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House of Representatives, May 3, 1892.

The committee on Cities, to whom was referred the peti
n of the town of Medford for a city charter, report the
ompanying Bill.

For the Committee,

KDW. W. PRESHO.
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2 I May,CITY OF MEDFORD.

In the Year One Thousand Eight Hundred and Ninety-two.

AN ACT
To incorporate the City of Medford.

Be it enacted by the Senate and House of Representatives in
General Court assembled, and by the authority of'the same, as
follows :

Municipal Government
1 Section 1. The inhabitants of the town of Medford shall
2 be a body politic and corporate under the name of the city
3 of Medford, and as such shall have, exercise and enjoy all
4 the rights, powers, privileges and immunities, and shall be
5 subject to all the duties and obligations pertaining to and
6 incumbent upon the said town as a municipal corporation.

1 Sect. 2. The government of the city and the general
2 management and control of all the fiscal, prudential and
3 municipal affairs thereof shall be vested in a single officer to
4 be called the mayor, and in a legislative body to be called the
5 city council, except, however, that the general management
6 and control of the public schools of the city and of the
7 buildings and property pertaining to such schools shall be
8 vested in a school committee.

1 Sect. 3. The territory of the city shall first be divided
2 into six wards, in the manner hereinafter provided. The

Commontucaltl) of Massachusetts
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3 number of wards may, in any year fixed by law for a new
4 division of wards in cities, be changed by vote of the city
5 council passed, with the assent of the mayor, at or prior to
6 the making of such division; but the number of wards shall
7 never be less than six.

Elections and Meetings

1 Sect. 4. All meetings of the qualified voters of the city
2 for the purpose of voting at elections, and for other munic-
-3 ipal or legal purposes, shall be called by warrants issued
4 by order of the board ofaldermen, which shall be in such form,
5 and be served and returned in such manner and at such time
6 as the city council may by ordinance direct.

1 Sect. 5. The municipal election shall take place annually
2 on the second Tuesday of December; and the municipal
3 year shall begin at twelve o’clock, noon, on the first Monday
4 of January, and continue until twelve o’clock, noon, on the

first Monday of the following January.

1 Sect. 6. At the municipal election the qualified voters
2 shall, in the several wards, give in their votes by ballot for
3 mayor and for members of the city council and of the school
4 committee, or for such of them as are to be elected, and the

person receiving the hi number of votes for any office
.1 to be elected to such office;6 shall be deemed and declan

7 and whenever two or more \ ns are to be elected to the
8 same office the several persons, up to the number required
9 to be chosen, receiving the highest number of votes, shall be

10 deemed and declared to be elected.

1 Sect. 7. If it shall appear that there is no choice of
2 mayor, or if the person elected to that office shall refuse to
3 accept the office, or shall die before qualifying, or if a
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4 vacancy in the office shall occur more than four months
5 previous to the expiration of the term of service of a mayor,
6 the board of aldermen shall forthwith cause warrants to be
7 issued for a new election, and the same proceedings shall be
8 had in all respects as are hereinbefore provided for the
9 election of mayor; and such proceedings shall be repeated

10 until the election of a mayor is completed. If the full num-
-11 ber of members of the city council thenrequired to be chosen
12 shall not be elected at the annual municipal election, or if a
13 vacancy in the office of a member thereof shall occur more
14 than four months previous to the expiration of his term of
15 office, the board of aldermen shall forthwith cause a new
16 election to be held as aforesaid to fill the vacancy.
17 In case a vacancy in the office of mayor or of a member of
18 the city council shall occur within the four months previous to
19 the expiration of his term of office, the city council may, in
20 its discretion, order a new election to be held as aforesaid to

21 till the vacancy.

1 Sect. 8. When no convenient ward-room for holding the
2 meetings of the qualified voters of a ward cau be had within
3 the territorial limits of such ward, the board of aldermen may,
4 in the warrantfbr calling a meeting of the qualified voters of
5 such ward, appoint and direct that the meeting be held in
6 some convenient place within the limits of an adjacent ward

7 of the city; and for such purpose the place so assigned shall
8 be deemed and taken to be a part of the ward for which the
9 election is held.

1 Sect. 9. General meetings of the qualified voters of the

2 city may from time to time be held according to the right
3 secured to the people by the constitution of the Common-
-4 wealth, and such meetings may, and, upon the request in
5 writing of fifty qualified voters setting forth the purposes
6 thereof, shall be called.
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The City Council.

