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Executive Department Boston, February 21, 1888.

To the Honorable Senate and House of Representatives
My attention has been called by the State Board of Lun-

acy and Charity to a practice that threatens, if it is permitted
to be continued, not only to he very expensive to the Com-
monwealth, but a source of serious harm to the morals of
the community. It is that of sending criminals to this
country from Great Britain. There seems to be abundant
evidence that prisoners are released from the penal and
reformatory institutions of that country on the condition
that they go at once to the United States or to Canada, and
it is believed that many of those of this class who go to
Canada soon cross the line to this land.

It is almost inevitable that these people drift into our
penal, reformatory, and charitable institutions, and statistics
show that from 50 to 60 per cent, of the inmates of our
charitable institutions are of foreign birth. To permit the
immigration of those who have been convicted of crime,
and who are sent hither to relieve the community in which
they have lived of their presence and influence, is bad
policy, in whatever way the question may be considered. I
am aware that the Commonwealth is powerless to put a stop
to such immigration, Congress alone having the ability to
do so. But the Commonwealth can and should protest
against being made the refuge of criminals, no matter
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whence they come, and it can protest effectually in only one
way, that is, by memorializing Congress for such a modifi-
cation of existing laws, that immigrants who have been con-
victed of crime may be forbidden access to this country. I
advise that you memorize Congress for such action on its

For your information and use I send you herewith the
documents which have been transmitted to me by State
Board of Lunacy and Charity.

OLIVER AMES.

part.
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To His Excellency, Oliver Ames, Governor of the Commonwealth of
Massachusetts:

Since the preparation of the Report of the Board of
Lunacy and Charity for the year 1887, some facts in relation
to “assisted” emigrants, who have been criminals in Great
Britain and Ireland, have come to the knowledge of this
Board, which I am instructed to lay before you.

It will be seen by the accompanying letter of the agent of
the Board (A) that on Feb. 1, 1888, an emigrant landed at
New York from the steamship Nevada, who had been supplied
with a ticket from Liverpool to Boston via that port; that
he arrived in Boston on the following morning; that he had
been competed of burglary October, 1883, and sentenced to
live years’ incarceration, but was discharged from a prison
on the Isle of Wight, Jan. 13, 1888 ; that, previous to his
release, the governor of the prison asked him to accept
transportation to the United States, which he twice refused,
but which was finally accepted ; that through the agency of a
society in Manchester, England, organized to secure the
transportation of convicts to this country, Ins fare was paid
to Boston; that an agent of the society accompanied him
from the prison to the steamship, and that he was supplied
with an order to the amount of ten shillings on the Boston
post-office to enable him to reach Holyoke in this State
where he has a brother and sister. It was frankly stated by
this assisted convict that it is the custom in England for the
governor ot the prison to oiler to the inmates transportation
to the Lnited States, and they are kept under surveillance
until the steamship leaves.
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The statements of this convict are corroborated by the
affidavit (B) herewith submitted, by a female convict sen-
tenced for life, December, 1882, for the crime of infanticide,
who was released from Dublin prison Dec. 15, 1887, accom-
panied to the steamer by the matron of the prison, supplied
with money to the amount of one shilling three pence, and
with a letter from a minister of the Church of Ireland to a
philanthropic lady in this city, commending the convict to
her Christian charity and sympathy. The convict not having
a ticket to any point in the interior, was returned to Ireland
by the agent of this Board.

It will be seen by the affidavit of this woman that other
convicts had been liberated from the same prison prior to
her departure ; that some of them accepted transportation to
the United States, and others to Canada. It may be pre-
sumed that those which were landed in Canada, have ere
this found their way across the boundary into some one of
the states of this Republic.

Under the system adopted by the societies for “assist-
ing” convicts to this country, the purchasing of tickets to
some point in the interior, —it is beyond the power of the
agents of the Board to prevent the landing of such assisted
convicts as paupers, and the laws of the United States for
the prevention of such “ assisted ” emigration are therefore
practically inoperative.

