
ENATE No. 257.

Senate, March 28, 1884.

The Committee on Prisons, to whom was referred the
annual report of the Commissioners of Prisons, and the
report of the Joint Special Committee of the legislature of
1883, report in part the accompanying Bill.

For the Committee,

Senate, April 10, 1884.

The Committee on Expenditures, to whom was referred
the Bill to establish a reformatory for male prisoners, report
that the same ought to pass with the following amendments.
Add the following, to be known as

1 Sect. 36. So much of chapter three hundred
2 and ninety-one of the acts of eighteen hundred
3 and seventy-four as requires the sale of the state
4 prison at Charlestown, and the land and property
5 connected therewith, is hereby repealed, and in

(£ommom»caltl) of ittassacljusctts.
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lieu of the application of the proceeds of such
sale required by said act, the treasurer is hereby
directed to pay into the sinking fund thereby
created, from the revenue of the Commonwealth
not otherwise appropriated, the sum of sixty
thousand dollars, on or before the first day of
July in each year, for ten years, commencing
with the present year.

Also section 36 of said Bill shall be known as section 37.

For the Committee,

ONSLOW GILMORE.
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In the Year One Thousand Eight Hundred and Eighty-four.

AN ACT
To establish a Reformatory for Male Prisoners.

Be it enacted by the Senate and House of Representatives in
General Court assembled, and by the authority of the same, as

follows:
1 Section 1. The commissioners of prisons are
2 hereby authorized and required to prepare for use
3 as the state prison the buildings in the city of
4 Boston formerly occupied as said prison, or such
5 portions thereof as they may consider necessary,
6 and to expend for that purpose such sura, not ex-
-7 ceeding thirty-five thousand dollars, as they shall
8 consider necessary. The warden of the state
9 prison is hereby authorized to let to the commis-

-10 sioners of prisons, to be employed in preparing
11 said buildings for occupancy, as many prisoners,
12 held by him in said prison, as said commissioners
13 shall desire, not exceeding thirty in number at
14 any one time. Said prisoners shall be employed
15 under the direction, and in the custody of officers
16 appointed by the warden, and shall be considered

€ommomncaltl) of iilassadjusctts.
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17 to be in the warden’s custody while employed as

18 aforesaid. The amount to be paid for the labor
19 of prisoners so employed shall be determined by
20 the warden and the commissioners of prisons.
21 When the buildings are ready for occupancy, the
22 commissioners of prisons shall so notify the gov-
-23 ernor, and if said buildings are accepted by him,
24 he shall issue his proclamation, establishing the
25 state prison in said buildings, and fixing the date
26 at which it shall be established.

1 Sect. 2. At any time subsequent to the estab-
-2 lishment of the state prison at Boston, as provided
3 in the preceding section, the governor may issue
4 his proclamation, establishing the Massachusetts
5 reformatory in the buildings now owned by the
6 Commonwealth in the town of Concord, and occu-
-7 pied as the state prison, and said buildings, and
8 all lands and buildings owned by the Common-
-9 wealth in said town of Concord are hereby devoted

10 to the use of said reformatory.

1 Sect. 3. Within two weeks after the estab-
-2 lishment of the state prison in Boston, as herein-
-3 before provided, the commissioners of prisons shall
4 send to the governor and council a list of all prison-
-5 ers held in state prison at Concord, who, in their
6 opinion, should be transferred to said Massachu-
-7 setts reformatory. Said list shall not contain the
8 name of any prisoner held in said prison upon a
9 sentence of five years or more, nor the name of
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10 any such prisoner held upon a sentence of less
11 than five years, if more than one-half of such
12 sentence remains unexpired. The governor and
13 council shall decide which of the prisoners whose
14 names are included in said list shall be transferred
15 to said reformatory, and the governor shall issue
16 his warrant, directing the warden of the state
17 prison to transfer said prisoners to said reforma-
-18 tory, and the warden shall transfer said prisoners,
19 as directed in said warrant.

1 Sect. 4. The governor shall also issue his Avar-

-2 rant directing the warden of the state prison to
3 remove from the state prison at Concord to the
4 state prison at Boston, all prisoners held in said
5 prison at Concord Avho have not been removed to
6 said reformatory, as aforesaid, and the warden
7 shall remove said prisoners, as directed in said
8 warrant.