1 Sect. 10. The city council shall be composed of two
2 branches, one of which shall be called the board of aldermen
3 and the other the common council.
4 The board of aldermen shall be comp >sed of six mem-
-5 bers, who shall be elected by and from the qualified voters

6 of the city. At the first municipal election three aldermen
7 shall be elected who shall hold office for the municipal year
8 next succeeding their election, and three aldermen shall be
9 elected who shall hold office for the two municipal years next

10 succeeding their election ; and at every municipal election
11 thereafter three aldermen shall be elected who sh.all hold office
12 for the two municipal years next succeeding their election.
13 If in any year of anew division of the city into wards the
14 number of the wards shall be changed, the terms of office of
15 all the aldermen shall expire at the end of the municipal
16 year in which the division is made, and at the municipal
17 election occurring in such year, aldermen, as many in num-
-18 her as there are new wards, shall be elected. The board of
19 aldermen so elected shall directly after its organization so
20 assign by lot the terms of the respective members that the
21 terms of one-half qf the members of the board, as near as may
22 be, shall expire each year thereafter.
23 Three members of the common council shall be elected
24 annually by the qualified voters of each ward, and the coun-
-25 oilmen so elected shall hold office for the municipal year
26 next succeeding their election. Councilmen may be elected
27 from the qualified voters of the entire city.

1 Sect. 11. The mayor-elect and the members-elect of the
2 city council shall, on the first Monday in the .January succeed-
3 ing their election, at tweb
4 and be sworn to the faithf
5 oath may be administered

lock, no* mble together

t mayor by it v

6 by a judge of a court of record, or by a justice of the pt
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7 and the oath may be administered to the members of the city
8 council by the mayor, or by the city clerk, or by a justice of
9 the peace. In case of the absence of the mayor-elect on the

10 first Monday in January, or if a mayor shall be subsequently
11 elected, the oath of office may at any time thereafter be
12 administered to him in the presence of the city council; and,
13 at any time after the first Monday in January, the oath of
14 office may be administered in the presence of either branch
15 of the city council to a member of such branch who was
16 absent on the first Monday in January or who shall be sub-

-17 sequently elected. A certificate that such oath has been
18 taken by the mayor shall be entered in the journal of both
19 branches of the city council, and in the journal of each
20 branch shall be entered a certificate that the oath has been
21 so taken by the members of that branch.

1 Sect. 12. Directly after the oaths of office have been
2 administered, each branch of the city council shall meet and
3 organize by the election by ballot of a president, and no other
4 business shall be in order until a president has been chosen.
5 The eldest senior member present shall preside until a
6 president has been chosen. The two branches shall by
7 concurrent vote elect by ballot a city clerk, who shall
8 hold office for the municipal year and until his succes-
-9 sor is elected and qualified. The city clerk shall also

10 be the clerk of the board of aldermen ; but in case of
11 delay in the election of a city clerk, or in ease of a vacancy
12 in the office, the board of aldermen may elect a temporary
13 clerk, who shall act as clerk of the board until a city clerk is
14 chosen and qualified. The city clerk shall be sworn to the

15 faithful discharge of his duties in the presence of the board
16 of aldermen by the president of the board, or by a justice of

17 the peace. The common council shall elect its own clerk,
18 who shall be sworn to the faithful discharge of his duties
19 in the presence of the council by the president, or by a
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20 justice of the peace. Each clerk shall attend the sessions
21 of the branch for which he is elected, and shall keep a record
22 of its proceedings, and shall perform such further service as
23 such branch may require. The president of the board of
24 aldermen may be removed from office by the affirmative votes
25 of two-thirds of all the members of the said board. The
26 city clerk may be removed by the affirmative votes of two-
-27 thirds of all the members of each branch of the city council.
28 The president and clerk of the common council may each be
29 removed by the affirmative votes of two-thirds of all the
30 members of the common council. In case of the temporary
31 absence or disability of the city clerk, the mayor may, with
32 the consent of the board of aldermen, appoint a city clerk
33 pro tempore, who shall be duly sworn. In case of a
34 vacancy in the office, the same shall be filled by concurrent

vote of the two branches
The two branches may likewise by ordinance provide for

the election, by concurrent vote, of a city messenger.

1 Sect. 13. Each branch of the city council shall be the
2 judge of the election and qualifications of its own members,
3 shall determine the rules for its own proceedings, and may
4 appoint such assistant clerks and other officers as may be
5 necessary for the proper conduct of its own business.

