
SENATE .... No. 105.

[Senate, No. 155, as passed to be engrossed by the Senate.]

In the Year One Thousand Eight Hundred and Eighty-six.

AN ACT
To provide for Precinct Voting in Towns.

Be it enacted by the Senate and House of Representatives
in General Court assembled, and by the authority of the
same, as follows:

1 Section 1. The selectmen of every town
2 which shall accept the provisions of this act shall,
3 within sixty days thereafter, divide said town into
4 convenient voting precincts for the holding of all
5 meetings for the choice of officers elective by the
6 people, except town officers. They shall define
7 said precincts by natural or artificial monuments
8 and boundaries, and number the same either by
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letters or figures, and shall make report of their
doings, including therein such monuments and
boundaries, the numbers of such precincts and the
number of legal voters in each precinct, to the
next town meeting. Such report may be modi-
fied or amended at the meeting duly called to act
thereon, and when accepted, either in its original
or amended form, by a majority of the legal voters
then present and voting thereon, shall become
operative, and thereafter all meetings for the
election of officers, except town officers, shall be
held in the precincts established by said town;
but no such report shall be acted upon at any
meeting unless the same is filed in the office of
the town clerk seven days at least before said
meeting. Snch precincts may be changed at any
meeting duly called for the purpose, if the select-
men shall have filed in the office of the town
clerk, seven days at least before said meeting, a

report of the contemplated changes, giving mon-
uments, boundaries and numbers of the contem-
plated precincts and the number of voters in each
as determined by the last preceding registration
of the voters as corrected; but no changes, other
than those proposed in such report, shall be made
at such meeting. Within ten days after the divi-
sion of any town into precincts, or of any change
in the number of such precincts, the town clerk
shall give notice thereof in writing to the secre-
tary of the Commonwealth, stating therein the
number of precincts then existing in said town.
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1 Sect. 2. The registrars of voters of a town
2 which has been divided into precincts in accord-
-3 ance with the provisions of the preceding section,
4 shall, as soon thereafter as may be, and not less
5 than thirty days before the day of the next suc-
-6 ceeding annual election for officers other than
7 town officers, make for each precinct a list of all
8 the legal voters resident therein, and shall at
9 least thirty days before said election cause each

10 precinct list to be posted up in two or more pub-
-11 lie places in each precinct, and thereafter said
12 registrars shall make and cause to be posted such
13 precinct lists in two or more public places in each
14 precinct thirty days at least before each annual
15 election for officers other than town officers. The
16 notice and information required by section thirty-
-17 five of chapter two hundred and ninety-eight of
18 the acts of the year eighteen hundred and eighty-

-19 four, shall be given upon such lists. Such lists
20 shall be used in each precinct at all elections
21 held therein. Any election in a town which
22 has been divided into precincts as aforesaid, held
23 after such division has been made, but before
24 said precinct lists have been made and posted
25 in the manner and for the number of days re-
-26 quired by this section, shall be held in the manner
27 in which elections had theretofore been held in
28 said town.

1 Sect. 3, The assessors of taxes of each town
2 which has been divided into precincts as afore-
-3 said, shall add to the list required by section one
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4 of chapter two hundred and seventy-one of the
5 acts of the year eighteen hundred and eighty-five,
G and the act in amendment thereof, to be by them
7 furnished to the registrars of voters, the precinct
8 in which each person named in said list resides.
9 In such towns the name of each voter shall be

10 entered upon the list of voters of the precinct in
11 which he was assessed, or, if not assessed, where
12 he was liable to assessment, and the provisions of
13 section twenty-five of chapter two hundred and
14 ninety-eight of the acts of the year eighteen hun-
-15 dred and eighty-four shall apply to the registra-
1G tion of persons in such towns. When a person
17 becomes an inhabitant of such town after the first
18 day of May and before an election at which he is
19 entitled to vote, his name shall be entered on the
20 list of the precinct of which he is an inhabitant
21 when registered.

1 Sect. 4. Section thirty of chapter two hun-
-2 dred and ninety-eight of the acts of the year
3 eighteen hundred and eighty-four is amended by
4 inserting after the word “ cities,” in the fourth
5 line, the words “ and in towns which have been
G divided into precincts,” so that the same shall
7 read as follows:
8 Sect. 30. The clerk of each city or town shall,
9 on the first day of every month, and also two days

10 before every election, send to the registrars of
11 voters a list which, in cities and in towns which
12 have been divided into precincts, shall be by wards
13 or precincts, of male persons over twenty-one
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14 years of age deceased within the preceding
15 month, or since the last time of sending such
16 list; and the names of such persons found upon
17 the lists of voters shall be erased therefrom.

1 Sect. 5. Section thirty-one of said chapter
2 two hundred and ninety-eight is amended by in-
-3 sorting after the word “ city ” in the third line the
4 words “or town,” so that the same shall read as

5 follows:
6 Sect. 31. At any election other than the
7 annual state election, a person who has removed
8 from one ward or precinct to another, within the
9 same city or town, shall vote in the ward or pre-

10 cinct in which he was entitled to vote at the last
11 preceding annual state election.

