
SENATE No. 129.

Senate, March 20, 1885.

The Committee on Roads and Bridges, to whom was
referred the petitions of the selectmen of Salisbury, Ames-
bury and Merrimac, and of the city of Newburyport, to be
relieved of the award of the county commissioners of Essex
County in assessing the cost of the Essex Merrimac Bridge,
report the accompanying Bill.

For the Committee,

HENRY S. NOURSE.

Commonroealtl) of iHaosactyusetts.
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In the Year One Thousand Eight Hundred and Eighty-five.

AN ACT
Relating to the Apportionment of the Cost of Con-

struction and Maintenance of Essex Merrimac
Bridge.

Be it enacted by the Senate and House of Representatives in
'General Court assembled, and by the authority of the same, as
bUows:

1 Section 1. At any time within six months
2 from the passage hereof, the supreme judicial
3 court or any justice thereof, upon the written ap-
-4 plication of the city of Newburyport, or towns of
5 Salisbury, Amesbury or Merrimac, shall appoint
6 a board of commissioners, consisting of three suit-
-7 able and disinterested persons not residents of
8 Essex County, who, having been duly sworn to

9 the faithful and impartial discharge of their du-
-10 ties, shall, after due notice to all persons inter-
-11 ested, and after a hearing, determine and decree
12 the amount of special benefits said city and each
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13 of said towns receive from that part of Essex Mer-
-14 rimac Bridge which was constructed by the
15 county commissioners for the county of Essex
13 under the provisions of chapter one hundred and
17 four of the acts of eighteen hundred and eighty-
-18 two.

1 Sect. 2. If said commissioners shall find that
2 the special benefits to said city or to either of
3 said towns are less than the amounts apportioned
4 and assessed by the decree of said county com-
-5 missioners to said city, or to either of said towns,
6 as its proportional amount of the cost of said
7 bridge, then they shall determine and decree that
8 said city and said several towns shall be liable to
9 said county ofEssex for the several amounts of

10 the special benefits to them respectively, and for
11 no more; and their determination and decree, or
12 that of a major part of them, shall be made in
13 writing and reported to the supreme judicial court,
14 or any justice thereof; and when the same is ac-
-15 cepted and judgment entered thereon by the said
16 court, it shall be binding upon all parties inter-
-17 ested therein. Said commissioners shall also de-
-18 termine and decree who shall pay their reasona-
-19 ble fees and expenses.

1 Sect. 3. Said board of commissioners shall
2 be authorized to revise said decree of the county
3 commissioners in regard to the care and mainten-
-4 ance of the draw in said bridge upon the request
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5 of either of the towns of Salisbury or Amesbury,
6 and to make such decree in regard to the same
7 as they may deem equitable.

1 Sect. 4. This act shall take effect upon its
2 passage.


