
No. 327.

[Senate, No. 317, as amended by the Senate.]

Senate

(Hommonracaltl) of iflassactyuoctts.

The Committee on Rules, of the two branches, who were
ordered, as a joint special committee, to consider what
amendments of the rules are necessary to promote the con-
venient and orderly despatch of business in the two branches,
report as follows :

That joint rule 1 be amended by adding thereto the fol-
lowing :

“ The committees of the two branches on the Judi-
ciary, on Probate and Chancery, and on Rules, respectively,
shall sit together as joint committees for the consideration of
any matters referred to them as such.”

Also, that joint rule 3 be amended by striking out all
thereof down to the words “ except that,” where they first
occur, and inserting in place of the words stricken out the
following; “Joint committees shall report by bill, resolve,
or otherwise, to each branch, in such manner as, considering
the state of the calendar of each branch and the probable
character of the report as likely or unlikely to occasion de-
bate, shall secure as nearly as possible an equal division of
business between the two branches.”

Also, that joint rule 11 be amended by striking out the
last sentence thereof and adding in place of the words
stricken out, the following: “This rule shall not be con-
strued to prevent reference to or consideration by a commit-
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tee of any order offered by a member of either branch and
duly adopted, but the committee shall not report thereon
any such bill or resolve as is herein described unless in their
opinion the occasion warrants the suspension of the rule for
the admission of such report, nor unless the report is ac-
companied by their recommendation that the rule be so
suspended.”

Also, that joint rule 12 be amended by inserting therein
next after the word “ legislature” the words “and matters
affecting the property or property rights of the Common-
wealth, or the privileges of the legislature or either branch
thereof.”

For the Committee,

A. E. PILLSBURY.