Sect 14. The mayor may at any time call a special
meeting of the city council, or of either branch thereof, by

3 causing a written notice of such meeting, containing a state-
-4 merit of the subjects to be considered thereat, to be left at
5 the usual place of residence of each member at least twenty-
6 four hours previous to the time appointed for the meeting,
7 and no other business shall be transacted at such special

meetim

1 Sect. 15. In each branch of the city council a majority
2 of the whole number of members provided to be elected
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3 shall constitute a quorum for the transaction of business, but
4 a smaller number may adjourn from time to time.
5 The two branches shall sit separately for the transaction
6 of all business, and, subsequent to the day of organiza-
-7 tion, they shall not both act on the same day upon a matter
8 involving the appropriation or expenditure of money.

1 Sect. 16. The city council shall by ordinance determine
2 the salary of the mayor, and may in like manner change
3 such salary from time to time, but no ordinance changing
4 the salary shall take effect until the expiration of the cur-
-5 rent term of the mayor then in office.

1 Sect. 17. All votes of the city council making appro-
-2 priations or loans of money shall be in itemized form, and
3 when brought before the city council on recommendation of
4 the mayor, no item of the appropriation or loan in excess of
5 the amount recommended by the mayor shall be passed
6 except by the affirmative votes of two-thirds of the mem-
-7 hers of each branch present and voting thereon.

1 Sect. 18. Either branch of the city council may, by
2 special vote, hold private sittings for the consideration of
3 candidates for election, and the board of aldermen may
4 likewise hold private sittings for the consideration of nom-
-5 inations by the mayor, but all other sittings shall be public,
6 and all votes on election and on confirmation of appoint-

-7 ments by the mayor shall be taken in public.

1 Sect. 19. No member of the city council shall, during
2 the term for which he is elected, hold any other office or

3 position the salary or compensation for which is payable from

4 the city treasury, nor shall he act as counsel or attorney
5 before the city council or before either branch or any
6 committee thereof.
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Sect. 20 Neither the city council nor either branch
thereof, nor any committee or member thereof, shall directly
or indirectly take part in the employment of labor, the ex-
penditure of public money, the making of contracts, the
purchase of materials or supplies, the construction, altera-
tion or repair of any public works or other property, or in
the care, custody or management of the same, or, in general,
in the conduct of the executive or administrative business of
the city, except as herein required in providing for the
appointment and removal of subordinate officers and assist-
ants, and as may be necessary for defraying the contingent
and incidental expenses of the city council or of either
branch thereof.

Sect. 21. The city council shall have power within
said city to make and establish ordinances and to affix thereto
penalties for the violation thereof, as herein or by general
law provided, without the sanction of any court or of any
justice thereof. All ordinances so made and established
shall be forthwith published in one or more newspapers
designated by the mayor, and they shall, unless they con-
tain an express provision for a later date, take effect at the
time of their approval by the mayor, or, if a penalty for
their violation is provided, at the expiration of thirty days
from the day of such approval.

Sect. 22. The city council shall, subject always to the
approval of the mayor, have exclusive authority and power to
order the laying out, locating anew and discontinuing of, and
the making of specific repairs in, all streets and ways and all
highways within the limits of the city ; to assess the damages
sustained thereby by any person, and, except as herein
otherwise provided, to act in matters relating to such laying
out, locating anew, altering, discontinuing or repairing, but
in all such matters action shall first be taken by the board of
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10 aldermen. Any person aggrieved by the action of the city
11 council hereunder shall have all the rights and privileges
12 now by law in similar cases allowed in appeals from decisions
13 of selectmen.

1 Sect. 23. Except as herein otherwise provided, the city
2 council shall, in general, have and exercise the legislative
3 powers of towns and of the inhabitants thereof, and shall have
4 all the powers and authority given to city councils under the
5 general laws of the Commonwealth, and be subject to the
6 duties imposed on city councils ; and the board of alder-
-7 men shall have and exercise all the powers, other than execu-
-8 tive, given to selectmen of towns, and to the selectmen of
9 the town of Medford under any special laws heretofore

10 passed with reference to said town of Medford, not incon-
-11 sistent herewith, and shall have all the powers and authority
12 given to boards of aldermen of cities, and shall be subject
13 to the duties imposed upon such boards.

The Mayor.

1 Sect. 24. The mayor shall be elected from the qualified
2 voters of the city, and shall hold office for the two municipal
3 years next succeeding his election and until his successor is
4 elected and qualified, except that, when elected to fill a
5 vacancy, he shall hold office only for the unexpired term and
6 until his successor is elected and qualified.

