
SENATE No. 91.

Senate, Feb. 21, 1884.

The Committee on Election Laws, to whom was referred
the Bill concerning elections in the State of Massachusetts,
report that the further consideration thereof he referred to
the next General Court.

For the Committee,

i

(Eommoncoeaitt) of Massachusetts.

JOHN F. ANDREW.
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In the Year One Thousand Eight Hundred and Eighty-four,

AN ACT
Concerning Elections in the State of Massachusetts.

Be it enacted by the Senate and House of Representatives in
General Court assembled, and by the authority of the same, as

fdllmvs:
1 Section 1. That the secretary of the state of

2 Massachusetts is hereby authorized and directed
3 to contract forthwith with the owner or owners of

4 the ballot-box and counting-device, for which let-
-5 ters patent of the United States, bearing date
6 October thirty-first, eighteen hundred and eighty-
-7 two, and numbered two hundred and sixty-six
8 thousand nine hundred and forty, were issued
9 and granted to Augustus C. Carey ot Boston,

10 state of Massachusetts, for furnishing a sufficient
11 number of the said ballot-boxes and counting-

-12 devices, to supply one of the said boxes and
13 counting-devices to each and every polling-place
14 in the said state, at a cost of twenty-five dollars
15 for each and every ballot-box, or, in his discre-

-16 tion, for a license to manufacture and use such

Commomueaitl) ot illassactuisetts
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17 ballot-boxes, at a license fee of twenty dollars
18 each, and to pay for the same out of any money
19 in the treasury of said state, not otherwise ap-
-20 propriated; and the said ballot-boxes and count-
-21 ing-devices shall be distributed to the several
22 polling-places as fast as they are received by
23 the said secretary of state.

1 Sect. 2. That all elections held after the mak-
, and the distribution of the

to the said poll-
shall be deposited in the
the said ballots shall be

2 ing of the said contract
3 said boxes and countin
4 ing-places, all ballots
5 said ballot-boxes, and
6 counted in accordance with the accompanying
7 rules and directions.

1 Sect. 3. That said ballot-boxes shall be of
2 the same dimensions, and the ballots used therein
3 shall be of a uniform size, measuring not more
4 than inches, nor less than
5 inches in length; and not more than inches
6 nor less than inches in width. Said bal-
-7 lots shall be printed upon plain, white paper, in
8 weight not less than that of ordinary printing
9 paper, printed in black ink, on one side of the

10 paper only, and the back of the ballot shall con-
-11 tain no other printing, device or mark of any
12 kind.

1 Sect. 4. That the names of candidates shall
2 be printed at right angles with the length of the
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■ I ballot, in capital letter
4 one-half inches in Seng

s. A blank space one and
th, shall be left at the topen

5 end of each ballot, ai

0 one-fourth inches Ion;
7 tom end of each ballot

1 a blank space one and
, shall be left at the bot-

1 Sect. 5. The ballot-boxes and counting-de-
ll vices shall be in charge of secretary of state,
3 who shall make provision for the care and safe
1 keeping of the same.

1 Sect. 6. That all balloting and counting of
2 ballots shall be done in open meeting; and said
3 meeting shall not be adjourned until all of said
4 ballots have been counted, and the result pub-
5 iicly proclaimed in open meeting by the officer in
6 charge of the ballot-box and counting-device, and
7 no person shall have charge of the said ballot-
8 box and counting-device, unless he can read and
9 write.

1 Sect. 7. That any person who is a candidate
2 for office at any election in said state, shall be,
3 and hereby is, authorized to appoint one inspector,
4 without pay from said state, for each polling
5 place where he is a candidate, whose right it
6 shall be to be present at the polling-place, to see

that the sealed strips of paper and the ballots are
8 properly deposited in the ballot-box; to see that
9 the sealed strips of paper and the ballots are

40 joined automatically, each to the other, in one

rFf-h
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11 continuous strip; to see the spool or spools of
12 ballots removed from the ballot-box and placed
13 in the counting-device; to see and to silently
1-1 count all the names on all the ballots deposited
15 for any person, for the particular office which he
16 represents.

