
SENATE N o . 3 6 3

(Hommontücaltl) of Jltassadjusetts.

S e n a t e , June 2, 1884.

The Special Committee of the Senate, appointed to inquire 
whether attempts have been made to improperly influence the 
action of Senators upon the bill to authorize the formation of 
companies for the manufacture and sale of water gas, have 
made such inquiry and herewith submit the results thereof, 
as embodied in the evidence taken before them.

In order to cover all ground of the inquiry, to settle the 
truth or falsity of rumors touching individual senators, and 
to open the way to farther proof of attempts at improper 
influence, if any, the Committee deemed it their duty to 
make personal inquiry of each senator as to his knowledge 
of the subject of investigation. They accordingly addressed 
to all senators a request to appear before them for that pur
pose. To this request every senator voluntarily responded, 
with the exceptions named below. Senators Bowley and 
McFarlin (the latter of whom submitted a sworn statement 
in writing) are confined at their homes by illness. Senators 
Campbell and Washburn are absent from the State. The 
former, upon leaving, disclaimed any knowledge of the sub
ject of inquiry, and expressed his entire willingness to at-



tend and testify, but was unable to remain for that purpose. 
Senator Loring did not appear.
f" With a view, also, to make the inquiry thorough, and to 
develop all facts which might be supposed to have any bear
ing, however remote, upon the subject, the Committee re
frained from limiting inquiry by the ordinary rules of 
evidence, and the investigation was designedly given a 
wider range than might have been expedient had the cir
cumstances been different, or the subject of a less important 
and delicate character. Public notice was given, and all 
persons who appeared and requested the privilege of inter
rogating senators, or other witnesses, were allowed so to 
do, and the process of the State was put at the service of 
all who claimed to be able, by its use, to elicit any infor
mation material to the inquiry. Every person for whom 
process was issued attended and submitted to examination, 
except two, one of whom was absent from the State when 
the investigation began; the other is understood to have 
been prevented from attending by illness.

By the means so employed the Committee believe that 
they have searched out, traced to their sources, and sifted 
the truth of all the rumors out of which the investigation 
arose. An examination of the evidence will disclose that 
these were chiefly mere idle tales, having so little founda
tion in fact that they would have been sufficiently answered 
by silent contempt, except for the supposed necessity of 
clearing the Senate from the reckless imputations of inter
ested persons and of the public press.

In a single instance, the evidence concerning which will be 
found on pp. 29-33, 44, 45, 66-91, 93-96, the investigation 
has disclosed that which appears to call for farther action of the 
Senate. With respect to this case, the Committee do not wish 
to volunteer any suggestion, nor do they wish to avoid any



duty imposed on them by the order of inquiry. If the order 
is to he construed as calling for an opinion or recommenda
tion of the Committee, they submit, as to this case, that it 
is unnecessary, and, at this stage of the session, inexpe
dient, for the Senate to take such proceedings thereon as 
may raise difficult questions both of fact and law and re
quire the Senate to remain in session for a considerable 
time, for two reasons : First, the case is fully within the cog
nizance of another tribunal. Second, the feeling hitherto 
aroused in the Senate upon the subject might insensibly af
fect the action of senators upon the questions arising in such 
proceedings, and so tend to prevent an impartial judg
ment of the Senate upon them. In the opinion of the Com
mittee, the integrity of the Senate will be properly vindi
cated if the evidence is transmitted to the attorney-general, 
with instructions to take such action thereon as justice may 
require.

A. E. PILLSBURY.
H. C. JOYNER. 
RUFUS LIVERMORE. 
ONSLOW GILMORE. 
A. C. WOODWORTH.
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Æ om m om D M ltf) o f  iîlassaclju sctto ,

FIRST SESSION.

T u esd ay , May 27, 1884,

The committee met in Room 8 , at seven o’clock, P. M., all the 
members being present, Senator P illsbury presiding.

The Chairman. The committee is in session under an order 
which I will read:

Senate, May 27, 1874.
“ Ordered, That a committee to consist o f such senators as the chair 

may appoint, be constituted to enquire whether any attempts have been 
made to improperly influence the action of senators, on the bill to au
thorize the formation of corporations for the manufacture and sale of 
water gas for light and fuel, and that said committee have power to 
send for persons and papers, that their sessions be open and that they 
make due report to the Senate of the results o f such inquiry.”

Is there any gentleman present who has any information to com
municate to the committee upon the subject of this inquiry ? I f  so, 
he is requested to make it known, and if  not, the hearing, for this 
evening, is closed.

There being no response the committee adjourned to meet in the 
Green Room at 7.30 P.M., on Wednesday, May 28.



SECOND SESSION.

W edn esday , May 28.
The committee met in the Green Room at 7.30 P.M ., all mem

bers present, Senator P illsbury in the chair.
The C hairm an . The order under which the committee sits is as 

follows:
“ Commonwealth o r  Massachusetts.

Senate, May 27, 1884.

“ Ordered That a committee to consist of such senators as the chair 
may appoint, be constituted to enquire whether any attempts have been 
made to improperly influence the action of senators, on the bill to au
thorize the formation of corporations for the manufacture and sale of 
water gas for light and fuel, and that said committee have power to send 
for persons and papers, that their sessions be open, and that they make 
due report to the senate of the results ot such inquiry.”

The committee haring voted under this order to make inquiry of 
all the members of the Senate concerning the subject of the inves
tigation, all senators who are present and are willing to make 
answer to such inquiry are requested to stand and be sworn.

[Several senators responded to the invitation and were sworn.]
The C h airm an . Senator Barrus, the committee propose to 

make inquiry of senators in the alphabetical order of their names. 
Your name is first upon the list, of those who are present. Are 
you present for the purpose of answering the inquiries of the com
mittee ?

Senator B arrus. Not just at present. I  am not sworn; 
neither do I  decline to answer except for the present.

T estimony of S enator B urden of B ristol ( sworn) .

Q. (By the Ch airm an .) Senator Burden, have you any 
knowledge of any attempt to improperly influence the action of any 
senator on the bill to authorize the formation of corporations for 
the manufacture and sale of water gas ? A. I have not.



The Chairman. I s there any person present who claims the 
right or desires the privilege of asking Senator Burden any 
question ?

Mr. P arker  C. C h andler . Mr. Chairman, I should like that 
privilege.

The Chairman. In what interest do you appear here, Mr. 
Chandler?

Mr. Chandler. I claim to represent here Mr. Charles A. 
Holmes, recently a petitioner to this legislature, who advised the 
legislature, the lower branch of the legislature, that possibly he had 
certain evidence in his possession which might be valuable, with ref
erence to the subject of this inquiry.

The Chairman. It is suggested that you say you claim to rep
resent Mr. Holmes. Do you in fact represent Mr. Holmes ?

Mr. Chandler. I never use evasive language, Mr. Chairman, 
I do represent Mr. Holmes as attorney and counsel. It was only 
modesty on my part that led me to speak as I did.

The Chairman. Y ou may put your questions, Mr. Chandler; 
confining yourself to the scope of the order.

Mr. Chandler . Mr. Chairman, if you will permit me I  would 
like to inquire of the committee as to the conduct of this case ; 
whether they will permit counsel to put the case in in the ordinary 
way, such case as they imagine they have, or whether — I take it, 
Mr. Chairman, if I may be permitted to make the observation, that 
we are here for a serious purpose. I take it, Mr. Chairman, that 
we all shall be pleased if the purpose for which we are here is not 
what it is claimed and rumored it will b e ; but if  we are here for a 
serious purpose, if this committee is sitting here for the purpose of 
thoroughly investigating these charges which have been made in the 
press and elsewhere, on the floor of the Senate and House, it does 
seem to me that I may appeal to the lawyers of this committee 
whether this is a judicious wa}' to bring out testimony, if it is to be 
put in piecemeal by calling one senator after the other. I don’t 
think it would be satisfactory to the committee, to the Senate or to 
the parties. For certainly this method of backing into an investi
gation will disclose our case, which the committee do not desire, 
and which certainly anybody who desires that this should be a fair 
and square investigation will not ask for. The ordinary method 
will discover no innocent man.

The Chairman. The view the committee take is substantially 
this: that this is not a controversy between parties but an inquiry 
instituted by the Senate ; that the committee are the agents of the 
Senate in making inquiries, and their duty is to find out the facts.



They have considered the question whether they could justify them
selves to the Senate under the order without making inquin' of each 
senator personally as to whether he has any knowledge touching 
the subject of the inquiry, and have concluded that they could not; 
and that it was their duty to make such inquiry, and they have 
passed a vote to that effect. In pursuance of that vote they now 
propose to make such inquiry of such senators as are present. The 
committee have considered, further, whether any persons present 
claiming to be interested in the investigation ought to be allowed 
to make further inquiry of the senators after the inquiries addressed 
to them by the committee have been answered, and have come to 
the conclusion that in the interest of a full investigation they should 
be so allowed. That permission is extended to you. I f  you de
sire to avail yourself of it you will put your inquiries to the sena
tor.

Mr. J oyner . I suppose the gentleman ought further to under
stand that the committee do not limit the investigation or the ex
amination to the extent the Chairman has indicated. As I under
stand it, after the Senate has been gone over in this way, with a 
single question, then anybody who is here will have an opportunity 
to put in a case.

Mr. C h an d ler . That is what I  was about to ask.
The C h airm an . I did not intend to convey the idea that we 

should restrict the investigation to the personal examination of 
senators.

Mr. C h andler . Then I presume if  we should wish to recall a 
senator there would be no objection to that.

The Ch airm an . I presume not. Be as expeditious as you can, 
Mr. Chandler.

Mr. C h an d ler . I will, Mr. Chairman. I  only came into the 
matter this morning and I have had only a very little time to study 
it up.

Cross-examination by Mr. Chandler.

Q. Mr. Burden, on the fourteenth of May do you recollect 
whether you were present at Young’s Hotel, in Boom 109, with 
Mr. C. A. Holmes and some other gentlemen, — I think Mr. Cross 
and some other gentlemen,— do you recollect the occurrence? 
A . I might have been and might n o t; I could not say, sir.

Q. That, I think, the fourteenth, if I recollect,— was the day 
of the final vote upon the water gas bill ? A. Do you mean of 
the reconsideration ?

Q. I think, of the reconsideration. A. The day of the re



consideration I was present — I could not say, sir, really ; I don’t 
know.

Q. You don’t recollect whether you were there. Do you 
reccollect whether you were there the day when the final vote was 
taken? A. That was the day I supposed you were speaking of.

Q. Well, I  mean the vote that stood thirteen to thirteen ; a tie 
vote. That was before the reconsideration. Do you recollect 
whether you were there that day ? A. I might have been, sir.

Q. You have been there a number of times, have you not — at 
Mr. Holmes’ room? A. Yes, sir.

Q. Do you recollect whether on that day Mr. Norris was 
there? Do you reccollect any day, just before the vote, when Mr. 
Norris was there ? A. I could not tell the exact time, s ir ; but 
there was a time.

Q. Do you recollect an occasion when you and Mr. Norris and 
Mr. Holmes and perhaps Mr. Cross and some other gentlemen 
were there and the discussion turned upon the water gas bill, and 
the question was how Mr. Morrison would vote ? Do you recol
lect that conversation ? A  I presume that might have transpired.

Q. There was some discussion as to how Mr. Morrison stood 
on the question. Do you recollect that conversation ? A. Well, 
there was such a discussion.

Q. Do you recollect whether Mr. Norris at that time made 
any remark in reference to the influences which were being brought 
to bear upon him to change his vote? A. Well, sir, I think Mr. 
Norris said something about — I don’t know as I should take it — 
I didn’t hardly know at the time how to take i t ; but it was some
thing about certain influences. You might call it so.

Q. As you recollect, did he mention any particular influences ? 
Did that occur to you at the moment ? It possibly may remind 
you of the occasion by saying that Mr. Holmes was sick in his 
room. He had been the petitioner. And a number of the gentle
men who had voted for the bill met that morning at his room, and 
you were gathered about his couch, or he was confined practically 
to his bed. And Mr. Norris was there. That was the night be
fore the vote was taken. Mr. Norris was there, possibly Mr. 
Cross and yourself, perhaps one or two other gentlemen ; and they 
were discussing the question of what the result would be on the 
morrow and the question turned upon whether Mr. Morrison would 
vote as he had voted in the past. And Mr. Norris made some 
statements, or did he make some statements, and do you recollect 
what they were, with reference to an attempt to influence him? 
A. There were some general statements made.



Q. Did he show a letter from anybody, or say that he had a 
letter from anybody, with reference to it? A. At that time?

Q. Well, yes ; at that time. A. Not to my knowledge.
Q. Do you recollect any other time of his showing a letter from 

somebody on this topic? A. Yes, sir ; I saw a letter.
Q. Will you kindly state who it was from? A. Well, the 

letter was from — my impression is, I don’t know that I could say 
positively, because I  glanced over it very hastily, and at the time I 
saw it I was busy about other things — my impression is it was 
signed “ J. Bourne.”

Q. Was it Jonathan Bourne of the Council? A. I could not 
say.

Q. “ J. Bourne” it was signed? A. That is my impression.
Q. Do you recollect anything that was in that letter? A. 

Well, I don’t recollect very much, sir.
Q. Do you remember its tenor? A. Yes ; the general idea, I 

do.
Q. Will you please state it? A. Well, that he didn’t like, 

didn’t seem to think the vote of Mr. Norris was just right; and 
rather appealed to him, perhaps, to reverse it, if he could see his 
way clear.

Q. Why did he appeal to him ?
The C hairm an . Let me suggest to you that Senator Norris is 

present.
Mr. C h an d ler . I am aware of that fact.
The C hairm an . And whether time could not be saved by ex

amining Mr. Norris upon this point.
Mr. Ch an d ler . I will say, Mr. Chairman, that you having es

tablished this method, I thought I had better pursue it. A little 
clumsy, I thought, at the outset; but if this method is to be pur
sued and I am to get thus far in an examination and then others 
are to be called —

The C h airm an . Y ou are putting in secondary evidence when 
the senator is in the room, and, presumably, has the letter 
itself.

Mr. C h andler . I shall try to call that gentleman early; but 
of course the evidence is only known to me, and, therefore, I have 
to wander along through it.

Q. (B y  Mr. C h an d ler .) If you will please state if he gave 
any reason in that letter, or on what he based his appeal, why he 
should change his vote. A. Well, I glanced the letter over very 
hastily indeed; besides seeing, as I remember it, that it seemed 
to be something of an appeal, I don’t recollect about it.



Q. Did he sajr anything about his being an owner in the New 
Bedford Gas Company, — the largest owner? Do you recollect 
anything about that? A. There might have been something of 
that sort, sir.

Q. Do you think there was? A. Well, sir, I would not want 
to swear that there was, but still there might have been. I glanced 
at it very hastily.

Q. Do you recollect whether Mr. Norris, at that meeting, 
stated that he had been offered any money by anybody ? A. I 
don’t think he did, sir.

Q. Do you recollect, at an}’ time when you were present in 
that room with others, that Mr. Norris stated that he had been 
offered any money? A. I  don’t recollect that he did, sir.

Q. Will you swear that he did not? A. No, sir.
Q. You will swear that he did not? A. No, sir.
Q. (By Mr. J otnee.) What is your answer to that question? 

A. That he did not.
Q. Did he state at that meeting, or do you recollect, that he 

had an invitation from Senator Woodworth to come that night to 
meet him at his place of abode? A. He did.

Q. What did he say about that? Why did he say he was 
going there ? A. He did not say.

Q. Simply said he was going? A. He did not say he was 
going.

Q. What did he say? A. As I remember it, sir, he said that 
the senator had invited him to call around, or words to that effect; 
and he might go, or might not.

Q. How did he come to make this observation; what led up 
to it? A. With reference to this matter?

Q. With reference to this matter. A. There was some talk 
with reference to matter of gossip that was going around ; what 
was said, what was done one way and the other. The whole con
versation, sir, as I recollect it, was this : I cannot tell you what 
preceded it, for I cannot recollect; I cannot recollect what brought 
it up. But all that I heard Senator Norris say was that Senator 
Woodworth had spoken to him in the senate chamber with refer
ence to the matter of the water gas bill, and had urged him some
what to go against the bill. That is the sum and substance of 
the matter; and it ended by asking him to call and see him. 
That is as I understood it.

Q. Did Mr. Norris state what he replied to Mr. Woodworth 
when he urged him in the Senate to change his vote? A. I don’t 
recollect, sir.



Q. What was your impression, or rather what was the fact at 
the tim e; was Mr. Norris there, when he was in Mr. Holmes’ 
room, or did you think— when Mr. Norris was there that night 
was he there as a friend of the water gas movement, or against it? 
How do you feel about it? A. Oh, I thought he was friendly.

Q. Then why did you think he was going around to see Mr. 
Woodworth, who was not friendly ? A. That was a matter I did 
not consider.

Q. That was not discussed ? A. I don’t think there was any 
discussion about it.

Q. Was that the day before the vote was taken when Mr. Nor
ris changed his vote, — the night before ? A. My impression 
is that it was.

Q. Did 3’ou see Mr. Norris after he returned from Woodworth’s 
interview? A. I don’t know that he went, sir.

Q. Did you see him later in the evening? A. I did.
Q. Did he occupy the same room with you ? A. He did.
Q. Did he make any observation whether he had or had not 

seen Mr. Woodworth? A. The only observation that was made 
about it, sir, was I had known earlier in the evening that Senator 
McFarlin, who was in the same hotel, had spoken to Senator 
Norris, and I supposed that they were together; I  didn’t know 
whether they were or not. But the only remark that was made 
was, — this was, I think, in the neighborhood of eleven o’clock, 
or perhaps after, — that Senator Norris and McFarlin, as I under
stood him to say, had been together during the evening in the 
hotel.

Q. Then you understood they had not been over to see Mr. 
Woodworth? A. I understood they had not left the building.

Q. Well, the next morning, when Norris got up, did he say 
where he was going? Did he make any announcement to you 
that he had an appointment with a certain other gentleman ? A. 
I ’think sometime during the forenoon, I cannot tell exactly what 
time, he said that he had an appointment to see President Choate.

Q. Of the Old Colony Railroad? A. Yes, I suppose so.
Q. Do you know whether he went there to see him or not? A. 

I do not.
Q. Did the Senate meet in the morning, after that, about 

eleven, twelve or one o’clock? A. Well, sir, that is a matter 
that can be verified. I think it did.

Q. About one o’clock ? A. I could not say, sir.
Q. This Mr. Norris sits near you, or next seat to you? A. 

Yes, sir.



Q. When he came to the Senate to take his seat did he make 
a remark to you : “ This is the meanest thing I ever did in my 
life, but I cannot help it. It would ruin me to vote for the water 
gas bill,” or anything to that effect ? Did he make that statement 
to you, when he came up to the Senate from his interview with 
Mr. Choate? A. Well, I  guess, sir, I  can put that, perhaps, a 
little straighter.

