
SENATE . . . No. 299.

[Senate, No. 295, as passed to be engrossed by the Senate ]

In the Year One Thousand Eight Hundred and Eighty-six.

AN ACT
To establish the Office of Fire Marshal of the City

of Boston.

Be it enacted by the Senate and House of Representatives
in General Court assembled, and by the authority of the
same, as follows:

1 Section 1. The governor of the Common-
-2 wealth by the advice and with the consent of the
3 council shall appoint an officer to be known as the
4 fire marshal of the city of Boston, who shall be a
5 citizen of said city, to hold office for a term of
6 three years from the date of his appointment, or
7 until his successor is appointed. Said fire mar-
-8 shal may be removed at any time by the governor.

<£ommomucaltl) of iflagoactjusctts*



[June,9 FIRE MARSHAL.

1 Sect. 2. It shall be the duty of said lire mar-

-2 shal to examine into the cause, circumstances and
3 origin of fires occurring within the municipal dis-
4 trict of Boston, by which any building, vessels^
5 vehicles or any valuable personal property shall
G be accidentally or unlawfully burned, destroyed,
7 lost or damaged wholly or partially ; and to spe-
-8 daily examine and decide whether the fire was
9 the result of carelessness or the act of an incen-

10 diary. The said lire marshal shall, when in his
11 opinion said proceedings are necessary, take the
12 testimony on oath of all persons supposed to be
13 cognizant of any facts or to have means of knowl-
14 edge in relation to the matters herein required to
15 be examined and inquired into, and cause the
16 same to be reduced to writing, verified and trans-
17 mitted to the district attorney of the county of
18 Suffolk, and to the board of fire commissioners
19 of the city of Boston. Said fire marshal shall
20 report in writing to the owners of property, or
21 other persons interested in the subject matter of
22 investigation, any facts and circumstances which
23 he may have ascertained by such inquiries and
24 investigation which shall in his opinion require
25 attention from said person or persons, and it shall
26 be the duty of said fire marshal, whenever he
27 shall be of opinion that there is evidence suffi-
28 cient to charge any person with the crime of
29 arson, to cause such person to be arrested and
30 charged with such offence, and furnish to the dis-
31 trict attorney all the evidences of guilt, with the
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32 names of witnesses and all the information ob-
tained by him, including a copy of all pertinent
and material testimony taken in the case ; and he
shall specially report to the board of tire commis-
sioners, as often as such board shall require, his
proceedings and the progress made in all pros-
ecutions for arson, and the result of all cases
which are finally disposed of.
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1 Sect. 3. The fire marshal shall have power
to subpoena witnesses and to compel their atten-
dance before him in like manner and effect as
trial justices to testify in relation to any matter
which is, by the provisions of this act, a sub-
ject of inquiry and investigation by the said fire
marshal. The said fire marshal shall be and is
hereby authorized to administer and verify oaths
and affirmations to persons appearing as wit-
nesses before him, and false swearing in any
matter or proceeding aforesaid shall be deemed
perjury and shall be punishable as such. The
said fire marshal shall have authority, at all times
of the day or night, in performance of the duties
imposed by the provisions of this act, to enter
upon and examine any building or premises where
any fire shall have occurred, and the buildings
and premises adjoining and near to that in which
the fire occurred.
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1 Sect. 4. The compensation of the fire marshal
2 shall be a salary of three thousand dollars per
3 annum, which shall be paid in monthly instal-
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4 merits by the treasurer of the city of Boston.
5 Such salary and all expenses incurred by said fire
6 marshal in making inquests for the purpose of
7 determining the origin of fires, shall be included
8 in the expenses of the county of Suffolk.

1 Sect. 5. It shall be the duty of the board of
2 fire commissioners of the city of Boston, to super-
-3 vise and direct, whenever it shall be of opinion
4 that the public interests will be subserved there-
-5 by, the investigations, examinations and proceed-
G ings of said fire marshal, and make all needful
7 and proper rules aud regulations in relation to
8 the duties of the office and the manner of perform-
-9 ing the same and to determine the necessary ex-

-10 penses and to audit the accounts of said lire
11 marshal.

1 Sect. 6. On the first of May of each year,
2 on presentation of proper vouchors aud accounts,
3 the treasurer of the Commonwealth shall pay to
4 the treasurer of the city of Boston, the salary of
5 the said fire marshal, and the expenses incurred
6 during the preceding calendar year, in prosecut-
-7 ing his investigations in the manner above men-
-8 tioned: provided, however, that the said payment
9 made by the treasurer of the Commonwealth shall

10 in no case exceed in amount twenty-five per cent.
11 of the tax collected by the Commonwealth on pre-
-12 miums received by insurance companies for writ-
-13 ing fire risks in the city of Boston during the
14 preceding calendar year.
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1 Sect. 7. The fire marshal shall submit each
2 year in the month of May a detailed report of his
3 official action to the city council of the city of
4 Boston.

1 Sect. 8. All acts inconsistent with this act are
2 hereby repealed.

1 Sect. 9. This act shall take effect when ae-
-2 eepted by the city council of the city of Boston.

Senate, June 28, 1886.
Passed to be engrossed.

Sent down for concurrence.
E. HERBERT CLAPP,

Clerk.








