
SENATE .... No. 265.

Senate, June 10, 1886.

The Committee on Public Charitable Institutions, to whom
was referred the order relative to the expediency of legisla-
tion giving authority to overseers of the poor and masters of
almshouses over insane paupers in certain cases; also so
much of the Seventh Annual Report of the State Board of
Health, Lunacy and Charity as relates to the care of the
insane, have considered the same, and report the accompany-
ing Bill.

For the Committee,

<£ommoiuueolti) of fHassathuscttg.

L. T. JEFTS.
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In tlic Year One Thousand Eight Hundred and Eightv-six

AN ACT
Concerning the Commitment and Detention of In-

sane Persons.
Be it enacted by the Senate and House of Representatives

in General Court assembled, and by the authority of the
same, as follows

1 Section 1. Every order or certificate for the
2 commitment of an insane person, under the pro-
-3 visions of sections eleven and twelve of chapter
4 eighty-seven of the Public Statutes, hereafter
5 made by any of the judges therein mentioned,
6 shall authorize the custody of the person therein
7 named, either at the hospital or asylum to which
8 he shall be first committed, or at some other hos-
-9 pital, asylum, private dwelling or other place to

10 which said person may be transferred, if dis-
-11 charged without recovery from the hospital or

12 asylum named in the order. In case said insane
13 person shall be found to have a settlement in

Commomucaltl) of Massachusetts.
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14 some town or city of this Commonwealth, the
15 overseers of the poor in the place of his settle-
-16 ment shall have the legal custody of said person,
17 after his discharge from the hospital or asylum,
18 but not previously, and may make provision for
19 his maintenance and treatment at such asylum,
20 almshouse, private dwelling or other place, as
21 they may see fit, subject to the provisions of this
22 act. In case the said insane person shall have no
23 known settlement in this Commonwealth, then
24 the state hoard of lunacy and charity shall have
25 the legal custody of said person after his dis-
-26 charge from the hospital or asylum, and may
27 make provision for his maintenance and treatment
28 at any place within this Commonwealth, or else-
-29 where, which said board may deem suitable.

1 Sect. 2. All insane persons who are now res-
-2 ident at the state lunatic hospitals or other hospi-
-3 tals or asylums for the insane in this Common-
-4 wealth, if discharged therefrom without recovery,
5 shall be subject upon their discharge to the con-
-6 trol of the overseers of the poor in their places of
7 settlement ; or if without known settlement, to
8 the control and supervision of the state board of
9 lunacy and charity, in the same manner as the

10 persons mentioned in section second of this act ;

11 provided, however, that no insane person having
12 property sufficient to support him, or friends able
13 and willing to do so, shall be subject to the con-

-14 trol of the overseers of the poor as a pauper, or
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15 restrained under their authority, except by a spe-
-16 cial decree of some court, for sufficient reasons,
17 which shall be mentioned in the decree.

1 Sect. 3. The overseers of the poor shall not
2 commit to nor detain in any almshouse, private
3 dwelling or other place, without remedial treat-
dr ment, any insane person whose insanity has con-

-5 tinned less than twelve months ; but all persons
0 suffering from recent insanity shall have the op-
-7 portunity of medical treatment in some hospital
8 or asylum, under the direction of a physician
9 qualified according to the provisions of section

10 thirteen, chapter eighty-seven of the Public Stat-
-11 utes, if they or their friends so desire.

1 Sect. 4. This act shall take effect upon its
2 passage, and all acts and parts of acts inconsistent
3 herewith are hereby repealed.






