
SENATE No. 6.

II

State House Commission
January 6, 188(5,

To the Honorable Senate and House of Representatives
The State House Commission has the honor to submit a

detailed report of the work performed and the expenditures
made by it during the year ending December 31st last,
together with copies of such contracts as have been made
therefor.

Respectfully submitted

O. F. MITCHELL
HENRY B. PEIRCE
DAN. A. GLEASON

Commissioners on the State Hons,

(Hommomucaltl) of illassacljusctts.
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Expended Appropriatioi

Repairs, improvements and furniture State
House (chap. 39, Acts 1885), $lO,OOO 00 $lO,OOO 0C

Expended from deficiency appropriation
(chap. 113, Acts 1885), . . . , 452

Legislative contingent (chap. 1, Acts 1885), | $6,554 85 $6,000

Extra repairs and improvements upon the
State House (chap. 383, Acts, chap. 80,
Resolves 1885,) $5,424 16 $5,500 00

(See Appendix “ A ” for details

Repairs, improvements and other expenses
at CommonwealthBuilding (chap. 3 and
chap. 89, Acts 1885),

Civil Service Commission
Resolve, chap. 2, 1885

Rent ($750 per year)

Furniture,

Commissioners on Topographical Sur-
vey and Map of Massachusetts

Rent ($4OO per year), ....

Furniture,

Bureau of Statistics of Labor (C ;NSUs)

Resolve, chap. 30, 181
Rent ($2,600 per year) $1,770 83 $2,600 00
Furniture, iOO 00498 20

REPORT.

338 34 $5OO 00

804 93 300 00
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ELEVATOI

Chap. 70, Resolves 18!

A contract for the construction of two passenger elevators
was awarded to Melaucthon Hanford for the sum of $11,435.
Amount appropriated, $13,000. (See Appendix “ B.”)

In contracting for hydraulic elevators, we have expected
to use the force pump run in the basement. If this should
prove not to be adapted for this use, the appropriation is large
enough to supply one unquestionably adapted to the purpose,
with very little delay.

ADDITIONAL ROOM.

Chap. 74, Resolves 1881

The Commission was directed by Resolve, chap. 74, 1885,
to provide suitable rooms outside the State House and Com-
monwealth Building for the use of the Gas Commissioners,
Commissioners on Pharmacy, and the Board of Health,
Lunacy and Charity. The house No. 13 Beacon Street was
leased for one year from Sept. 1, 1885: rent, $3,500:
amount appropriated, $3,500.

The Board of Health, Lunacy and Charity refused to re-
move its In-door and Out-door departments, and, as a result,
the whole of the first floor and basement and one-half of the
second and third floors at No. 13 Beacon Street are unoccu-
pied ; while the additional room absolutely needed for other
departments in the State House is still retained by the
Board. The Secretary of the Commonwealth is unable to
carry out the provisions of chap. 337 of the Acts of 1885
relating to the records, files, papers and documents in his
department, because of lack of room ; and the Auditor of Ac-
counts represents that the rooms now occupied by him are
entirely inadequate for the work required at his hands. The
following copy of a letter addressed to the Board will
sufficiently explain the action of the Commission in the
premises:
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Boston, Oct. 7, 1885

Charles F. Donnelly, Esq., Chairman of the Board of Health, Lunacy
and Charily

Dear Sir: —Your communication of yesterday was duly re-
ceived, and has been carefully considered by the Commissioners on
the State blouse. On the 10th of July the Commission advised
your board that the matter of providing rooms for the accommoda-
tion of the board in accordance with a resolve of the General
Court was under consideration, and that your board would be heard
at its convenience, if a hearing was desired. On the 17th of July,
the board, by its chairman, was heard by the Commission, and
objections were made to the sufficiency of the available rooms in
the building on Somerset Street, which it was assumed had been
or might be considered bj - the Commissioners as suitable. The
chairman stated clearly and fully the requirements for the proper
accommodation of the board. These were substantially, first, that
the entire building selected should be under the control of the
State; second, that it should be upon a principal thoroughfare;
third, that it should be as near as possible to the State House,
both of these latter conditions being designed for the convenience
of those having business with the board ; fourth, a statement in
considerable detail was made of the number of clerks employed in
the various departments of the board, including information fur-
nished by the officers in charge thereof. Upon consideration of
these statements, the Commissioners promptly decided that the
rooms in the Somerset Street house were not available. Being
fully acquainted with the requirements above referred to, the Com-
missioners singly and together, during the next two weeks, visited
every house within a reasonable distance of the State House which
they learned could be secured for the use of the State. The only
one which fulfilled all the conditions was the house No. 13 Beacon
Street, a lease of which was thereupon effected, under which pos-
session was taken September Ist. On the 4th of September, the
Commission advised your board of its action, and requested that
the rooms to be occupied by its several departments should be
designated at once, with a view to removal without delay. On the
9th of September, in accordance with a request, the Commission
heard a committee of your board and re-examined the house,
with special reference to objections then made, which were the
same in substance as those contained in your favor of yesterday,
and on the 12th of September they advised you of their conclu-
sions, and respectfully reiterated their request regarding the
assignment 'of the rooms.
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These rooms now await occupancy by your board ; the rooms
at present occupied by your board in the State House have
been declared by the Legislature to be needed for the use of other
departments in the State House, and certain portions have been
specially assigned by that authority, and the needs thus provided
for ought not to be longer ignored. In view of all these facts, the
Commission, in the discharge of the duty imposed by the resolve,
has felt compelled to adopt the following:

