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The Committee on Military Affairs, who are required by
section 89 of chapter 14 of the Public Statutes to inspect
and report on the condition of the State Arsenal and Camp-
ground at South Framingham, report that they made the
annual inspection on Friday, May 4.

The Committee made a thorough inspection of the arsenal
and the State property therein, which was all found in good
order, and systematically arranged so that any article re-
quired may be found at a moment’s notice. An improve-
ment has been made by building a line of closets, lined with
tar paper, to contain the uniforms. In the arsenal was
found the ambulance purchased by the State ; it is fitted
with all the modern appliances for the care and comfort of
those who may need it. Owing to the backwardness of the
season, and the early date of the inspection, the camp-
ground was not in as good condition as it otherwise wouldo O

have been, but everything indicates that it will be fully up
to its usual standard of excellence before the date fixed for
the annual tour of duty in June.

A very great improvement has been made by moving the
large building, used as a storehouse, to another part of the
grounds, distant from the arsenal, thus insuring greater
safety to the arsenal in case of fire.

Another improvement, noticed by the Committee, was a
large building in process of erection, which will contain a
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room for each company of the militia, where company prop-
erly can be stored and cared for, thus supplying a want that
has long been felt, and is another evidence of the wisdom of
the Adjutant-General, who plans for the future as well as
for the present, and is in line with the policy, inaugurated
by him, of having permanent buildings for the use of the
militia. The policy is a good one and should be continued.

The Committee were much interested in the inspection of
the method adopted of keeping the accounts, and the manner
of issuing and accounting for the property of the State.
The system adopted has all the safeguards needed to protect
the State from being defrauded.

The Committee are of the opinion that Captain Tandy, the
superintendent, is deserving of great praise for the faithful
service he gives to the State in the responsible position he
now occupies.

The State of Massachusetts is justly proud of her militia,
and is ready to grant all needed aid to increase their effi-
ciency and provide for their comfort, as any one may see
who wdshes to visit the camp-ground at South Framingham.

The Committee desire to thank the Adjutant General for
his kindness and courtesy to them, and congratulate the
State on having for Adjutant General an officer who faith-
fully and with untiring zeal labors to keep the militia of
Massachusetts in the front rank.

For the Committee,

DAVID WALKER.






