
SENATE No. 155.

Senate, April 3, 1885.

The Committee on Probate and Chancery, to whom was
referred the House Bill, No. 194, relating to the powers of
married women in the disposal of their separate estate by
will, report that the same ought to pass in a new draft here-
with submitted.

For the Committee,

HENRY J. WELLS.

(Hommcmrucaltl) of iltassadjusctts.
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In the Year One Thousand Eight Hundred and Eighty-five.

AN ACT
Relating to the Powers of Married Women in the

Disposal of their Separate Estate by Will.
Be it enacted by the Senate and House of Representatives in

General Court assembled, and by the authority of the same, as
follows:

1 Section 1. Section six of chapter one hun-
-2 dred and forty-seven of the Public Statutes, as

3 amended by chapter three hundred and one of the
4 acts of the year eighteen hundred and eighty-
-5 four, is hereby amended to read as follows:
G “ Sect. 6. A married woman may make a will
7 in the same manner and with the same effect as

8 if she were sole, except that such will shall not,
9 without the husband’s written consent, operate to

10 deprive him of his tenancy by the courtesy in her
11 real estate, or of the right to the use of one-half
12 of such real estate for his life, if they have had
13 no issue born alive, or of more than one-half of
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14 her personal estate. A married woman deserted
15 by or living apart from her husband, for a justifi-
-16 able cause, when the proper court having juris-
-17 diction of the parties and the cause of action shall
18 have entered a decree establishing the fact of such
19 desertion by or living apart from her husband,
20 for justifiable cause, may make a will in the same
21 manner and with the same effect as if she were
22 sole, and may by such will, without her husband's
23 written consent, dispose of all her real and pei’-
24 sonal estate.”

1 Sect. 2. Section one of chapter one hundred
2 and twenty-four of the Public Statutes is amended
3 by striking out the words: “ If his wife does not
4 provide otherwise by her will,” in the sixth and
5* seventh lines of said section one.

1 Sect. 3. This act shall take effect upon its
2 passage.




