
SENATE No. 202.

Senate, April 24, 1885.

The Committee on Cities, to whom was referred the peti-
tion of the mayor of Fall River for an amendment of the
charter of said city, report the accompanying Bill.

For the Committee,

A. E. SCOTT.
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[Apr.2 CITY OF FALL RIVER.

In the Year One Thousand Eight Hundred and Eighty-five

AN ACT
To amend and consolidate the Charter of the City

of Fall River.

Be it enacted by the Senate and Home of Representatives in
General Court assembled, and by the authority of the same, as
follows:

1 Section 1. The inhabitants of the city of
2 Fall River shall continue to be a body politic and
3 corporate under the name of the city of Fall
4 River, and as such shall have, exercise and enjoy
5 all the rights, immunities, powers and privileges,
6 and shall be subject to all the duties and obliga-
-7 tions, now incumbent upon and appertaining to
8 the said city as a municipal corporation.

1 Sect. 2. The administration of the fiscal and
2 prudential affairs of the city shall be vested in
8 one chief officer, to be called the mayor; one
4 council of nine, to be called the board of alder-
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5 men; and one council of twenty-seven, to be
6 called the common council; which boards, in
7 their joint capacity, shall be called the city coun-
-8 cil, the members whereof shall be sworn to the
9 faithful performance of their diities. A majority ot

10 each board shall constitute a quorum for the
11 transaction of business.

1 Sect. 3. The city council may, in the present
2 year, and in every fifth year hereafter, alter the
3 wards of the city, or increase their number in
1 such manner as to preserve, as nearly as may be,
5 an equal number of legal voters in each ward.
6 But no such alteration or increase shall change
7 the boundary lines of any representative district
8 previously established; and each ward shall be en-

-9 titled to an alderman and three members of the
10 common council, notwithstanding the provisions
11 of the second section of this act. Until altered,
12 as herein provided, the nine wards of the city
13 shall remain as now established.

1 Sect. 4. AH warrants for meetings of the
2 citizens for elections, or for other purposes, shall
3 be issued by the mayor and aldermen.

1 Sect. 5. The mayor shall be elected by the
2 qualified voters of the city at large. One alder-
-3 man and three common councilmen shall be
4 elected from and by the voters of each ward, and
5 shall be residents in the wards where elected.
6 All said officers shall be chosen by ballot, and
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7 shall hold office for one year from the first Mon-
-8 day in January, and until others are elected and
9 qualified in their stead.

1 Sect. 6. The school committee shall consist
2 of such number of persons, not less than nine
3 and divisible by three, as the city council shall
4 from time to time determine; one-third of whom
5 shall be elected annually in the same manner as
6 provided for the election of mayor. They shall
7 hold office for a term of three years. The mayor
8 shall be ex-officio chairman of the school com-
-9 mittee.

1 Sect. 7. On the Tuesday next after the first
2 Monday, in December annually, the qualified
3 voters in each ward shall give in their votes for
4 mayor, aldermen, common councilmen, and mem-

-5 bers of the school committee. The board of
6 aldermen shall examine the records of the several
7 wards or precincts, and shall, at the expiration of
8 the time provided by law, cause the persons who
9 have received the greatest number of votes for

10 mayor, aldermen, members of the common coun-
-11 cil and school committee, respectively, to be noti-
-12 tied in writing of their election; but if it shall
13 appear that there has been a failure to elect by
14 reason of two or more persons having received
15 an equal number of votes, or if a person elected
16 shall have refused to accept the office to which
17 elected, the board shall issue their warrant for a
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IS new election, and the same proceedings shall be
19 had as hereinbefore provided for the election of
20 said officers, and repeated from time to time until
21 a choice shall be made.

