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In the Year One Thousand Eight Hundred and Eighty-eight.

AN ACT
To incorporate the Riverside Aqueduct Company.
Be it enacted by the Senate and House of Representatives

in General Court assembled, and by the authority of the
same, as follows:

1 Section 1. Timothy M. Stoughton, Myron
2 A. Ward and George L. Manchester, their asso-
-3 ciates and successors, arc hereby made a corpora-
-4 tion by the name of the Riverside Aqueduct
5 Company, for the purpose of furnishing the
6 inhabitants of Riverside in Gill with pure water,
7 for the extinguishment of fires and for domestic
8 and other purposes; with all the powers and
9 privileges and subject to all the duties, restrie-

-10 tions and liabilities set forth in all general laws
11 which now or may hereafter be in force applicable
12 to such corporations.

1 Sect. 2, The said corporation for the pur-
-2 poses aforesaid, may take by purchase or other-

cmmomucaltl) ot i^assaftyusette



31888.] SENATE No. 159.

3 wise and hold the water of any springs or brooks
4 on the farm known as the Allen farm; and on
5 the farm and lands of Timothy M. Stoughton;
6 also from the stream called Fall river; also from
7 the small pond near the Connecticut river called
8 the “Lilly pond,” and also from the Connecticut
9 river, all in the town of Gill, and said corporation

10 shall include the large spring, the source of the
11 present supply of water, called the “ Ileal All
12 Spring,” in its supply for domestic purposes, and
13 the water rights connected with any such water
14 sources, and any water procured from any other
15 source under the authority of this act, and also
1G all lands, rights of way and easements necessary
17 for holding and preserving such water and for
18 conveying the same to any part ofRiverside; and
19 may erect on the land thus taken or held, proper
20 dams, building, fixtures and other structures, and
21 may make excavations, procure and operate
22 machinery and provide such other means and
23 appliances as may be necessary for the establish-
-24 ment and maintainance of complete and effective
25 water works ; and may construct and lay down
2G conduits, pipes and other works, under or over
27 any lands, water courses, public or private ways
28 and along any such ways in such manner as not
29 unnecessarily to obstruct the same ; and for the
30 purposes of constructing, maintaining and re-
-31 pairing such conduits, pipes and other works, and
32 for all purposes of this act, said corporation may
33 dig up any such lands and under the direction of
34 the selectmen of said Gill, may enter upon and
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35 dig up any such ways, in such manner as to
36 cause the least hinderance to public travel on such
37 ways.

1 Sect. 3. The said corporation shall, within
2 sixty days after the taking of any lauds, rights of
3 way, water rights, water sources or easements, as
4 aforesaid, otherwise than by purchase, cause to
5 be recorded in the registry of deeds for the
6 county of Franklin, a description thereof suffi-
-7 ciently accurate for identification, with a state-
-8 ment of the purposes for which the same were
9 taken, signed by the president of the corporation.

1 Sect. 4. The said corporation shall pay all
2 damages sustained by any person or corporation
3 in property by the taking of any land, right of
4 way, water, water source, water right or ease-
-5 ment, or any other thing done by said corporation
6 under the authority of this act. Any corporation
7 or person sustaining damages as aforesaid under
8 this act, who fails to agree with said corporation
9 as to the amount of damages sustained, may have

10 the damages assessed and determined in the man-
-11 ner provided by law when land is taken for high-
-12 ways, on application at any time within the period
13 of three years from the taking of such land or

14 other property, or the doing of other injury under
15 the authority of this act; but no such application
16 shall be made after the expiration of said three
17 years. iNo application for assessment of damages
18 shall be made for the taking of any water, water
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19 rights, or for any injury thereto, until the water

20 is actually withdrawn or diverted by said corpor-
-21 ation under the authority of this act.

1 Sect. 5. The said corporation may distribute
2 the water through the village of Riverside in
3 Gill, may regulate the use of said water, and fix
4 and collect rates to be paid for the use of the
5 same; and may make such contracts with the
G said town or with any tire district that may here-
-7 after be established therein, or with any indi-
-8 vidual or other corporation, to supply water for
9 the extinguishment of fires or for other purposes,

10 as may be mutually agreed upon.

