
SENATE No. 307.

Representatives Wolcott, Harvey and Paine, dissent, and
submit the following Minority Report upon the bill to
establish a Homoeopathic Hospital for the Insane (Sen-
ate, No. 306).

The net annual increase of insane poor in Massachusetts
is 200. This sad and alarming fact compels us to give
serious consideration to the whole problem of how to care
for the insane. Three million of dollai’s were expended six
or eight years ago in building the insane hospitals at Dan-
vers and Worcester. But they are now crowded full, and
patients are sleeping on the floors of the entries. Their
average cost per patient was over $2,000, and at that rate,
the State must spend $400,000 each year for a new insane
hospital for its annua! increase of 200. The weekly cost of
caring for patients in these palatial hospitals is $3.25 as
charged by law to cities and towns as well as to the State,
and a larger sum for private patients.

Remember, however, that these hospitals were built ex-
pensively because adapted to the treatment and cure of acute
and curable cases. They contain all the expensive conveni-
ences and appliances for that end, and certainly in her
struggle to rescue the curable from this terrible disease,
Massachusetts will spare no expense.
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Alas, the fact remains that a very large percentage of all
who ever enter, never leave, —hopelessly insane in spite of
the best science of to-day.

Four superbly equipped State hospitals, Taunton, Dan-
hers, Worcester and Northampton, —are all adapted for the
treatment and cure of acute and curable cases, sparing no
expense. But they are mostly full of chronic cases, who sim-
ply need proper shelter and tender care in much simpler
buildings.

Two-story, brick, nearly fire-proof buildings can be built
on the grounds of the existing State insane establishments
at a cost of $250 an inmate, with no expense for kitchen,
laundry or administrative department, all of which exist
adequately in the main hospitals.

A year ago the Trustees at Danvers made this exact
request;

“ Some further provision for the accumulating numbers of
the chronic insane has now become a pressing necessity. We can
see no other way of meeting this need so satisfactorily as the
method adopted at the insane asylums in Washington, D. C., and
Middletown, Conn., which consists in constructing, within reach of
the officers of the asylum, buildings for the quiet insane, at a cost
of about $3OO for each patient.” Fifth Annual Report of the
Trustees of the Danvers Lunatic Hospital (Sept. 30, 1882), p. 10.

This plan is not an experiment. It has been done at the
great insane establishment at Washington, under the charge
of Dr. Godding, formely of Taunton, in a way to command
the attention and approval of the wisest and most experienced
experts in insanity, the college asylum costing $250 an
inmate.

The example was followed at Middletown, Conn., and at
the Willard Asylum in Ovid, N. Y.

Massachusetts may wisely and most economically follow
the same plan, now and hereafter, in making provision for the
increasing number of her insane.

At a cost of $250 a patient the State must expend $50,000
each year from this time forward, merely to house the in-
sane, besides their maintenance, till, in the providence of God,
or by.the skill of man, this fearful increase shall slacken.
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In view of this solemn state of facts, laying a heavy load
upon the State, the plan of establishing a new and unneeded
and costly insane hospital at Westborough, seems a serious
blunder. It does not meet the needs of the State, which are
to provide adequate house-room for the chronic harmless
insane at moderate cost.

It builds another expensive establishment for the treat-
ment of acute cases, and will involve the State in the
permanent expense of maintaining another set of trustees,
staff, officers, administration bureau, etc.

The patients there will cost at least $3.25 a week for sup-
port. $150,000 are asked by the majority of the Committee
to remodel Westborough into a hospital for 325 patients, add-
ing a fair allowance for cost of estate and value (not cost)
of buildings, say at least $lBO,OOO more. The total cost per
inmate will be about $l,OOO, while to build new and better
cottage asylums will be about $250.

To take Westborough from the purposes to which it has been
always dedicated, the reformation of juvenile offenders, and
alter it over into an insane hospital, seems, therefore, to in-
volve a great and needless first cost to the State, and annual
burden of maintenance, in order to provide what the State
does not need, and when we have learned by the experience
of other States that simple, wiser, and more economical
buildings can be newly erected, to be maintained at a less
cost per patient always thereafter.