1 Sect. 25. The mayor shall be the chief executive officer
2 of the city, and the executive powers of the city shall be
3 vested in him and be exercised by him either personally, or

4 through the several officers and boards in their respective
5 departments under his general supervision and control.

1 Sect. 26. The mayor shall communicate to the city
2 council such information, and shall recommend such meas-
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3 ures as, in his judgment, the interests of the city shall
4 require; shall cause the laws, ordinances and orders for the
5 government of the city to be enforced ; and Shall secure an
6 honest, efficient and economical conduct of the executive
7 and administrative business of the city, and the harmonious
8 and concerted action of the different administrative and
9 executive departments.

1 Sect. 27. In case of a vacancy in the office of mayor, or
2 in case of his death, resignation or absence from the Com-
-3 monwealth, or of his inability from other cause to perform the
4 duties of his office, the president of the board of aldermen
5 shall, under the style of “ acting mayor,” exercise the powers
6 and perform the duties of mayor, except that he shall not,
7 unless authorized thereto in a special instance by the city
8 council, make any permanent appointment or removal from
9 office; nor shall he, unless such disability of the mayor has

10 continued at least ten days, or unless the office of mayor
11 has become vacant, have power to approve or disapprove
12 any ordinance, order, resolution or vote of the city council.

1 Sect. 28. The mayor shall appoint, subject to the con-
-2 firmation or rejection of the board of aldermen, all the
3 officers of the city, unless their election or appointment is
4 herein otherwise provided for. No such appointment made
5 by the mayor shall be acted upon by the board of aldermen
6 until the expiration of one week from the time when the
7 appointment is transmitted to the board. Any officer so
8 appointed may be removed by the mayor for such cause as
9 he shall deem sufficient and shall assign in his order of re-

-10 moval, and the removal shall take effect upon the filing of the
11 order therefor in the office of the city clerk and the service
12 of a copy of such order upon the officer removed, either
13 personally or at his last or usual place of residence. The
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14 city clerk shall keep such order on file and subject to public
15 inspection.

1 Sect. 29. The mayor shall cause to be kept a record of
2 all his official acts, and, for that purpose and to aid him in
3 his official duties, he may, without the confirmation of the
4 board of aldermen, appoint one or more clerks, whose num-
-5 ber and compensation shall be fixed by the city council.

1 Sect, 30. The mayor shall, as often as once in each
2 month, call together, for consultation upon the affairs of the
3 city, the heads of departments, who shall, whenever called
4 upon, furnish such information relative to their respective
5 departments as he may request.

1 Sect. 31. The mayor shall, in the month of January of
2 each year, cause to be made to him by the heads of depart-
-3 ments, and by all other officers and boards having authority
4 to expend money, detailed estimates of the amounts deemed
5 by them to be necessary for their respective departments
6 for the financial year, which shall begin on the first day of
7 the following February, and he shall, not later than the
8 first week in February, transmit such estimates to the city
9 council, recommending appropriations for each department

10 or purpose as he shall deem necessary therefor.

1 Sect. 32. No sum appropriated for a specific purpose
2 shall be expended for any other purpose, and no expendi-

-3 ture shall be made and no liability incurred by or in behalf
4 of the city, until the city council has duly voted an appropri-
-5 ation sufficient to meet such expenditure or liability, together
6 with all prior unpaid liabilities which are payable there-
-7 from, unless by authority of the city council first obtained,
8 except that after the expiration of the financial year, and
9 before the making of the regular annual appropriations.
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10 liabilities payable out of a regular appropriation may be
11 incurred to an amount not exceeding one-sixth of the total
12 of the appropriation made for similar purposes in the pre-
-13 ceding year.

1 Sect. 33. The mayor shall annually require all boards
2 and officers intrusted with the receipt and expenditure of
3 public money and with the care and custody of public prop-
-4 erty to make particular and detailed statements thereof, and
5 shall cause such statements to be published for the infor-
-6 mation of the citizens.

Administrative Officers

1 Sect. 34. There shall be the following administrative
2 officers, who shall perform the duties by law prescribed for
3 them respectively and such further duties, not inconsistent
4 with the nature of their respective offices and with general
5 laws, as the city council may prescribe :

1. A city treasurer,

2. A city collector.
3. A city auditor.
4. A city solicitor.
5. A board of assessors consisting of three persons.
6. A board of overseers of the poor consisting of

three persons.
7. A board of health consisting of three persons
8. A city physician.
9. A street commissioner, who shall have the powers

of a surveyor of highways ; but, instead thereof,
the city council may confer such powers upon
a board of street commissioners or a board of
public works.