1 Sect. 5. Every prisoner removed from the
2 state prison at Concord to the state prison at
3 Boston, as aforesaid, shall serve in said state
4 prison at Boston the remainder of the term of his
5 sentence to the state prison in the same manner
G as if he had originally been committed to said
7 state prison at Boston; and every prisoner trans-
-8 ferred from the state prison to the Massachu-
-9 setts reformatory, as aforesaid, shall serve in said

10 reformatory the remainder of the term of his scu-
ll tcnce to the state prison, in the same manner as
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12 if he had originally been sentenced to said reform-
-13 atory, and the removal or transfer of a prisoner,
14 as aforesaid, shall not in any way impair the val-
id idity of his sentence, or abridge the authority of
16 the warden or superintendent, as the ease may be,
17 to detain him in custody according to its terms.

1 Sect. G. From and after the date of the estab-
-2 lishment of the state prison at Boston, as fixed by
3 the governor, under the provisions of section one
4 of this act, all sentences to the state prison shall
5 be to the state prison at Boston. The warden of
6 the state prison shall have the custody, in the
7 state prison at Concord, of all prisoners sentenced
8 thereto, until their transfer to said reformatory or

9 their removal to the state prison at Boston.
10 When all of said prisoners have been so trans-
-11 ferred or removed, the state prison at Concord
12 shall cease to be such.

1 Sect. 7. From and after the date of the estab-
-2 lishment of the state prison at Boston, as afore-
-3 said, all laws relating to the state prison at Con-
-4 cord, and to prisoners confined therein, shall be in
5 full force and effect in relation to the state prison
6 at Boston, and to prisoners confined therein.

1 Sect. 8. After the establishment of the Massa-
-2 chusetts reformatory any male person convicted of
3 an offence punishable by imprisonment in the state
4 prison or in a jail, house of correction or house
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5 of industry may be sentenced to said reforraa-
-6 tory; provided, however, that no person shall be
7 sentenced to said reformatory for a less time than
8 one year. Municipal, police and district courts and
9 trial justices shall have the same jurisdiction and

10 authority to sentence such person to said re-
-11 formatory which they have to sentence him to
12 such jail, house of correction or house of
13 industry.

1 Sect. 9. Every sentence to said reformatory
2 imposed under the laws of this Commonwealth
3 may be for the maximum term provided by law
4 for the punishment of the offence of which the
5 person so sentenced has been convicted. The
6 term of imprisonment under any such sentence
7 may be terminated by the commissioners of
8 prisons as authorized by section thirty-three of
9 this act.

1 Sect. 10. Whenever any person is sentenced to
2 said reformatory, the court imposing the sentence
3 shall transmit to the superintendent an attested
4 copy of the complaint or indictment under which
5 such person was convicted, together with the
G names of the witnesses testifying for and against
7 such person at his trial. No fee shall be charged
8 or allowed for making said copies.

1 Sect. 11. After the establishment of the
2 Massachusetts reformatory no person who is over
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3 fifteen years of age shall be sentenced to the
4 reform school for hoys at Wcstborough.

1 Sect. 12. The commissioners of prisons may
2 remove to said reformatory such male prisoners
3 confined in the jails or houses of correction of the
4 several counties, or in the House of Industry at
5 Deer Island, in the city of Boston, as they eon-
-6 sider likely to be benefited by its reformatory in-
-7 fluences. They may also, whenever they con-
-8 sider it necessary, remove from said reformatory
9 to the place of imprisonment from which he was

10 received, any prisoner removed to said reform-
-11 atory under the provisions of this section.

1 Sect. 13. On application of the trustees of
2 the state primary and reform schools, the commis-
-3 sioners of prisons may cause any boy confined in
4 the state reform school for boys at "Westborough
5 upon a sentence for any offence, to be removed to
6 said reformatory. The said commissioners, upon
7 application of said trustees, may cause a boy so
8 removed to be returned to said state reform
9 school.

1 Sect. 14. Said commissioners may, with the
2 consent of the governor and council, remove from
3 the state prison to said reformatory any prisoner
4 confined in said prison, and may, whenever they
5 consider it necessary, remove said prisoner to said
6 state prison.
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1 Sect. 15. A prisoner removed under the

2 provisions of cither of the three preceding scc-
-3 tions shall serve in the place of confinement to
4 which he is so removed the remainder of his
5 original term of sentence.

1 Sect. 16. Every order for the removal of a

2 prisoner under this act shall be signed by the
3 secretary of the commissioners of prisons, and
4 directed to the officer making the removal. All
5 mittimuses, processes, and other official papers or

6 copies thereof by which a prisoner is held, shall
7 be removed with him.

1 Sect. 17. Any order for the removal of a

2 prisoner under the provisions of this act may be
3 executed by any officer authorized to serve civil
4 process in any county in this Commonwealth.

1 Sect. 18. The costs of the commitment ofany
2 person sentenced to said reformatory shall be paid
3 by the county from which he is committed. The
4 costs of the removal of any person to or from said
5 reformatory shall be paid from the treasury of the
6 Commonwealth, the bills therefor having received
7 the approval of the commissioners of prisons.