In the year 1880 a movement was entered upon in Eng-
land to aid emigration to this county. In 1882 one hun-
dred thousand pounds was appropriated by act of Parliament
for that purpose [Statutes 45-46, Victoria], which was in-
creased to two hundred thousand pounds in 1883 [Statutes
46-47, Victoria]. Under these acts large numbers of emi-
grants were supplied with funds to enable them to reach this
country. The statistics of this emigration, together with
other information, have been annually presented in the re-
ports of this Board. In the last report the opinion was ex-
pressed that governmental assistance had practically ceased,
but it would now seem that such assistance had been taken
up by the local authorities, and that it had become an organ-
ized system for the transportation of the most undesirable
portion of the population of Great Britain to this country.



5No. 69.SENATE1888.

The accompanying statistics (C) show that since 1877
there has been a rapid increase in the percentage of foreign
born inmates of the institutions of this Commonwealth.

The disproportion of the ratio between the native and
foreign born will be seen when we contrast the entire popu-
lation of the State, numbering two millions, with the
twenty thousand immigrants per annum which make this
Commonwealth their home. The disproportion has become
so marked within the last three or four years that the con-
sideration forces itself upon us that it is to a large extent a
selected and assisted emigration.

As emigrants provided with paid tickets to points in the
interior cannot well be prevented from landing, even though
they may be presumably paupers or criminals, it is plain
that the present laws of the United States are of little avail
to protect the people of the country from this class sent,
regardless of the high principle of international comity, by
the local authorities of Great Britain and Ireland.

It is not probable that this Commonwealth is the only
state receiving such emigration, but an examination of the
public institutions of other states would doubtless reveal a
like disproportion between native and foreign born. In view
of these facts this Board therefore would respectfully present
to your Excellency the need of further legislation by Con-
gress.

Very respectfully submitted

CHARLES CARLETON COFFIN,
For the Board.
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[A.]
(Copy.)

COMMONWEALTH OF MASSACHUSETTS

State Board of Lunacy and Charity, Immigration Office
70 Long Wharf, Boston, February 3, 1888.

S. C. Wrightington, Esq., Supt. In-door Poor.

Dear Sir: Deeming information obtained from one John
Sellers, who applied at this office for assistance in the matter of
identification, to enable him to procure a small amount of money
on a post-office order, of value, I submit the following report:
John Sellers, age 30, born in Bury Co. of Lancashire, England,
landed in New York, Feb. Ist, 1888, per steamship Nevada and
came direct to Boston, where he was ticketed, arriving here on the
morning of the 2nd,, hist. lie states that on the 28th day of
October, 1883,he was convicted of the crime of burglary, committed
in England, and was sentenced to serve five years in prison. Under
the above named sentence he has served in four differentprisons, the
last 18 months being in the Isle of Wight, from which institution
he was discharged on the 13th day of January, 1888, previous
to which discharge he was called before the Governor of the
prison, and asked to accept transportation to the United States,
which he twice declined, on the grounds that his brother and sister,
residing in Holyoke, Mass., where they designed to send him, had
not invited him to come there, and he did not care to disgrace
them ; but through the agency of one of the societies for the aid
or transportation of convicts, located in Manchester, there being a

society established for the same purpose in several places in Eng-
land, the missing invitation was obtained, and Sellers was released
from prison to the care of the Manchester Society, for transpor-
tation to Holyoke, Mass. He was accompanied to Liverpool by
an agent of the society, who saw him safely embarked, on the
21st day of January, 1888, provided with a ticket to Boston,
Mass., via. New York, and a post-office order for ten shillings, to
be paid at the Boston Post-office, the money to be used for his
passage from Boston to Holyoke. Sellers states that it is a custom
in English prisons for the prison governor to offer transportation
to the United States to convicts whose term of sentence is draw-
ing to a close, and those who accept such transportation are placed
in the care of one of the several societies, mentioned above, to
carry out the object; but should the prisoner object to such trans-
portation, he would be informed that after leaving prison he
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would be kept under strict surveillance, and that any misdemeanor
committed thereafter, severe punishment would follow.

Very respectfully submitted,

(Signed) CHAS. A. COLCORD.

Referred by Supt. In-Door Poor to State Board of Lunacy and
Charity, February 4, 1888.

[B-
(Copy,

COMMONWEALTH OF MASSACHUSETTS.

