
HOUSE No. 541.

[Mr. Carroix of Blackstone gives notice that he will move to substi-
tute this bill for the report of the committee on Election Laws, inex-
pedient to legislate.]

In the Year One Thousand Eight Hundred and Ninety-two.

AN ACT
To Amend an Act entitled “An Act to Revise the

Laws Relating to Elections.”
Be it enacted by the Senate and House of Representatives

in General Court assembled, and by the authority of the
same, as follows:

1 Section 1. Section eighty-nine of chapter
2 four hundred and twenty-three of the acts of the
3 year eighteen hundred and ninety is hereby
4 amended by striking out after the word “ towns,”
5 in the twenty-third line, the words “ not divided
6 into voting precincts and,” and inserting in place
7 thereof the following words: “and precincts of
8 towns;” and by inserting after the word “select-

(HommontDcaltl) of itlassacljuaetts.



15 lows:

LAWS RELATING TO ELECTIONS. [>%.2

9 men,” in the twenty-sixth line, and before the
10 word “ and,” in the twenty-seventh line, the words

17 to the election officers of each precinct or town

26 and before any ballots are received, the ballot-box

28 and the election officers shall, by personal examin-
29 ation, ascertain that the same is empty, after which
30 the box shall immediately be locked or fastened, a

33 and retained by the constable or police officer in
34 attendance at said precinct. The ballot-box shall

36 shown to be empty, until all ballots have been

37 removed therefrom and the box has been relocked

38 or sealed. No ballot shall be removed from the
39 ballot-box in any precinct or town while the polls
40 are open, and the box shall not be opened except

35 not be removed from the public view after it is so

32 by the clerk, and the key taken, if one be used,
31 record of the condition of the box register made

27 shall be publicly opened and shown to be empty,

25 the opening of the polls in each precinct or town,
24 aldermen or selectmen, as the case may be. At
23 ballot-boxes as may be approved by the board of
22 monwealth, with such ballot-box seals and other
21 ballot-box furnished by the secretary of the Com-
20 ballot-box is required by law to be used, the
19 state or city election, or meeting at which such
18 before the opening of the polls on the day of any

16 Section 89. City and town clerks shall send

14 officers of said precincts,” so as to read as fol-
13 line, the words “ of said towns or of the election
12 “ clerk ” and before the word “ it,” in the same
11 “ or moderator; ” also by inserting after the word
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41 that, in order to make room for the deposit of all
42 ballots, the warden may, in the presence of all the
43 election officers, open the box and pack and press
44 down the ballots therein. In towns and precincts
45 of towns having more than six hundred voters,
46 the ballot-box may be opened and ballots taken
47 therefrom and counted whenever in the unani-
-48 mous judgment of the selectmen, or moderator,
49 and town clerk of said towns, or of the election
50 officers of said precincts, it is necessary or advisa-
-51 ble so to do. The wardens of each precinct shall
52 have charge of the ballot-boxes and ballot-box
53 seals, and shall, at the close of each election,
54 return the same, either personally or by the hand
55 of the police officer or constable in attendance at
56 the precinct, to the city or town clerk. The clerk
57 of each city and of each town divided into voting
58 precincts, respectively, shall furnish to the clerks
59 of the several precincts a seal of suitable device,
60 the design for which shall include the number or
61 designation of the precinct for which it is fur-
-62 nished; and said seal shall be used in sealing the
63 envelopes as required by law at any election.
64 The precinct clerk shall retain the custody of the
65 precinct seal, and he shall, at the end of the term
66 for which he was appointed, or whenever he ceases
67 to hold said office, deliver the same, together with
68 the records of the precinct and other documents,
69 to the city or town clerk.




