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The Joint Committee on the Judiciary, to whom w
ferred the Order relative to the preservation of the docke

as
ts

and records of trial justices, report the accompanying Bill

For the Committee,

HENRY H. SPRAGUE
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[Mar.TlilAL JUSTICES.

Jn the Year One ThousandEight Hundred and Eighty-eight.

AN ACT
To provide for the Preservation of the Dockets,

Records and other Official Papers of Trial Jus-
tices.

Be it enacted by the Senate and House of Representatives
in General Court assembled, and by the authority of the
same, as follows -•

1 Section 1. Trial justices shall safely preserve
2 all dockets and records of their official procecd-
-3 ings, and other official papers in their custody;
4 shall keep them open, under proper regulations,
5 to public inspection and examination, and shall
G furnish copies thereof upon request and payment
7 of such fees as are allowed in similar cases to
8 clerks of courts.

1 Sect. 2. On the death, resignation or removal
2 from office of a trial justice, all such dockets,
3 records an 1 other official papers in his custody

Commomucaltl) of ittassacljusctts.



81888.] SENATE —No. 146

4 shall be deposited in the office of the clerk of the
5 court in the county in which he resided, or if he
G resided in the county of Suffolk, in the office of
7 the clerk of the superior court for civil business
8 in said county.

1 Sect. 3. A trial justice who neglects for three
2 months after his resignation or removal from
3 office so to deposit his dockets, records and other
4 official papers shall forfeit a sum not exceeding
5 five hundred dollars.

1 Sect. 4. If the executor or administrator of a
2 deceased trial justice neglects for three months
3 after his acceptance of such office so to deposit
4 in the clerk’s office the dockets, records and other
5 official papers of the deceased which come into his
G hands, he shall forfeit a sum not exceeding five
7 hundred dollars.

1 Sect. 5. Whoever knowingly and wilfully
2 destroys, defaces or conceals the dockets, records
3 or other official papers of a trial justice shall for-
-4 feit a sum not exceeding one thousand dollars,
5 and be liable in damages to any party injured
G thereby.

1 Sect. G. The several clerks before mentioned
2 shall receive and safely keep such dockets, rec-
-3 ords and other official papers of trial justices as
4 may be deposited in their offices, and shall make
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5 and certify copies thereof, for which they sha 1 be
6 paid the same fees as are allowed them in similar
7 cases, and copies thus certified shall have the same
8 effect as if certified by such trial justices.

1 Sect. 7. This act shall take effect upon its
2 passage.