Know all men by these presents, that I, Charlotte Lee (or Leigh),
late of Ireland, and now on board the Steamer “Kansas,” owned
by the “Warren Steamship Company,” at the Company’s Dock,
in Boston, in the County of Suffolk, and Commonwealth of Massa-
chusetts (and in that part of said Boston called East Boston),
upon oath depose and say that the questions and answers annexed
hereto have been read to me ; that I understand the purport of
the same ; that the said questions were propounded to me in the
saloon of the said Steamer “Kansas”; and that the subjoined
answers were made by me to the same under oath, and they are
true in every respect.

her
Charlotte X Lee.

mark
Witness: John P. Leahy.

Note.—Says she can’t write to-day.

Suffolk ss. Boston, January 3d, A.D. 1888. Then personally appeared the
above named Charlotte Lee (or Leigh), to whom I read the questions and answers
contained in the annexed statement, and upon oath she swears that the foregoing
statement, and the statements contained in the several answers are the truth. The
originals of the letters marked “ A ” and “B ” were submitted to and copied by me.

Before me, (Signed) John P. Leahy,
Justice of the Peace.

EXAMINATION OF CHARLOTTE LEE.
Q. What is your name ? A. Charlotte Lee.
Q. Where were you born? A. At Newbliss, County of Mon-

aghan, Ire.
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Q. How old are you ? A. I was twenty years old last
Christmas.

Q. How long did you live in County Monaghan? A. Until
about five years ago.

Q. Were you ever married? A. No
Q. Have you ever borne a child ? A. I had a child
Q. When was your child born? A. In the summertime just

before the Christmas live vears ago.ago

Q. Where was the child born? A. In Clonis, in the same
county.

Q. Was the child male or female? A. A boy
Q. How long were you in Clonis before the birth ? A. A couple

of days.

Q. Where did you live just before you went to Clonis? A. 1
don’t remember the name of the place.

Q. Was it in the County of Monaghan? A. It was not. It
was a country place.

Q. How long did you live in this place ? A. About two years.
Q. With whom did you live during this time? A. With a Mr.

Murray.

Q. What was your business or occupation there ? A. General
housework.

Q. Who lived in the house besides yourself? A. Mr. Murray,
his father and sister.

Q. What was Mr. Murray’s occupation ? A. A farmer.
Q. Was the farm a large or a small one? A. A small farm.
Q. What was the name of the father of your child? A. Mr.

Murray.

Q. Was he a married man, or single? A. Single.
Q. How old was he at that time? A. About twenty-one or

twenty-two years of age.
Q. Did he run the farm himself? A. Yes, sir
Q. Did he have intercourse with you more than once? A. I

can’t remember.
Q. Now, don’t you remember his first name? A. I think it

was William.
Q. Do you know whether Mr. Murray is now alive? A. Iwas

told that he left Ireland.
Q. When did he leave Ireland? A. I couldn’t say
Q. When did you hear that he left Ireland? A. After Iwa

arrested.
Q. Do you recollect when you were arrested? A. I do not

It was about a month after my child was born.
Q. Was your child then alive or dead? A. He was deac
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Q. What did they arrest you for? A. I couldn’t say.
Q. What did they say you did? A. They charged me with

doing away with the child.
Q. What do you mean by “ doing away with the child”? A.

I couldn’t say.

Q. Were you sent to prison after the trial ? A. Yes.

Q. What was the name of the prison? A. Range Gorman.
Q. Did you have a trial before being sent there? A. Yes, sir.
Q. Did you have a lawyer to defend you ? A. Yes; I bad one.
Q. What was his name? A. I don’t remember.
Q. Did you have a jury trial? A. Yes, sir
Q. Did the jury bring in a verdict of guilty ? A. I don’tknow.

Q. When did you go to Range Common prison? A. The day
before New Year’s day, five years a

Q. How long did you stay there? A. About five years. I
was nine months waiting for trial.

Q. How long were you sentenced for? A. For life
Q. When did you leave Range Common prison? A. Two

weeks ago last Thursday. [Note. December 15, 1887.1
Q. Were you pardoned from prison? A. Lord Aberdeen gave

me liberty.

Q. Did you ask to go yourself ? A. I never did.
Q. Do yOu know who asked to have you go? A. Mr. Hogan

and Mr. Neilan.
Q. Where is Range Common prison ? A. In Dublin.
Q. Where did you go after leaving prison? A. I came on the

boat.
Q. Who went to the boat with you? A. One of the matrons
Q. What is her name ? A. Miss Ritchie.
Q. Did you pay for your passage yourself ? A. I did not. It

was paid for me.
Q. Who paid for your passage over? A. The government.
Q. Who told you the government paid? A. Nobody told me.

