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exceeding, for work specified in Items A and B, respectively,

of section two, the amount authorized hereby to be expended
therefor, and not exceeding, in the aggregate, fourteen mil-

lion, two hundred and fifty thousand dollars, as may from
time to time be required and shall issue in one or more series

bonds, notes or other forms of written acknowledgment of

debt, hereinafter referred to as obligations. Each series shall

carry such rates of interest as the state treasurer may fix,

with the approval of the governor, and shall be payable seri-

ally in such amounts and at such times as the state treasurer

may determine, with the approval of the governor; provided,

that the principal payments of each series shall be made an-

nually in amounts as nearly equal as may be. The obligation

last payable of any series issued hereunder shall become due
not later than five years from the date of the obligations of

such series.

All obligations issued under this act shall be signed by the

state treasurer and approved by the governor.

All interest payments and payments on account of prin-

cipal on such obligations shall be paid from the Highway
Fund; provided, that, notwithstanding the foregoing, such
obligations shall be general obligations of the commonwealth.

Section 4. Contracts for the hire of motor trucks for use

in carrying out work authorized by this act shall be made
by the department of public works only with the owners of

such trucks and payments for the hire of such trucks shall

be made directly to said owners.

Approved October 28, 1938.

Chap.dOQ An Act authorizing the department of public works
TO MAKE CERTAIN IMPROVEMENTS IN RIVERS AND STREAMS
MADE NECESSARY BY HURRICANE OR FLOOD,

Emergency Whereas, The deferred operation of this act would tend
pream e.

^^ defeat its purposc, which in part is to protect persons,

property and public ways against flood and other damage
which may result from the accumulations of fallen trees,

debris and other obstructions in streams on private property,

therefore it is hereby declared to be an emergency law,

necessary for the immediate preservation of the public health,

safety and convenience.

Be it enacted, etc., as follows:

Section 1. The department of public works, in this act

called the department, may remove fallen trees, debris and
other obstructions in rivers and streams resulting from hur-

ricane or flood and may restore or repair dams or other struc-

tures in rivers or streams, the destruction of or injury to which
may have increased the danger of flood therein, and for the

purpose of protection against flood may alter the course or

deepen or widen the channel of any river or stream, may
conduct any surface or ground water into the same, may



Acts, Extra Session, 1938.— Chap. 506. 757

build retaining walls to support any part of the banks thereof,

and may enter on private land for any of the foregoing

purposes.

Section 2. If it becomes necessary for any of the pur-

poses of section one, the department may take by eminent
domain under chapter seventy-nine of the General Laws, or

acquire by purchase or otherwise, lands, easements, rights of

way, water rights and other property, in or on any river or

stream and may in like manner so take or otherwise acquire

lands, easements, rights of way, water rights and other prop-

erty required by any alteration of the course of any river or

stream. Whenever the property of any person has been
appropriated to the public use by the department under au-

thority hereof, damages may be recovered therefor from the

commonwealth under the provisions of chapter seventy-nine

of the General Laws.
Section 3. For the purposes of this act, including the

payment for advisory hydraulic engineering services and
land damages, if any, there may be expended, from funds

provided under the following section, sums not exceeding in

the aggregate one million dollars.

Section 4. For the purposes of this act, the state treas-

urer, upon the request of the commissioner of public works,

shall borrow on the credit of the commonwealth such sums,

not exceeding, in the aggregate, one million dollars, as may
from time to time be required and shall issue in one or more
series bonds, notes or other forms of written acknowledgment
of debt, hereinafter referred to as obligations. Each series

shall carry such rates of interest as the state treasurer may
fix, with the approval of the governor, and shall be payable

serially in such amounts and at such times as the state

treasurer may determine, with the approval of the governor;

provided, that the principal payments of each series shall be

made annually in amounts as nearly equal as may be. The
obligation last payable of any series issued hereunder shall

become due not later than five years from the date of the

obligations of such series.

All obligations issued under this act shall be signed by
the state treasurer and approved by the governor.

All interest payments and payments on account of prin-

cipal on such obligations shall be paid from the General

Fund or ordinary revenue of the commonwealth.
Section 5. The authority granted to the department by

this act shall expire when the sum hereby made available

has been expended; provided, that if any part of said sum
remains unexpended on October thirty-first, nineteen hun-

dred and thirty-nine, the authority hereby granted shall ex-

pire on said date. Approved October 28, 1938.