1 Sect. 8. The aldermen and common council-
-2 men elect shall, on the first Monday in January,
3 at ten o’clock in the forenoon, meet in their
4 respective rooms. The board of aldermen shall
5 be called to order by the mayor elect, or in his
6 absence, by the senior member; the common
7 council by the senior member; whereupon, a

8 quorum of each board being present, notice of
9 that fact shall be given by each to the other, and

10 the two branches shall forthwith meet in joint
11 convention. If no mayor who accepts the office
12 has been chosen prior to the said first Monday in
13 January, the city clerk shall read the record of
14 that fact; otherwise the oath of office shall be
15 administered to the mayor elect by the city clerk
16 or a justice of the peace. The oath of office
17 shall be administered to the members present by
18 the mayor or a justice of the peace, and record
19 thereof shall be made in the journal of each
20 branch by its clerk. Members elect of either
21 branch may afterward be qualified by the mayor
22 in presence of the board of aldermen. After the
23 organization of the city government as aforesaid
24 the two branches shall separate, and the persons
25 chosen and qualified as aldermen shall meet and
26 shall choose one of their number as president,
27 who shall be sworn to the faithful performance of
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28 his duties. He shall, in the absence of the mayor,
preside at all meetings of the board, and in con-
vention of the two branches; and shall, in case of
any vacancy in the office of mayor, exercise all
the powers and perform all the duties of said
office during such vacancy, and shall always have
a vote in the board. In the absence of the mayor
and president of the board, a president pro tem-
pore may be chosen. The persons chosen as
common councilmen shall meet and organize by
the choice by ballot of one of their number as
president. The city auditor shall be clerk of the
common council; he shall, as such, attend its
meetings, keep a journal of its proceedings, and
perform such other duties as it may require. The
president and clerk shall be sworn to the faithful
performance of their duties. In the absence of
either of them, a president or clerk pro tempore
shall be chosen by ballot. Each board shall keep
a record of its proceedings and judge of the
election of its members. In case of any vacancy
in either board the mayor and aldermen shall
order a new election.
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1 Sect. 9. In case of the decease or resignation
2 of the mayor, or of his inability to perform the
3 duties of his office, the board of aldermen and
4 the common council shall, respectively, by vote
5 declare that a vacancy exists in said office, and
6 the cause thereof; whereupon the board of alder-
-7 men shall issue their warrant for the election of a

8 mayor, and the same proceedings shall be had as
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9 are hereinbefore provided for the election of
10 mayor, and the mayor thus chosen shall hold his
11 office for the remainder of the municipal year and
12 until another is chosen and qualified in his stead:
18 provided, however, that when such vacancy occurs
14 on or after the first day of October in any year
15 such warrant shall not be issued except by con-

-16 current vote of the board of aldermen and com-
-17 mon council.

1 Sect. 10. The mayor shall be the chief exec-

2 utive officer of the city. He shall be vigilant in
3 the enforcement of the municipal laws and ordi-
4 nances; shall exorcise a general supervision over
5 the conduct of all subordinate officers, and shall
6 cause their neglect of duty to be punished. He
7 may call special meetings of the city council, or

8 of either branch thereof, by causing written no-
-9 tices to be given to the several members, or left

10 at their respective places of residence. He shall
11 perform such other duties as the city council may
12 legally and reasonably require. He shall from
13 time to time communicate to the city council, or
14 either branch thereof, such information and rec-
-15 ommend such measures as, in his opinion, the
16 interests of the city may require. He shall, when
17 present, preside in the board of aldermen and in
18 the convention of the two branches of the city
19 council, but shall have no right to vote. In the
20 school committee he shall have a casting vote
21 only.
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1 Sect. 11. The executive power of the city
2 generally, and the administration of the police,
3 with all the powers now vested in the mayor and
4 aldermen of the city of Fall River, shall continue
5 to be vested in the mayor and aldermen of the
6 city, as fully as if the same were herein specially
7 enumerated. They may appoint constables and
8 a police force, consisting of a city marshal or
9 chief of police, and such other police officers, with