Q. Let us have it just as it is. A. He didn’t say anything 
at all, at first, when he came into the Senate. He sat for a few 
minutes, — he is next to me, — and then said that he had got 
something to say to me, and perhaps it would be as well for me 
to go out into the president’s room, and he would come out. Well, 
I went out there, and shortly he came out. And as I recollect it 
he said something to this effect: that he had changed his mind, 
and was going to vote against the bill. Just what words he used, 
and just what he said, I cannot fairly recollect. But I know I 
made answer, then we were beaten — that settled it. He told me 
at the same time that Senator McFarlin had decided to change his 
vote.

Q. Did he state to you that Senator McFarlin and himself 
went to Mr. Choate’s office together? A. No. He stated noth
ing of the sort. He said the senator had asked him to say to me 
that he wished to change his vote.

Q. Did he say anything to indicate that he was forced; that he 
wanted to vote for the water gas bill, but that he didn’t feel that he 
could, under the circumstances? A. Well, it seemed to me at the 
time from what was said — it passed very quickly, whatever it was ; 
of course it came very suddenly upon me — it seemed to me at the 
time that he, for some reason which was very important to himself 
and to his own mind, had decided to change his vote.

Q. Didn’t he say that? A. Say what?
Q. That there was some very important reason why he had 

changed his position? A. I don’t think he said that in so many 
words, but that was the impression which it conveyed.

Q. Well, this is rather an important matter, and I really hope, 
Mr. Burden, that you will try to revive your memory on that point. 
Of course, it is some time ago, and it is difficult to remember, 
but how did you get this impression. You know he was with you 
up to ten o’clock on the morning he left you and at eleven he came 
and said he had decided to change his vote. How do you explain 
it? A. Well, there was not much attempt at explanation. It 
came very suddenly, and I saw that it was decisive.

Q. Did you ask him why? A. I don’t recollect whether I did



or not. It would be the most natural thing in the world to do so, 
but I cannot say.

Q. Then you cannot recollect what he said to you? A. I can
not recollect the exact words, but it conveyed to me the impression 
that he had some good reason to himself for changing his vote.

Q. Some good reason to himself? A. Yes, sir.
Q. He hadn’t been under argument between that and the pub

lic hearing? A. No, sir ; not to my knowledge.
Q. Now, in regard to Mr. McFarlin, did you see him and did 

he explain to you, or say anything? A. He sent word by Sena
tor Norris that he had decided to abandon the fort, and I didn’t 
see the senator again until— I don’t think — it was some little 
time after, I guess it was about noontime, he was passing through 
the coat room. I didn’t see him until about noon. He was 
passing through the coat room. I was feeling rather dejected. 
He looked up and said : u Well, Senator, I followed on as long as 
I could.” I said : “ All right.” That was all.

Q. He didn’t say whether he had been down to Mr. Choate’s 
office? A. No, sir; I didn’t have any conversation at all with 
him.

Q. Is there any member of the Senate who has stated to you 
that undue influence — bribery’ — was threatened or brought to 
bear upon him, not successfully, but unsuccessfully’ ? A. No, sir.

Q. No member of the Senate has stated that to you? A. No, 
sir.

Q. You haven’t heard anŷ  member of the Senate make such a 
statement? A. How do you mean, sir?

Q. Have you heard of anyf member of the Senate who has 
made such a statement? A. Have I heard of any member who 
has made such a statement?

Q. Yes. A. Well, sir, I have heard rumor.
Q. You have not heard any’ other senator or any’body on the 

floor, in the room, in the Senate precincts? A. Do you mean 
whether any senator has said to me that he has ?

Q. That he has been offered any money or any’ undue influ
ence has been brought to bear upon him — have you heard any 
other senator state that? A. That is, whether I have heard any 
other senator state that it had been done on any other.

The C hairm an . Isn’t that too remote, Mr. Chandler?
Mr. C h andler . Well, I guess it is. I won’t press that.
The C hairm an. We don’t feel disposed to limit the inquiry 

within the strict limits and rules of evidence, but that is almost too 
far awayr.



Mr. Ch andler . I thought that might refresh his memory. I 
will ask you two more questions, sir.

Q. (By Mr. C h andler .) When Mr. Norris was in Mr. Holmes’ 
room did he hold up his hand and say that he had been offered a 
certain amount for his vote ? A. Not to my knowledge.

Q. Yon don’t recollect that? A. No, sir.
Q. Will you swear that he didn’t say anything to the effect 

that this was a very mean thing; he was obliged to do it, and he 
felt it was a ruin to himself not to do it? A. Well, sir, I won’t 
swear with reference to that, positively, that such was not said or 
that such was said ; I cannot remember just what was said.

Q. Was it such an ordinary remark that you cannot remember? 
A. Well, just at that moment there was not anything very ordi
nary ; I presume the senator will know what he said himself, and 
perhaps remember it better than I can.

Q. (By the Ch airm an .)  D o you desire to make any further 
statement? A. I do not.

T estimony of S enator  B arrus {sworn).
Q. (By the C h airm an .) Senator Barrus, have you any knowl

edge of any attempt to improperly influence the action of any 
senator on the bill to authorize the formation of water gas com
panies? A. I cannot say that I  have.

The C hairm an . I s there any inquiry to be made o f Senator 
Barrus ?

Mr. Ch an d ler . I should like to ask one or two questions; I 
will be very brief.

Q. (By Mr. C h a n d l er .) Has anybody in the Senate stated 
to you that they were offered money or that any undue influence 
was brought to bear upon them to vote on this question ?

Senator B arrus. M r. Chairman, I would like to ask if I am 
under obligations under my oath without any counsel or knowledge 
of what the intent of these questions are, to answer the questions 
that are propounded to me from the House.

The Chairm an . The committee will endeavor to protect you 
and other senators, Senator Barrus, against any improper inquiry, 
but having permitted inquiry to be made by other persons than 
members of the committee, we do not feel it proper to interpose 
against any question which seems to be within the scope of the 
order. Technically a refusal to answer might be contempt of the 
Senate. In the light of this information you must take your own 
course.

Mr. W oodworth. Y ou don’t intend that the senator shall un
derstand that it is positively contempt of the Senate.



The C hairman. I merely made the statement for the senator’s 
information and benefit. I understand refusal to answer a proper 
inquiry before this committee is contempt of the Senate. This 
committee has no power so to judge ; only the Senate has power 
so to judge, and only the Senate has power to do anything about it.

Senator B arrus. Mr. Chairman, I  think the gentleman has 
asked me no question but what he will find out of the principal 
parties; and I think under the circumstances that I must fall back 
upon what I consider my reserved rights, and answer only to the 
committee, such questions as they propound to me.

Mr. W oodworth. I think clearly the senator has that right.
Q. (By the C hairm an .) Has any other senator stated to you, 

Senator Barrus, that any undue attempt has been made to influence 
his action upon this bill, by the use of money or otherwise ? A. 
One senator stated to me that he had been offered, I think, the sum 
of one thousand dollars to change his vote on this question.

The C hairm an . Do you desire to pursue that inquiry further, 
Mr. Chandler?

Q. (B3r Mr. C h an d ler .) Have you any objection, Senator, to 
stating the name of the gentleman who told you that? A. As 
the committee require, sir.

Q. (By the Chairm an .) I think the committee would require 
you to make answer to the inquiry if it were not made by counsel, 
Senator. Will you be good enough to state the name of the sena
tor in question? A. It was Senator Whittier.

Q. (By Mr. C h andler .) Has any offer or improper advance 
been made to you personally? A. No, sir ; not directly or indi
rectly.

Q. Is that the only senator who has said to you that improper 
or undue influence was attempted upon him? A. I would answer 
to the committee on that question, that it is.

Q. I would ask whether any other senator, save Senator 
Whittier, has stated that an offer had been made to him of money 
or undue influence? A. No other senator has made that asser
tion in my hearing.

Q. Have you any knowledge of such an offer being made to- 
any other senator? A. I have not.

Q. Did Senator Whittier state to you who it was that made the 
offer to him of $1,000? A. He did not.

Q. (By the C hairm an.) Can you give the committee any 
further information on the subject of this inquiry? A. I cannot.



T estimony of Senator B urt (sworn).
Q. (By the Chairm an .) Senator Burt, have you any knowl

edge of any improper attempt to influence the action of any senator 
on the bill to authorize the formation of water gas companies? A. 
I have not.

Cross-examination by Mr. Chandler.
Q. Has any senator stated to you or in your hearing that he has 

been offered a bribe, or that any undue influence has been brought 
to bear upon him in this matter? A. No, sir ; there has not.

Q. Has anybody approached you in an}- way in relation to it ? 
A. No, sir.

Q. (By the Ch airm an .) Can you give the committee any 
further information on the subject of this inquiry, Mr. Burt? A. 
Not any.

T estimony of S enator  D enny (sworn).
Q. (By the C h airm an .) Senator Denny, have you any knowl

edge of any attempt to improperly influence the action of any sena
tor upon the bill to authorize the formation of water gas companies ? 
A. I have not.

Cross-examination by Mr. Chandler.
Q. What do you understand by improper influence ? A . Any

thing beyond argument. Dinners, or anything else, I consider un
due influence.

Q. Would you consider an offer to trade votes improper ? A . 
I do, most emphatically.

Q. Do you or not know of any offer to trade votes ? A. I do 
not, of my own personal knowledge.

Q. By that I mean, “ you vote for my bill and I ’ll vote for 
yours.” A. I understand your question to apply to me person
ally.

Q. No; do you know of any of that kind of dicker? A. I 
do not know of anything except rumor.

Q. What is your definition of rumor? A. Gossip.
Q. You never heard any man state that he had changed his vote 

on account of log-rolling or dicker ? A. I have not.
Q. Have you ever heard any senator state that he was offered 

money or that any undue influence was brought to bear upon him 
to change his vote on this matter? A. I have.

Q. Will you please state who ? A. I will — Senator Whittier.
Q. Have you heard anybody else ? A . I have not.



Q. Has any overture been made to you at all? A. With the 
exception of several invitations to junket at Lynn and see the 
manufacture of water gas in operation, which I did not accept in 
any case.

Q. Then you know of no improper influence being exerted? A. 
I know of none.

Q. (By the C hairm an.) Can you give the committee any 
further information on the subject of this inquiry, Mr. Denny ? A. 
I  cannot.

Q. (By Mr. Ch an d ler .) One word more. Did Mr. Whittier 
tell you who the party was that approached him ? A. He did 
not.

T estimony of S enator H odges (sworn).

Q. ( B y the Ch airm an .) Have you any knowledge of any at
tempt to improper^ influence the action of any senator on the bill 
to authorize the formation of corporations to manufacture and sell 
water gas? A. No, sir, I have not.

Cross-examination by Mr. Chandler.

Q. I want to ask you whether you have heard any senator state 
that he was offered money or any undue influence was brought to 
bear upon him? A. No, sir ; I  have not.

Q. Do you know of any senator who has traded his vote ? A. 
I do not.

Q. No one approached you with reference to it ? A. No, sir ; 
there did not.

Q. Then your answer to the chairman is full in its scope, that 
you have no knowledge on this matter ? A. It is.

The C h airm an . Senator Andrew, the committee are making 
inquiries of senators in the alphabetical order of their names. 
I f  you have come here for the purpose of answering the inquiries 
o f the committee, and are willing or desirous to do so now, we will 
be glad to hear you.

Senator A ndrew . I have come here, Mr. Chairman, in 
response to your communication, and I should be very glad to be 
at the service of the committee.

T estimony of S enator A ndrew  (sworn).

Q. (By the Ch airm an .) Senator Andrew, have you any 
knowledge of any attempt to improperly influence the action of any 
senator on the bill to authorize the formation of corporations for 
the manufacture and sale of water gas ? A. I have not.



Cross-examination by Mr. Chandler.
Q. I would like to ask you whether any senator has stated to 

you or in your hearing that he was offered money, or that other 
improper influences were brought to bear upon him in relation to 
this matter? A. They have not.

Q. You have heard no such statement? A. No, sir.
Q. Have you heard of any offer or known of any change of 

vote in the direction of log-rolling or dicker, in order to get one 
vote for this thing in order to stop some other thing? A. I have 
not.

Q. (By the Chairm an .) Can you give the committee any fur
ther information on the subject of this inquiry? A. I have none 
whatever, Mr. Chairman.

T estimony of Senator M orrison {sworn).

Q. (B\7 the Ch airm an .) Senator Morrison, have you any 
knowledge of any attempt to improperly influence the action of any 
senator upon the bill to authorize the formation of water gas com
panies? A. None whatever.

Cross-examination by Mr. Chandler.

Q. You live in Lowell, Mr. Morrison? A. I have that honor, 
sir.

Mr. Ch andler . A great man}7 distinguished men have come 
from there.

Senator M orrison. Thank you.
The Chairm an. Proceed as rapidly as possible.
Mr. Chandler . Pardon me ; I am so fresh in this thing I have 

to take a little time. I am not familiar with it.
Q. Did Senator Woodworth ever argue with you with reference 

to this bill? A. He did, sir ; and many other senators.
Q. Did Senator Woodworth ever make any proposition to you 

with reference to changing your vote? A. No, sir; I do not 
allow Senator Woodworth or any person else to make such a prop
osition to me, and he didn’t.

Q. Did Senator Woodworth ever ask you, personally, or by 
telegraph or by letter, to stay away from the Senate when the vote 
was being taken on this question? A. I received a telegram 
from Senator Woodworth and also from the other side, too, — sev
eral telegrams requesting me to be present or to stay away, as the 
case might be, to suit either side. In that matter I was wholly 
disinterested. I was engaged in trying a will case at Lowell at



the time Senator Woodworth wrote to me and also telegraphed me. 
He wrote in a friendly manner, and asked me whether 1 could con
sistently vote on his side of the bill. I told him I was favorably 
inclined to water gas, and that I could not consistently and would 
not vote against the bill. I w-as engaged in trying a case in 
Lowell. I was not present, I think, when the first and second 
vote was taken. But I had ascertained in the meantime that there 
was a tie vote, that they stood thirteen to thirteen, President Bruce 
having voted. I came down for the purpose of voting for the 
water gas bill, because I had'decided to vote that way-; and no 
influence of Mr. Woodworth’s or of anybody else could have 
deterred me from voting that way if my vote had been necessary-.

Q. Did Senator Woodworth say- to you the following words, 
or write to you the following words : “ It' y-ou can’t vote with us, 
won’t y-ou stay- away- this P.M ., as water gas has three votes 
majority. It would be a great accommodation to me and my 
friends.”

The Chairm an . If you desire to use the contents of a letter I 
think you ought to ask for the letter.

Mr. Ch an d ler . I have the letter, but it is in New York ; and 
I therefore will produce it as soon as it can come here by mail.

Senator M orrison. I will say, Mr. Chairman, — I suppose this 
is a judicial inquiry, and I have a right to say- it, — that Senator 
Woodworth did write to me, and the other side were so solicitous 
in regard to my vote, — and they had no reason for solicitude,— 
that they inquired of me whether or not my ideas had been 
changed. I said no. They said : “ We understand that Senator 
Woodworth has changed your ideas.” I said: “ I have a great 
deal of respect for Senator Woodworth, but Senator Woodworth 
cannot change my ideas. If my vote is necessary- I shall vote for 
it.” And in confirmation of that I took out the telegram, which 
was a friendly one, with nothing in it of undue influence as the 
attorneys want to call it, simply asking my opinion, and whether 
I could not consistently vote the other way. He has the letter, 
and knows the contents of it. I drew the letter and the telegram 
from mv pocket, and gave both of them to the gentleman who 
petitions here for this b ill: and I presume, sir, that you represent 
him, and that he has both the telegram and the letter.

Mr. Ch andler . He has.
Senator M orrison. There w-as nothing in either one of them,

I will state, Mr. Chairman, which w'as undue influence, as I under
stand it, or any- influence, but merely asking me whether I would 
or would not come.



Q. (By Mr. C h andler .) D o you know whether Senator 
Woodworth offered your pair on the thirteenth? A. I don’t know 
anything about it.

Q. Were you there on the thirteenth? A. N o; I was en
gaged in trying a case in Lowell.

Q. You never heard that he offered to pair 3’ou as if  you were 
going to vote against water gas? A. Yes, sir; I think I did 
hear so.

Q. Had he good reason to offer to pair you as being against 
water gas? A. I don’t think he had.

Q. You didn’t write to him or telegraph him. A. No, sir ; I 
didn’t respond. On the contrary, I came down the day after. I 
didn’t write or telegraph him.

Q. Who had your pair? Did Mr. Campbell have it? A. No, 
sir ; no person had my pair.

Q. Nobody ? A. No, sir.
Q. Did Mr. Woodworth write you at any time the following 

language : that there was “ hell to pay in the Senate,” and request 
you to stay away? A. You have m37 letter, sir, and in justice to 
Mr. Woodworth 3Tou ought to produce it.

Mr. Chandler . I haven’t it here.
Senator M orrison. Y ou ought to have it, I shall object to 

answering your question unless yTou produce it.
The Chairman. I think the objection is a reasonable one.
Mr. Chandler . The letter is in New York. I  should not have 

brought this question up if it had not been brought up ; but I have 
to take tilings as they come along.

Mr. W oodworth. I wTant to suggest that the criticisms of the 
manner in which the committee are doing business, by Mr. Chand
ler, are offensive, to say the least; and I object to it. I f  he has 
got any questions to ask, I don’t object to his asking them, if  they 
are proper ones ; but I do object to his criticising the way or man
ner in which the committee is doing business. As I understand, 
the committee are doing business in their own way.

The Chairman. I have not understood Mr. Chandler to make 
any criticism which was worthy of the attention of the committee.

Mr. W oodworth. I don’t think it would be worth37 the atten
tion of the committee.

The Chairman. If a question is propounded which does not 
seem to the Chair to be within the scope of the order I shall cer
tainly interpose ; and any other member of the committee can do 
so.

Senator M orrison. I will say that the onl37 letter Mr. Wood



worth wrote was that which Mr. Chandler refers to, and the only 
letter which he has got. Certainly, as a confidential letter, he 
would never have had that had I known it was to be promulgated 
in evidence ; because I only showed it in a friendly manner.

Q. (By Mr. Ch an d ler .) Mr. Morrison, do you recollect on the 
evening of the fifteenth, of being at Room 109 at Young’s Hotel, 
with Mr. Holmes, Mr. Gerrish, Mr. Crowley and other gentlemen? 
A. I do not. I was never there in the evening, sir. I received 
a telegram from Mr. Simmons requesting me to go to Young’s 
Hotel and I went down.

Q. You recollect the interview? I am not familiar with this, 
but do you recollect an interview at which Holmes, Gerrish and 
Crowley were present? A. I remember being at Young’s Hotel 
with these gentlemen to whom you refer.

Q. Do you recollect stating there that anybody had offered you 
any money, or that any undue influence had been brought to bear? 
A . I recollect distinctly no such assertion being used. I never 
stated so to any person living.

Mr. C h an d ler . I only ask those questions which I think might 
bring out the facts.