6 The city council may from time to time, subject to the pro-
-7 visions of these articles, and in accordance with general laws,
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8 if they exist in any particular case, provide by ordinance for
9 the establishment of additional boards and other offices for

10 the construction and care of the various public works and
11 buildings, for the direction and custody of public parks, for
12 the management and control of a public hospital, and for
13 other municipal purposes ; may determine the number and
14 duties of the incumbents of such boards and offices, and, for
15 such purposes, may delegate to such boards and offices the
16 administrative powers given by general laws to city councils
17 and boards of aldermen. The city council may likewise
18 from time to time consolidate boards and offices, and may
D* separate and divide the powers and duties of such as have
20 already been established, may increase the number of persons
21 constituting either of the boards above specified, and, when
22 such increase has been made, may subsequently diminish the
23 number, may increase or diminish the number of persons
24 who shall perform the duties of an office or board hereafter
25 established as above provided, and may abolish an office or
26 board so hereafter established.
27 It shall be the duty of the mayor to appoint all the
28 officers above specified, and, unless otherwise provided, all
29 those for whom provision shall hereafter be made as above,
30 on or before the first Monday in February in the municipal
31 year, and their terms of office shall begin on the first Mon-
-32 day in March, and shall continue for one year, or for such
33 other period as the city council shall by ordinance in any
34 case provide, except that the terms of office of all the
35 officers so specified who shall be first appointed hereunder,
36 shall begin respectively upon their appointment and quali-
-37 fication. Every administrative officer shall, unless sooner
38 removed, hold office until his successor is appointed and
39 qualified.

1 Sect. 35. All administrative officers shall be sworn to the
2 faithful discharge of their respective duties, and certificates
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3 of their oaths shall be made and kept in the office of the
4 mayor; and all such boards and other officers shall keep a
5 record of their official transactions, and such record shall be
6 open to public inspection.

1 Sect. 36. The city council may require the city treasurer,
2 the city collector, the city auditor and such other officers
3 whose appointment is provided for in the preceding articles,
4 as are intrusted with the receipt, care or disbursement of
5 money, to give bonds, with such security as it shall deem
6 proper, for the faithful discharge of their respective duties.

1 Sect. 37. The administrative boards and officers above
pecified in this title, and every administrative board and

3 officer hereafter established by the city council under the
4 provisions of this title and having the charge of a depart-
5 ment, shall have the power, except as herein otherwise pro-
-6 vided, to appoint and employ and to discharge and remove
7 all subordinate officers, clerks and assistants in their respec-
-8 tive departments; and they shall keep a record, subject to
9 inspection, of all so appointed and employed, and of all dis-

-10 charged and removed, and, in case of discharge and removal,
11 of the grounds therefor.

1 Sect. 38. The several administrative boards and officers
2 having charge of departments shall, within their respective
3 departments, employ all labor, make and execute all neces-
-4 sary contracts, purchase all materials and supplies, have
5 charge of the construction, alteration and repair of all pub-
6 lie buildings and works, have the entire care, custody and
7 management of all public works, institutions, buildings and
8 other property, and shall, in general, have the immediate
9 direction and control of all executive and administrative

10 business; and they shall at all times be accountable for the
11 proper discharge of their duties to the mayor as the chief
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12 executive officer of the city. All contracts made in behalf
lo ot the city in which the amount involved exceeds three him-
-14 dred dollars shall, in order to be valid, require the signa-
ls ture ot the mayor, and, except as herein otherwise pi'ovided
16 or by law required, no expenditure shall be made or lia-
-17 bility incurred for any purpose beyond the appropriations
18 previously made therefor.

1 Sect. 39. The city council may establish a police depart-
-2 ment, and provide for the appointment of a chief of police
3 and of other members of the police force by the mayor, or
4 by a police board, or for the appointment of other members
5 of the force by a chief of police to be appointed by the
6 mayor.

1 Sect. 40. The city council may establish a fire depart-
-2 ment, and provide for the appointment of a chief engineer
3 and of other members of the department by the mayor, or
4 by a lire board, or for the appointment of other members
5 of the department by a chief engineer to be appointed by
6 the mayor.

1 Sect. 41. The city council first chosen after the accept-
-2 ance of this act shall, as soon as may be convenient after
3 their organization, choose, by concurrent vote, three persons
4 to be water commissioners, one for three years, one for two
5 years, and one for one year; and thereafter the city council
6 shall annually, as soon after their organization as may be
7 convenient, choose, in the same manner, one person, who
8 shall hold his office for the term of three years next ensuing,
9 and until another shall be chosen and qualified in his stead.

