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The undersigned, a minority of the Joint Committee on
Labor, while cordially agreeing with the main provisions of
the bill reported by the majority of the Committee, do dis-
sent from so much thereof as relates to the weekly payment
of wages by railroad corporations, and recommend instead
fortnightly payments by such corporations.

Any such bill, to be successful when it becomes a law, must
be practical and adapted to the special needs and circum-
stances of those for whose benefit such legislation is desired.
It is admitted that there is a radical difference between cor-
porations whose employees are scattered over a large extent
of territory and those whose employees are, so to speak,
under one roof. It is further admitted, even by the majority,
that there must be a radical change in the method of pay-
ment by railroad corporations, if a weekly system is adopted,
from the present method of taking their wages to each em-
ployee, to some system of payment by checks or at stations.
The minority believe that such a change would involve an
expense and a loss of time to the employees ; and with this in
view, and also considering the fact that very little evidence
exists of a demand for such a change, we do not believe that
it would be for the interest of the employees to oblige rail-
road corporations to pay weekly. We therefore propose the
accompanying Bill as a substitute.

HERBERT M. FEDERHEN,
JOHN M. CROSBY,

Commontocaltl) of iHaseadjusctts.

MINORITY REPORT.

HENRY PARKMAN,
Of the House.



[Feb2 PAYMENT OF WAGES.

In the Year One Thousand Eight Hundred and Eighty-six.

AN ACT
Relative to the Payment of Wages to Employees by

Certain Corporations.

Be it enacted by the Senate and House of Representatives
in General Court assembled, and by the authority of the
same, as follows:

1 Section 1. Every manufacturing, mercantile
2 and street railway corporation shall pay weekly,
3 and every railroad corporation shall pay fort-
-4 nightly, each and every employee engaged in its
5 business the wages earned by such employee to
6 within four days of the date of said payment:
7 jvovided, however, that if at any time of payment
8 any employee shall be absent from his regular
9 place of labor, he shall be entitled to said pay-

10 ment at any time thereafter upon demand.

1 Sect. 2. Any of such corporations violating
2 any of the provisions of this act shall be punished
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3 by a fine not exceeding fifty dollars and not less
4 than ten dollars on each complaint under which
5 it is convicted, provided complaint for such viola-
-6 tion is made within thirty days from the date
7 thereof.

1 Sect. 3. This act shall take effect on the first
2 day of July in the year eighteen hundred and
3 eighty-six.