S enator M orrison. I never did.
Sir. Ch andler . I am here as his attorney.
S enator M orrison. Yes ; I understand your profession.
Q. (By Mr. W oodworth.) Did Senator Woodworth ever, in 

any way, directly or indirectly, offer you any money or any 
other consideration, or in any way try to improperly influence your 
vote on the water gas bill? A. No, sir. Having been all winter 
with Senator Woodworth at the Revere House he knew better than 
to do that.

Q. Did he ever do it? A. No, sir; he never did.
Q. (B v Mr. Ch an d ler .) Have you heard any senator state that 

he was offered money, or that any improper influence was brought 
to bear upon him? A. No, sir; I would say that I was absent 
for the week before and the week after the final vote on this bill — 
necessarily absent in court; and I didn’t hear any rumor about it. 
I knew there was a desire and a struggle on both sides to secure 
votes on either side. I don’t know of any undue influence.

Q. (By the C hairm an .) Can you give the committee any fur
ther information or do you desire to make any further explana
tion? A. No, sir; I have no further information to give in re
gard to that.

The C hairm an . The next senator in order is Senator Norris. 
But it is suggested that as Senators Stevens and Thayer are in at



tendance this evening, and it is not supposed that they will be 
here again, that they be taken up out of order, before we take Sen
ator Norris. If there be no objection we will proceed in that way.

T estimony op S enator Stevens (sworn).
Q. (By the Chairm an .) Have you any knowledge, Senator 

Stevens, of any attempt to improperly influence the action of any 
senator upon the bill to authorize the formation of water gas com
panies? A. None whatever.

Cross-examination by Mr. Chandler.
Q. Will j-ou kindly tell me whether you know of an}r senator 

having stated that he has been approached improperly, or that 
money has been offered to him? A. No, sir; I have not heard 
of it.

Q. Or anĵ  trading of votes ? A. No, sir.
Q. Has any one ever approached you other than by argument? 

A. No, sir.
Q. (B y the Ch airm an .) Can you give the committee any 

further information, or do you desire to make any further ex
planation ? A. None whatever.

T estimony of Senator T h ayer  (sworn).
Q. (By the Ch airm an .) Senator Thayer, have you any knowl

edge of any attempt to improperly influence the action of any 
senator upon the bill relating to the formation of water gas com
panies? A. The only thing I know of, I think I heard Senator 
Whittier say something in a verj’general way, and I do not remem
ber what he said. The purport of the conversation was, as I 
understood it, that pressure had been brought to bear upon some 
members of the committee — a very general remark. I do not 
recollect the conversation.

The Chairm an . As Senator Whittier is present and is to be 
examined, the committee do not care to make any further inquiry 
of Senator Thayer.

Cross-examination by Mr. Chandler.
Q. Have you ever heard any senator state, except Senator 

Whittier, that he was offered money, or that any improper in
fluence was brought to bear upon him ? A. I have not. I sup
pose this is confined to senators ?

The Ch airm an . It is confined to senators.
Senator T h a y e r . I have heard members of the House make



that statement, members of the committee, but I have not heard 
any senator.

Q. Members of the Committee on Manufactures? A. Yes, 
sir.

The Chairm an . That is immaterial. We do not inquire into 
attempts upon members of the House.

Q. Did Senator Whittier state to you who the gentleman was? 
A. He did not. I walked down with the senator after the final 
vote was taken and in conversation. — it was a very general re
mark, — I inferred that some attempt had been made upon some 
member of the committee.

Q. After the final vote was known, did any one state to you 
that they had been obliged to change their vote, or use any special 
remark about changing it? A. No, sir; the first I knew was a 
very short time before the vote was taken. I was very much sur
prised. I had no conversation with the senator after that, except 
as I have stated.

Q. (By the C hairm an.) Can you give the committee any 
further information? A. I cannot, if the matter is limited to 
senators.

T estimony of S enator N orris (sworn).
Q. (By the C hairm an .) Senator Norris, have you any knowl

edge of any attempt to improperly influence the action of any 
senator upon the bill relating to the formation of water gas com
panies? A. Senator Whittier informed me that he had been 
offered one thousand dollars.

Q. Have you any further knowledge? A. No, sir.

Cross-examination by Mr. Chandler.
Q. Do you recollect, Mr. Norris, on the evening of the four

teenth of May, that you were at Mr. Holmes’ room with Senator 
Burden and others, — possibly Mr. Cross? A. I can fix the day 
if  you can tell me what day the vote on reconsideration was taken.

Q. I think it was the fifteenth. A. If that was the fifteenth, 
then I was there the night before. I went to find Senator Burden.

Q. Do you recollect how long you remained there ? A. I was 
there half an hour.

Q. Do you recollect whether, when you were there, the discus
sion turned upon the question whether Senator Morrison was going 
to stick or not? A. I do not.

Q. Do you recollect making any remark yourself as to whether 
he would or not? A. I do not. Very likely I did. Perhaps I 
did.



Q. Had you any fears at that time that he was wavering, or 
were there an}7 fears that you know of? A. I do not know. I 
was not an active man in the water gas matter. I was there in 
that room rather as a friend of Senator Burden.

Q. You had, up to that time, I take it, voted in favor of water 
gas? A. I bad, sir.

Q. Do you recollect whether in that room you stated to a gen
tleman present that you had been offered five thousand dollars, ox- 
raised your hand in this way [with fingers apart] and said not 
only five thousand, but the}7 were so much in need of a vote that 
they would give twenty-five thousand ? A. I never said any such 
thing, sir.

Q. And you didn’t say that a certain senator had offered you 
that amount? A. No, sir ; never. And I want to say right here, 
that for the most of the time I was there only Mr. Burden and Mr. 
Holmes were present. Mr. Holmes was sick, and he was not talk
ing much. Senator Burden was the only man px-esent for neai’ly 
all the time. I cannot say positively that no other person was 
present during the time that I was there, but I don’t remember 
any other person.

Q. While you were there did you state that Senator Woodworth 
had invited you to his house that evening? A. I don’t know that 
I did. I remember this in that connection : That day, at the Sen
ate Chamber, I was at the rail to see some one who had called me 
there, and Senator Woodworth was in the corner near the rail 
where I was standing, and he spoke to me. I think it was the 
second time he has spoken to me this session. He said he was 
greatly interested in this question and wanted to know if I would 
vote with him. And I don’t know the exact language that I used, 
but I gave him to understand that I would not.

Q. Did he then ask you or invite you to his house this evening, 
or to the Revere House? A. He said this : He asked me where 
I boarded, and I told him I had a room at Young’s Hotel. And he 
turns and says tome : “ Can’t you come down to see me this even
ing? I want to talk this matter over with you.” I said: “ Per
haps so.” And he said he hoped I would, and told me where he 
boarded, — at the Revere House, I think.

Q. Did you state at Mr. Holmes’ room that you stated to Mr. 
Woodworth that you wanted him to understand that if you came 
down there it would be of no advantage to him. That is to say, 
you would not vote for the bill he was in favor of. Did you make 
that remark, that you told him you might come down to call, but 
it would not be of any advantage to him, because you were not



going to vote against the bill? A. I don’t remember any such 
remark. I possibly might have made it. I would not deny it or 
affirm it.

Q. Did you see Mr. Woodworth that evening? A. I did 
not.

Q. You remained at the hotel? A. I remained at the hotel.
Q. The next morning did you breakfast with Mr. Burden and 

some others? A. The next morning I breakfasted with Senator 
Burden only.

Q. Did j7ou state in the room with Mr. Holmes, at that inter
view, that you had received a letter from Councillor Bourne ? A. 
I do not think I did, in that room. I had received a letter from 
Councillor Bourne, and shown it to Senator Burden when I 
opened it. I opened it and read it. Senator Burden sits right 
beside me, and I passed it to him without any comment. I showed 
it to one other senator, I remember; that was a friend of Council
lor Bourne.

Q. Have j’ou seen Councillor Bourne and conversed with him 
on the subject? A. I don’t think I have mentioned the subject 
to him. I have seen him.

Q. I mean previous to that vote being taken did you see Coun
cillor Bourne and talk with him with reference to the water gas 
vote? A. I don’t know at what stage I saw him. I have seen 
him a great manj7 times. I see him every week.

Q. Did you see him just before the meeting in Holmes’ room, 
■in his hotel; I mean to say within a day or two before or after 
that? A. I think very likely I might have seen him.

Q. Did Councillor Bourne use any argument against water 
gas? A. It is very likely, sir.

Q. Do j’ou recollect whether he did? A. Well, I should 
think it probable that he did. If I said that he did, he did. If I 
have not said anything about it, I cannot now remember.

Q. You don’t recollect any particular argument brought to 
bear? A. No, sir; he didn’t bring anything more than if he said 
anything about it it would be just what anybody7 would saj7 argu
ing that side of the question ; that he hoped I would vote against 
the water gas bill, probably.

Q. Did he or did he not in anj7 way7 use any undue influence? 
A. None whatever. Whatever he did to me was in the nature of 
an appeal to me to vote against water gas.

Q. Do you mean simply7 that he used arguments with you? A. 
Arguments. I don’t think, — he might possibly, in the letter have 
used _  i  don’t know that he used anything more than argument,



at all. I  don’t remember what was in the letter. I have searched 
for the letter all the afternoon in the hope of finding it — all the 
the time I had this afternoon. I think it is in existence.

Q. Will you try to find it? A. I shall try to do so, sir.
Q. Did Mr. Bourne use any threats at all? A. Never, sir.
Q. All in the line of argument, then? Now j’ou left Young’s 

Hotel after breakfast, did j’ou not, to have an interview with Mr. 
Choate of the Old Colony Railroad? A. I did not.

Q. You did not? A. No, sir.
Q. Were you not asked to an interview there? A. I had a 

note which I have in my pocket. I found that. I might have 
told some one that I had to go thers.

“  Boston, May 14, 1884.
“ My D ear Sir : — If convenient for you, will you be kind enough to 

call here and see Mr. Choate to-morrow morning any time after 9 30, 
and oblige, Yours truly,

J. R. Kendrick.”

Q. You did not keep that engagement? A. I did not.
Q. Do you know whether Mr. McFarlin had an invitation to go 

there too? A. I do not.
Q. You don’t know whether he went or not? A. I do not 

know whether he went or not.
Q. What time did the Senate meet that day ? A. I  think it 

met in the morning, sir. I think there were two sessions, at eleven 
and at two o’clock ; but that is an impression only.

Q. When you came to the Senate in the morning had you made, 
up your mind to vote as you had voted before, or had j’ou changed 
your mind? A. I didn’t come in the morning, I  might say. I 
didn’t come until twelve o’clock.

Q. One more question, Mr. Norris. Did you tell Mr. Senator 
Burden or anybody else when you got up here, or just before the 
vote was taken, that this was the meanest thing j7ou ever did in 
your life ; that j’ou were forced to do it, or it would be your ruin ? 
A. I don’t think I used all that language. I might have said 
it was very mean. I think I said so to somebody, I don’t know 
who. I felt that possibly it was. And at the same time — well, 
all the friends I had, particularly, were on the coal gas side of this 
matter, and I had had a great deal of pressure, not undue, I didn’t 
consider it, but a pressure such as you gave me on the election law 
and ballot box matter.

Mr. W oodw orth . I want to suggest to you that you are not 
obliged to tell Mr. Chandler why you changed your vote.



Mr. C h andler . I have not asked that.
Senator N orris. I am making a voluntary explanation.
Mr. W oodworth. I am perfectly willing you or anybody 

should say why if you did ; but I simplj' suggest to you that while 
Mr. Chandler has put a very wide range of questions you are not 
under obligation to state to him why you did change your vote.

Q- (By Mr. W oodw orth .) I want to ask you one question. 
Did you go to the Revere House to see Senator Woodworth? A. 
I did not, sir. I have answered that question.

Mr. W oodworth. Senator Woodworth was under that impres
sion.

Senator N orris. And to my knowledge Senator Woodworth 
did not come to Young’s Hotel to see me.

Mr. W oodworth. Senator Woodworth is also under that im
pression.

Q. (By Mr. W oodw orth.) As a matter of fact, with the 
exception of the conversation that Senator Woodworth had with 
you standing by the rail, have j-ou ever exchanged a word with 
him on the water gas question? A. Onty in one instance, and 
that was as I was passing Senator Woodworth he said, “ Who are 
you looking for?” I turned around to him and made some short 
reply, just a word or two, without stopping — “ I am not looking 
for anybody.”

Q. You don’t understand my question. Did you have any con
versation, with the exception of this one time you refer to, when 
you were standing by the rail with Senator Woodworth, on the 
question of the water gas bill? A. No, nor on any other question, 
■with the exception of this single time. I was going to state that 
I had never spoken to Senator Woodworth but twice in my life.

Q. (By Mr. C h andler .) I have only one question to ask. It 
was very difficult for Mr. Burden to recollect what you said to him, 
but he understood the language to be as follows : — A. Please 
state where it was and when it was. That may assist me.

Q. Putting it directly, did j’ou or did you not use this lan
guage, or the substance of i t : “ Tliis is the meanest thing I ever 
did in my life, but I cannot help it. It would ruin my family and 
myself to vote for water g a s! ” A. I don’t think I said any 
such thing. I think I said it was mean.

Q. Didn’t you use the term “ ruin” ? A. I don’t think I 
did. It does not seem possible that I did. I should think Senator 
Burden’s memory of that would be correct, if he saj’s so.

Q. Well, I won’t say Mr. Burden alone, because to-night we 
are only to call senators. Didn’t you say so to anybody ? A. I 
don’t think I did, sir.



Q. After that time, at Young’s Hotel, was any undue influence 
of any sort—that is to say, any pressure, I don’t say offer of money— 
was any pressure brought upon you, financial or otherwise, to force 
you to vote contrary to the vote you had cast? A. I was about 
to make an explanation -when I was interrupted by Senator Wood- 
worth. I was about to say that the actuating motive with me was 
that all my friends tvere on the side of the coal gas question, j  
had been repeatedly urged to vote against water gas. I had made 
up my mind with but little of that pressure to vote for water gas, 
and that was but a very few hours, if I recollect, before the vote 
wras taken. It might possibly have been the day previously, but I 
think it was the same da}', as I recollect it now. I told Senator 
Burden that I should, though I regretted it. I  had been fre
quently asked by him and by Senator Whittier if I had made up 
my mind, and I told him I had decided to vote that way. I did so 
vote twice. During all that time all the influences that were 
brought on me were proper, and by proper I mean not undue. All 
the arguments that friends naturally bring, and all the coaxing that 
could be brought were brought on that side, and I was told that it 
was a very common thing to change on reconsideration after a 
thing had been fairly defeated, that that was a sufficient justifica
tion, and I thought it was, considering that all the influences were 
that way, and they were from such sources that I had confidence in 
them. A  great many little things, arguments were used that I 
could not detail without taking a great deal of time, and it is un
necessary.

Q. Do you recollect whether Mr. Bourne in his letter stated to 
you that he was the largest owner in the New Bedford gas works, 
and appealed to your sympathy in that way? A. He may have 
mentioned that; I cannot say. I will try to find the letter and 
produce it. It is quite a long letter.

Q. Have you heard any senator say that money was offered him 
or that any undue influence was brought to bear? A. No one but 
Senator Whittier.

Q. (By the C hairm an.) Can you give the committee any 
further information, Senator. Norris, or have you any further ex
planation to make? A. I have not. I would like to know if I 
am at liberty to come in again if there is any necessity for so doing ; 
if there is any opportunity for further testifying?

The Chairm an . Certainly, at any time during the hearing.

T estimony of S enator R an d all  of M id d lesex  (sworn).
Q. (By the C hairm an .) Senator Randall, have you any 

knowledge of any attempt to unduly influence the action of any



senator upon the bill authorizing the formation of water gas com
panies. A. No.

Cross-examination by Mr. Chandler.
Q. Has any one in your hearing said that he was offered money ? 

A. There was a statement made by Mr. Whittier of something ot 
that sort.

Q. Have you heard any other senator make that statement? 
A. No, sir.

Q. Have you known of any trading of votes on this question 
of water gas? A. Nobody has approached me on it, sir.

Q. Has anj-body ever stated any reason, to you for changing his 
vote? A. Not at all.

Q. As a matter of curiosity, which way did you vote ? A. I 
voted for the water gas bill.

Q. Then you have never heard of any undue influence having 
been brought to bear, either way? A. No, except what I have 
stated.

Q. (B3' the C hairm an.) Can you give the committee any 
further information, or do 3-ou desire to make an3’ further state
ment? A. No, s ir ; not at all. I have stated all that I know.

T estimony of Senator S essions (sworn).
Q. (By the Chairm an .) Senator Sessions, have you any 

knowledge of any attempt to unduly influence the action of anyT 
senator upon the bill to authorize the formation of water gas com
panies? A. I have not.

Cross-examinativn by Mr. Chandler.
Q. Mr. Sessions, will you state whether 3'ou have heard, in your 

presence, an3' senator state that he was offered money or that an3r 
improper influence was brought to bear upon him? A. I have 
heard no senator make any such statement.

Q. You have no reason to suppose that any such influence has 
been brought to bear? A. From my own knowledge I know 
nothing about it.

Q. Have 3-ou heard an3'body state why- the3T changed their vote 
on this subject? A. No, sir.

Q. No one ever endeavored to trade votes with you, or aiy- 
thing of that sort, on it? A. No, sir.

Q. (By the C h airm an .) Can you give us aip" further informa
tion, Senator Sessions? A. Not as to senators; no, sir.



T estimony of Senator T homas (sworn).
Q. (By tho C hairm an.) Have you any knowledge, Senator 

Thomas, of any attempt to unduly influence the action of any 
senator upon the bill for the formation of water gas companies ? 
A. I have not, to my knowledge ; no, sir .

Cross-examination by Mr. Chandler.
Q. Mr. Thomas, have you ever heard any senator state in your 

presence that he had been offered money, or any undue influence 
had been brought to bear upon him ? A. I have not.

Q. You don’t know of any trading of votes on this question? 
A. I do not; no.

Q. (By the C hairm an .) Can you give any further information, 
Senator Thomas, with reference to the subject of this inquiry? A. 
I cannot. I know nothing. There is a good deal of rumor about, 
but it is common.

T estimony of S enator W hittier  (sworn).
Q. (By the C hairm an .) Senator Whittier, have you any 

knowledge of any attempt to unduly influence the action of any 
senator upon the bill to authorize the formation of water gas com
panies? A. I believe I have.

Q. Will you be good enough to state it? A. I was offered one 
thousand dollars to absent myself from the Senate.

Q. At any particular time? A. To absent myself when the 
vote should be taken on the reconsideration of the water gas ques
tion.

Q. By whom. A. I decline to name that person at the 
present time.

The C hairm an . Senator Whittier, the committee considers it 
its duty to advise you that they consider the question important 
and highly material, and that a refusal to answer it would be liable 
to be dealt with as contempt of the Senate. In the light of that 
information or suggestion you take your own course.

Senator W h ittier . I supposed the question would immediately 
follow, and my reply is I did not then and do not now know the 
full name of that person. I decline to give it because 1  do not 
know the full name. I could identify the person, but I do not see 
him before me.