1 Sect. 8. That the ballot-box and the count-
-2 ing-device thereto belonging, while being used at
3 an election, shall be in charge of a supervisor ap-
•4 pointed by the said secretary of state, and all
5 ballots deposited at an election, shall be counted
6 by said supervisor, in conjunction with the in-
-7 specters provided for in section seven of this act,
8 and the said supervisor shall make a sworn state-
-9 ment of all the names of persons voted for, the

10 office lor which each person voted for was a can-
-11 didate, and the number of ballots deposited for
12 each person; which sworn statement shall be sent
13 to the secretary of said state, within two days
14 after the day on which said election took place;
15 and said sworn statement shall be preserved for
16 reference in the office of said secretary of state,
17 until all disputes or contests in reference to said

elections have been decided by proper tribunal.

1 Sect. 9. That after all the ballots have been
2 counted, then the ballots, with the sealed strips of
■> paper attached, and the threads which have been
i wound upon the spool, with the ballots and the
5 sealed strips of paper, shall be kept upon the



Feb.6 ELECTIONS.

6 spool or spools; a wrapper shall be placed around
7 each spool of ballots, and sealed in such manner
8 as shall be directed by the said secretary of state,

'e shall certify in writing,
wrappers, as to the con-
ipectively, and deliver the
shall be designated by the

, taking his receipt there-

9 and the officer in char;,
10 upon said wrapper or

11 tents of each spool, re
12 same to such person as
13 said secretary of state
11 for.

1 Sect. 10. That when an election takes place, the
2 officer in charge of the ballot-box and counting-
-3 device shall first be supplied by the secretary of
4 state with strips of paper of the same size of the
5 ballots to be used at the election, on which strips of
6 paper shall be printed or stamped a seal, denoting
7 that said voting is done by authority of the state
8 of Massachusetts; and also a blank form or cer-

-9 tificate, to be filled up by the said officer in charge
10 of the ballot-box and counting-device, with the
11 election, district and place, date and hour of
12 opening the polls, and to be signed b} r the officer
13 in charge, at the opening of the polls, and in the

14 presence of the inspectors then attending and
15 present.

1 Sect. 11. That at the opening of the polls,
2 the officer in chai'ge shall open the ballot-box and
3 stand the box in position so that the voters pres-
-4 ent may see that there are no ballots in said box.
5 Said box shall remain open for the space of five
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6 minutes, at the expiration of said five minutes
7 the officer in charge shall place one of the afore-
-8 said sealed strips of ftaper upon the apron, face
9 down, inside the frame, shall run said sealed strip

10 of paper into the ballot-box and adjust the regis-
-11 tering apparatus at zero, in accordance with the
12 directions accompanying each ballot-box, and pro-
-13 claim the polls open to receive ballots for such
Id persons as are to be voted for at said election.

1 Sect. 12. That whenever a voter presents his
2 ballot he shall deposit it upon the apron of the
8 ballot-box, face down, and inside the frame; the
d ballot shall then be run into the ballot-box by the
5 officer in charge. The foregoing operation shall
6 be repeated until all the ballots are deposited, or
7 until the spool is filled with ballots, at which time
8 the officer in charge shall deposit another sealed
9 strip of paper upon the apron, which sealed strip

10 of paper, when run into the ballot-box, is auto-
-11 matically fastened to the last ballot deposited,
12 and is wound, with the detecting threads, on to
13 the spool. The officer in charge shall then cut
Id the threads, remove the spool of ballots from the
15 ballot-box, place it in the counting-device, and
16 proceed to count the ballots.

1 Sect. 13. That if there are a sufficient num-
-2 ber of ballots to fill more than one spool, the offi-
-3 cer in charge shall place another spool in the bal-
d lot-box and proceed in the same manner as with
5 the first spool.
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Sect. 14. That the secretary of the said state
is hereby authorized to make and enforce such
additional rules as may be deemed necessary from
time to time, for the better carrying; out of the"

»/ O

foregoing act. Said additional rules shall be ap-
proved by the governor and council of said state
before going into operation.

Sect. 15. That all acts or parts of acts incon-
sistent herewith are hereby repealed.