Voted, That the sergeant-at-arms is hereby advised that, in
accordance with resolve, chap. 74 of the Acts and Resolves of
1885, the Commission on the State House has procured suitable
rooms for the Board of Health, Lunacy and Charity', at No. 13
Beacon Street, namely, the front basement room, and all the rooms
upon the first, second and third floors thereof; and he is further
advised that the interests of the public service require that the
rooms in the State House now occupied by the said board should
be vacated forthwith.

For the Commissioner

Very respectfully

O. F. Mitchei.i
Chairman.
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Detail of expenditures under chap. 80, Resolves 1885, providin
for certain repairs aud improvements upon the State House :

Expended. Appropriated

Gutters, conductors and roofs, . . . §2Bl 07 $BOO 00

Repairing, plastering, etc., committee rooms,: 800 00 800 00

Repairing, plastering, etc., Inspector of
Charities’ room, 150 00 150 00

Repairing, plastering, etc., balls, and sheath-
ing stairs, . . . . 150 00 150 00

Fitting up Sergeant-at-Arms’ room, . . 190 35 J 200 00

43 48 50 00

175 00 175 00
Resetting tiles

Painting halls
95 00Cementing stone in front of State House

Setting stone rear State House, painting
ironwork 186 00 1 187 00

Cases in Auditor's room

Repairing steam heating apparatus (Ap- 1,152 39 1,200 00
pendix “ C ”), .

Steps to gallery in Treasurer’s department, 150 00

■275 01Painting and whitening rooms in basement

Alterations, repairs and furniture (Prison 346 00
Commission),

......

45

698 86 ! 700 0(Furniture for two new Commissions

Added, 10 per centum, . 486 00 486

$5,424 15 1 |5,600 0(Total

APPENDIX “A.”
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This agreement made and concluded on the 13th day of August,
1885, between Melancthon Hanford of Malden, Mass., and the
Commonwealth of Massachusetts acting by the Commissioners on
the State House

Witnesseth, That the said Hanford agrees to construct and erect
in the State House, at points designated by said Commissioners,
two substantial, first-class passenger elevators, of the general char-
acter exhibited in proposals submitted to said Commissioners, which
proposals were accepted by them on the 12th daj' of August, 1885,
within the space of ninety days from the day of date. The cars to
cost ($450.00) four hundred and fifty dollars each. Said Hanford
to furnish all material and do all the work required, and to furnish
the elevators completely fitted and equipped, ready for use, and to
leave the building in all respects in the same condition as when he
commences work, except such alterations as are rendered necessary
by the construction of said elevators. And the Commonwealth
agrees to pay therefor the sum of ($11,435.00) eleven thousand
four hundred and thirty-five dollars upon the completion and
acceptance of said work.

MELANCTHON HANFORD.

O. F. MITCHELL,
HENRY B. PEIRCI
DANIEL A. GLEASON,

Commissioner* on the State Hon.
Witnei

C. B. Hutchinson.

APPENDIX “ B.”
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Boston, July 16, 1885,

O. F. Mitchell, Esq., Sergeant-ai
chusetls.

4rms, Commonwealth of Massa-

Dear Sir : We respectfully submit the following proposal for
furnishing and setting steam radiators, in place of coils, in the
Massachusetts State House, Boston. We propose to supply and
set, complete, the radiators in schedule below, of the description
shown in enclosed circular, and the best quality made by us.
These radiators are to be bronzed in best manner, with No. 6000
gold bronze, after being set in place. Also, two radiators in
Council Chamber to be re-bronzed. Each new radiator to have
two Frink seat valves, of same size as its outlets, and one air
valve; all to be nickel plated, and the steam valves to have
wooden wheels. Where radiators are set opposite low window
seats, they are to be less than regular height, to correspond : in
other locations thej7 are to be of standard height of 35 inches. All
radiators are to have ornamental screen tops. Whole number of
radiators (as per schedule), 42.

We will remove the old coils, screens, and slabs, and the 42
radiators, complete, as above specified, for the sum of ($712.00)
seven hundred and twelve dollars, and the old coils, screens, slabs
and material.

Yours faithfully,

WALWORTH MANUF’G CO,,

Arthur C Walworth.

Add for carpenter work and making everything good ($100.00)
one hundred dollars, making total $812.00.

WALWORTH MANUF’G CO
A.. C. Walworth.

Accepted.
O. F. MITCHELL,
HENRY B. PEIRCE,
DANIEL A. GLEASON,

Commissioners on the State House,

APPENDIX “ C.!