Q. Have you any further answer to the question which has 
been put? A. I would like to make an explanation here, because 
1 think it is due to two senators who have testified. Those sena



tors stated that I had been offered money, or they understood me 
to say that I had been offered money7, to vote against the bill. The 
statement I made was precisely the statement which I made to the 
committee, that I was offered one thousand dollars to absent my7self 
from the Senate when the vote should be taken. I want that cor
rection made because it is important.

Q. Do you know where the person in question lives? A. I do 
not.

Q. Or where he can be found. A. I do not.
Q. Do you know whether he lives in the city7 of Boston?. A. 

I believe he does, but I do not know.
Q. Do y7ou know in what part of the city? A. I do not.
Q. Had you ever seen him before? A. I had.
Q. Have you ever seen him since ? A. I have not ?
Q. How frequently7 had y7ou seen him before? A. I had not 

seen him for many months.
Q. Was he a person whom you knew on seeing?. A. I knew 

him by sight, and I felt that I had some years ago had some ac
quaintance with him, but that not so that I remembered his name 
fully.

Q. Where did y7ou see him at the time in question? A. At my 
residence.

Q. He came to y7our house? A. He did.
Q. What time of day7? A. Late in the afternoon, before my 

return.
Q. Any7 other person present when the statement was made? 

A. There was none.
Q, Have you any means of ascertaining where this person can 

be found? A. I suppose I could, but I should not know where to 
go for him, because I have no knowledge of his present where
abouts or residence.

Q. Are you willing hereafter to give the committee any infor
mation y7ou can obtain on the question of where he can be found ? 
A. I should be, certainly, if I had any.

Q. Beyond this, Senator Whittier, can you state anything 
material to the subject of this inquiry. I think I ought to state 
that the person made a very persistent effort to induce me to change 
my vote, — a very persistent effort to make me change my vote.

Q. Before making the proposal which you have stated? A. 
Three-quarters of an hour before.

Q. For three-quarters of an hour before? A. For three- 
quarters of an hour.

Q. Do you desire to state anything further? A. Nothing.



Cross-examination by Mr. Chandler.
Q. Mr. Whittier, will you state, as far as you recollect, what 

that interview was. A. I think I ought to do so.
Mr. Chandler . It is fair to all parties that you should.
Senator W h ittier . And I  will, briefly. I  found a person at 

my residence on my return from the Senate. I learned later that 
he had been waiting for me some time. He asked to have the 
door closed, when I entered, after the usual salutation of the day. 
He arose and closed the door himself. The conversation, after a 
few minutes, turned upon what he called a vital personal matter to 
him. He said that he wished me to change my vote in relation to 
the water gas bill, and that he asked it as a personal favor. He 
stated that it would be of great personal benefit to him. I  then 
replied, asking him if  he understood the question at issue. He 
said he did not, but he thought there was a division of opinion 
upon the subject, and he wanted me to change my vote because it 
would be of great personal advantage to him. I asked him who 
sent him to me. He declined to answer. I then said to him that 
no earthly consideration would induce me to change my position 
on that question ; I could not entertain the idea for a moment, 
under any consideration, personal or any other. An argument 
followed from him. He said that there was a division in the pub
lic mind upon the question, and there would be no harm in my 
changing my vote. I replied by saying to him that there had been 
a great deal of talk and a great many rumors about already about 
undue influence being used on this subject. He replied, saying 
that he was not interested in gas companies at all, but he wanted 
me to do this as a personal favor. I replied again that it was out 
of the question ; I could not entertain the thought a moment. A  
general conversation ensued on the subject, and later on came a 
proposition to absent myself. And then the sum was named, he 
offering me one thousand dollars if I would absent myself. That 
is the whole story in brief.

Q. After he had made his offer, what remark did you make? 
A. The same reply that I made in relation to the main question 
— that I could not entertain the idea for a single moment.

Q. I suppose you rejected the thing with some courtesy because 
you were in your own house? A. For that reason and for no 
other.

Q. I should like to ask, Mr. Whittier, whether when he said to 
you that it would be a personal favor, did he say that he would bo 
able to obtain some money which would set him up in business 
again, or be of benefit to him? A. No, sir; he didn’t say that.



Q. Did lie indicate that that was the reason for getting your 
vote? A. He said it would put him upon his feet.

Q. He didn’t name any sum, then, that he was to get for it? 
A. He did not.

Q. (By Mr. W oodworth.) What did you understand, Sena
tor Whittier, that he meant by saying it would put him on his feet? 
What was it that would put him on his feet, the getting of your 
vote, or the defeat of the water gas bill? A. I don’t know, sir. 
I didn’t ask the question. This conversation was carried on in my 
own parlor, and the person didn’t appear like one who was attempt
ing to corrupt me, but he appeared to be a person under pressure 
of circumstances that made him come to me. I know nothing 
about that.

Q. Did it occur to you at the time of this conversation that he 
was trying to corrupt you or that he was earnestly desiring to 
influence your vote in a proper way? A. I considered that he 
was endeavoring to influence my vote in an improper way.

Q. Well, up to the time that the money was offered? A. No. 
I want to say up to the time that the money was offered — I mean 
when he offered me money to induce me to absent myself, I con
sidered that was an improper suggestion.

Q. Did you so state to him at the time ? A. I did not. I 
stated just as I have replied here, that I could not entertain the 
idea for a single moment, that it was out of the question.

Q. (By Mr. C h andler .) Has any other senator stated to you, 
or in your presence, that he had been offered money or that some
body had attempted to unduly influence him? A. No, sir.

Q. Has any one else, except the person referred to, approached 
you with reference to changing j'our vote or absenting yourself? 
A. No, sir.

Q. Do you decline to give the name of this person ? A. I 
could not.

Q. I say, do you decline to give his name because you don’t 
want to be the means of exposing him? A. I have two reasons. 
One reason is, I don’t know his name ; and the other, I don’t want 
to expose him or his family.

Q. Do you know who his family are ? A. I think I do.
Q. Then it is more from reason of sympathy that you decline 

than from any desire to shield anybody? A. I h a v e  no desire 
to shield anybody.

Q. I say it is more from reasons of sympathy than that you 
care to shield anybody? A. Yes, sir; excepting the fact that I 
don’t know his full name.



Q. You say you don’t know his full name ; do you know a part 
of his name ; do you know his last name? A. Yes, I do.

Mr. Ch andler . I simply desire to put the fact fully on record 
that it is not any desire to shield this person, but simply on ac
count of sympathy for his family that you decline to give his 
name ? A. That is it entirely.

Q. Do I understand you at the suggestion of the chairman of 
the committee, did you state to the chairman that you would be 
willing possibly later on to state his name? A. I did.

Mr. Chandler . I don’t desire to press it, then, any further.
Q. (By the Ch airm an .) Have you any further statement to 

make, Senator Whittier? A. Nothing.
The Chairman. The subpoenas which have been issued are re

turnable to-morrow forenoon at eleven o’clock.
Mr. W. S. G reenough. I have the honor of responding to a 

subpoena, and I came up here to say that of course not expecting 
anything of this sort, I had made an engagement, and if anybody 
is desirous of asking me any questions, I would prefer to have 
them asked at once, if it is convenient for the committee.

The Chairm an . Mr. Chandler, it was at your request, I be
lieve, that Mr. Greenough was summoned.

Mr. Chandler . Mr. Chairman, the matter on which I desire 
to examine Mr. Greenough and a number of other witnesses, I am 
not prepared to go on with now.

The Chairm an. Could you be likely to finish your examination 
of Mr. Greenough in twenty minutes’ time to-night, or hereafter?

Mr. Ch andler . I possibly could hereafter, but I could not go 
on to-night. I want other witnesses to be here at the same time.

The Chairm an. At what hour, Mr. Greenough, are you en
gaged to-morrow morning?

Mr. G reenough. Eleven o’clock, sir.
The C hairm an. For how long?
Mr. G reenough. I have an engagement at City Hall, which 

will probably take me some time. I am an exceptionally busy man 
just now.

Mr. C handler . Can we set to-morrow evening, Mr. Chair
man?

The C hairm an . We don’t desire to postpone anything beyond 
the earliest possible moment at which we can get at it. Could you 
attend, Mr. Greenough, to-morrow afternoon, if the committee 
should sit then ?

Mr. G reenough. Yes, sir.
The C hairm an . Does it make any difference to you, Mr. 

Chandler, at what hour this witness is present?



Mr. Chandler . Not the least, sir. I  will make his con
venience mine.

The C hairm an . Mr. Greenough, you are excused from attend
ing until to-morrow afternoon.

Mr. G reenough. Until I hear from you again?
The C hairm an. Until you hear from us again, as we cannot 

inform you now of the hour at which we shall meet, if we meet in 
the afternoon.

The hearing was adjourned until Thursday morning, at eleven 
o’clock.



THIRD SESSION.

T h ursday, May 29, 1884.

The committee met in the Green room at 11 A. M., all the 
members present, Chairman P illsbury  presiding.

The Chairman. Will all senators who are present, and who 
were not examined at the last meeting, please rise and be sworn ?

[Several senators rose and took the oath.]

T estimony of S enator T rull ( sworn) .

Q. (By the Chairm an .) Senator Trull, have you any knowledge 
of any attempt to improperly influence the action of any senator 
upon the bill to authorize the formation of water gas companies ? 
A. No personal knowledge ; nothing but what I have heard as 
hearsay.

Q. Has any senator stated to you that any attempt has been 
made to unduly influence his action upon that bill? A. N o; I 
could not say that I heard any one say that.

Q. Has any such attempt been made upon you personally? A. 
No, sir.

Q. Can you give the committee any information bearing upon 
the subject? A. I know nothing but hearsay, that is all. Never 
any one approached me.

Q. (By Mr. J oyner .) What do you mean by hearsay? A. 
"Well, I have heard people say that this one has been offered money 
and political pressure brought to bear, so forth and so on.

Q. Have you heard senators say so? A. I have heard them 
say that they have heard others say so.

Q. I don’t quite understand you? A. I say I have heard 
some senators say that they have heard them say so.

Q. But you didn’t hear any senator say that he knew of any 
improper influence ? A. No.

Q. Or that any had been brought to bear upon him ? A. No.
Q. Have you heard of any log-rolling on the bill ? A. I don’t 

know what you mean by log-rolling.



Q. I mean swapping votes. You tickle me and I will tickle 
you. A. No ; I have not heard anything of that in the Senate.

Q. That is a custom that never prevails in the Senate so far as 
you know? A. No, sir ; I have never heard of it.

T estimony of S enator Cronin (sworn).
Q. (By the C hairm an.) Have you any knowledge of any at

tempt having been made, to unduly influence the action of any 
senator on the bill relating to the formation of water gas compa
nies? A. N o; I don’t know anything, sir.

Q. Do you understand the question, sir ? A. Yes; you asked 
me if I knew anything about water gas.

Q. Have you any knowledge of any attempt to unduly influence 
the action of any senator upon the water gas bill ? A. No, sir ; 
I know nothing.

Q. Has any senator stated to you, or in your presence, that 
any such attempt has been made on him ? A. No, sir ; I don’t 
remember any.

Q. Has any such attempt been made upon you ? Perhaps it is 
unnecessary to inquire, after what you have said. A. Not that I 
am conscious of.

Q. Have you any information bearing upon the subject to give 
to the committee ? A. None.

Q. (By Mr. J oyner.) What do you mean by undue influence? 
A. Well, anything above an honest request, an honest argument 
— dining, wining, coaxing, or bribing.

Q. Dining and wining you would think was undue ? A. None 
of it was tried on me.

Q. Should you think that was undue influence? A. Yes, cer
tainly.

Q. Which way did you vote on the bill? A. I voted for water 
gas.

Q. Under what influence did you do so? A. Well, I didn’t 
much care which side I voted on, and I thought the water gas was 
the most deserving and the under dog in the fight.

Q. You took the side of the water gas because you thought it 
was the under dog in the fight? A. And I thought it was the most 
deserving of my vote. Well, I hadn’t any strong convictions.

Q. Did you read the argument? A. Well, I listened to you.
Q. Did you read the arguments of counsel ? A. No, I did not; 

too much of them.
Q. Then my argument convinced you, did it not? A. Oh, 

n o ; I didn’t say you made me.



Cross-examination by Mr. Chandler.
Q. Mr. Cronin, have you heard any senator in your presence 

s ta te  that money has been offered him ? A. No sir.
The C hairm an. He has been asked that question and has an

swered it.
Q. Mr. Ch andler . You haven’t heard that? A. No, sir.
Q. Have you heard, or had any personal knowledge of any un

due influence having been brought to bear ?
The Chairman. He has been asked that question, and has 

answered it.
Senator Cronin. None whatever. I have heard a good deal 

about junketing done on one side and the other.
The C hairman. Mr. Chandler, we don’t want to waste any 

time by a repetition of questions.
Mr. C handler . If instructed I w ill rest there.
The Chairm an. His answer to that question has gone on the 

record.
Q. (Ify Mr. C h an d ler .) What were you going to say ? A. I 

don’t know that I have heard any more than any citizen of the 
community.

The Chairm an . He has been asked that question and has 
answered it. Have you any further questions, Mr. Chandler?

Mr. Chandler . N o, sir.

T estimony of Senator  C urrier (svjorn).
Q. (By the Ch airm an .) Have you any knowledge o f any 

attempt to improperly influence the action of any senator upon the 
bill authorizing the formation of water gas companies? A. Not 
any.

Q. Has any other senator stated to you, or in your presence, 
that any such attempt has been made upon him? A. Not to my 
recollection.

Q. (By Mr. J oyner .) Mr. Currier, did you know how the 
Senate stood when the matter was first brought in there at all? 
A. No, sir.

Q. Did you know how any senators stood on the question? A. 
I know how I stood.

Q. Didn’t you know how any other one stood ? A. I think I 
did.

Q. Who else? A. Well, I think you was one of them.
Q. Anyone else? A. I think Mr. Root. I could not say 

certainly.



Q. You don’t know how any senators from Essex County be
sides yourself stood? A. No, sir; I knew Senator Parker was 
opposed.

Q. But knew of no one else? A. No, sir.
Q. (By Mr. C h andler .) Did any one in your presence state 

that he had been offered money, or that any improper influence had 
been brought to bear upon him? A. No, sir.

Q. (By the C hairm an .) Can you give the committee any fur
ther information, Senator Currier, in regard to these subjects of 
this inquiry ? A. I cannot.

T estimony op S enator G alvin  (sworn).
Q. (By the Chairm an .) Senator Galvin, have you any knowl

edge of any attempt to improperly influence the action of any sena
tor on the bill to authorize the formation of water gas compauies? 
A. No, sir.

Q. (By Mr. C h andler .) Has any senator in your presence 
stated that any improper influence has been brought to bear upon 
him ? Do you know of any votes having been traded on this par
ticular bill at issue ? A. No, sir.

Q. (By the Ch airm an .) Can you give the committee any fur
ther information on the subject of this inquiry? A. None what
ever.

T estimony of S enator H. H. G ilmore (sworn).
Q. (By the C hairm an .) Have you any knowledge, Senator 

Gilmore, of an}’ attempt to improperly influence the action of any 
senator upon the bill relating to the formation of water gas com
panies? A. I have not.

Cross-examination by Mr. Chandler.
Q. Mr. Gilmore, did you vote for the water gas bill at any 

stage ? A. I voted against it, sir.
Q. Through its entire stages? A. All its stages.
Q. At any time have j'ou heard any senator in your presence 

state that he was offered any money? A. Se: ator Whittier has 
so stated. I won’t say that he was offered money, I will say that 
a gentleman called at his house and related that the passage of the 
law might result in the loss of several thousand dollars to him, and 
in a conversational way he hoped that Mr. Whittier might see his 
way clear to vote against the bill, or be absent when the vote was 
taken. That is all the information I have received from any 
senator.



Q. (By the C hairman.) Can you give the committee any further 
information on the subject of this inquiry ? A. I possess nothing 
further, Mr. Chairman.

The Chairman. I s Senator Loring present ?
[Senator Loring did not respond.]

T estimony of Senator  P a rker  (sworn).
Q. (By the C hairm an.) Senator Parker, have you any knowl

edge of any attempt to improperly influence the action of any 
senator on the bill to authorize the formation of water gas com
panies? A. I had a conversation with two gentlemen. I don’t 
know how much influence would be attached to it, or how much 
consequence it would be.

Q. If the conversation, in your judgment, is material to this 
inquiry, Senator Parker, will 3011 state with whom it was had? 
A. I had a conversation with Mr. Squires, in New York, and he 
said that, if the bill passed, that they would probabljr organize 
companies in most of the cities of the State, and that senators, 
being representative men, occupying positions, perhaps, of promi
nence, that they would naturally be selected to conduct their busi
ness in such cities.

Q. Anything more? A. N o; nothing more, I think.
Q. Beyond this, have you an}' information of any improper 

attempt to influence any senator in his action ? A. I had a brief 
conversation with Mr. Simmons a few days before the bill was 
acted upon, and he said —

Q. If material to the subject of this inquiry, will you state the 
conversation? A. He manifested an interest in the passage of 
the bill. He didn’t tell me how to vote at all, but he said that if it 
was defeated it would be an issue in the coming campaign. That 
was about all he said. He did not ask me to vote either way.

Cross-examination by Mr. Chandler.
Q. Has anybody else approached you, or do you know of any 

other senator being approached, either way — to vote pro or con? 
A. Not of my own personal knowledge.

Q. Has anybody told you — has any senator told you, that he 
was approached — has any senator told you that he was ap
proached? A. N o; there has never been any senator state to 
me that money has been offered to him.

Q. Well, in your presence has he stated that anything has been 
offered or any undue influence been brought to bear? A. They 
have stated about the same that I stated, in relation to the sugges
tion which was made to me.



Q. Well, that no money was offered ? A. N o; no monej’ at 
all, only that would be the process of the company. If the bill 
should pass, senators would very likely be selected to take charge 
of their business.

Q. Was any stock in any company offered to you directly? Do 
you know of any stock in any company being offered to anybody ? 
A. Anyone ?

Q. Any senator, I mean ? A. No.
Q. Well, in general, you don’t know of any undue influence 

being used ? A. Not of my own personal knowledge.
Q. (By Mr. W oodw orth.) Do you know of any member of the 

committee; has any member of the committee said to you that 
they were offered stock ? A. They have.

Q. (By Mr. C h an d ler .) What committee ? A. Of the Com
mittee on Manufactures.

Q. (By the C hairm an .) A member on the part of the Senate ? 
A. No. '

Q. (By Mr. W oodw orth .) Not a member on the part of the 
Senate? A. Not a member on the part of the Senate.

Q. It was a member of the committee? A. Yes, sir.
The Ch airm an . The committee desire it to be understood that 

the privilege of making inquiries of witnesses is extended to any 
person who is present, and claims the right or desires the privilege,

Q. (By the C hairm an .) Can you give the committee any further 
information on the subject of the inquiry, Senator Parker ? A. I 
don’t know that I can.