1 Sect. 19. The officers of said reformatory
2 shall consist of one superintendent, one deputy
3 superintendent, one instructor, one physician, one
4 clerk, four turnkeys, one engineer, as many
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5 watchmen, not exceeding twenty-three, and as
6 many assistant watchmen, not exceeding twenty-
-7 three, as the superintendent and the commission-
-8 ers of prisons may consider necessary.

1 Sect. 20. The superintendent and the physi-
-2 cian, shall be appointed by the governor, by and
3 with the consent of the council, and shall hold
4 office during the pleasure of the governor and
5 council.

1 Sect. 21. All other officers of said reform-
-2 atory shall be appointed by the superintendent,
3 subject to the approval of the commissioners of
4 prisons, and shall hold their offices during the
5 pleasure of the superintendent and commissioners.

1 Sect. 22. The officers of the prison shall re-
-2 ceive the following annual salaries, viz.; the sup-
-3 erintendent, thirty-five hundred dollars; the in-
-4 structor, two thousand dollars; the physician, one

5 thousand dollars, and the officers appointed by
6 the superintendent such salaries as shall be fixed
7 by him, subject to the approval of the commis-
-8 sinners of prisons, but within the limits herein
9 respectively set forth, as follows, viz.: the deputy

10 superintendent, not exceeding two thousand dol-
-11 lars; the clerk, not exceeding two thousand
12 dollars; each turnkey not exceeding eleven hun-
-13 dred dollars; the engineer, not exceeding fifteen
14 hundred dollars; each watchman, not exceeding
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15 one thousand dollars; each assistant watchman,
1G not exceeding eight hundred dollars. No other
17 perquisite, reward or emolument, shall be allowed
18 to, or received by, any of the said officers, except
19 that there shall be allowed to the superintendent
20 and deputy superintendent sufficient house room,
21 with fuel and lights, for themselves and their
22 families.

1 Sect. 23. The superintendent of said reform-
-2 atory shall receive and securely keep, according
3 to the terms of his sentence, any male person
4 committed thereto upon a sentence imposed by
5 any court of the United States, or any prisoner
6 sentenced by any such court who may be removed
7 thereto from any other prison.

1 Sect. 24. The superintendent shall have the
2 custody and control of all prisoners committed to
3 the said reformatory, and shall have the manage-
-4 rnent and direction of the reformatory under the
5 rules and regulations of the same. lie shall,
G before entering upon the duties of the office, give
7 to the treasurer of the Commonwealth a bond, in
8 such sum and with such sureties as the governor
9 and council shall approve, conditioned that he shall

10 faithfully account for all the money placed in his
11 hands, and for the faithful performance of his
12 duties. He shall purchase all supplies necessary
13 for the said reformatory; shall receive and pay
14 out all money paid from the treasury of the Com-
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15 monwealth for the support thereof, and shall have
10 the custody and control of the buildings and
17 property of the Commonwealth connected there-
-18 with. lie shall cause to be kept in suitable
19 books a full and accurate statement of the prop-
-20 erty, expenses, income, and business of the said
21 reformatory. lie shall make to the commissioners
22 of prisons such reports as they shall require of
23 him.

1 Sect. 25. When the office of superintendent
2 is vacant, or the superintendent is absent from
3 the reformatory, or unable to perform the duties
4 of his office, the deputy-superintendent shall have
5 the powers, perform the duties, and be subject to
6 the obligations and liabilities of the superintend-
-7 ent.

1 Sect. 26. If the office of superintendent be-
-2 comes vacant, the commissioners of prisons may
8 require the deputy-superintendent to assume the
4 duties of superintendent, and to give a bond to
5 the Commonwealth, in the sum of ten thousand
6 dollars, with sufficient sureties, to be approved by
7 them, conditioned for the faithful performance of
8 the duties incumbent on him as deputy-superin-
-9 tendent until a superintendent is appointed, and

10 that he will faithfully account for all money which
11 shall come into his hands in such case; and from
12 the time said bond is approved, the deputy-super-
-13 intendent shall, so long as he performs the duties
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14 of superintendent,receive the salary of that officer,
15 in lieu of his salary as deputy-superintendent.
16 If the deputy-superintendent does not give such
17 bond when required, the commissioners of prisons
18 may relieve him from the duties of superintend-
-19 ent and appoint a superintendent pro tempore,
20 who shall give such bond, and shall have the
21 power and authority, perform the duties, and re-

-22 ceive the salary of the superintendent, until a

23 superintendent is duly appointed and enters upon
24 the discharge of the duties of the office.

