
SENATE .... No. 276.

[Senate, No. 265, as passed to be engrossed by the Senate.]

In the Year One Thousand Eight Hundred and Eightj'-six.

AN ACT
Concerning the Commitment and Custody of In-

sane Persons.

end, House of Representatives
and by the authority of the

lie it enacted by the Senate
in General Court •hied

same, as folio

1 Section 1 . Every order or certificate for the
2 commitment of an insane person, under the pro-
3 visions of sections eleven and twelve of chapter
4 eighty-seven of the Public Statutes, hereafter
5 made by any of the judges therein mentioned,
6 shall authorize the custody of the person therein
7 named, either at the hospital or asylum to which
8 he shall be first committed, or at some other hos-
-9 pital, asylum, private dwelling or other place to

10 which said person maybe transferred,if discharged
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11 without recovery from the hospital or asylum
12 mimed in the order. In case said insane person
13 shall be found to have a settlement in some town
14 or city of this Commonwealth, the overseers of
15 the poor in the place of his settlement shall have
10 the legal custody of said person, after his dis-
-17 charge from the hospital or asylum, but not pre-
-18 viously, and may make provision for his mainte-
-19 nance and treatment at such asylum, almshouse,
20 private dwelling or other place, as they may see
21 fit, subject to the provisions of this act. In case
22 the said insane person shall have no known set-
-23 tlemeut in this Commonwealth, then the state
24 board of lunacy and charity shall have the legal
25 custody of said person after his discharge from
26 the hospital or asylum, and may make provision
27 for his maintenance and treatment at any place
28 within this Commonwealth, or elsewhere, which
29 said board may deem suitable.

1 Sect. 2. All insane persons who are now resi-
-2 dent at the state lunatic hospitals or other hospi-
-3 tals or asylums for the insane in this Common-

-4 wealth, if discharged therefrom without recovery,
5 shall be subject upon their discharge to the con-

-6 trol of the overseers of the poor in their places of
7 settlement; or if without known settlement, to
8 the control and supervision of the state board of
9 lunacy and charity, in the same manner as the

10 persons mentioned in section second of this act;
11 provided., however, that no insane person having
12 property sufficient to support him, or friends able
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13 and willing to do so, shall be subject to the con-
-14 trol of the overseers of the poor as a pauper, or
15 restrained under their authority, except by a spe-
-16 cial decree of some court, for sufficient reasons>
17 which shall be mentioned in the decree.

1 Sect. 3. The overseers of the poor shall not
2 commit to nor detain in any almshouse, private
3 dwelling or other place, without remedial treat-
-4 ment, any insane person whose insanity has con-
-5 tinued less than twelve months ; but all persons
6 suffering from recent insanity shall have the
7 opportunity of medical treatment in some hos-
-8 pital or asylum, under the direction of a physi-
-9 cian qualified according to the provisions of

10 section thirteen of chapter eighty-seven of the
11 Public Statutes, if they or their friends so desire.

1 Sect. 4. The duties enjoined by this act upon
2 the overseers of the poor shall, in the city of Bos-
-3 ton, be performed by the board of directors for
4 public institutions.

1 Sect. 5. This act shall take effect upon its
2 passage, and all acts and parts of acts inconsistent
3 herewith are hereby repealed.

Senate, June 15, 1886.
Passed to be engrossed.

Sent down for concurrence.
E. HERBERT CLAPP,

Clerk.
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