T estimony of Senator R an d all  of B ristol {sworn).
Q. (By the Chairm an .) Senator Randall, have you any knowl

edge of any attempt to improperly influence the action of any sena
tor on the bill to authorize the formation of water-gas companies? 
A. Only what Senator Whittier told me : which was substantially 
what he stated before the committee.

Q. Last evening? A. Yes ; that is all that I have ever heard.

Cross-examination by Mr. Chandler.
Q. Did Mr. Whittier state to you who it was ? A. N o ; he 

did not.
Q. Did he indicate in any way? A. Not at all.
Q. Did he state how much was offered him? A. I think 

not. I am not quite sure about it, because it was a week ago.
Q. Mr. Randall, do you know of any other senator who has stated 

to you that he was offered money, or that any improper influence 
was brought to bear upon him ? A. No one.



Q. Have you any reason to think that money has been expended 
at the State House ? A. I have not.

Q. (By the C hairm an .) Can you give the committee any 
further information, Senator Randall, in regard to the subject of 
this inquiry? A. None at all ; that is all I have ever heard upon 
the subject.

T estimony op S enator R oot (sworn).
Q. (By the C hairm an .) Have you any knowledge of any at

tempt to improperly' influence the action of any senator on the bill 
to authorize the formation of water gas companies? A. No per
sonal knowledge.

Cross-examination by Mr. Chandler.
Q. Has any senator in your presence stated that he was offered 

money, or that any undue influence was brought to bear upon him ? 
A. Only that stated by Senator Whittier, which in substance has 
been stated by Mr. Gilmore.

Q. Did he state who it was? A. No, sir.
Q. Didn’t indicate who it might be ? A. No.
Q. He is the only senator that has made any statement to you, 

is he? A. Yes, sir.
Q. Then you have no knowledge about that? Has there been 

any trade of votes that you know of? A. Not that I know of.
Q. (By the C hairm an .) Can yTou give the committee any 

further information in regard to the subject o f this inquiry? A. 
No, sir.

The Ch airm an . I s Senator Root present?
[Mr. Root did not respond.]

T estimony of S enator S anderson (sworn).
Q. (By the Ch airm an .) Senator Sanderson, have you any 

knowledge of any attempt to improperly influence the action of any 
senator on the bill to authorize the formation of water gas com
panies? A. No, sir; not as I understand it, not as I understand 
improper influence.

Q. If you have any information which you deem material to 
this inquiry, will you give it to this committee? A. I don’t know 
that I have.

Cross-examination by Mr. Chandler.
Q. Mr. Sanderson, have you during the progress of this con

test, received any letters urging you to vote pro or con upon this 
bill? A. Yes, sir.



Q. Do you consider any of those letters to be of an improper 
character? A. No, sir ; I don’t know that I do.

Q. Do any of those letters make any offer? A. Not any.
Q. None at all? A. No, sir.
Q. Have you seen any letter, not addressed to you, but to 

anyone else, making an offer or a vacation trip to Europe with his 
family this summer? A. No, sir; I have seen nothing of the 
kind.

Q. Do you recollect ever to have stated to one or more people, 
that there was such a letter in existence, or that you had it in your 
pocket? A . No, sir.

Q. Never heard of such a letter? A. No, sir; I never did. 
I heard Senator Whittier say that there had been as high offers 
made as a trip to Europe. That is all I know in connection with 
any such remark as that.

Q. Do you recollect to whom you made that statement? A. 
No, sir ; I didn’t tell it to any one.

Q. Didn’t you repeat that fact that somebody had been offered 
that ? A. I don’t recollect it.

Q. Do j7ou recollect going on the cars to New York with the 
Governor and— A. New Haven you mean.

Q. And having a conversation with several gentlemen? A. 
Yes, s ir ; and I had one of these letters that I received.

Q. Would you kindly state what there was in those letters that 
you had around there? A. I retained possession of them until 
after the investigation — until after the first order for a committee 
of investigation, was disposed of, and then I destroyed them. It 
was simpty a solicitation asking me to vote against the water gas 
bill.

Q. You did vote in favor of the water gas bill, didn’t you? A. 
Yes, sir ; right along.

Q. You say there was nothing in those letters other than mere 
requests? A. No, sir.

Q. And that you never received or have seen the letter offering 
a trip to Europe. A. No, sir ; all the information I had in re
gard to that, was through Senator Whittier.

Q. Did he state where he obtained it? A. No, sir; he didn’t 
say that he was offered it, but there had been such an offer.

Q. Do you recollect stating to Mr. Gerrish that same story 
about a senator’s trip to Europe ? A. I don’t know such a man.

Q. Do you recollect whether it came up in a conversation on 
the cars going to New York — that particular matter? A. iso, I 
have no recollections of i t ; I never heard of the man Gerrish be
fore now.



Q. Do you recollect making any statement that you had a letter 
in your pocket, and saying that you had it in black and white, with 
reference to some offer having been made to somebody? A. No, 
sir; I have no recollection whatever.

Q. Do you recollect when Senator Whittier stated that some
body had been offered a trip to Europe? A. No, I don’t know 
when. I know the position that he was sitting in his seat one day 
about the time that water gas was under consideration, and it was 
stated to me at that time.

Q. Do you recollect just what he said about it? A. I don’t 
recollect the exact words, but the import was that parties had been 
offered as high a price as a trip to Europe or something of that 
nature.

Q. Did he go any further into the detail, and say who ? A. No, 
sir; he didn’t ; and I didn’t ask him.

Q. (B y the Chairm an .) Can you give the committee any 
further information on the subject of this inquiry? A. No, sir.

T estimony of S enator Spar h aw k  (sworn).
Q. (By the C hairm an .) Senator Sparhawk, have you any 

knowledge of any attempt to improperly influence the action of 
any senator upon the bill authorizing the formation of water gas 
companies? A. I have none.

Cross-examination by Mr. Chandler.
Q. Have you ever had any conversation with Edward Heffer- 

nan, with reference to this water gas bill? A. I have not — not 
on the gas b ill; I have on other business.

Q. Have you ever heard any senator in your presence remark 
that he had been paid money, or that any undue influence had been 
brought to bear upon him? A. Never.

Q. Then you have no knowledge on the subject? A. Not in 
the least, no more than that I voted.

Q. (By the C h airm an .) Can you give the committee any 
further information on the subject of this inquiry, Senator Spar
hawk ? A. I cannot.

T estimony of S enator Steele  (sworn).
Q. (By the C hairm an .) Have you any knowledge of any im

proper attempts to influence the action of any senator on the bil 
authorizing the formation of water gas companies? A- No, sir ; 
I have not.



Cross-examination by Mr. Chandler.
Q. Has any senator, in your presence, stated that he was bribed, 

or that any undue influence had been brought to bear ? A. No, 
sir.

Q. Then you know nothing of any improper attempt made? 
A. No, sir ; I do not.

Q. (By the Chairm an.) Can you give the committee any 
further information on the subject of the inquiry? A. No, sir.

T estimony of P resident B ruce (sworn).
Q. (By the C hairm an .) Mr. President, have you an}- knowl

edge of any attempt to improperly influence the action of any sena
tor on the bill to authorize the formation of water gas companies ? 
A. I have not.

Cross-examination by Mr. Chandler.
Q. Mr. Bruce, do you recollect whether Senator Whittier came 

to you and stated that somebody had approached him. A. He 
came to me in the morning of the day when the vote for reconsider
ation was on, apparently very much excited. He said that he 
wanted to speak with me, and tell me his story in regard to some 
person going to his house the night before and offering him $1 ,000, 
as I remember it, to change his vote. I had some little talk with 
him, but it was principally upon the question as to the propriety of 
his mentioning the fact in the open Senate in the debate that it was 
supposed would take place that afternoon.

Q. This was shortly after the occurrence? A. The next 
morning.

Q. Mr. Whittier then came to you to know whether it was 
proper for him to make public this offer ? That was the general 
outline of it. A. That was not the exact inquiry. The question 
was in regard to his using it in a speech that he was talking of 
making in the Senate on the question of reconsideration, and he 
asked my advice on it.

Q. Did he ask whether it was desirable to ask for an investi
gation at that time ? A. Nothing of the kind. His sole question 
was whether, on the question of reconsidering the vote which the 
Senate had taken, he should, in his seat, or in his place in the 
Senate, lay open the facts of the interview with this person, with 
him at his house the night previous. I think he asked my advice 
in regard to what he should do in regard to it. I gave him my 
advice and my opinion, and advised him also to consult with 
Senator Pillsbury.



Q. Did he state to you who the party was? A. He did not.
Q. Didn’t g iv e  a n y  indication who it was? A. He did not.
Q. Has anyone else interested in gas matters approached you 

with reference to talking it over ? A. Yes, sir.
Q. Do you recollect anybody’s going to you and endeavoring 

to secure your vote for it? A. Yes, sir. I desire to state now 
that you have asked that question, the detail of it. The only per
son that ever spoke to me, representing the interests of the present 
gas companies, was Mr. Charles P. Greenough, who, I understand, 
is the attorney for that company. He came to my office, the date 
I could not tell, but it was before, I think, any report was made 
by the committee. He told me that he wanted to speak with me 
on the question of this water gas bill. I told him I had no time 
to talk with him, and he urged quite strongly the privilege of 
speaking with me and presenting his views in regard to it. I told 
him I had no time and would not give him a moment’s time in 
regard to it, and I did not. That is the only time that he ever 
spoke to me, or any other person ever spoke to me in regard to 
the question upon that subject.

Q. Well, there was no one else that you recollect that has ever 
asked you to vote on the question ? A. No person ever spoke to 
me about it.

Q. Have you heard any other senator, save Senator Whittier, 
say that he was offered money or other improper inducements ? A. 
The question that you put before, perhaps I do not quite under
stand it. You said no other person.

Q. I ask you whether any other person besides Mr. Greenough 
— I mean had an interview, not a mere remark, but an interview ? 
A. No, nobody, no one. I could not say but what a casual re
mark or something of that kind might have been made. I remem
ber two or three who have just barely spoken to me about it, but 
not to ask me to vote this way or that.

Q. Will you please state whether in presence any senator 
has observed that he was offered a bribe or any improper induce
ment was offered him? A. I never heard the subject alluded to 
by any person in any way, shape or manner, except by Senator 
Whittier.

Q. Did Senator Whittier observe to you with reference to this 
trip to Europe for the summer vacation? A. I never heard a 
word about it till this hour.

Q. (By Mr. C harles P. G reenough .) Y ou do not mean to 
imply that I did anything more than ask to see you and endeavor 
to explain the merits of the case to you? A. Nothing more than 
that.



Q. (By the C hairm an .) Can you give the committee an}’ 
further information in regard to the subject of this inquiry? A. 
No, none whatever.

The Chairm an . Persons who have been summoned or requested 
to attend here, whose names I call, will be good enough to answer 
to their names or to rise: W. W. Greenough, M. S. Greenough, 
Charles P. Greenough, Jonathan Bourne, W. H. Gerrish, Henry 
M. Cross, Alanson W. Beard, John B. Wright, Charles A. 
Holmes.

[Mr. Charles P. Greenough, Mr. Jonathan Bourne, Mr. Gerrish, 
Mr. Cross, Mr. Beard, Mr. Wright and Mr. Holmes responded 
and were sworn.]

Mr. C h an d ler . Mr. Whittier yesterday declined to give the 
name of the party who offered him money, and fearing lest that 
party might not be found when w’anted, and not having any infor
mation that he can be found, the party whom we think is the indi
vidual, I should like to know whether he would not now mention 
the name, that we may summon him.

The C h airm an . The committee consider that it is not necessar}’ 
to compel any answer to the inquiry at present. They are taking 
all proper measures to elicit information on this subject. We will 
now proceed with such senators as are present, before going on 
with these witnesses.

T estimony of S enator B aldwin  ( sworn) .

Q. (By the C hairm an .) Senator Baldwin, have you any 
knowledge of any attempt to improperly influence the action of any 
senator on the bill relating to the formation of water gas com
panies? A. I have not, sir.

Mr. Ch andler . I should prefer not to examine Mr. Baldwin at 
this stage, or at least to have the right to call him again.

The Chairm an . The committee are not disposed to deny the 
privilege of calling witnesses again. Have you any inquiries to 
make?

Q. (By Mr. C h an d ler .) I should like to ask, Mr. Baldwin, if 
to your knowledge any money or other improper inducement has 
been offered? A. Nothing at all, sir.

Q. You never heard any senator state that money was offered to 
him? A. None at all, sir.

Q. You never heard any senator say that anyone had offered 
him any money? A. No, sir.

Q. You don’t know then, Mr. Baldwin, you haven’t heard, and 
you have no personal knowledge of any money having been offered 
to any senator? A. No, sir.



Mr. C h an d ler . I think that is all for the present.
The C hairm an . Y ou are excused for the present, subject to 

being recalled.
The C h airm an . I f  any senators whose names I call are 

present, will they be good enough to answer to their names : Sen
ator Campbell, Senator Coring, Senator Mason, Senator McFarlin 
and Senator Whitin.

[There was no response.]
[Senator J oyner took the chair.]

T estimony of Senator P illsbdry  ( sworn) .

Q. (By Mr. J oyner.) Senator Pillsbury, have you any knowl
edge of any attempt to improperly influence the action of any sena
tor on the bill to authorize the formation of corporations for the man
ufacture and sale of water gas? A. I have no personal knowl
edge of any such attempt, and I have heard of nothing directly, 
except what was stated to me by Senator Whittier substantially as 
he testified here last evening. He stated to me, as he did here, 
that a person had offered him a sum of money, I think one thousand 
dollars, to be absent on the day when the question of reconsidera
tion came up in the Senate.

Q. (By Mr. C h andler .) Has any other senator, in your 
presence, stated that he was offered money or other inducement 
improperly? A. No, sir.

Q. (By Mr. J oyner .) Have you any other information to 
give the committee on this subject ? A. I desire to state that at 
the invitation of Senator Whittier, chairman of the Committee on 
Manufactures, I went to New York with the committee, and spent 
the forenoon with the committee in an inspection of a gas estab
lishment, I think the Municipal Gas Works, for the manufacture of 
water gas. I left the committee about noon, and returned myself 
on the afternoon train. I have never been accosted or approached, 
except by Mr. Charles P. Greenough, one of the counsel engaged 
before the committee, who called at my office once or twice, and 
who wrote me two or three letters on the subject, which are at the 
disposal of the committee if they desire to have them, but they 
contain nothing except statements of fact and proper comment and 
argument relating to the merits of the case — containing no impro
priety whatever.

Q. I suppose you went at your own expense to New York? 
A. I went, as I understand it, at the expense of Mr. Whittier ; 
I went at the invitation of Senator Whittier. Coming home I 
paid my own fare. Sometime afterwards the sergeant-at-arms



came and tendered me some money. I told him I had paid it and 
cared nothing for it. He said he had charged it in his accounts 
and preferred to have me take it, and I took it.

Q. (By Mr. G reenougii.) Y ou don’t mean to intimate that I 
did anything more than to endeavor to make you understand the 
facts in the case? A. I have said expressly that your conversa
tion and letters contained no impropriety whatever. I wish it to be 
distinctly understood that they contained nothing in the slightest 
way improper.

Q. I think the last conversation we had you said if you had 
had time to know more about it, you might have voted the other 
way? A. I did probably say so.

Q. (By Mr. Ch an d ler .) Which way is the other way? A. 
I voted for the water gas bill.

[The other members of the committee were sworn.]

T estimony of S enator Onslow  G ilmore (sworn).
Q. (By the C hairm an .) Senator Gilmore, have you any know

ledge of any attempt to improperly influence the action of any 
senator on the bill for the formation of water gas companies ? A. 
None whatever.

Q. Has any senator ever stated to you, or in your presence, that 
any such attempt was made upon him ? A. Senator Whittier re
lated the incident that he related here the other evening substan
tially as he did then.

Cross-examination by Mr. Chandler.
Q. Has any senator in your presence stated that he was offered 

money or other inducements ? A. None except Senator Whittier.
Q. Did Mr. Whittier state who this party was? A. No, sir.
Q. Did he state the amount of the offer? A. Yes, sir.
Q. Did you ever hear of the offer of a trip to Europe? A. 

No, sir. I never heard it until this morning.
Q. Then you have no knowledge other that Mr. Whittier’s case? 

A. No, sir.
Q. (By the Chairm an .) Can you give the committee any fur

ther information on this subject? A. None at all. I will say 
that I have been urged upon by both sides very strongly in this 
matter, more so than upon any other matter that has been before 
the Senate this winter, but I have received no intimation what
ever of anything improper from either party.



T estimony of S enator J oyner ( sworn) .

Q. (By the Ch airm an .) Have you any knowledge of any 
attempts to improperlj- influence the action of any senator on the 
bill to authorize the formation of water gas companies? A. 
Well, Mr. Chairman, there seems to be a little difference in the 
standard of what amounts to improper influence. I did know, or 
thought I knew, that the chairman of the committee and some 
other gentlemen had had a free ride and a junket to New York, 
and I supposed it must be for the purpose of influencing their 
votes, and so far as I was concerned myself, I didn’t have an in
vitation. I don’t know as they thought my vote worth taking.

Q. Have you participated in any free rides or junketing during 
the session? A. I beg your pardon.

Q. I inquired if you had participated in any free ride or junket 
during the session ? A. None material to this issue.

Q. That does not exactly answer the inquiry. A. I am con
fining myself to the issue, and as to influences, why Mr. Cross 
told me he wished I would investigate the matter, and another 
gentleman was introduced to me to explain it to me, and explained 
it very intelligently, and introduced me to some very charming 
ladies. I am sure if they had said anything to me about it, I 
should have regarded it as an undue influence. And then Col. 
Woodworth, he was the influence on the other side. Col. Wood- 
worth sent for me, and I went down to his room and found him 
sick. As I remember it, he said that he was specially interested, 
or some of his friends were, in this matter, and as we had been 
fellow bearers in a number of Democratic funerals, he thought I 
should vote with him and wished I would. I told him I had made 
up my mind to vote the other way and should do so. And I read 
the arguments and I believe that is all the information I have re
ceived. I read the argument of Mr. Morse, which was very con
clusive, and I read some rather weak talk on the other side, and 
voted for the gas bill.

Q. (By Mr. G iieenough.) Did you read that weak talk all 
through? A. I think 1 read Mr. Cummings’ arguments through, 
and was surprised that so good a lawyer should make so weak an 
argument.

Q. I was referring to the second argument. A. I read some
thing of Mr. Greenough’s, and then I read a pamphlet that I 
think was by one Pratt.

Mr. G reenough. Y ou ought to have read mine all through.
Mr. J oyner. Well, it was not very luminous, as far as I went.



The C hairm an. I don’t think this discussion is material. We 
had better not waste time.

