
SENATE .... No. 90.

Executive Department
Boston, March 5, 1885,

To the Honorable Senate and House of Representative

In compliance with the request of the trustees of the
Massachusetts Society for Promoting Agriculture, I call
the attention of the legislature to the reported prevalence
of the epidemic known as hog cholera among the swine
in this State, and submit for your information a report
made by certain veterinary surgeons to the trustees.

A copy of the regulations made and published by the
cattle commissioners for the extirpation of the disease, is
also transmitted herewith.

No argument is needed to demonstrate the great im-
O O

portance of the subject, or to present a justification for
specially inviting you, even amid the pressure of other
matters, to give it full and efficient consideration.

An examination of the provisions of Chapter 90 of the
Public Statutes, concerning contagious diseases among
cattle, horses and other domestic animals, will, I believe,
disclose the necessity of legislation to secure more certain
and prompt notice to the municipal authorities and to the
cattle commissioners of the existence of the disease, and
to provide for the employment of veterinarians from time
to time to assist the commissioners in investigation of
cases and in eradication of the plague.

The whole matter is respectfully commended to your
careful judgment.

GEO. 1). KOHINSON.

(Hommomucaltl) of iflassadjus^.
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Massachusetts Society for Promoting Agriculture,

Treasurer's Office, 42 Court Street,
Boston, Feb. 12, 1885,

We, the undersigned veterinary surgeons, recognize
the fact that the disease “Pneumo-Enteritis Contagiora,”
commonly known under the names “ Hog Cholera,”
“Pig Typhoid,” “Swine Fever” or “Swine Plague,”
which is a highly contagious and infectious febrile disease
characterized by inflammation of the skin, respiratory or
digestive organs, exists to an alarming extent in this
State.

We do not believe that the disease originated spon-
taneously in this State.

We also agree that, to exterminate the disease, all affec-
ted animals should be immediately destroyed and buried,
and the premises thoroughly disinfected. All animals
that have been exposed to the contagion should be re-
moved and isolated.

We recommend that all hogs brought into this State be
quarantined for eight days, and be subject to inspection
by a qualified veterinary surgeon, and everything used in
the conveyance of said animals, cars, boxes, attendants,
etc., be thoroughly disinfected.

JOHN S. SAUNDERS, D. V. S
J. A. BRACKIN, V. S.
EDWARD M. PERRY, M. R. C. V. S.
F. H. OSGOOD, M. R. C. Y. S.

Regulations for the Extirpation of the Disease
Known as Hog Cholera or Swine Plague.

To the Mayor and Aldermen and the Selectmen of
the Cities and Towns of the Commonwealth

Gents: —lt having come to the knowledge of the
undersigned that Swine Plague, or Hog Cholera, exists in
sundry places in the State, we do hereby make the follow-
ing regulations for its extirpation, and direct that, it it is

A. J. KELLY, M. R. C. Y. S.
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found to exist in your municipalities, that you cause the
same to be enforced, to comply with the provisions of
section 15 of the Public Statutes :

You will cause all swine in premises where the disease
exists to be isolated where they are, allowing none to
leave, and none from abroad to be brought to the same.
You will cause all thus isolated to be slaughtered forth-
with, the healthy as well as the infected, and those indi-
cating disease ; the carcasses of the former to be disposed
of as provided in section 23, chapter 90, of the Public
Statutes, and those of the latter by deep burial in a sandy
soil. You will cause all litter and manure in the pens
and yards where such swine have been kept to be so
handled and managed, either on the premises or in the
field, as to cause its rapid decomposition, and as soon as
possible to be ploughed deeply into a sandy or sandy-
loam soil. As soon as the manure is removed from the
infested premises, you will cause the same to be
thoroughly disinfected by the free use of carbolic acid,
or some other disinfectant equally good. After disinfec-
tion, you will not allow other swine to be placed upon the
premises until after at least one month of warm summer
weather.

LEVI STOCKBRIDGE,
E. F. THAYER,
H. W. JORDAN,

'ions Diseas<ommissio;

\onq Dc
Boston, I'c




