
No. 204.

Senate, March 26, 1884.

The Joint Committee on the Judiciary, to which was
committed the petition of Charles Field and others, for a
district court in the northwestern part of Worcester County,
report the accompanying Bill.

For the Committee,

EDWARD P. CORING.
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In the Year One Thousand Eight Hundred and Eighty-four.

AN ACT
To establish the First District Court of Northern

Worcester.
Be it enacted by the Senate and House of Representatives in

General Court assembled, and by the authority of the same, as
follows:

1 Section" 1. The towns of Athol, Dana, Peter-
-2 sham, Phillipston, Eoyalston, Templeton, Gard-
-3 ner and Hubbardston shall constitute a judicial
4 district, under the jurisdiction of a court to be
5 called the First District Court of Northern
6 Worcester. Said court shall be held in the towns
7 of Athol and Gardner, and shall have a clerk.

1 Sect. 2. There shall be one justice and two

2 special justices of said court, and the said justices
3 and the clerk herein provided for shall be ap-

-4 pointed in the manner and with the tenure of
5 office respectively provided in the case of justices
6 and clerks of other police and district courts.

7 All the provisions of law applicable in common
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8 to police and district courts shall be applicable to
9 said court.

1 Sect. 3. The said court shall be held daily,
2 except on Sundays and legal holidays, for crimi-
-3 nal business; on Mondays, Wednesdays and Fri-
-4 days at Gardner, and Tuesdays, Thursdays and
5 Saturdays at Athol; and return days for writs in
6 civil actions therein shall be at Gardner on the
7 first and third Wednesdays, and at Athol on the
8 second and fourth Thursdays of each month.
9 Two or more sessions of said court may be held

10 in either or both of said towns at the same time,
11 the fact being stated upon the record. Said
12 court may adjourn from one to the other of said
13 towns whenever the public convenience may seem
14 to the justice presiding therein to render such
15 adjournment expedient, and when no justice is
16 present the court may be so adjourned by the
17 sheriff of Worcester county or either of his depu-
-18 ties.

1 Sect. 4. The justice of said court shall receive
2 from the county of Worcester an annual salary of
3 twelve hundred dollars, and the clerk thereof an
4 annual salary of six hundred dollars.

1 Sect. 5. When one of several defendants re-
-2 sides within said district the writ issued by said
3 court may run into any county and be served on

4 the other defendant or defendants fourteen days



5 at least before its return day, in like manner as if
6 issued by the superior court.

1 Sect. 6. All proceedings duly commenced be-
-2 fore any trial justice for said county within said
3 district, or before any police, district or municipal
4 court before this act takes full effect, shall be
5 prosecuted and determined as if this act had not
6 been passed.

1 Sect. 7. This act shall take effect, so far as re-
-2 lates to appointing, commissioning and qualifying
3 the justice, special justices and clerk of said court
4 on its passage, and shall take full effect on the
5 first day of July next.
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