Q. (By Mr. C h an d ler). If any senator in your presence has 
stated that he was offered either a trip to Europe or money, or that 
any other undue influence has been brought to bear, will you state 
it? A. Well, I think Senator Whittier was talking to the chair
man of the committee, and I think I overheard some such state
ment as the chairman did, though he was directing his statement 
rather to the chairman. We sit opposite each other. And I then 
learned immediately what he said. Perhaps through Mr. Pillsbury 
rather than from Mr. Whittier.

Q. That is all that you have heard? A. That is all that I 
have heard.

Q. Then you have no reason so far as your own knowledge 
goes to suppose that any improper inducement was offered? A. 
Well, no ; not as far as my knowledge goes. I knew the air was 
pretty thick with stories of money from gas companies and stock 
from the water companies, but I had no knowledge.

Q. You never have seen any stock, or known of any stock 
handed to anj7 senator, or any money? A. No sir.

Q. Practically and actually, you did not? A. No sir.
Q. Just before the vote was taken, were you aware that certain 

senators were about to change their votes on the final reconsidera
tion? A. Well, I am not certain. I know it was about the time 
that I got through shouting on the matter, that somebody told me 
we were whipped ; that Senators McFarlin and Norris were going 
to vote against us.

Q. Neither of these gentlemen stated to you — Mr. Norris 
did not state to you why he changed his vote? A. Oh, no.

Q. And he has not since? A. No.

T estimony of Senator L ivermore (sworn).
Q. (By the C hairm an .) Have you any knowledge of any attempt 

to improperly influence the action of any senator on the bill relating 
to the formation of water gas companies? A. I have no personal 
knowledge.

Q. Can you give the committee any information that you con
sider material to this inquiry? A. No, sir; I cannot.

Cross-examination by Mr. Chandler.
Q. Then no senator in your presence has stated that he was 

offered money or other inducement? A. I have no personal 
knowledge. I have heard Senator Whittier himself make his



statement, or I heard it indirectly ; I am not sure. I am inclined 
to think, however, that I heard Senator Whittier relate something 
of the same circumstance which he related last night.

Q. By the way, which way did you vote on this question? 
A. I was paired with Senator Washburn. I was paired in favor 
of the water gas bill by a letter from Mr. Washburn.

Q. Then you voted for the water gas? A. That is, on a pair, 
yes, sir.

Q. Did you know, before the final vote was taken, that certain 
senators who voted all through were not to vote any longer with 
you? A. Well, I think a little before that I understood that two 
senators were to change their votes.

Q. Did anybody state to you the reason, or did they state it? 
A. No. sir ; there was no reason given. I think Senator Burden, 
— I am not positive about that, but I think he told me that 
probably the bill was defeated, as probably two persons would 
vote on the other side.

Q. This was told you ou the morning of the final vote ? A. I 
think it was the same day, a little while before the vote was taken. 
I am not positive, but I think it was a little while before. I will 
say, Mr. Chairman, that I am not positive that it was Senator 
Burden; but it was rather my impression that Senator Burden 
told me.

Q. Whoever stated it, did they give you any reason, or did you 
ask for any ? A. No, sir.

Q. (By the C hairm an.) Can you give the committee any 
further information on the subject of this inquiry ?

Senator L ivermore. No, sir.

T estimony of S enator W oodworth (sworn).
Q. (By the Chairm an .) Senator Woodworth, have you any 

knowledge of any attempt being made to influence improperly the 
action of any senator on the bill to authorize the formation of water 
gas companies? A. No, sir.

Q. Have yrou any communication to give to the committee 
material to this inquiry? A. Not at present; no, sir.

Cross-examination by Mr. Chandler.
Q. Has anyone, in your presence, Mr. Woodworth, stated that 

he was offered money, or offered undue influence, to vote either 
way? A. No senator; no, sir.

Q. Do you personally know, from your own knowledge, of any 
money, or other inducement, being offered to any senator? A. No, 
sir.



Q. Some senator has stated that your interest in the matter, — 
in the gas matter, of which you were a strong advocate, — accounts 
for the fact that many of your friends were interested ? A. I was 
not in favor of the b ill; I was against the bill.

Q. You opposed the bill? A. Yes, sir.
Q. You opposed the water gas bill and voted against it and 

opposed it? A. I certainly did.
Q. Did you have any talk with Mr. Baldwin at one time with 

reference to his vote on that question ? A. I may have had.
Q. Do you recollect any particular occasion ? A. I do not.
Q. I think you stated to the committee that you hadn’t any 

answer to make at present to their interrogatory. Is there any 
information which you have bearing upon this subject which will 
show any corruption? A. If I had any such opinion, my answer 
to the chairman of the committee would be such that I didn’t care 
to indicate it at this time.

Q. Well, are you prepared, or do you expect or intend at a 
later stage of the proceedings to present it? A. I shall govern 
myself according to circumstances. If I knew of any positive cor
ruption, I should state it at this time. There are some things that 
I may or 1  may not state, as 1  think best.

Q. I should like to ask you directly if you know of any offers 
of money or improper influence brought to bear upon any member 
of the Senate? A. I answered that question some time ago. 
That was the first question I answered.

Q. That is to say that you don’t know ? A. Yes, sir.
Q. Was your reference then to some improper influence 

brought to bear upon members of the House ? A. I don’t care to 
say what it was.

Q. Well, you do know of some? A. I didn’t say that I 
did.

Q. Do you say that you do not ? A. I say I know of no im
proper influence that has been brought to bear upon any sena
tor.

Q. Do you know of any improper influence that has been 
brought to bear here at the State House that might affect the 
Senate? A. That I don’t care to answer at this time.

Q. I ask you whether you do or do not —
The C hairm an. What was the question ?
Mr. Ch an d ler . I ask whether he knows of any improper influ

ence brought to bear on the State House which might affect the 
Senate.

Senator W oodworth. That was not the question. I stated



positively that I knew of no improper influences that had been 
brought to bear upon any senator. Then he asked me if I knew 
of any improper influences that had been brought to bear upon 
any person at the State House. I decline to answer that.

The Chairman. That is clearly immaterial at this time.
Mr. Chandler . I added to the question “ which might af

fect the Senate.”
The Chairm an. Put the question again, please.
Q. (By Mr. Ch an d ler .) D o you know o f any improper influ

ence that has been brought to bear in the State House on any 
member of the legislature which has affected this bill in the Sen
ate? A. I have answered two or three times that I knew of 
nothing that would affect the Senate ; nothing directly in connection 
with the Senate.

Q. Then you have ? A. You say I have, but I have not said 
so.

Q. I say have you any? A. I decline to answer further than 
I have answered already.

Mr. C h an d ler . Well, I prefer to cross-examine Mr. Wood- 
worth at some other time.

The Chairm an . I think the question you put has been answered 
in substance, Mr. Chandler.

Senator W oodw orth. I should certainly answer it i f  I  hadn’t 
done so.

The Chairm an . That would not be an influence affecting the 
action of the Senate, which did not affect the action of any senator.

Mr. Ch an d ler . I will reserve my further examination until 
later.

The Chairm an. Are there any other inquiries to be made of 
Senator Woodworth?

Q. (By the Chairm an .) D o you desire to make any further 
statement, Senator Woodworth, or can }’ou give the committee any 
further information upon the subject of the inquiry? A. Nothing 
at present.

T estimony of Senator  R oot { sworn) .

Q. (By the C hairm an .) Have you any knowledge of an attempt 
to improperly influence the action of any senator on the bill to au
thorize the formation of water gas companies? A. Nothing per
sonally ; no personal knowledge.

Q. Have you any information bearing on the subject of this 
inquiry? A. Nothing further than that it has been stated in 
reference to the case of Mr. Whittier, which is substantially as



already stated. It is my impression that Mr. Whittier said to 
me after the vote upon the water gas bill, that there was an effort 
to induce him not to vote or to absent himself upon the day of 
reconsideration.

'Cross-examination by Mr. Chandler.
Q. Mr. Root, have you heard any senator state that he was 

offered money or that any improper influence -had been brought to 
bear upon him, save Senator Whittier? A. No, sir.

Q. Do you recollect whether Senator Sanderson told you about 
a trip to Europe? A. I don’t know anything about a trip to 
Europe.

Q. Never heard it before ? A. No, sir ; I have not heard it.
Q. Yes, you have heard the fact or the remark that a trip to 

Europe was offered to some senator ? A. No, sir.
Q. (By the C hairm an.) Have you any further information 

bearing upon the subject? A. None whatever.
The Chairm an . Are any other senators present who have not 

testified — Mr. Campbell, Mr. Loring, Mr. Mason, Mr. Whittier, 
or Mr. McFarlin ?

[No one of the senators whose names were called, responded.]
Mr. C h andler . H ow long are we likely7’ to sit, Mr. Chairman ?
The Chairm an . We intend to sit until one o’clock and then 

proceed at three, and will probably sit from three to five. The 
inquiry has been made of all senators who are present, and the 
witnesses who are present who were summoned at your request, 
Mr. Chandler, you may interrogate in your own way.

T estimony of S enator J oyner (recalled) .

Senator J oyner . I wish to make only a single statement. 
Hearsay evidence seems to go in here, and a gentleman, whom 
I call Mr. Fessenden, a good-looking, full-bearded gentleman, who 
is about the State House a good deal, told me that he was offered 
$250 to get Mr. Norris to go out at the time of the vote.

Q. (By the C hairm an .) Did he tell you by whom ? A. No, 
I cannot positively say that he did, but I have the impression that 
he spoke of Mr. Young as offering it, but I am not certain.

Q. What Mr. Young? A. I don’t know.
Mr. Ch an d ler . I think Mr. Young is summoned.
Q. (By the C hairm an) . Do you know what Mr. Young? A. 

Well, he was talking of the influence that had been brought to 
bear and mentioned Mr. Young’s name, and I won’t swear that he 
said that Mr. Young was the one who offered it to him.



Q. Do you know what Mr. Young he referred to? A. I un
derstood it to be Mr. Young, a gentleman from Lowell.

Q. Who is about the State House a good deal ? A. Who is 
about the State House ; yes, sir.

Q. Do j'ou refer to Mr. Samuel Fessenden of Sandwich? A. 
I think he is a Cape Cod man.

Q. An officer of the Cape Cod Canal Company? A. Yes, sir.
Q. A gentleman who has been about the State House in- 

' terested in the Cape Cod Canal? A. Yes, sir.
Mr. Ch an d ler . I would request that a summons be taken for 

that person.
The Chairm an . The committee will take that action without 

being requested.
The Chairm an . Proceed, Mr. Chandler.
Mr. Ch andler . I would like to call Mr. Cross.

T estimony of H enry M. Cross (sivorn).
Q. (By Mr. Ch an d ler .) Mr. Cross, you offered a resolution 

in the House calling for a committee to be appointed for the pur
pose of investigating —

The Chairm an . Mr. Chandler, I would not waste any time on 
preliminaries. It is entirely immaterial, what was done in the 
House.

Q. In the remarks which you made there you stated that you 
might have some information that bore upon this question. Will 
you state what you meant by that? A. The personal informa
tion which I proposed to give if that resolution had passed was in 
reference to a member or members of the House. I understand, 
it does not come before this committee, so far as any testimony, 
Mr. Chairman, that I can give as testimony which can be admitted 
here. I wish to say in advance that I do not claim of my per
sonal knowledge to have any testimony whatever which could be 
used in a criminal court to convict any person of having done any 
wrong. But at the same time, of my own personal knowledge I 
can give testimony which for the purpose of an inquiry would be 
pertinent, and with the permission of the committee and the coun
sel I will go on, so long as I am held to be in order.

The Chairm an . If you know anything relating to any improper 
attempt to influence the action of any senator on the bill for the 
formation of water gas corporations you may state it.

Mr. Cross. Well, as a basis for that, Mr. Chairman, I think I 
can make a statement which will be to the point. Knowing that 
the vote in the Senate was to be very close, and unable to decide



which way it was to turn, it was so close, and understanding that 
the influence of Mr. Jonathan Bourne, of the Governor’s Council, 
was quite a potent factor in the contest, and knowing that the 
only opposition to the bill was based upon the alleged statement 
that water gas was injurious to the public health, I took occasion 
to call upon Councillor Bourne for the purpose of convincing him 
that his opposition was uncalled for by the facts. I began the 
conversation by stating that I understood he was using his active 
influence in the Senate to prevent the passage of the bill, and that 
I had come to him for the purpose of talking it over and telling 
him the reasons why I thought the objections were unfounded. 
He said: “ There is no use telling me about that, because I am 
the largest owner in the New Bedford Gas Company.” “ Well, 
then,” said I, “ Mr. Bourne, even from that point of view I think 
I  could convince you that there is nothing in this bill which is hos
tile to the interests of the New Bedford Gas Company.” “ Well,” 
he said, “ I  wish you had seen me sooner, because on that point of 
view I could talk with you ; but it is too late now.” I make this 
statement in regard to Councillor Bourne, simply to connect it with 
what comes after. Now, then, what I have to sâ y further relates 
to the action of Senator Norris upon this bill. In regard to that I 
will sajr that the first time I met Senator Norris was at the room of 
Mr. Holmes, the agent of the New York Fuel and Gas Light Com
pany, at Young’s Hotel. By his presence there, and what was 
said at that time and at the four, live or six other times that I met 
him there, I knew that he was an active and earnest supporter of 
the measure, and that he was doing all he possibly could to secure 
the passage of the bill. At one of those interviews we were talk
ing about the pressure that was being brought to bear upon differ
ent persons, and he said that for himself he was under the most 
constant pressure from his political friends ; but that he had de
liberately made up his mind to support this bill and that no pres
sure of the kind could influence him. And as proof of that 
pressure that was upon him he read a letter from Councillor 
Bourne, which letter I did hot hold in my hand, but I sat next to 
him when he was reading it, and he showed the signature. In this 
letter Mr. Bourne reminds him of the fact that he (Mr. Bourne) 
had helped Senator Norris in getting a certain appointment through 
the Governor’s Council or elsewhere,— I don’t know whether there 
or elsewhere,— that he had helped him out in that and he was very 
much disappointed and surprised to see that he had voted for the 
water gas bill, and that his action in that matter was very objec
tionable to his friends. And said he, “ You all know what an



important man Councillor Bourne is iu our region ; but this tiling 
don’t affect me. I  am sorry to be opposed to him, of course, but 
I cannot help it.” And he then went on to state that he was con
stantly receiving letters about the gas bill from constituents down 
in Sandwich, where there was no gas company at all, and he could 
not understand what motive they had to oppose the matter in any 
way. Then, on the day of the final vote, when Senator Morrison 
had been absent, there was more or less comment upon the fact of 
his absence, because his absence defeated the bill at that stage, and 
I was claiming that from my knowledge of Senator Morrison’s posi
tion from the beginning I was unable to believe that his absence 
was from any wrong motive. I believed that he would be with us 
on the succeeding stages of the bill. Then there were statements 
made in regard to Senator Morrison’s presence in the Senate the 
next day, and the statement was made that Senator Morrison wrote 
a note to Senator Woodworth, stating that he had promised to vote 
for the bill, and that he should stand by his promise under all cir
cumstances. Senator Norris said : “ Have you got that note, or 
has Woodworth got it? ” The reply was: “ Woodworth has got 
it.” “ Then,” said he, “ that note don’t amount to anything. 
Woodworth has got him and Woodworth will keep him.” I said 
I didn’t believe it, and that until I saw Senator Morrison vote or 
pair against the bill I should not believe anything of the kind. I 
was just as positive as I could be that Senator Morrison would 
stand by his opinions which I had heard him express so often be
fore. This conversation, a portion of it, I think, was the night — 
or I will say that my last interview but one with Senator Norris 
was the night before the final vote on reconsideration. We were 
then counting up just exactly where we stood ; and with the con
fident knowledge and the positive statement from Senator Morrison 
that he had been unavoidably absent before, and that he should be 
present the next day, or if he was not present that he would be 
paired for the bill — and I at that time saw the note from Senator 
Morrison, stating that he would be present to vote for the bill, or 
if not, that this note was enough to pair him— Senator Norris then 
says : “ It is no use for you to depend on Morrison, because Senator 
Woodworth has got him under control, and they are bound to have 
one more vote anyway, no matter what it costs.” That was the 
last I saw of Senator Norris until the following day. I left him 
that night convinced that he was as thoroughly and earnestly in 
favor of the bill — that there was no more doubt about his position 
than about my own. The next morning I was at Mr. Holmes’ 
room about nine o’clock and we were then discussing the situation,



and the whole vote was gone over, and we regarded the success of 
the bill as absolutely certain. Every man was present or accounted 
for, and allowing the opposition every doubtful man whom we 
knew nothing about, and counting all the absentees, and all the 
pairs, it was absolutely certain that the bill would pass. At eleven 
o’clock I heard that Senator Norris and Senator McFarlin had 
changed their votes. That, of course, I knew defeated the bill. 
When it was told to me I took it as a joke. I supposed it was in
tended just to make a little stir at the time, and to frighten us 
without cause, and I said I didn’t believe it. Even at one o’clock, 
when I went up to the State House, I said to a friend that I didn’t 
believe anything of that kind, and should not believe it until I 
had seen it. I saw Senator McFarlin at Young’s Hotel that noon, 
at one o’clock, and told him I was very much disturbed at what I 
had heard about Senator Norris ; and he said that he hadn’t heard 
anything of the kind, and didn’t know anything about it. That 
was about an hour before the vote. I then went to the Senate, 
and being there told that Senator Norris had changed his position 
under these peculiar circumstances, 1 was not willing to believe it 
then. I went in and asked Senator Norris to come up to the rail, 
and I spoke with him about it, and told him that I had heard that 
the}" had captured him, but I could not believe it until he said so. 
“ W ell,” said he, “ it is so, and I can’t help myself.” I then said : 
“ Well, senator, I shall not believe it though you have told me, 
until I see it.” I stayed there until after the vote was taken, and 
heard Senator Norris vote “ N o ” on reconsideration. And on the 
basis of what I have said — well, there is no absolute proof of it, I 
know, but it seems to me to be such presumptive proof as to war
rant further investigation and further calling of witnesses, if there 
are anj\

Q. (By Mr. C h an d ler .) Did Mr. Norris state to you that he 
would tell j'ou sometime his reason for changing his vote ? A. Yes, 
he did. I forgot that. Said he : “ Sometime I will be able to tell 
what has done this thing, but not now.”

Q. Did he communicate to you that he had changed in his be
lief, or that he was forced to do it? A. I understood him most 
distinctly that he was forced to do it, and the impression that was 
left upon my mind was not that Mr. Norris had been purchased; 
but that he had been intimidated or frightened in some way.

Q. Did you see a letter from Councillor Bourne to Senator 
Norris? A. I did.

Q. What was that letter? A. Well, substantially as I stated 
at the earlier part of my testimony.



Mr. Ch an d ler . I would like to ask whether Mr. Norris has 
found that letter?

The Chairm an . I s Senator Norris present?
[Senator Norris was present.]
Mr. C h andler . Have you any objection of stating whether you 

have found the letter referred to in your testimony of last evening?
Senator N orris. I have not. I have not looked this morning ; 

hut I will do so. I might say that I have been engaged at the 
State House all the morning.

