
No. 213.

[Offered by Mr. Sprague as a substitute for the Bill in relation to
burial permits and records of deaths in cities, and the recording of
births therein.]

In the Year One Thousand Eight Hundred and Eighty-eight

AN ACT
Relating to the Certificates and Registry of Deaths,

and the Burial and Removal of Bodies of Deceased
Persons.

Be it enacted by the Senate and House of Representatives
in General Court assembled, and by the authority of the
same, as follows:

1 Section 1. Section three of chapter thirty-
-2 two of the Public Statutes requiring attending
3 physicians to furnish for registration certain facts
4 relating to deceased persons, is amended so as to
5 read as follows: “ Section 3. A physician who
6 has attended a person during his last illness shall,
7 when requested, forthwith furnish for registration
8 a certificate stating, to the best of his knowledge
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9 and belief, the name of the deceased, his age, the
10 disease of which he died, the duration of his last
11 sickness, and the date of his decease. If a phy-

-12 sician neglects or refuses to make a certificate, as
13 aforesaid, he shall he punished by a fine not ex-
II ceeding fifty dollars.”

1 Sect. 2. Section five of said chapter, prohibit-
ing the burial or removal of a human body until
a proper certificate is furnished, is amended so as
to read as follows: “ Section 5. ISTo undertaker,
sexton or other person shall bury in a city or
town or remove therefrom the body of a deceased
person until he has received a permit so lo do
from the board of health or its duly appointed
agent, or, if there is no board of health in such
city or town, from the city or town clerk. ISTo
such permit shall be issued until there has been
delivered to such board, or agent or clerk, as the
case may be, a satisfactory written statement
containing the facts required by this chapter to
be returned and recorded, together with the cer-
tificate of the attending physician, if any, as re-

quired by section three of this chapter, or in lieu
thereof a certificate as hereinafter provided. If
there is no attending physician, or if the certifi-
cate of the attending physician can not be ob-
tained, for good and sufficient reasons, early
enough for the purpose, the chairman of the
board of health or any physician employed by a

city or town for the purpose shall, upon request
of said board, agent or clerk, make such certifi-
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26 cate as is required of the attending physician;
27 and, in case of death by violence, the medical
28 examiner shall, if requested, make the same.
29 When such satisfactory statement and certificate
30 are delivered to the board of health or to its
31 agent, the board or agent shall forthwith counter-
-32 sign and transmit the same to the clerk or register
33 for registration. The person to whom the permit
34 is so given shall thereafter furnish for registra-
-35 tion any other information as to the deceased or

36 to the manner and cause of the death, as the clerk
37 or registrar may require.
38 “ Any person violating any of the provisions of
39 this section shall be punished by a fine not ex-
-40 ceeding fifty dollars.”