I heal'd them iu the prison speaking of it.
Q. What did you hear them say? A. I heard the clergyman

of the prison say he would get me out, and have my passage paid.
Q. Do you remember the clergyman’s name? A. It was Mr.

Hogan, I told you.

Q. Did they give you any money when Miss Ritchie left you on
the boat, or before? A. They did not give me any money.

Q. Did you have any money of your own? A. One thre
penc

0- Where were you going to in this country? A. To the
Home.
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Q. Did the writers of these letters give them to you? A. Ye
[See copies “D ” and “ E.’

Q. How many other peop ft the prison with you ? A. Twc
left a few days before me.

Q. Do you know where t went to? A. They went tc
Canada.

Q. What were their name A I don’t know.
A. One was yoiQ. Were they young or old

married.
Q. Can you read and writ

name.
A.. I read a littl nv

Q. Have you any near relatives living? A. My father, one
brother and one sister

Q. What are their names, and where are they now ? A.
Father, James, at Newbliss; brother, Matthew, at New
sister, Eliza Ann, in Boston, Mass

Q. Did any of them know you were coming here? A. Yes
my father knew it.

(

During the calendar year 1882, 2,369 persons were,admitted to
the State Almshouse and State Farm.

Of this number, 1,408 were of foreign birth, who came to the
United States in the years named below, the same being about
60 per cent, of the admissions.

Of this number 1,227 wc foreign birth, who came to t

persons were admitted to
F; m

:d

During the calendar year 11
the State Almshouse and Stat

United States in the years :
per cent, of the admissions

w, the same being about
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1886 3 1880,

3 1879, 4(3
1884,
1883,
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The remaining 551 came to the United States prior to 1877.

During the calendar year 1882, 351 State patients were com-
mitted to the State Lunatic Hospitals.

Of this number 216 were of foreign birth, who came to the
United States in the years named below, the same being about 60
per cent- of the commitments.

YEAR.
Number of

Y'EAR Number of
Patients.

’

Patients.

1882, .... 28 1876, ... 51881, .... 29 1875, .... 41880, .... 17 1874, .... 101879, , . . . 20 1873, .... 121878 2 1872, .... 181877, .... 0

The remaining 66 came to the United States prior to 1872.

During the calendar year 1887, 456 State patients were com-
mitted to the State lunatic hospitals.

Of this number 226 were of foreign birth, who came to the
United States in the years named below, the same being about 50
per cent, of the commitments.

YEAR. Number of | year Number of
Patients. Patients.

1887, • • . . 20 I 1881, . . 22ISBG. .... 21 1880, .... 171885 > • 9 1879, ... 12
' ' • • 12 1878, .... 5

1883I883 18 1877, .... 21882, .... 12

The remaining 73 came to the United States prior to 1
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D.]
(Copy.)

2 Gardiner’s Row, Dec. 13th

Dear Madam : Miss Carter of Boston has kindly given me an
introduction to you for the bearer of this, Charlotte Leigh. lam
sending Miss Carter’s letter to you by this mail, and if any letter
has not yet reached you, perhaps you would kindly see that the
girl goes to respectable lodgings until she can get a situation.

Yours, very truly,

E.]
(Copy.)

All Saints, Philsborough Road, Dublin,
Dec. 14, 1887.

I beg to recommend the bearer, Charlotte Lee, who is going to
the United States to seek for employment as a domestic servant.
I have had occasion as a clergyman to see her frequently, and to
observe her conduct closely during the past four or five years, and
I believe she is capable of making a willing, good-tempered and
industrious household servant. She is a member of the Church of
Ireland, and a communicant. 1 have much concern in her future
welfare. 1 shall feel obliged to any one, to whom this note
reaches, to extend advice, guidance or assistance to the bearer.
She carries away with her my best wishes for her future welfare.

(Signed) Henry Hogan,
Vicar of All Saints, Dublin.

Both letters are addressed in one envelope to Mrs. Cullis, 1 and
2 Beacon Hill Place, Boston, Mass., U.S.A.

(Signed) Alice M. Tweed.

LETTERS