10 Vacancies occurring in the commission may be filled by con-
-11 current vote of the city council at any time. The city coun-
-12 cil may, at any time, remove anyr member of said commission
13 from said office for cause. All power and authority now
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14 vested by law in the water commissioners for the town of
15 Medford shall be transferred to and vested in the water
16 commissioners for the city of Medford.

1 Sect. 42. The city council first chosen after the accept-
2 ance ot this act, shall, as soon as may be convenient after

tion choose b\ ncurrent vote three persons
f the public library, one for one year, one for

5 two years and one for three years, and thereafter the city
I shall annually, as soon as may be convenient, after

7 their organization, choose, in the same manner, one person
8 who shall hold his office for the term of three years next en-
9 suing, and until another shall be chosen and qualified in his

10 stead. Vacancies occurrin in said trustees may be filled by
11 concurrent vote of the city uncil at any time. The city
12 ive any of said trustees from saidray at any time ren
13 office for cause. Said truste lall have the management and
14 control of the public librar )f said city of Medford, and the
15 expenditure of all inone i may be appropriated by said
16 city for said library and of all moneys which may come into
17 the possession of said city for the benefit of said library, and
18 may employ such assistants as theys hall deem necessary and
19 establish their rate of compensation

1 Sect. 43. The city council first chosen after the accept-
2 ance of this act, shall, as soon as may be convenient after
3 their organization, chose by concurrent vote, five persons tc
4 be trustees of Oak Grove cemetery, one for one year, one for

d two years, one for three years, one for four years and one
6 for fi irs, and thereafte the city council shall annually

ation as may be convenientn after their organ!
, in the same manner,

i a

8 cbc
9 offi

one person, who shall hold his
years next ensuing, and until
qualified in his stead. Vacan-

for the term of five
r shall be chosen and
;curring in the trustei

10 anot
11 cies may be filled
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12 vote of the city council at any time. The city council may,
13 at any time, remove any of said trustees from said office for
14 cause.

15 Said trustees shall have and exercise all powers heretofore
16 conferred upon the trustees of Oak Grove cemetery by the
17 town of Medford, and all powers which the city council
18 may by ordinance hereafter confer upon said trustees.

1 Sect. 44. Every administrative board, through its chair-
-2 man, and every officer having charge of a department, shall,
3 at the request of either branch of the city council, appear
4 before it and give such information as it may require in rela-
-5 tion to any matter, act or thing connected with the dis-
-6 charge of the duties of such board or office; and when so
7 requested to appear the officer who appears shall have the
8 right to speak upon all matters under consideration relating
9 to his department.

1 Sect. 45. The city council shall establish by ordinance
2 the salary or compensation of every administrative officer,
3 but, after the first municipal year, no ordinance changing
4 any such salary or compensation shall take effect until the
5 municipal year succeeding that in which the ordinance is

6 passed.
School Committee

1 Sect. 46. The management and control of the schools of

2 the city shall be vested in a school committee consisting of
3 members at large and members from wards. At the first

4 municipal election held under these articles three members at
5 large of the school committee, who shall be inhabitants of the
6 city, shall be elected by the qualified voters of the entire city,
7 one to serve for the term of three years, one for the term
8 of two years, and one for the term of one year, beginning
9 with the first Monday in the January then next ensuing; and
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10 thereafter one member at large of the school committee shall
11 be elected in like manner at each annual municipal election,
12 to serve for the term of three years, beginning with the first
13 Monday in the January next ensuing, in place of the member
14 at large whose term then expires. At the first election so held,
15 six members from wards of the school committee, one being
16 an inhabitant of each ward, shall be elected by the qualified
17 voters of the entire city. Two of such members shall serve
18 for terms of three years, two for terms of two years, and
19 two for terms of one year, beginning with the first Monday
20 in the January next ensuing; and their respective terms
21 shall be assigned to them by lot, directly after their election,
22 by the selectmen of the town. At each subsequent annual
23 municipal election the qualified voters of the city shall elect
24 two members from wards of the school committee, inhabi-
-25 tants of the same wards from which the members whose
26 terms of office then expire were elected, to serve for terms
27 of three years as aforesaid. If, however, in any year there
28 shall be a new division of the city into wards, the terms of
29 office of all the members of the school committee from wards
30 shall expire at the end of the municipal year in which such
31 division is made; and at the municipal election occurring in
32 such year members from wards, as many in number as there
33 are new wards, and one beinc
34 shall be elected by the qualifr

an inhabitant of each ward,
d voters of the city; and the
;h arrangement of the termsmayor shall by lot make si

36 of the respective members from wards of the school com-
-37 mittee that the terms of one-third of the members of the
38 school committee, as near as may be, shall expire each year.