Q. (By the Ch airm an .) Can you give the committee any 
further information material to the inquiry, Mr. Cross? A. No, 
sir ; nothing of my own personal knowledge. There is other testi
mony that I presume could be developed ; but so far as I am con
cerned, it would be hearsay.

Q. (By the Chairm an .) Have you any information o f any at
tempt to improperly influence the action of any senator on this bill 
that you can give to this committee? A. If it would not be con
sidered improper —

The Chairman. The inquiry has not been limited by the rules 
of evidence.

Mr. Cross. I so understand, because the ordinary rules of evi
dence would probably have barred out a great deal that I have 
said. I sawr a letter from Senator Woodworth to Senator Morrison ; 
but I do not wish to make any statement with reference to the let
ter if it is objected to.

Mr. Joyner. Go on, Mr. Cross.
Mr. Cross. The letter begins by saying that there is hell to pay 

in the Senate, and asks Senator Morrison, if  he cannot come and 
vote for the bill, to stay away ; and I introduce that simply because 
I have seen a telegram from Senator Woodworth to Senator Morri
son to send his pair against the bill, and I know of Senator Mor
rison’s stating that he made no answer to that, and I know of 
Senator Woodworth’s attempting to pair Senator Morrison and his 
statement that he was authorized to pair Senator Morrison, when 
Senator Morrison had not sent any authority for that pair.

Q. ( By Mr. J oyner.) Have you made a statement to any 
person that you knew of money being deposited in the bank or 
hanks for senators for their votes on this bill —• a senator or 
senators? A. I have stated that I have been informed of that 
fact very positively in regard to one senator.

Q. What was your authority for that statement? A. My 
authority was the statement of witnesses, who I presume will be 
called; if  they are called, I will prefer to say nothing about it 
myself.



Q. Will you furnish the committee with the names of the per
sons from whom that information came? A. Yes, sir.

Q. What is your knowledge that Senator Woodworth tried to 
pair Senator Morrison, when he had no right to do so? A. The 
statements that were made by senators to senators in my presence, 
and of other persons. I think that could perhaps be more fully 
proved by another witness, who was present.

Q. (By Mr. W oodw orth .) Y ou say you saw a telegram, sent 
by Senator Woodworth to Senator Morrison, asking him to allow 
him to pair Senator Morrison against the bill. A. Yes, sir.

Q. Did Senator Morrison show you that personally? A. He 
didn’t show it to me personally.

Q. Did he, or any one for him, tell any one why that telegram 
was not answered? A. No, sis.

Q. You stated that Senator Morrison stated that he did not 
answer the telegram? A. Yes, sir.

Q. Did he tell you why? A. No, he did not.
Q. You don’t know why ? A. I don’t know why. I know I 

had a great many interviews with Mr. Morrison — I could hardly 
call them interviews—

Q. On what occasion? A. Well, on talking about this 
matter; that is, on talking about the water gas bill. I knew from 
the beginning — it was quite a while, of course, before he had any 
opportunity to express any opinion ; my first interview with him 
was on calling his attention to the matter and saying I hoped he 
would read all the evidence and arguments and be careful not to 
be committed on the matter until he had investigated it thoroughly 
and come to a positive conclusion. He told me that was what he 
should do ; that he should not take any position until he knew all 
about it. I met him frequently after that, and ever}' time he was 
thoroughly outspoken in favor of the bill. Consequently I never 
believed anybody’s statement that he was paired against it or could 
be induced to work against it.

Q. Had you any pecuniary interest in this bill? A. Abso
lutely none whatever.

Q. Have you ever stated to any senator that if this bill passed 
you proposed to make the water gas business your business? A. 
No, I could not state it that way, but I will state just what I did 
say ; I stated to Senator Bruce ; he asked me what interest I had 
in the matter ; I told him that for four years I had been watching 
this fuel gas business, — this illuminating gas business I had no 
interest in at all, so far as the passage of this bill is concerned, — 
and that four years ago I made up my mind that whenever the fuel



gas business reached the point of commercial use, I should then 
enter into it as a business, and that whether this bill passed or not 
the only difference it would make to me would be whether the 
business could be done in Massachusetts or anywhere else in the 
United States. And my opinion has been from the beginning that 
legislation was needed in Massachusetts for the fuel gas business.

The C hairman. This is not material to the inquiry, Mr. Cross.
Q. (By Mr. W oodworth.) I want the witness to state under 

oath whether or not he has stated to a senator that he has made a 
large amount of money in the telephone business, and if this bill 
passed he could make a great deal more money than he did in the 
telephone business, and that if he, the senator, would join him, he, 
the senator, could make money ?

A. Absolutely nothing of the k ind; it is a gross falsehood, and 
I should like to be confronted with the senator who says it, if any 
senator has said it.

Q. You said nothing of the kind? A. Nothing of the kind.
Q. To anybody ? A. To anybody. I have made no state

ment other than the statement I have made just now, that the only 
difference it would make to me is simply whether the water gas 
business could be carried on in Massachusetts.

Q. Were you not promised a large interest in this bill if it 
passed? A. Nothing at-all in any form whatever.

Q. Haven’t 3'ou stated that you were to have a large interest ? 
A. No, sir ; I have n o t; and if there is any witness who says so, 
I would like to have it brought forward.

Mr. W oodw orth. Never mind about other witnesses. 
Answer the question that I put to you.

Senator N orris. May I ask a question ?
The Chairm an . Certainly.
Q. (By Senator N orris.) Mr. Cross, you have alluded to an 

interview with me, or a meeting at which I was present, the 
night before reconsideration, at Room 109? A. Yes, sir.

Q. What persons were present? A. Besides ourselves?
Q. Yes. A. Mr. Holmes, and I think Senator Burden.
Q. At what hour was it? A. I should say immediately after 

adjournment; I think I went home on the 7 o’clock train, and it 
must have been between 5 and 7 o’clock.

Q. At what time did you leave the room? A. I cannot state ; 
I think I stayed as long as I could and catch the train.

Q. Are you certain that you saw Senator Burden there? A. 
No, I am n o t; but I am so nearly certain — well, on reconsidera
tion I should say he was there.
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Q. Any other person besides yourself and myself? A. No, I 
don’t remember anybody else, and yet I won’t say absolutely that 
there was not.

Q. (By Mr. J oyner.) Did you hear Senator Norris at that 
time say anything about getting $5,000? A. No, sir.

Q. Or hold up his fingers and say he could get so much? A. 
No, sir.

Q. Or anything of that kind? A. No, sir; nothing of that 
kind was ever said in my presence.

Q. Was there anything in the nature of a threat in that letter 
to him? A. Well, I have stated the contents of that letter as 
well as I remember i t ; it was not so much in the nature of a threat 
as a strong claim that in consideration of what Mr. Bourne had 
done for him he should change his vote.

Q. There was no threat or promise? A. No threat or 
promise. That is, the letter would have to be interpreted, and all 
I can state is my impression.

Q. You didn’t consider it as being any promise to the senator. 
A. No promise.

Q. Or any threat? A. Or any threat. He simply stated 
that all that pressure or other influence that had been put upon him 
had no effect.

Q. (By Senator N orris.) Have you any reason to believe 
that I received any money from any one whatever for my change of 
vote? A. No, I cannot say that I have, other than the necessary 
influence to be derived from a change of vote under the circum
stances.

Q. You have no evidence? A. I have no evidence ; absolutely 
nothing, except what I have stated.

Q. Have you had any reasons offered to you why I changed my 
vote? A. No, sir ; I have not. I have had reasons, but not such 
that I  could refer to them, because they didn’t come from responsi
ble sources, — no one claiming to know.

Q. (By Mr. J oyner.) Mr. Cross, you gave an answer that 
might imply that you thought he had received money. Did not I 
understand you to say, in your direct statement, that you thought 
the contrary of that? A. Well, I should say th is: I don’t see 
any escape from the inference under the circumstances, judging as 
men judge of men’s motives and actions, than that there was 
improper influence, either o f  money or intimidation.

Q. Well, you stated that you thought he had been intimidated? 
A. Well, either influence is very strong, but I should prefer to 
think of the intimidation rather than of the other.



Q. What do you think,—that is the question ? A. I cannot say ; 
I have no choice between the motives ; it simply lies in my mind 
in that way.

Q. As a matter of fact you don’t know anything about it? A. 
No, sir.

Q. (By the C hairm an.) Have you anything further to say, 
Mr. Cross? A. Well, it seems to me that injustice to myself I 
don’t want this record to be made up on the questions asked by 
Senator Woodworth, except with the understanding that he is to 
withdraw the questions or to verify them. He has asked me here, 
with an assumption of knowledge and readiness to prove that I 
had some other interest in this matter than a proper interest.

The Chairman. You can make any statement you desire.
Mr. Cross. I wish to state ver}r briefly that it is absolutely un

true that I have any motive or interest in this matter other than 
any legislator might properly have.

Q. (By Mr. J oyner .) Y ou have contemplated going into the 
business ? A. Oh, yes ; for four years, — of fuel gas ; but of 
illuminating gas, never.

Q. But the statute forbids the distribution of fuel gas, doesn’t 
it? A. Yes, s ir ; and that is a matter I brought before the legis
lature three years ago.

Q. (B y Mr. W oodworth.) Then, if this bill had passed, you 
intended taking up fuel gas as a business? A. I intend to now, 
and have so intended, and have so stated to every one ; and as one 
individual cannot cover the whole world it is not a great hardship 
not to be able to operate in Massachusetts, when I can work just as 
well in Connecticut, New Hampshire and New York.

The C hairman. I desire to say, before the persons begin to 
leave the room, that witnesses are expected to attend the hearing 
at 3 o’clock this afternoon.

T estimony of Senator W hitin (sworn).
Q. (By the C h airm an .) Senator Whitin, have you any 

knowledge of any attempt to improperly influence the action of 
any senator on the bill to authorize the formation of water gas 
companies? A. I have not.

Cross-examination by Mr. Chandler.
Q. Has any senator stated to you that he was offered a bribe, 

or that undue influence was offered to bear upon him? A. Sen
ator Whittier stated to me that the night before, when he went 
home, he met a man at his house who offered him $ 1 ,00 0 , but he 
didn’t say for what purpose.



Q. Did he say who the man was? A. He didn’t say who the 
man was.

Q. Is that all you know about improper influence in this case ? 
A. That is all.

Q. Has any one stated to you that money was offered to them ? 
A. No, sir.

Q. No member of the legislature has made that statement to 
you? A. Except the statement I have made in the first place.

Q. (By the C h airm an .) Can you give the committee any 
further information on the subject of this inquiry? A. That 
is all.

Adjourned until 3 p .m.



FOURTH HEARING.

T hursday, May 29th. 3 p. h .

Senator P illsbury in the chair, and all the members of the com
mittee present.

The Chairman. Councillor Bourne, who is under summons, 
desires to be examined first, in order that he may leave. Any 
other persons who have been summoned or requested to attend as 
witnesses are requested to rise and be sworn.

[Four persons were sworn.]

C ouncillor J onathan B ourne {sworn).
Q. (B y the Chairm an .) Councillor Bourne, have you any 

knowledge of any attempt to improperly influence the vote or 
action of any senator upon any bill in regard to the promotion of 
any gas companies? A. No, sir; I am not aware of any.

Cross-examination by Mr. Chandler.
Q. (By Mr. Chandler .) Have you ever written a letter to 

Mr. Norris? A. Yes, sir.
Q. In reference to the water gas bill ? A. Yes, sir.
Q;. The letter has not been produced here. It seems to have 

been mislaid. Would you be kind enough to state about what the 
contents of it were? A. I do not know that I can ; I am not 
afraid to have it published.

Q. It is in the hands of Mr. Norris, I believe, and he has mis
laid it, and in justice to everybody I desire to bring out just what 
it was. A. Yes, sir. It was a letter, hastily written, at the 
request of some other parties, in which I expressed regret that he 
had voted as he had, and expressed the desire to have him change 
it if he could consistently. There is nothing in the letter I object 
to being published.

Q. Was there anything in the letter that could be taken in the 
light of undue influence or threat? A. I did not intend and I 
have no knowledge or recollection of anything of the kind.



Q. Are y’ou in a position in any way to exercise any influence 
over Mr. Norris more than the rest of mankind? A. I do not 
know that I am. I am sure there was no threat, or anything that 
could be construed in any way as such, if I remember aright.

Q. Did you have any conversation with Mr. Norris after that, 
in which you urged him to change his vote? A. No, I don’t 
think I did. No, I think it was written on the day before that last 
vote was taken.

Q. It has been rumored that Mr. Norris had some paper out. 
Do you know anything about that? A. I do not; I never had 
any of it.

Q. (By the Chairm an .) Can you give the committee any fur
ther information upon this subject? A. No, sir; I  cannot. I 
know of none. As I said before, my great desire was that the 
letter should be published.

Q. (By Mr. Ch an d ler .) D o you remember whether you kept 
a copy of that letter in your copy-book? A. No, sir ; I did not. 
I do of all my business letters, but I didn’t consider it in that way.

Q. Perhaps Mr. Norris may find i t ; in that case we will put it 
in. A. You may, sir.

S enator W alter  M. M ason (sworn).
Q. (By the C hairm an .) Have you any knowledge of any 

attempt to improperly influence the action of any senator on the 
bill to authorize the formation of water gas companies? A. 
No, sir ; I have not.

Cross-examined by Mr. Chandler.
Q. (By Mr. C h a n d ler .) Were you present when the votes 

were taken on the water gas bill? A. No, sir. For several days 
before the bill reached the Senate I was confined to my house by 
sickness and was unable to leave it.

Q. Has any senator stated to you that any money was offered 
or undue influence used to prevent the passage of the water gas 

bill? A. No, sir.
Q. And you have no knowledge of any? A. No, sir; not the 

slightest.
Q. (By the Chairm an .) Have you any further information for 

the committee upon this subject? A. No, sir.

S amuel M a t , J r . (sworn).
Q. (By the C hairm an.) Were you sworn, Mr. May? A. 

Yes, sir.



Q. Where do you reside ? A. In Dorchester.
Q. Do you know Senator Charles Whittier ? A. I do ; yes, sir.
Q. Did you have any conversation with him at any time, or 

about the time the water gas bill was pending in the Senate, in 
reference to the bill ? A. I had, sir.

Q. Whereabouts? A. At his house.
Q. Do you remember the date? A. I don’t remember the day 

of the month, but I think it was one or two days before the final 
vote was taken.

Q. You mean the vote on reconsideration? A. N o; I think 
it was when the bill was defeated, but I am not quite sure. I 
think it was the day of the flurry in Wall Street. Something 
came up in conversation that led me to fix that day in my mind.

Q. At what time in the day? A. About 7 o’clock.
Q. You may state the conversation as nearly as you can re

member. A. Shall I state why I went there?
Q. State the conversation and add any explanation you may 

desire. A. What led me to go there was this : Senator Wood- 
worth, who is an intimate friend of mine, had been ill for the last 
month, and I went to his hotel, the Revere House, as I had done 
every night for some time. I found him on his bed a good deal 
jaded. I asked him if he had been to the Senate, and he said he 
had. I then asked him why he did it, and at the same time re
marked that I thought he had better take better care of himself 
than of the affairs of the Commonwealth. He had what I sup
posed to be slow fever. I had seen him two or three times at his 
house in Chicopee, prior to his coming to Boston. In answer to 
my question as to why he had been to the Senate, he said he had 
been to the State House to do what he could to kill what he con
sidered a big fraud. I asked him what it was, and he said it was 
the passage of the water gas bill. I told him I thought it was 
very much more desirable to prevent killing himself than killing 
the bill, and then I asked him if there was anything I could do to 
help him ; that if I could be of any service in anj' way I would 
gladly do all I could. He said I could not do anything unless I 
could influence some votes, and I said I didn’t know any of the 
senators. He then took a list out of his pocket and asked if I 
knew any one on that l is t ; so I looked over the list, and when I 
came to Mr, Whittier of Suffolk, I thought I recognized it, and 
asked if it was Mr. Charles Whittier, of the Whittier Machine Works, 
and he said it was. I then told him that I had known him for years 
in a business way, and knew him personally very well. “ W ell,” 
he said, “ if you know him, he is opposed to us.” I then said ;



“ Don’t you want me to go to him and see if, as a personal favor, he 
would change his vote on the bill ? ” I said I would try, and that I 
thought Mr. Whittier would do me a favor and I would see him. 
By the way, I wish to state here now that I came here of my own 
volition. I understand a subpoena was issued for some other 
member of the May family. I understand that Mr. Whittier said 
last night he did not know where I lived. I desire to say that 
Mr. Whittier knows where my office is ; that he has known me for 
years, and could have found me very easily if he had wished to 
find me. The moment I  saw this in the paper this morning I went 
to see Senator Woodworth. I wanted also to ask him about going 
on a fishing party with me to-morrow, and which I shall lose unless 
I get away from here soon, but I am here and am willing to stay 
here and lose it and stamp what Mr. Whittier said as a lie, if what 
he said was correctly reported in the paper.

Senator L ivermore. I think the witness should confine himself 
to specific questions.

The Chairm an . Mr. May, you will confine yourself to the mat
ter before the committee.

Mr. Mat. When I  went to his house he was not in, and the 
servant said he would be in in about fifteen minutes. I waited, 
and in a short time he came in, and I heard him speak to some one 
about Wall Street, and that is what led me to fix that day in my 
mind. When he came in he gave me a very pleasant greeting. 
I told him I had come with a private personal business, and then 
asked him if there were any particular reasons why he would not 
change his vote on the water gas bill. He asked me if  I  had any 
particular reasons for asking him, and I  said it would be a piece 
of friendship to m e; that I  would like to do a great favor for a 
friend who had done me many favors, and would doubtless do me 
more ; that it would be a favor to me for him to change his vote, 
if  he could conscientiously. He said he was chairman of the 
Committee on Manufactures — I think he said — that he had investi
gated this thing, and had made up his mind he should vote for 
the bill. I  talked with him for a long time in a general way, using 
only the influence of eloquence (if you have a mind to call it so ), 
to get him to change his vote. I  offered him no money. The 
statement that I  offered him any money is altogether false. I  had 
no money to offer. He stated that he had no doubt he could get 
850,000 if he would change his vote. I  said to him : “ Mr. Whit
tier, you know perfectly well 1 wouldn’t insult you by coming here 
to offer you money. In the first place, I  have no money to offer; 
I simply ask this as a favor.” He further stated that by voting



for this bill, he should injure himself with the coal gas companies 
to some tens of thousands of dollars. That seemed to be a piece 
of philanthropy on his part which I  could not account for then, but 
I can account for it now.

The Ch airm an . No matter what you can or cannot account 
for; confine yourself to the specific question.

Mr. M a t . Yes, s ir ; I will endeavor to. When he said he 
could get $50,000 to change his vote, I told him I hadn’t a thou
sand dollars to olfer; that I didn’t mean to offer him any, and 
wouldn’t insult him by doing it. That is about the sum and sub 
stance of the conversation as I  remember it.

