
No. 240.

Board op Railroad Commissioners,
No. 20 Beacon Street, Boston,

May 2, 1888.

Hon. Halsey J.Boardman, President of the Senate

Sir: lam instructed to transmit to you for presentation
the enclosed Special Report of this Board on the subject of
heating and lighting passenger cars.

Yours respectfully,

WM. A. CRAFTS Clerk.

tonmoniocaltl) of iltaosacljusctto.
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SPECIAL REPORT TO THE LEGISLATURE BY THE BOARD
OF RAILROAD COMMISSIONERS

ON THE SUBJECT Of

HEATING AND LIGHTING PASSENGER CARS.

To the Honorable Senate and House of Representatives in General Court
assembled.

The Board of Railroad Commissioners, in accordance with
the intimation contained in its annual report, hereby makes
further report upon the subject .of providing better and safer
methods for heating and lighting passenger cars.

Under theauthority vested in the Board under the statute,
to employ experts from time to time, as may be necessary,
it early in the present year secured the services of Prof.
Gaetano Lanza, with instructions to examine the workings of
the various systems of heating by steam from the locomotive
in-use in this State, and especially to test the quantity of
steam necessarily used for the purpose. Professor Lanza
has, during the past winter, made careful examination of the
merits and defects of the various systems, and of the difficul-
ties encountered in their operation, and has lately made to
this Board a full report of his investigations and conclusions.

Though the difficulties have not all been surmounted,
though there is trouble from the leakage of steam and from
the freezing of traps, and the imperfect action of reducing
valves on the engine, the report made by Professor Lanza
confirms the Board in the opinion that the system of heating
by steam from the locomotive is not only practicable and
conducive to the comfort and safety of passengers, but it is
also desirable as a measure of economy; that it should be
adopted as the standard throughout this State, and that the
use of the separate heaters in or under cars should only be
permitted under exceptional circumstances.
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While the Board would not have been justified in taking
action upon this matter until the experience of the winter
had been gained and the report of the expert made, it fully
appreciates that it would now be unwarrantable to require
the companies to equip all their cars for steam-heating in
season for the coming winter. During the summer the cars
are in constant use, and great inconvenience to the public
and loss to the companies would result if they should be
taken oft’ long enough to fit them with the required appli-
ances. We deem it proper, therefore, to give the railroads
until the fall of next year to complete the equipment of
their cars with steam-heating appliances. They will then
have the coming fall, the winter and the spring in which to
accomplish the work.

It is our purpose, unless otherwise instructed by legisla-
tive action, to issue a circular to the companies, notifying
them that all approvals heretofore granted for methods of
heating other than by steam from the locomotive will con-
tinue only until the first day of October, 1889, and that
thereafter methods of heating by the use of separate heaters,
in or under cars, will be approved under exceptional circum-
stances only by special permit, and recommending the
various companies to use all reasonable diligence in fitting
their cars and engines with the necessary appliances for
steam-heating, so that, if possible, the use of the separate
heater may, during the coming winter, become the exception
rather than the rule.

Respectfully submitted.
For the Board,

GEORGE G. CROCKER, Chairman.
May 1, 1888.




