
SENATE No. 74.

Senate, March 5, 1886.

The Committee on Cities, to whom was referred the peti-
tion of the city of Fitchburg for an amendment of its char-
ter so'as to create a Board of Trustees of its public burial
grounds, report the accompanying Bill.

For the Committee,

CHAS. A. REED.

CommoniDcaltl) ot iftassacljusette.
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In the Year One Thousand Eight Hundred and Eighty-six.

AN ACT
To establish the Board of Trustees of Public Burial

Grounds of the City of Fitchburg.

Be it enacted by the Senate and House of Representatives
in General Court assembled, and by the authority of the
same, as follows:

1 Section 1. The city council of the city of
2 Fitchburg shall, in the month of January in
3 the year eighteen hundred and eighty-seven,
4 by joint ballot, elect three persons, who shall
5 constitute the board of trustees of the public
6 burial grounds of the city of Fitchburg; of the
7 persons so elected, one shall hold his office for
8 the term of three years, one for two years,
9 and one for one year, and until others are

10 elected in their place, unless sooner removed
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11 and annually thereafter, in the month of January,
12 there shall be elected in the same manner, one
13 person as a member of said board of trustees, who
11 shall hold his office for the terra of three years,
15 and until another is elected in his place, unless
16 sooner removed. Vacancies in said board of
17 trustees may be filled by joint ballot of the city
18 council at any time, the member so elected to
19 hold office for only the unexpired term of the
20 member who has ceased to hold office. The city
21 council shall have power at any time, for cause,
22 to remove either of said trustees from office. One
23 at least of said trustees so elected shall at the
21 time of his election own a lot in some one of the
25 public burial grounds of said city. The said
26 board shall, on the Monday following the annual
27 election of trustee, organize by choice of chair-
-28 man and secretary.

1 Sect. 2. The said trustees shall lay out the
2 public burial grounds and cemeteries of the city,
3 or such part thereof as are not already laid out,
1 into such lots or subdivisions for burial places as
5 they shall think proper, and shall set apart a
6 proper portion of some one of such cemeteries, at
7 least, for a public burial place for the use of the
8 inhabitants of said city free of charge therefor;
9 and it shall be the duty of said trustees, from

10 time to time, as appropriations therefor shall be
11 made by the city council, to cause all necessary
12 paths and avenues to be constructed in such
13 grounds and cemeteries, and to cause said
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14 grounds and cemeteries to be planted and em-
-15 bellished with trees, shrubs, flowers and other
16 rural ornaments as they shall think proper; and
17 said trustees may make all necessary by-laws and
18 regulations in the execution of their trust, not in-
-19 consistent with this act and the laws of the Com-
-20 monwealth, as they shall deem expedient.

Sect. 3. Said trustees shall have authority to
sell to any person or persons the sole and exclu-
sive right of burial, and of erecting tombs and
other monuments, in any of the designated lots of
said grounds and cemeteries upon such terms
and conditions as they shall, by their rules and
regulations, prescribe ; but all deeds and convey-
ances ofsuch lots or rights of burial shall be in
the name of the city, and shall be executed in be-
half of the city by the treasurer thereof, when
requested so to do by said trustees; and the pro-
ceeds of such sales shall in all cases be paid in-
to the city treasury, and kept separate and apart
from other funds of the city, and shall be appro-
priated to reimburse the city for the cost of the
lands of any such grounds and cemeteries, or
for the improvement and embellishment thereof.
Said trustees shall have control of any appropria-
tion which may be made to the cemeteries or

burial grounds by the city council, and the in-
come of any sums of money held in trust by said
city for the care of any such lot or lots.
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Sect. 4. The said trustees shall annually, in1
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2 the month of November, and whenever required
3 by the city council or the board of health of said
4 city, make and render to the city council, a re-
-5 port of all their acts, doings and proceedings, and
6 of the conditions on the public burial grounds
7 and cemeteries, and an account of their receipts
8 and expenditures during the year.