1 Sect. 47. In case of a vacancy in the office of a member of
2 the school committee, the mayor shall call a joint conven-
-3 tion of the board of aldermen and of the school committee,
4 at which the president of the board of aldermen shall pre-
-5 side, and such vacancy shall, by vote of a majority of all
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6 the members of the two bodies, be filled by the election of a
7 member at large or of a member from a certain ward, accord-
-8 ing as the vacancy exists, to servo until the end ofthe municipal
9 year in which the warrant for the next annual municipal

10 election shall be issued; and at such election the further
11 vacancy, if any, shall be filled for the remainder of the
12 unexpired term in the same manner as the member whose
13 office is vacant was elected.

1 Sect. 48. The school committee shall meet on the first
2 Monday in January in each year and organize by the elec-
-3 tion by ballot of one of its members as chairman, and by
4 the election of a clerk. The committee shall be the judge of
5 the election and qualification of its members, and shall deter-
-6 mine the rules for its proceedings. A majority of the
7 whole number provided to be elected shall constitute a quo-
-8 rum for the transaction of business, but a smaller number
9 may adjourn from time to time.

1 Sect. 49. The school committee may elect a superin-
-2 tendent of schools and may appoint such other subordinate
3 officers and assistants as it may deem necessary for the
4 proper discharge of its duties and the conduct of its business;
5 shall define their terms of service and duties, and fix their
6 compensation, and may remove and discharge them at
7 pleasure.

1 Sect. 50. The school committee, in addition to the exer-
-2 cise of the powers and the discharge of the duties imposed
3 by law upon school committees, shall, subject to the approval
4 of the mayor and to the provisions of the three follow-
-5 ing articles, have full power and authority to select and
6 purchase lands for school purposes, to determine the plans of

7 all school buildings to be erected, to order all additions,
8 alterations and repairs to school buildings, and to provide,
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9 when necessary, temporary accommodations for school pur-
-10 poses.

1 Sect. 51. The school committee shall, in the month of
2 January in each year, submit to the mayor an estimate in
3 detail of the amount deemed by it necessary to expend for

4 its purposes during the succeeding financial year, and the
5 mayor shall transmit the same, with the estimates of the
6 departments, to the city council, and shall recommend such
7 appropriations as he shall deem necessary.

1 Sect. 52. Unless thereto required by law, the school
2 committee shall cause no liability to be incurredand no expen-

-3 diture to be made for any purpose beyond the specific appro-
-4 priation which may be made therefor by the city council,
5 except that after the expiration of the financial year and before
6 the making of the regular annual appropriations liabilities
7 payable out of a regular appropriation may be incurred to an
8 amount not exceeding one-sixth of the total of the appropria-

-9 tion made for similar purposes in the preceding year.

1 Sect. 53. All orders, resolutions and votes of the school
2 committee which involve the expenditure of money shall be
3 presented to the mayor for his approval, and thereupon the
4 same proceedings shall be had as are provided by law in rela-
-5 tion to similar orders, resolutions and votes of a city
6 council.

1 Sect. 54.' The city council may determine whether salaries
2 shall be paid to the members of the school committee, and
3 may fix the amount thereof, and may change the same from
4 time to time. »

55. The removal of a member of the school com

mittee from the ward for which he was elected to anotl
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3 ward of the city shall not disqualify him from discharging
4 the duties of his office for the remainder of the term for
5 which he was elected.

Miscellaneous Provisions.
1 Sect. 56. The general laws relating to the municipal indebt-

-2 edness of cities, the general laws requiring the approval of
3 the mayor to the doings of a city council or of either branch
4 thereof, and relative to the exercise of the veto power by the
5 mayor of a city, and the provisions of chapter three hundred
6 and twenty of the acts of the year eighteen hundred and
7 eighty-four, being “An act to improve the civil service of
8 the Commonwealth and the cities thereof,” and all acts in
9 amendment thereto, shall have full force, application and

10 effect in said city, but said city shall be exempted from the
11 operation of section one of chapter three hundred and twelve
12 of the acts of the year eighteen hundred and eighty-five
13 until the first day of January in the year eighteen hundred

14 and ninety-seven.

