
HOUSE No. 591.

House of Representatives June 7, 1892.

The joint special committee on Rapid Transit, to whom
was referred on May 16th the completed report of the Rapid
Transit Commission; also to whom was referred so much of
the Governor’s Address as relates to rapid transit, and the
petition of W. B. Mack and others for incorporation for
building an elevated railway; and who were ordered to con-
sider the expediency of providing for the payment of an
annual money tax by all horse and electric railroad compa-
nies, report that the further consideration thereof be referred
to the next General Court.

The committee considers it unwise to attempt the solution
of the question of rapid transit in the city of Boston in the
present year. It believes that, after a year has elapsed and
the public have been allowed time to become acquainted with
the plans proposed by the commission, there will be a more
intelligent public opinion on the subject, and that it will
then be possible to solve more intelligently and with less
danger of error the many questions raised, especially the
question of location.
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Having had the completed report of the commission only
since May 16, this committee feels that it is impossible for
it to take intelligent action in the brief time which remains
f the present session.
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The committee makes this report without any disparage-
ment of the report of the Rapid Transit Commission. It
believes that many vexed questions have been permanently
settled in that report, and public opinion on many of the
remaining questions directed in the right channels. Neither
does this committee wish to evade responsibility on any of
the questions submitted to them. But, recognizing the mag-
nitude of many of the questions involved therein and the im-
portance of their correct solution; recognizing also the
present uncertain state of the public mind thereon and the
very limited time remaining for the consideration of these
matters at the present session, the committee believes it to
be better to give to the succeeding Legislature the whole
question free from all partial and incomplete reports of this
committee.

For the Committee,

SALEM D. CHARLES.

Messrs. Bachellor and Bennett, of the House, dissent-
ing.