10 powers of constables,as they shall deem expedient
11 Such police officers shall hold office during good
12 behavior, and until removed for cause by the
13 mayor with the consent of the aldermen. The
14 mayor may suspend any such police officer for
15 cause, for a period not exceeding thirty days, and
16 may, with the consent of the aldermen, change
17 the rank of such officer. The mayor and alder-
-18 men may require any person appointed marshal or

19 chief of police, or constable of the city, to give
20 bond for the faithful discharge of his duties, with
21 such security as they deem reasonable; upon
22 which bonds like proceedings may be had as are
23 provided by law in the case of constables’ bonds
24 taken by selectmen of towns.

1 Sect. 12. All powers now vested in the city
2 council of the city of Fall River, and all
3 powers granted by this act, unless otherwise
4 herein provided, shall be and continue vested in
5 the city council of the city, to be exercised by
G concurrent vote, each board to have a negative
7 upon the other. The city council shall annually,
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8 as soon after organization as convenient, elect
9 by ballot in joint convention a city treasurer, col-

10 lector of taxes, city clerk, city auditor and one or

11 more surveyors of highways; and shall, in such
12 manner as it may by ordinance determine, appoint
13 or elect all subordinate officers whose appoint-
-14 raent or election is not otherwise provided for.
15 The city council shall define the duties and fix the
16 compensation of all city officials when such duties
17 and compensation are not defined and fixed by
18 law. The city council shall take care that money
19 be not paid from the treasury unless granted or
20 appropriated; shall secure a just and prompt ac-
-21 countability by requiring bond, with sufficient
22 penalty and sureties, from all persons entrusted
23 with the receipt, custody, or disbursement of
24 money; shall have the care and control of all city
25 property, with power to let or sell what may be
26 legally let or sold, and to purchase property, real
27 or personal, whenever the interest of the city may
28 require. The city council shall, as often as once
29 a year, cause to be published for the use of the
30 citizens a particular account of receipts and ex-

-31 penditures, and a schedule of city property. No
32 member of the city council shall be appointed or
33 elected to any office of emolument under the city
34 government. All sessions of the board of alder-
-35 men, of the common council and of the city conn-
-36 cil shall be public, when they are not engaged in
37 executive business.
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1 Sect. 13. The salaries of the mayor and of
2 the aldermen shall be fixed by the city council,
3 but such salaries shall not be increased or
4 diminished during the year for which they are
5 chosen. The members of the common council
6 shall receive no compensation.

3 Sect. 14. The city clerk shall perform all the
2 duties and exercise all the powers now incum-
-3 bent upon or vested in the city clerk of said city.
4 He shall be the clerk of the board of aldermen,
5 and shall be sworn to the faithful performance of
6 his duties.

1 Sect. 15. The mayor and the aldermen shall
2 constitute the overseers of the poor of the city.
3 They may appoint an agent, define his duties and
4 fix his compensation. They shall have all the
5 powers and perform all the duties now by law
6 vested in and incumbent upon the overseers of
7 the poor of cities and towns, but shall receive no
8 compensation.

1 Sect. 16. The board of assessors of the city
2 shall consist of three members, one of whom shall
3 be elected annually, who shall hold office for the
4 term of three years, and until their successors are
5 chosen and qualified. They shall exercise the
6 powers and perform the duties now by law vested
7 in and incumbent upon assessors of cities and
8 towns. The city council may make provisions
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9 for the assessment and collection of taxes not in-
-10 consistent with the laws relating thereto.

1 Sect. 17. The board of health of the city
2 shall consist of the city physician and two per-
-3 sons, not members of the city council, to be ap-
-4 pointed by the mayor and aldermen. The term
5 of office of the appointed officers shall be two
G years, and one of them shall retire from office on

7 the first Monday in February in each year. The
8 city physician shall be appointed by the mayor
9 and aldermen for a term of three years, beginning

10 on the first Monday in February. Said board
11 shall have all the powers and perform all the du-
-12 ties now by law vested in and incumbent upon
18 boards of health similarly constituted.