1 Sect. 57. All persons holding office in said town at
2 the time when this act takes effect and become of force
3 therein, as herein provided, shall continue to hold such
4 offices until the organization of the city government hereby
5 authorized shall be effected and until their respective suo-
-6 cessors shall be chosen and qualified.

1 Sect. 58. No suits, prosecutions or other legal proceed-
-2 ings in which said town is a party, pending at the time when
3 this act takes effect in said town, and no rights then already
4 accrued or penalties or forfeitures incurred under any such
5 proceedings, shall be affected or impaired by the takingeffect
6 of this act, and all by-laws of said town shall continue in

7 force until repealed or superseded by ordinance.
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1 Sect. 59. Trust funds now or hereafter given to or held
2 by said town shall be received, held and administered by the
3 city council of the city, and trust funds now or hereafter
4 given to or held by the selectmen or other designated offi-
-5 cers of the town shall be received, held and administered by
6 the mayor or by other officers of the said city having
7 powers corresponding to those of the officers who formerly
8 held and administered such funds.

1 Sect. 60. All general laws in force in the town of Med-
-2 ford when this act shall be accepted as herein provided, and
3 all special laws heretofore passed with reference to said town
4 of Medford, and which shall then have been duly accepted
5 by said town, and which shall then be in force therein, shall,
6 until altered, amended or repealed, continue in force in the
7 said city of Medford.

1 Sect. 61. Upon the taking effect of this act as
2 herein provided the selectmen of said town shall forthwith
3 divide the territory of the town into six wards, so that the
4 wards shall contain, as nearly as may be consistent with well-
-5 defined limits to each, equal numbers of voters, and they
6 shall designate the wards by numbers. They shall, for the
7 purpose of the first municipal election to be held hereunder,
8 which shall take place on the second Tuesday in the December
9 next succeeding such taking effect, provide suitable polling

10 places in the several wards, and shall give notice thereof, and
11 shall, at least ten days previous to such second Tuesday in
12 December, appoint all proper election officers for such elec-
-13 tion, and they shall in general have the powers and perform the
14 duties of the mayor and theboard of aldermen of cities under
15 the general laws relating to elections in cities, the provisions
16 of which shall, so far as applicable, apply to such election ;

17 and the town clerk shall perform the duties therein assigned
18 to a city clerk. The registrars of voters shall cause to bo pro-
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19 pared and published, according to law, lists of the qualified
20 voters in each of the wards established by the selectmen.

1 Sect. 62. The selectmen shall notify of their election
2 the persons elected at the first election under this act,
3 and shall provide and appoint a place for the first assem-
-4 bling of the mayor and city council, and for the meeting
5 of the city council, on the first Monday in the January next
6 ensuing; and shall, by written notices left at their re-
-7 spective places of residence, at least twenty-four hours prior
8 to such assembling, notify thereof the mayor-elect, and the
9 members-elect of the city council, who shall proceed to

10 oi'ganize and carry into effect the provisions of this act,
11 which shall then have full force and effect. The selectmen
12 shall, in like manner, provide and appoint a place and hour
13 for tiie first meeting of the school committee on the day
14 aforesaid, and shall notify the members-elect thereof.
15 Nothing herein shall affect the annual meeting in said town,
16 which may be held next after the taking effect of this

17 act for the election of national, state, district and county
18 officers.

1 Sect. 63. A meeting may be called for the purpose of

2 submitting the question of the acceptance of this act to the

3 legal voters of said town at any time after the passage
4 hereof, except in the months of November and December.
5 At such meetings the polls shall be open not less than eight
6 hours, and the vote be taken by ballot, in accordance with

7 the provisions of chapter four hundred and twenty-three of
8 the acts of the year eighteen hundred and ninety, and of all

9 other acts relating to town elections, so far as the same shall
10 be applicable, in answer to the question, “ Shall an act

11 passed by the general court in the year eighteen hundred
12 and ninety-two, entitled ‘An act to incorporate the city of

13 Medford ’ be accepted; ” and the affirmative votes of the
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majority of the voters present and voting thereon shall be
required for its acceptance. If at the meeting so called this
act shall fail to be thus accepted, it may, at the expiration
of one year from any such previous meeting, be again thus
submitted for acceptance, but not after the period of three
years from the passage hereof.

Sect. 64. So much of this act as authorizes the sub-
mission of the question of its acceptance to the legal voters
of said town shall take effect upon its passage, but it shall
not take further effect unless accepted by the legal voters
of said town as herein prescribed.








