
SENATE .... No. 255.

Offered by Mr. Forbes as a substitute for the report (H.) of the Com-
mittee on Mercantile Affairs, inexpedient to legislate, on an order rela-
tive to further legislation concerning the regulation and conduct of
telegraph and telephone companies doing business in the Commonwealth.

In the Year One Thousand Eight Hundred and Eighty-six.

AN ACT

Placing Telegraph and Telephone Corporations
under Slate Supervision and Inspection.

Be it enacted by the Senate and House of Representatives
in General Court assembled, and by the authority of the
same, as follow.

1 Section 1. In addition to the duties now im-
-2 posed by law upon the board of railroad commis-
-3 sioners, it shall have the general supervision of
4 public telegraph and telephone lines, and shall ex-

-5 amine the same, and the commissioners shall keep
6 themselves informed as to the manner in which
7 they are operated with reference to the accommo-
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8 dation of the public, and as to the compliance of
9 the several corporations owning or operating such

10 telegraph and telephone lines and exchanges with
11 their charters and the laws of the Commonwealth.

1 Sect. 2. The board, whenever in its judg-
-2 ment any such corporation has violated a law, or

3 neglects in any respect to comply with the terms
4 of the act by which it was created or with the
5 provisions of any law of the Commonwealth, shall
G give notice thereof in writing to such corpora-
-7 tion; and, if the violation or neglect is continued
8 after such notice, shall forthwith present the facts
9 to the attorney-general, who shall take such pro-

10 ceedings thereon as he may deem expedient.

1 Sect. 3. Every such corporation shall, at all
2 times, on request, furnish to the board any infor-
-3 mation required by it concerning the condition,
4 management and operation of such telegraph and
5 telephone lines in this Commonwealth, and also a
G statement of all rates charged for public tele-
-7 graph and telephonic service in such form as the
8 board may require.

1 Sect. 4. The board shall make an annual re-
-2 port of its doings to the general court, including
3 such statements, facts and explanations as will
4 disclose the actual working of the telegraph and
5 telephonic systems in their bearings upon the
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6 business and prosperity of the Commonwea
7 and such suggestions as to the condition, aff
8 or conduct of any such corporation as may s<

9 to the board appropriate.

1 Sect. 5. This act shall take effect upon
2 passage.