1 Sect. 18. The city council may establish a
2 fire department, to consist of a chief engineer
3 and as many assistant engineers and other raem-
-4 bers as said council may from time to time detcr-
-5 mine. The chief engineer and assistant engineers
6 shall be appointed by the mayor and alder-
-7 men in the manner following: In the year
8 eighteen hundred eighty-six a chief engineer
9 shall be appointed for the term of throe years,

10 two assistant engineers for the term of two
11 years, the remaining assistant engineers for
12 the term of one year, and thereafter all such en-
-13 gineers for the term of three years. The city
14 council, except as above provided, may make
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15 provisions for the appointment and removal of
16 officers and members, prescribe their qualifica-
-17 tions, define their duties, fix their compensation
18 and make regulations for their conduct and gov-
-19 eminent, the management and conduct of fires
20 and persons attending fires, with similar penalties
21 to those provided for the breach of the city
22 ordinances. The engineers and other officers of
23 the fire department shall have the same authority
24 in regard to the prevention and extinguishment
25 of fires as is now conferred by law upon fire-
-26 Avards. They shall also have authority, in com-
-27 pliance Avith any ordinances of said city, to make
28 examination of places where inflammable or com-
-29 bustible materials are collected or deposited, and
30 to require the removal of the same or the adop-
-31 tion of suitable safeguards against fire.

1 Sect 19. The mayor and aldermen, with
2 the concurrent vote of the common council, shall
3 have exclusive power to lay out, alter or discon-
-4 tinue any street or town way, and to estimate
5 the damages any individual may sustain thereby;
6 and any person dissatisfied with the decision of
7 the city council in the estimate of damages may,
8 within one year from the time of such decision,
9 make complaint to the county commissioners of

10 the county of Bristol, Avhcreupon the same pro-
-11 ceedings shall be had as are uoav by law provided
12 in cases where persons arc aggrieved by the as-
-13 sessment of damages by the selectmen of towns.
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1 Sect. 20. The mayor and aldermen, with the

2 concurrent vote of the common council, shall have
3 the power to cause drains and common sewers to

4 be laid through any street or private lands, pay-
-5 ing the owners such damages as they may sustain
6 thereby; and may require all persons to pay a

7 reasonable sum for the privilege of opening any
8 drain into such public drain or common sewer.

1 Sect. 21. The city council may make all such
2 salutary and needful by-laws and ordinances as
3 towns and cities by law have power to make, with
4 penalties not exceeding twenty dollars for the
5 breach thereof.

1 Sect. 22. All complaints for the breach of
2 any ordinance of the city council, or any order of
3 the board of aldermen, shall be prosecuted in the
4 second district court of Bristol, and the same pro-
-5 ceedings shall be had thereon as in the case of
6 other criminal proceedings in said court; and in
7 such prosecutions it shall not be necessary to set
8 forth in the complaint such ordinance or order, or
9 any part thereof. All fines and forfeitures recov-

-10 ered shall be paid into the city treasury.

1 Sect. 23. General meetings of the citizens to
2 consult upon the public good, to give instructions
3 to their representatives and to take all lawful
4 measures to obtain redress for any grievances,
5 shall be duly warned by the mayor and aldermen
6 upon the requisition of fifty qualified voters.
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1 Sect. 24. All acts and parts of acts inconsist-
-2 ent herewith shall be and the same are hereby re-

-3 pealed: provided, however, that all persons who,
4 at the time when said repeal shall take effect,
5 hold any office under said acts shall continue to
6 hold the same according to the tenure thereof;
7 and jtrovided, also, that all the ordinances of the
8 city, in force when said repeal shall take effect,
9 shall continue in force until the same are repealed

10 by the city council.

1 Sect. 25. This act shall be void unless ac-
-2 cepted by the city council of Fall River within
3 three mouths from its passage.










