
SENATE No. 200.

Senate May 7, 1880.

The Committee on Liquor Law, to whom was referred the
order that the Committee on Liquor Law be instructed to
obtain from the State Assayer a record of the analyses made
by him during the year 1885 of samples of liquor, pursuant
to the provisions of chapter 99 of the Acts of 1875, and
report the same; said record to contain the names and busi-
ness location of the dealers from whom the samples are
taken, and the results of the analyses in each case, submit
the accompanying report.*

For the Committee,

L. T. JEFTS.

vftommomwmltl) of Massachusetts.
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Boston, Mass., April 29, 1886.

Gentlemen : I enclose a report on my work for the ten
months, from the 26th of June, 1885 to the 26th of April,
1886. This covers the time I have occupied the office.

Respectfully,
S. P. SHARPLES.

To the Committee of Liquor Law of the Legislature of the Commonwealth
of Massachusetts.

Gentlemen:—ln accordance with your request I re-
spectfully submit the following report. I have received
from cities and towns sixty-three samples of liquors under
the provisions of section 15 of chapter 100 of the Public
Statutes, as follows :

From Natick, 6 samples
Pepperell, 12
Waltham, 9
Clinton, 37

63

This section of the law is practically a dead letter. The
section reading that “ And the vessel or vessels containing
such samples shall be sealed on the premises by the seal ol

(Jlommonttjcaltf) of iltasscutjusctte.
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the vendor, and shall remain so sealed until presented to the
assayer for analysis ” cannot be enforced, since in most cases
the dealer refuses to so seal the sample. The clause “ The
city or town shall pay for the samples so taken, if such
liquors are found to be of good quality and free from adulter-
ation,” also restricts the working of the act since there is no
appropriation for the purpose.

If this section of the law was enforced, it would require a
large force of officers continually at work.

The city ofBoston alone grants over 2,500 licenses ; if only
4 samples a year were taken from each place, and many
dealers have at least twenty kinds of liquors on their shelves,
it would amount to 10,000 samples a year. Moreover, the
law does not define what a liquor of good quality and free
from adulteration is. The courts have decided that the ad-
dition of water does not constitute an adulteration.

In the samples received this was practically the only adul-
teration detected, few of the distilled liquors containing 50
per cent, of alcohol by volume. The lowest sample of
whiskey received contained less than 40 per cent, of alcohol
by volume at 60° F.

In regard to the names of owners of liquors, there is no
requirement by statute that I shall be told to whom they be-
long, and in many cases, I have no knowledge of owner-
ship.

The chief duties of this office are under the Acts of 1882,
chap. 221.

I have received 342 samples of liquor with the certificate
as required by that act. This certificate, as you will see, does
not give the names of the owner of the liquor. lam only re-
quired under this to ascertain the percentage of alcohol con-
tained. This has been done and the proper reports re-
turned.

Of the samples received, 180 were from Suffolk Co., 44
from Essex Co., 35 from Middlesex Co., 48 from Norfolk
Co., 18 from Worcester Co., 10 from Plymouth Co., 4
from Berkshire and 3 from Bristol.

Of these, 192 samples of beer contained over 3i per cent. ;

between 31 and 4 percent., 23 samples ; 42 samples between
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3 and per cent. ; and 71 samples less than 3 per cent.
The ordinary lager of the market contains from 5 to 6J per
cent, of alcohol. A case is rarely carried into court when
less than per cent, of alcohol is found.

Respectfully,
S. P. SHARPLES.

Suffolk, ss. Boston, April 11, 1886.
To the Inspector and Assayer of Liquors for the Commonwealth of Mas-

sachusetts :

Sir, —-I send you herewith a sample of beer taken from liquors
seized by me April 11, 1886.

Ascertain the percentage of alcohol it contains, by volume, at
sixty degrees Fahrenheit, and return to me a certificate herewith
upon the annexed form.

(Signed) Oscar H. Pease,
Police Div. 1

Commonwealth of Massachusetts.
Office of the Inspector and Ass a. you of Liquors.

Boston, April 12, 1886.

This is to certify that the beer received by me with the above
statement contains per cent, of alcohol, by volume, at sixty
degrees Fahrenheit.

Received April 12, 1886.
Analysis made April 12, 1886.

S. P. Sharpi.es,
Inspector and Assayer of Liquors for the Commonwealth.


