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Senate, May 28, 1886.

The Committee on Claims, to whom was referred the
order relative to reimbursing the town of Russell for money
expended in the relief of certain paupers, report the accom-
panying Resolve.

For the Committee,

Senate, June 8, 1886.

The Committee on the Treasury, to whom was referred
the Resolve in favor of the town of Russell, have given the
matter considerable attention. The principal point at issue
seemed to bo the question of settlement. Public Statutes,
chapter 83, section I, the sixth paragraph, provides: “Any
woman of the age of twenty-one years, who resides in any
place within this State for five years together, shall thereby
gain a settlement in such place,” except as provided in sec-
tion 2 of said chapter, “ while receiving relief as a pauper.”
The testimony in this case seemed clear to your committee,
that the person for whose reimbursement for support is
claimed resided in the city of Holyoke five years previous to
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going to Russell to live, and supported herself there, there-
by gaining a settlement in Holyoke under the statute.

The State authorities investigated the matter and found
to their satisfaction that the said person had a legal settle-
ment as aforesaid, and was not a State charge, and declined
to allow the bill for her support. Upon an appeal to the
Board of Health, Lunacy and Charity, the Board sustained
the action of their agents in this matter, as will be seen by
the following, which is made a part of this report:

[Extract from the Record of the Meeting of the Board of
Health, Lunacy and Charity, held December 5, 1885.]
“ Voted, That the Overseers of the Poor of the town

of Russell be informed, in reply to their application to be
reimbursed for expenditures made by them, on several
occasions, for the relief and support of Kate Kavauaugh,
that the State Board are of the opinion that the State is not
liable, by reason of satisfactory evidence having been fur-
nished the Board that she, at the times the town aided her,
had a settlement in the city of Holyoke; and that they be
farther informed that the Department of Out-Door Poor has
furnished such information to Mr. H. Parks, as agent for the
town of Russell, as, in the judgment of the Board, will
establish the settlement of said Kate Kavanaugh in Holyoke.”

A true copy
Attest: John D. Wells,

Clerk of the Board.

In view of these facts your committee would recommend
that the Resolve ought not to pass.

For the Committee,

GEO. W. MORRILL.
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In the Year One Thousand Eight Hundred and Eighty-six.

RESOLVE

In favor of the Town of Russell.

1 Resolved, That there be allowed and paid out of the
2 treasury of the Commonwealth, the sum of one hundred
3 and seventy-six dollars and sixty-eight cents to the town
4 of Russell, in full settlement of amounts expended by
5 said town in the support of one Kate Cavanaugh, a State
6 pauper, between the first day of November, eighteen
7 hundred and eighty-one, and the fourth day of January,

eighteen hundred and eighty-four.
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