1 Sect. 6. The said corporation may, for the
2 purposes set forth in this act, hold real estate not
3 exceeding in amount twenty-five thousand dollars;
4 and the whole capital stock of said corporation
5 shall not exceed twenty-five thousand dollars, to
6 be divided into shares of the par value of one
7 hundred dollars each.

1 Sect. 7. The said corporation may issue bonds
2 bearing interest at a rate not exceeding six per
3 cent, per annum, and secure the same by a mort-
-4 gage on its franchise and other property to an
5 amount not exceeding its capital stock actually
6 paid in and applied to the purposes of its incorpo-
-7 ration.

1 Sect. 8. The said town of Gill and any fire
2 district that may hereafter be established therein
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3 shall have the right at any time to purchase of
4 said corporation its franchise, corporate property,
5 and all its rights, powers and privileges, at a
6 price which may be mutually agreed upon, and
7 may have a like right to purchase their interest
8 from the mortgagees after foreclosure of any
9 mortgage authorized by section seven of this act;

10 and said corporation is authorized to make sale of
11 the same to said town or fire district. If said cor-
-12 poration or said mortgagees, as the case may be,
13 and said town or fire district, are unable to agree,
14 then the compensation to be paid shall be deter-
-15 mined by three commissioners, to be appointed
16 by the superior court upon application by said
17 town or fire district, and notice to the other party,
18 whose award, when accepted by said court, shall
19 be binding on all parties. If said corporation
20 shall have issued bonds under the provisions of
21 section seven and the mortgage shall not have
22 been foreclosed, and the compensation to be paid
23 shall be determined by commissioners as afore-
-24 said, such commissioners shall find the value of
25 such franchise, corporate property, rights, powers
26 and privileges, as if the same were unincumbered,
27 and the mortgagees shall be entitled to be heard
28 before such commissioners as to such value: and
29 if the value so found shall exceed the amount of
30 such mortgage debt, said town or fire district
31 shall acquire such franchise, property, rights,
32 powers and privileges by paying said corporation
33 such excess, and shall assume said mortgage
34 debt; but if the value so found should be less
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35 than the mortgage debt, then said town or fire
86 district shall acquire such franchise, property,
37 rights, powers and privileges of said corporation,
38 and also the interests of said mortgagees by pay-
-39 ing said mortgagees the amount of the value so

40 found, and such mortgage shall thereby be dis-
-41 charged and said town or fire district shall there-
-42 upon hold and possess such franchise and all said
43 corporate property rights, powers and privileges
44 unincumbered and discharged from any trust.
45 The right to purchase as aforesaid is granted on

46 condition that the same be authorized by a two-
-47 thirds vote of the voters of said town or fire dis-
-48 trict present and voting thereon, at a meeting
49 called for that purpose.

1 Sect. 9. The county commissioners for Frank-
-2 lin county, upon the application of the owner of
3 any land, water, or water rights taken under this
4 act, shall require said corporation to give satisfac-

-5 tory security for the payment of all damages and
6 costs which may be awarded such owner for the
7 land or other property so taken; but previous to
8 requiring such security the county commissioners
9 shall, if application therefor is made by either

10 party, make an estimate of the damages which
11 may result from such taking, and the county com-
-12 missioners shall in like manner require further se-
-13 curity, if at any time the security before required
14 appears to them to have become insufficient; and
15 all the right or authority of said corporation to
16 enter upon or use such land or other property,
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17 except for making surveys, shall be suspended
18 until it gives the security so required.

1 Sect. 10. The said corporation may purchase
2 from the owners any aqueduct or water-pipes
3 now used in furnishing water in the village of
4 Riverside, and all the estate, property, rights, and
5 privileges in such owners.

1 Sect. 11. Whoever wilfully or wantonly cor-
-2 rupts, pollutes or diverts any of the waters taken
3 or held under this act, or injures any structure,
4 work or other property owned, held or used by
5 said corporation, under the authority of and for
0 the purposes of this act, shall forfeit and pay to
7 said corporation three times the amount of dam-
-8 ages assessed theretor, to be recovered in an

9 action of tort; and upon conviction of either of
10 the above wilful or wanton acts, shall be pun-
-11 ished by a fine not exceeding three hundred
12 dollars or by imprisonment not exceeding one
13 year.

1 Sect. 12. This act shall take effect upon its

2 passage, but shall become null and void unless
3 work is commenced under it within three years
4 from the date of its passage.