1 Sect. 6. The selectmen of each such town,
2 thirty days at least before the day of each election
3 for officers other than town officers, shall desig-
-4 nate and appoint the polling place in each of the
5 voting precincts in such town, and procure the
6 same for such purpose and cause it to be suitably
7 fitted up and prepared therefor; and they shall
8 thereupon cause to be posted in at least three pub-
-9 lie places in each precinct a written or printed

10 description of the place so designated, and shall
11 give such other public notice thereof as they may
12 think necessary or proper. Such polling place
13 shall be in a public, orderly and convenient
14 portion of the precinct, and no building or part
15 of a building shall be so designated or used in
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1G which, or in any part of which, intoxicating
17 liquor is sold, or has been sold, within thirty
18 days next preceding the day of election.

Sect. 7. The selectmen of each such town, at
some time between the first and fifteenth days of
October in each year, shall appoint as election
officers for each voting precinct, two wardens and
one clerk, qualified voters in such precincts, and
men of good repute and standing. Said wardens
shall equally represent each of the two political
parties which cast the largest number of votes
in the Commonwealth at the annual election
for officers other than town officers, next pre-
ceding their appointment. Each of said offi-
cers shall be sworn to the faithful performance of
his duties, and shall hold office for one year from
the first day of November in the year in which he
is appointed, and until a successor is appointed
and qualified or he is removed. Any one of said
officers may be removed at any time by the select-
men upon written charges of incompetence or offi-
cial misconduct preferred either by the town clerk
or by not less than six qualified voters of the pre-
cinct in which the officer is appointed to act. In
case of any vacancy occurring before the first day
of November in any year, or in case either of said
officers shall decline to act and shall give notice
thereof to the town clerk on or before said first
day of November, the selectmen shall appoint
some person qualified as aforesaid to fill said of-
fice; and in making such appointment to fill a
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t

29 vacancy in the office of warden they shall preserve
30 the just and equal representation of the two lead-
-81 ing political parties in such precinct offices. Ev-
-32 ery person so appointed shall be sworn to the
33 faithful performance of his duties. In case said
34 wardens or precinct clerk or either of them are
35 absent at the time designated for the opening of
30 the polls or daring the day of an election, a suit-
-37 able person or persons, as the case may be, shall
38 be elected by the voters of said precinct by nom-
-39 ination and hand vote with full power to act in
40 place of the absent officer or officers during his or
41 their absence, and before entering upon the per-
-42 formance of the duties of the office, he or they
43 shall be sworn by a warden or the precinct clerk
44 or a justice of the peace to the faithful perfor-
-45 mance thereof.

1 Sect. 8. Such election officers shall attend
2 at the times and places designated for meetings
3 in their respective precincts for the election of all
4 officers except town officers. Said wardens shall,
5 in their respective precincts, except as herein
6 otherwise provided, have the same powers and be
7 subject to the same duties and liabilities as are
8 now conferred and imposed by law on selectmen
9 in conducting elections, and said precinct clerks

10 shall, in their respective precincts, except as here-
-11 in otherwise provided, have the same powers and
12 be subject to the same duties and liabilities as are
13 now conferred and imposed by law on town clerks
14 in the conduct of elections. They shall each re-
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15 ceive such reasonable compensation for their ser-
-16 vices as the town shall determine. No person
17 shall be eligible to the position of election officer
18 or teller in any precinct where he is a candidate
19 to be voted for, and whenever any person ap-
-20 pointed as aforesaid becomes such candidate he
21 shall be removed by the selectmen and the vacan-
-22 cy so caused be filled by them in the manner pro-
-23 vided in section eight.

1 Sect. 9. Town clerks shall send to the offi-
-2 cers of each precinct in their respective towns,
3 before the opening of the polls on the day of
4 every election held in said precincts, the ballot-
-5 box, furnished by the secretary of the Common-
-6 wealth, with such seals and other ballot-boxes as

7 may be approved by the selectmen. Selectmen
8 of towns having more than one voting precinct
9 shall depute one or more police officers or consta-

10 hies to attend at each such precinct on the day of
11 every election held therein, and under the direc-
-12 tion of the wardens to aid in preserving order
13 and in enforcing the provisions of this act.
14 The wardens of each precinct shall have charge
15 of said boxes and seals, and shall, at the close of
16 each election, return the same, either personally
17 or by the hand of the police officer or constable
18 in attendance at the precinct, to the town clerk.
19 The precinct clerk shall, at the end of the term
20 for which he was appointed or whenever he ceases
21 to hold said office, deliver the records of the pre-
-22 cinct and other documents to the town clerk.
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23 Such wardens may appoint tellers to aid them in
24 checking the names of voters, or in assorting and
25 counting votes, who shall be sworn to the faithful
2G discharge of their duties. Such tellers shall be
27 appointed in equal numbers from the two political
28 parties which cast the largest number of votes in
29 the Commonwealth, at the annual election next
30 preceding their appointment. Every such teller
31 shall be subject to the same penalties to which
32 the wardens so appointing him are subject in the
33 performance of the duties in which such teller
34 assists.

