
SENATE .... No. 34.

Senate, Feb. 9, 1885.

The special committee, to whom was referred the petition of
Henry Splaine for the seat as Senator from the third
Suffolk Senatorial District, now occupied by Alexander
B. McGahey, submit the following

REPORT.
The district comprises Wards Six, Seven and Eight of the

city of Boston, divided into sixteen voting precincts.
The contest has no political bearing, both the petitioner

and sitting member belonging to the Democratic party,
and the number of ballots thrown for the Republican and
other candidates was so small they do not affect the result,
and need not be considered in this report.

The count by the election officers as declared at the elec
tion gave

McGahey
Splaine,

2,495 votei
2,500 “

On the petition of McGahey under the statute a recount
by the board of aldermen was had which gave

Splaine, 2,519 votes.
McGahey, 2,524

domnuimucaltl) of itlassacljusctts.

thus exactly reversing the result.



fFeh.2 COMMITTEE REPORT

The whole number of ballots thrown for all candidates for
senator was found by the election officers to be 5,740; by
the board of aldermen, 5,797.

Upon evidence offered by the petitioner tending to dis-
credit the accuracy of the count by the aldermen, the
counsel for the sitting member not objecting, —the commit-
tee decided to recount the ballots.

The result gave for all candidates the same number found
by the board of aldermen, 5,797 ; but in what manner the
aldermen arrived at their result as between the contesting
parties, the committee cannot determine.

The committee found fifty-four ballots challenged for
different causes, and a large number of others with irregu-
larities of various kinds in the vote for senator on their
face, showing evidence of fraud on ignorant voters, and
making it impossible to determine their intent. Many of
the challenges were for the reason that the names had been
voted on before, and the check lists showed a large number
of names that were checked twice.

The committee gave several extended hearings, and heard
the testimony of a large number of witnesses produced by
both parties, bearing on the question of fraud in the
lection.

One of the witnesses was brought from jail, where he
was awaiting sentence on conviction for fraudulent voting in

O O

one of the precincts of this district.
It was shown that the inspector of elections in that pre-

cinct had also been convicted for complicity in these frauds,
and it was also shown that he had been previously convicted
of highway robbery and sentenced to confinement in the
State prison for three years.

Although several of the witnesses were members or ex-
members of the Boston City Government, or in the employ
of the city, yet much of the testimony was utterly unre-
liable.

Drunkenness prevailed at the election to a disgraceful
extent; both the petitioner and sitting member were shown
to be proprietors of drinking saloons, which were, to a
greater or less extent, the resort of vote distributors and
other friends of the candidates, although there is no direct
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evidence that either of them did anything to personally
influence votes, or to connect them with these frauds.

Several illegal votes were shown, beyond a doubt, to have
been thrown, and there was evidence tending to show that
the fraud was of much greater extent, comprising votes by
men who did not reside in the district, votes on names of
men who had died since registering, and on names of others
who did not go to the polls.

The committee have striven hard to sift the contradictory
and unreliable evidence and to arrive at a satisfactory con-
clusion, but have failed to do so.

They feel it to be their duty to state the facts and to
report that it is impossible to determine which of the parties
is elected.

They therefore recommend the adoption of the accom-
panying resolution.

A. E. SCOTT.
WM. R. SESSIONS.
F. L. BURDEN.



[Feb. ’B5.4 RESOLVE.

In the Year One Thousand Eight Hundred and Eighty-five.

RESOLVE.

Resolved, It appearing upon due investigation that it is
impossible to determine whether any person was lawfully
elected to the Senate in the Third Suffolk Senatorial District,
at the election held, November 4, 1884, and the title of the
sitting member to his seat in the Senate being impeached by
proof of frauds in said election, the seat now occupied by
Alexander B. McGahey, as senator for said district, is hereby
declared vacant.

€ommcmu)caltl) of illassarljusctts.


