
No. 398.

Senate, May 1, 1884.

The Joint Committee on the Judiciary, to which was
committed the Order relative to naturalization, report the
accompanying Bill.

For the Committee,

EDWARD P. LORING.

Mr. Pillsbuet dissents, and submits his views in writing.
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In the Year One Thousand Eight Hundred and Eighty-four.

AN ACT
In relation to Naturalization.

Be it enacted by the Senate and House of Representatives in
General Court assembled, and by the authority of the same, as

follmvs :

1 Section 1. The supreme judicial court, the
2 superior court, district, police and municipal
3 courts having common law jurisdiction, a seal
4 and a clerk, may respectively have jurisdiction of
5 applications for naturalization: provided, how-
-6 ever, that no application shall be received by the
7 supreme judicial court or superior court unless
8 the applicant resides in the county within which
9 the court is held, nor by any district, police or

10 municipal court unless the applicant resides in the
11 district for which the court is established: pro-
-12 vided, that no district, police or municipal court
13 held in any city or town in which more than three
14 terms of the superior court are held annually,
15 shall have jurisdiction under this act.
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1 Sect. 2. Applications for naturalization in
2 any court of the Commonwealth may be filed
3 in the clerk’s office at any time, but final ac-

-4 tion thereon shall be had only on stated days
5 during the regular terms of the court. Every
6 application shall be entered upon the docket of
7 the court, and shall be filed at least fourteen days
8 before final action thereon. Such application, in
9 addition to the name of the applicant, shall con-

-10 tain the name of the street and the number of
11 the house in which he resides, if he live in a city,
12 and also the names of the witnesses upon whom
13 he intends to rely for proof of the facts, together
14 with the number and street of the residences of
15 such witnesses; provided, that in case the wit-
-16 nesses named in the application cannot attend, the
17 court may allow the application to be amended by
18 the substitution of the names of other witnesses,
19 but such amendment shall be made at least seven
20 days before final action. And in all cases the
21 clerk shall post conspicuously in the clerk’s office,
22 seven days before such final action, a list of the
23 names of applicants, with the street and street
24 number of their residences, the names of wit-
-25 nesses and the street and street number of their
26 residences.

1 Sect. 3. A record of every application for
2 naturalization and the action thereon, the names of
3 the witnesses and their residences, shall be kept
4 by the clerk of each court, and a return made an-
-5 nually, on or before the first day of February of
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6 each year, to the secretary of the Commonwealth,
7 of the name and residence of every person natu-
-8 ralized prior to the thirty-first day of December
9 of the preceding year, the date of the naturaliza-

10 tion, also the names of the witnesses and their
11 residences; and the returns so made shall be kept
12 by the secretary, and printed in form convenient
13 for reference.

1 Sect. 4. Primary declarations of aliens may
2 be made before a clerk of either of such courts
3 in term time or vacation.

1 Sect. 5. The fees for naturalization ofaliens,
2 under the provisions of this act, shall be the same
3 as now provided in section four of chapter one
4 hundred and ninety-nine of the Public Statutes;
5 and clerks of police, district and municipal courts
6 shall be allowed to retain one-half of the fees re-
-7 ceived to their own use, and pay the residue to the
8 treasurers of their respective counties.

1 Sect. 6. No person hereafter naturalized in
2 any court shall be entitled to be registered as a
3 voter within thirty days of such naturalization.

1 Sect. 7. All acts and parts of acts inconsis-
-2 tent with this act are hereby repealed.
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Senator Pillsbury dissents, and submits the following
report:

This bill does not appear to me to be necessary or desira-
ble. There is no application here for such legislation, and
so far as the bill is designed to facilitate naturalization, there
is neither any call for it from the persons most concerned,
nor any occasion for it arising out of the operation of the
present system. The higher courts are open several times
in each year, within a few miles of the home of every resi-
dent in every part of the Commonwealth. It is creditable
to the persons concerned that they do not seem to value the
privileges of citizenship so as to complain of the tri-
fling inconvenience necessary to obtain them in these courts.
When they are aggrieved they will know it without waiting
to have it pointed out to them by persons more interested in
procuring their naturalization than they are themselves, and
when they complain it will be time for the legislature to
consider and relieve the grievance, if any exists. The ad-
ministration of the naturalization laws is one of the most
important and far-reaching powers of the highest courts.
In view of the scandalous and dangerous manner in which it
is sometimes exercised, even by them, and the fact already
noticed that there is no popular demand for the change, the
legislature ought not, in my opinion, to confer this extraor-
dinary power upon widely-scattered courts of local and
inferior jurisdiction and uncertain existence.

A. E. PILLSBURY.