1 Sect. 10. The votes cast at elections held in
2 such precincts shall be received, sorted and
3 counted by the wardens, with the assistance of
4 the tellers, if any, and public declaration made
5 'thereof in open precinct meetings. As soon as the
6 polls are closed the wardens, with the assistance of
7 the tellers, if any, shall proceed to canvass the
8 votes; such canvass shall be public, and shall not be
9 adjourned nor postponed until it shall have been

10 fully completed. As soon as tbe polls are closed,
11 a record shall be made by the clerk of the condi-
-12 tion of the ballot-box register; the officer in
13 charge of the voting list shall, in the presence of
14 the other officers and the public, count in a dis-

-15 tiuct and audible voice the names checked on said
16 list and announce the whole number thereof; the
17 ballot-box, without being removed from the public
18 view, shall then be opened by the wardens; the
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19 ballots shall be taken therefrom and audibly
20 counted one by one, and when the count is com-
-21 pletcd the whole number of ballots cast shall be
22 announced, and the counting of the number of
23 votes received by each person voted for shall then
24 proceed. All ballots, after being removed from
25 the box, shall be kept within the unobstructed
26 view of the voters present at the place of meeting
27 until they are placed in the envelope as required
28 by law. The total number of ballots cast, the
29 names of persons voted for, the number of votes
30 received for each person, and the title of the office
31 for which he is proposed, together with the num-
-32 ber of blank votes for each office, shall be entered
33 in words at length by the precinct clerks in their
34 respective records. The precinct clerks shall
35 forthwith deliver certified copies of such records
36 to the town clerks, who shall forthwith enter the
37 same in the town records.

1 Sect. 11. Moderators of meetings held for
2 the election of the town officers named in section
3 two of an act of the general court of the
4 present year, entitled “An Act to provide for a

5 recount of ballots east at elections held in towns,”
6 in the manner therein provided; selectmen who
7 preside at elections for national, state, district and
8 county officers; and the wardens of each precinct,
9 in towns which have been divided into precincts,

10 shall cause the ballots cast for such officers,
11 after the same have been sorted, counted, de-
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12 dared and recorded, to be secured in an enve-
-13 lope, in open town or precinct meeting 1, as the
IT case may be, and sealed with a seal provided for
15 the purpose, and with the private seal of any
16 election officer or supervisor who may desire to
17 affix the same, and shall endorse upon the en-

-18 velope for what officers the ballots were cast, the
19 date of the election, and a certificate that all the
20 ballots cast by ihe voters of said town or pre-
-21 cinct, as the case may be, for such officers, and
22 none other, are contained in said envelope. The
23 moderator, selectmen and wardens shall forthwith
2d personally deliver, or transmit by the constable or
25 police officer in attendance at said election, the
26 ballots, sealed as aforesaid, to the town clerk.

1 Sect. 12. In every election, in a town having
2 more than one voting precinct, for the choice of
3 officers other than town officers, in which a check-
d list is required by law to be used, the wardens of
5 each precinct shall cause the check-list so used
6 to be enclosed and sealed in an envelope and
7 transmitted in the same manner as the ballots
8 cast at such election are required to be secured
9 and transmitted; and the election officers in each

10 precinct shall certify on such envelope to the
11 identity of the check-list so enclosed. The town
12 clerk may furnish a copy of a check-list after it
13 has been used in any precinct, upon the applica-
Id tion of not less than ten legal voters resident
15 therein; and immediately upon such copy being
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16 furnished, the check-list shall be again sealed
17 up.

1 Sect. 13. Town clerks of towns having more
2 than one voting precinct shall preserve in their
3 custody the check-lists used at any election for
4 the same length of time as is required by law for
5 the preservation of ballots. And as soon as may
6 be thereafter they shall transmit said lists to the
7 clerk of the board of registrars of voters of their
8 respective towns and cities, and said board shall
9 preserve them for future reference in such man-

10 ner as they may deem best. Such town clerks
11 shall receive envelopes containing the ballots
12 thrown at elections, sealed as herein provided,
13 and shall retain them in their care until the re-
-14 quirements of law have been complied with, and
15 as soon as may be thereafter they shall cause
16 said ballots to be destroyed Avithout examining
17 them, or permitting them to be examined by any
18 person whatsoever, and shall make an entry in
19 the records of the town that they have been so

20 destroyed; and any such clerk who examines
21 such ballots, or permits them to be examined,
22 shall be punished by fine not exceeding two hun-
-23 dred dollars.

1 Sect. 14. The provisions of sections nine,
2 thirty-seven, thirty-nine, forty, forty-one and
3 forty-two of chapter two hundred and ninety-
-4 nine of the acts of the year eighteen hundred
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5 and eighty-four, and of all existing laws relating
6 to elections which are not inconsistent herewith,
7 shall apply to elections held in such precincts.

Senate, April 20, 1886.
Passed to be engrossed.

Sent down for concurrence.

E. HERBERT CLAPP,
Clerk pro lem.