1 Sect. 27. The instructor shall devote his
2 whole time to the instruction of the prisoners and
3 the promotion of their moral and religious well-
-4 being.

1 Sect. 28. The commissioners of prisons shall
2 have the general supervision of the said reform-
-3 atory, and shall make all necessary rules and reg-
-4 ulations for the government and direction of the
5 officers in the discharge of their duties, for the
6 discipline of the prisoners and the custody and
7 preservation of the property of the said reform-
-8 atory. They shall make special provision for
9 grading and classifying the prisoners and estab-

-10 fish rules for dealing with them according to their
11 behavior, industry in labor, and diligence in study.
12 All rules and regulations adopted by the said
13 commissioners shall be subject to the approval of
14 the governor and council. The said commis-
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15 sioners shall, with the superintendent, cause pro-
-16 vision to be made for the employment of the
17 prisoners; but no such provision shall be made
18 without the approval of the governor and coun-
-19 cil. The said commissioners shall endeavor to
20 establish in said reformatory such industries as
21 will enable prisoners employed therein to learn
22 valuable trades. The said superintendent and
23 commissioners may expend a sum not exceeding
24 two thousand dollars annually for the maintenance
25 of a prison school.

1 Sect. 29. All moneys received by the super-
-2 intendent for labor of the prisoners or for articles
3 sold shall be paid over to the treasurer of the
4 Commonwealth as often as once in each month.

1 Sect. 30. The salaries and pay of all officers
2 and employees at said reformatory, and all bills for
3 supplies and for other expenditures for said re-
-4 formatory shall be paid monthly from the treasury
5 of the Commonwealth, the same having first been
G certified by the auditor ofthe Commonwealth upon
7 schedules (accompanied by vouchers), enumerat-
-8 ing the bills and pay-rolls. Said schedules shall
9 be certified by the superintendent and approved

10 by the commissioners of prisons. A full record
11 of the pay-rolls and bills shall be kept by the
12 superintendent, and the originals shall be de-
-13 posited with the auditor of the Commonwealth as
14 vouchers.
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1 Sect. 31. The superintendent of said reforra-
-2 atorj shall annually make to the commissioners
3 of prisons, on or before the first day of November,
4 a report of the affairs of said reformatory, includ-
-5 ing a detailed statement of the receipts and ex-
G penditures of the year ending on the thirtieth
7 day of September, with such other facts and such
8 recommendations as he shall desire to present,
9 and such report, together with the recommenda-

-10 tions of said commissioners, shall be included by
11 them in their annual report. Five hundred cop-
-12 ies of the superintendent’s report shall be printed
13 separately from the report of the said commis-
-14 sioners, for the use of the superintendent.

1 Sect. 32. Prisoners confined in said reform-
-2 atory may be employed, in the custody of an
3 officer, upon any lands or buildings owned by the
4 Commonwealth in the town of Concord, and who-
-5 ever escapes from said land shall be deemed to
6 have escaped from said reformatory.

1 Sect. 33. When it shall appear to the com-
-2 missioners of prisons that any person imprisoned
3 in said reformatory has reformed, they may issue
4 to him a permit to be at liberty during the rcmain-
-5 der of his term of sentence, upon such conditions
G as they deem best; and they may revoke said per-
-7 mit at any time previous to its expiration: pro-
-8 vided, however, that no permit shall be issued to
9 a person transferred or removed from the state
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10 prison to said reformatory, except with the ap-
-11 proval of the governor and council. The viola-
-12 tion by the holder of a permit, granted as afore-
-13 said, of any of the terms or conditions of such
Id permit, or the violation of any of the laws of this
15 Commonwealth, shall of itself make void said
16 permit.

1 Sect. 34. When any permit granted under the
2 provisions of the preceding section has been re-
-3 voted, or has become void, as aforesaid, the com-

-4 missioners of prisons may issue an order author-
-5 izing the arrest of the holder of said permit and
6 his return to said reformatory. Said order of
7 arrest may be served by any officer authorized to
8 serve criminal process in any county in this Com-
-9 monwealth. The holder of said permit, when re-

10 turned to said reformatory, as aforesaid, shall be
11 detained therein according to the terms of his
12 original sentence; and in computing the period
13 of his confinement the time between his release
14 upon said permit and his return to the reform-
-15 atory shall not be taken to be any part of the
16 term of the sentence.

1 Sect. 35. The commissioners of prisons may
2 expend for the assistance of prisoners discharged
3 from said reformatory a sum not exceeding three
4 thousand dollars annually.

1 Sect. 36. This act shall take effect upon its
2 passage.
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