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Executive Department
Boston, Feb. 25, 1886

To the Senate and House of Hep.

I have the honor to transmit herewith a memorial pre-
sented to me by the senators and representatives from this
Commonwealth in the Congress of the United States, and
also a communication addressed to Hon. F. W. Rockwell
by the architect of the capitol at Washington.

In the national collection of portraits of the Speakers of
the House of Representatives, Massachusetts' will, I believe,
desire to be creditably represented, as she was most ably
and honorably served by the distinguished statesmen who
honored the Commonwealth in the administration of their
exalted office.

I beg leave to recommend the subject to your favorable
consideration and action.

GEO. D. ROBINSON.
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[Feb.2 PORTRAITS OF SPEAKERS.

Architect’s Office, U. S. Capitol
Washington, D. C., Feb. 16, 1886

Hon. F, D. Rockwell, Eouse of Representative;

Dear Sir:As relates to the portraits of the Massachu-
setts Speakers of the United States House of Representa-
tives, I have the honor to state that the portrait of Speaker
Winthrop, recently presented by certain citizens of Massa-
chusetts, is a work of art worthy of the place it holds and
the person it represents. That of Speaker Ranks, though
an oil painting, is on paper and in a decaying condition.
Those of Sedgwick and Varnum are crayon drawings, quite
beneath criticism.

1 cannot but entertain the hope that your great State will
follow the example of the State of Connecticut and have
painted by artists of repute, portraits of its Speakers Sedg-
wick, Varnum and Banks, to grace this national collection.

The undersigned, representatives from the State of Mas-
sachusetts in the (49th) Forty-ninth Congress, respectfully
represent that in the collection of the portraits of the Speak-
ers of the House of Representatives of the United States,
those of Speakers Sedgwick, Varnum and Banks are
unworthy of the place they hold, one being in a perishing
condition, and the others crayon drawings indifferently exe-
cuted. They therefore earnestly pray that measures will
be taken by the authorities of the State which they have the
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honor to represent in Congress, to have furnished for this
national collection at the capitol, portraits of Speakers
Sedgwick, Yarnum and Banks, to be painted by artists of
repute, as in the case of Speaker Wiuthrop.

R. T. DAVIS. E. F. STONE.
JOHN I). LONG. CHAS. H. ALLEN.
A. A. RANNEY. FREDERICK D, ELY.
PATRICK A. COLLINS. W. W. RICE.
E. D. HAYDEN. WM. WHITING.
H. F,. LOVERING. FRANCIS W. ROCKWELL

We have had no recent opportunity of examining the por-
traits of the distinguished gentlemen referred to. Full}''
confiding, however, in the judgment of the delegation in the
House of Representatives as to the pictures referred to, we
concur in their desire.

H. L. DAWES.
GEO. F. HOAR.