Q. (By the Ch airm an .) Is that all you remember of it? A. 
I think he asked me if  I had any interest with the coal gas compa
nies, or something of that kind, and I told him that I  didn’t know 
anybody interested in coal gas companies; that I didn’t know 
even the officers of the Dorchester Gas Company except which 
supply my house with g a s ; that I know they supply very poor 
gas, and if  I  had any particular interest, it would be against the 
gas companies. He asked me what I  knew about water gas, and 
I said I didn’t know anything, but I was doing this at the request 
of a friend; that whatever I had heard about water gas, I had 
heard it to be very dangerous; that my youngest brother, whom 
he met in California with my father and mother, and who gradu
ated at the Institute of Technology, where he studied the course 
in chemistry^ stated to me that he believed such gases as are 
made from petroleum were very dangerous. I  had heard that 
from him before I heard of water gas in connection with this 
measure.

The C h airm an . Senator Whittier, will you be kind enough to 
state if the gentleman now testifying is the gentleman to whom 
you referred last evening as having called at your house ?

Senator W h itt ie r . He is.
Q. (By the Ch airm an .) Mr. May, will you state exactly the 

way in which the sum of $1,000 was alluded to in that conversa
tion ? I understood you to state, in your testimony in chief, that 
there was something said about $1,000. A. I  think it came in 
connection with the statement of Mr. Whittier that he had no 
doubt he could get $50,000 for changing his vote. I sa id : “ I 
haven’t $50,000 nor $1,000 to offer you, and I wouldn’t insult you 
by doing it if I had.”

Q. Did you say all that? A. I said all that.
Q. Was any reference made to the sum of $1,000 except as 

you stated? A. No, sir.



Q. Was there any allusion made to his absenting himself from 
the Senate at any time? A. I think that just before I left he 
said to me, with a good deal of glee, it seemed to me at the tim e: 
“ I believe that bill will become a law on the morrow.” I asked 
him why, as it was a tie vote. He said: “ A senator is to be 
present to-morrow who was absent to-day, and he will vote with 
us.” “ W ell,” I said, “ that seems rather hopeless for my case, 
then. I don’t see any other way than that it shall continue a tie 
vote ; that is, your staying away. I don’t see any other way but 
that. Won’t you favor me by being absent when the vote is 
taken?” He said his principles would prevent that.

Q. Was there any allusion made to SI,000 in any other way? 
A. No, sir.

Q. Was there any other allusion to his being absent except as 
you stated? A. No, sir.

Q. When had you seen Senator Whittier before, if  you re
member? A. I think the last time I saw him to ka\e any con
versation with him was some time last fall, going over to New 
York ; I met him on the 4.30 train, in the drawing-room car. We 
had a pleasant talk pretty much all the way. We were the best 
of friends; I had always esteemed him a very straight-forward, 
honorable man.

Q. You are not in the habit of meeting him frequently? A. 
I have met him on the street, or on business. The Whittier 
Machine Company have done business with my firm for a good 
many years.

Q. Recently? A. My firm was dissolved within the last 
year. We had been liquidating for some time ; but up to a short 
time before that, I think.

Q. (By Senator W oodworth.) N ow, Mr. May, .you have 
stated that you went to see Senator Whittier after having some 
conversation with Senator Woodworth? A. Yes, sir.

Q. Did Senator Woodworth request you to go out and inter
view Mr. Whittier, or did you volunteer? A. I volunteered.

Q. In your conversation with Senator Woodworth, before you 
went out, did he offer you any money? A. He did not.

Q. Did he authorize you to offer anybody else any money? A. 
He did not.

Q. Has he ever authorized 37ou to offer monej' to influence votes 
in any way, directly or indirectly? A. No sir. It would change 
my idea of Col. Woodworth if he did. I never knew him to do a 
mean act like that. He is not capable of doing such a thing.

The C h airm an . Mr. May, please don’t make any interjections; 
simply answer the questions.



Q. (By Senator J oyner. ) Mr. May, how long have you 
known Senator Woodworth ? A. I have known him in a business 
way for a good many years, and personally for a long time inti
mately.

Q. For how long personally ? A. Oh, I have met him more 
intimately since he was living at the Revere House, I think ; per
haps since sometime last summer, or early in the fall, I have seen 
more of him, although I have met him at his house at Chicopee, 
and met him at his factory there. I have done business with him 
for a long time.

Q. You have visited at his house? A. Yes, sir.
Q. With your family ? A. I have called there ; never passed 

a night there. The trains run up from Springfield very fre
quently.

Q. How did you say you happened to be at the hotel that 
night? A. I went down to see how he was. I went down there 
almost every evening. During the last week I have been down 
there almost twice a day. He has been laid up with something 
like rheumatism of the heart.

Q. How many times had you been there before you went there 
this time? A. I could not say. Perhaps one hundred times; 
perhaps two hundred times.

Q. Will you swear you had been there many times before that? 
A. Yes, s ir ; and before that constantly since he came down 
there.

Q. Many times before that? A. Yes, sir; why certainly, 
scores of times.

Q. What for? A . Principally friendship ; and we had busi
ness together.

Q. You went to see him from motives of friendship at this 
time? A. Entirely, sir; I didn’t know anything about water 
gas immediately.

Q. Then what day were you there before this? You say the 
day you went to Senator Whittier’s was the day of the panic in 
Wall Street— that was Tuesday. A. I think it was. I re
member hearing Mr. Whittier speaking to a neighbor about it, and 
I recognized his voice.

Q. Now, did you go from Senator Woodworth’s rooms that 
day directly over to Mr. Whittier’s? A. Yes, sir ; I think I did.
I walked part way, and a car came along and I got on to it.

Q. Where does Mr. Whittier live? A. I don’t know that I 
know the name of the street; it is a street that runs off Warren 
Street, but he lives very near the residence of Rev. De Norman
die.



Q. How far from here? A. I should think it may be two 
miles.

Q. Did you meet Col. Woodworth by his invitation that night? 
A. No, sir.

Q. Did you have a line from him asking you to go and see him? 
A. No, I did not.

Q. Did you know anything about the water gas bill before you 
went down there? A. I should think not, except what I had read 
in the newspapers.

Q. Did you know he had any interest in it ? A. I did not, 
sir ; I didn’t know that he had.

Q. Didn’t he tell you at that time that he had any interest in 
killing the water gas bill? A. He said he had an interest in 
killing what he considered a big fraud.

Q. He considered that bill a big fraud? A. He said so.
Q. You knew that was the only interest he had in it? A. Yes, 

sir ; he said that he had an interest to kill what he considered a 
big fraud.

Q. So your meeting was purely accidental ? A. Yes, sir.
Q. (By Senator W oodworth.) The witness don’t mean to say 

that the meeting was entirely accidental ? A. I went down there 
to make a friendly, social call.

Q. (By Senator J oyner.)  Did you take tea with the colonel? 
A. No, s ir ; I usually dine late, and when I do I do not take tea.

Q. What time did you get down to the colonel’s room ? A. 
Sometime between 5 and 5.30 o’clock, I should think.

Q. What time did you leave his room? A. I should think 
somewhere about 6 or shortly' after.

Q. What time did you reach Mr. Whittier’s? A. I should 
think about a quarter before 7.

Q. And you went to see Mr. Whittier at the colonel’s request? 
A. No, sir. I volunteered the information that I knew Mr. 
Whittier personally, and as I considered intimately, and as a 
friend, and if I could bring anyT influence in a friendly way7 upon 
him, I was perfectly willing to do it. Col. Woodworth has done 
me a great many favors.

Q. Understand that I don’t ask you to give me any informa
tion of that kind. What I wish to know is, did Col. Woodworth 
ask you to go and see Mr. Whittier? A. No, sir. I volunteered 
to go and see him, after looking over the list of senators.

Q. Is your home over there, near Mr. Whittier’s? A. My 
home is in Dorchester, sir.

Q. Then it would take you off your route to go to his house ? 
A. I was not going home for some time.



Q. You went two miles off your route. A. No, s ir ; hardly 
that. I could get to Dorchester by going that wav. but it is not 
the direct way.

Q. How long did you talk with Mr. Whittier ? A. I think he 
came in about seven, or shortly after, and I should think I left there 
in about half an hour. It might have been a little longer ; I took 
no note of time.

Q. When did you next see Col. Woodworth ? A. I went back 
to the hotel that evening.

Q. Did you take supper with the colonel? A. No, sir.
Q. You had not been to supper? A. I told you that I dine 

late, and when I dine late, I don’t take supper.
Q. Did you report to the colonel what success you had? A. 

I told him what Mr. Whittier said.
Q. What did you say to him ? A. I told him that Mr. Whit

tier stated to me that he was chairman of the Committee on Manu
factures, as I understood him, and had stated his reasons for favor
ing the b ill; that Mr. Whittier stated that he would be anxious to 
serve me in a friendly way, and respected me and respected my 
family, &c., but he didn’t propose to change his vote, or stay away. 
That is about the purport of it.

Q. How did you happen to see the colonel this morning? A. 
I read the account of this testimony at the hearing yesterday in the 
“ Herald ” this morning, and I was also going down to ask Colonel 
Woodworth if he would go down with a club to which I belong to 
go fishing in Buzzard’s Bay, to-morrow. I invited him two or three 
weeks ago, and I went to see if  he could get off to go with us, 
and I also asked him about this investigation on the water gas bill.

Q. But you had already seen it in the “ Herald,” so you say? 
A. Yes, sir. I stated what I had read in the “ Herald,” and 
asked him about it. Then he told me that Mr. Whittier had got 
out a subpoena to summon Mr. Russell May, another member of 
the May family ; not a brother, but a cousin. Col. Woodworth 
told me he had told them they needn’t get a summons for me.

Q. What time of the day did he tell you that? A. About half
past one, I should think it was, this afternoon.

Q. I thought you said you went there this morning? A. No, 
sir. I went there between 1 and 1 :30. Our train goes this even
ing. I did not get into the city until late. I had been out of town 
in the morning.

Q. Didn’t you see Mr. Whittier’s testimony in the morning 
papers? A. Yes, sir.

Q. Didn’t you know he referred to you? A. Yes, sir; I 
thought he did.



Q. Wasn’t that sufficient reason to induce you to go see him? 
A. I told you that that was one reason I went there. Those 
words were yours, not mine.

Q. What reasons did you say induced you to go and see him to
day ? A. I told 3̂ ou I saw the report of this investigation in the 
“ Herald” this morning, and I also wanted to see him about his 
going fishing with us.

Q. Now, sir, stop right there. You said you saw in the “ Her
ald ” that he said you offered him a thousand dollars? A. No 
name was mentioned.

Q. I know that, but didn’t you just say you understood him to 
refer to you? A. No, sir. I didn’t intend to say so.

Q. What did you intend to say? A. I intended to say that I 
read this testimony in the paper this morning.

Q. And what of it? A. The facts about somebody calling 
here and waiting for him, and I thought very likely he referred to 
me, as I have alreadjr said in the beginning of this thing.

Q. Very well, stop there. Then, thinking you were under the 
imputation of having attempted to bribe a senator, you did not 
think it of consequence enough to go and see Col. Woodworth. A. 
I did, and I stated that I did.

Q. And not without the further thought of going fishing? A. 
No, sir. That was your word, and not mine.

Q. Didn’t you state that that was your motive in going to see 
him ? A. I  so stated in the beginning that it was the two to
gether.

Q. What time in the day did you read that account in the 
“ Herald” ? A. I read it, I think, about half-past 12. I got in 
town late this morning.

Q. You did not see it until half-past 12? A. I did not 
see it until about half-past 12. I knew I could not reach Senator 
Woodworth until after 1 o’clock. I knew the Senate did not adjourn 
until 1 o’clock. I had been out of town this morning, trying a horse 
I was buying.

Q. (By Senator W oodworth.) Were you waiting for Senator 
Woodworth when he got to the Revere House? A. Yes, sir ; I 
was waiting in the parlor.

Q. (By Senator J oyner.) What did you say to the colonel 
this morning? A. I think the colonel said first that there had 
been a subpoena gotten out for Mr. Russell May, and I said it 
would not require a subpoena to bring me there.

Q. Your name is not Russell May? A. No, sir.
Q. What did you say to that? A. Senator Woodworth said :



“ There has been a subpoena gotten out for Mr. Russell May, and 
I suppose it is intended for you.” I said : “ It don’t require any 
subpoena to get me there ; I will go of my own volition.”

Q. Did you ask the colonel whether he thought Mr. Whittier 
had referred to you in his testimony ? A. I think, perhaps, I 
might have done so. I think, perhaps, the colonel might have 
stated — I think the colonel did state — that he had told Mr. 
Pillsbnry that it was Mr. Samuel May, Jr., that the}" wanted, and 
that he did not require a summons.

Q. Now, sir, you had seen in the paper that Mr. Whittier had 
been swearing that you had attempted to bribe him, as you 
thought? A. No name was mentioned, as I saw.

Q. No, sir ; but you say you thought he meant you? A. No, 
sir ; I thought it might be.

Q. Now, how many times will you qualify that? You said it 
must be, and now might be. A. I thought it might be me. No 
name was mentioned.

Q. When you saw the colonel, did you ask him whether he 
thought Mr. Whittier referred to you? A. I think I said the 
colonel first said that they had got out a subpoena for Russell May, 
and that he told Mr. Pillsbury last night that it might be intended 
for me.

Q. Did he say he told Mr. Pillsbury last night? A. No, sir ; 
I don’t know; I think it was this morning. I think he said Sen
ator Pillsbury said the subpoena was gotten out last night.

Q. And that he told Senator Pillsbury that Samuel May was 
the true man? A. He said that he thought it might be his friend, 
Mr. Samuel May, Jr., and he would vouch for his coming.

Q. Did he say he told Senator Pillsbury that he would vouch 
for his coming? A. Ye3 , sir ; he said he told him he was ready 
to come without a summons.

Q. Did you ask the colonel how he happened to think it was 
Samuel May? A. 1 don’t know that I did.

Senator W oodworth. I don’t see the point to that question.
Mr. M a y . I will answer any questions directly. I have noth

ing to hide in this matter. I think that anybody who knows, knows 
I am not a rascal.

Senator J oyner. There is a rascal somewhere, and wc have got 
to find out who it is, whether }-ou or Senator Whittier.

Mr. M ay. My belief is that Senator W hittier ought to be in 
this ch a ir ; that is my idea, if  you want my idea.

Q. (By Senator J oyner .) N ow, I ask you if, when you met 
the colonel to-day at one o’clock, you asked him if he thought you



were the man of whom Mr. Whittier had testified? A. I said, 
sir, I think, that Col. Woodworth stated that a subpoena had been 
gotten out for Mr. Russell M ay; that he had told Senator Pills- 
bury he thought it might be intended for his friend, Samuel May, 
Jr., knowing that he had been to see Mr. Whittier.

Q. You understood him to say it was intended for his friend, 
Samuel May, Jr. ? A. That is what I understood him to say.

Q. Now, then, did you ask him why he had told Senator Pills- 
bury to subpoena you? A. I think I did. I think I told him it 
didn’t require a subpoena.

Q. Did you ask him why he told Senator Pillsbury to subpoena, 
or have you here? A. I don’t think I did, and I didn’t make 
any remark about it.

Q. And you didn’t make any remark, because you perfectly 
understood that you were the man, did you not? A. No, sir.

Q. Why didn’t you satisfy your mind about it? A. I told 
him I was satisfied ; I was satisfied about it. I inferred from what 
Senator Woodworth stated to Mr. Pillsbury that I was wanted, 
and I would come.

Q. That is not responsive. A. I am ready to answer any
thing, if I understand the question.

Q. The question is th is: For aught you knew, when you met 
the colonel, Mr. Russell May was the man with whom Mr. Whit
tier had talked ? A. He might be. Mr. Russell May may have 
seen him for aught I know.

Q. Then didn’t you ask the colonel to have you subpoenaed ? 
A. No, sir ; I was willing to come without it.

Q. Why did you want to come? You had done nothing wrong? 
A. I had been to see him.

Q. You hadn’t offered him $1,000 ? A. No, sir.
Q. Then why did you want to come ? A. Don’t you subpoena 

men who hadn’t offered $1 ,0 0 0 ?
Q. Why did you say you wanted to come? A. Because he 

stated that he knew I had been out to see Mr. Whittier ; that when 
Senator Pillsbury stated to him that they could not find Mr. Rus
sell May, he said to him: “ If it is Mr. Samuel May, Jr., he 
will come without any subpoena.”

Q. Now, you didn’t know but what it was Russell May ? A. 
I didn’t know but what he may have seen him.

Q. You didn’t know but what it may have been Mr. Russell 
May of whom Mr. Whittier testified? A. No, sir; he may have 
offered him $1 ,00 0 , but I don’t believe it. I don’t think he is that 
kind of a man.



Q. Why did you want to come? A. I didn’t want to come. 
I wanted to go fishing.

Q. Why didn’t you go? A. Because, sir, I wanted to come 
and show that if there was anything about my interview with Sena
tor Whittier that was of anjr importance, I should like to come and 
state all about it. I would like to get away now.

Q. You were not anxious to come, were you? A. No, sir; 
but I was anxious to come if there was any imputation upon my 
integrity and honesty, and to brand any man a liar who says so. 
But I don’t like to be caught in investigations that are frivolous.

Q. (By the Chairm an .) Have you been served with a sub
poena? A. No, sir.

Q. Do you know of a subpoena being out for you this morning? 
A. No, sir.

Q. You don’t know it? A. I don’t know it now.

Cross-examined by Mr. Chandler.
Q. (By Mr. Chandler .) I s Mr. J. Russell May a relative of 

yours? A. Yes, sir.
Q. How near a connection5 A. Cousin.
Q. Have you seen him within the last few days? A. I have 

not, sir.
Q. Does he, to your knowledge, know anything about this 

interview with Mr. Whittier? A. Not that I know of, sir.
Q. Now, when Mr. Woodworth first spoke to you about Mr. 

Whittier — about seeing some senator, I think the expression was, 
— you ran over a list of senators, and you found there the name of 
Mr. Whittier, whom you said you were acquainted with — is that 
afact? A. Yes, sir.

Q. And up to that time of this interview with Mr. Woodworth, 
had you ever had any conversation — you were there daily, and 
Mr. Woodworth was in this fight— did you meet any people there, 
or did you have any conversation or hear any conversation in 
reference to water gas? A. No, sir.

Q. Never heard anything on the subject until that time? A, 
No, sir.

Q. And on that day he mentioned it to you first, and said he 
was interested in the water gas b ill; is that a fact? A. He said 
he was interested in killing what he believed to be a fraud.

Q. Did he say why he believed it to be a fraud, or go into 
details about it? A. No, sir ; I don’t think he did.

Q. How did he bring up this list of senators? What were the 
circumstances ? A. I have stated already, sir. I think it is in 
evidence already.



Q. I thought perhaps you hadn’t stated that as fully as you 
might. What I want to know is what remark he made to you with 
reference to looking over the list of senators, and how it came 
about? A. I told him I thought he was very foolish, in his state 
of health, to be going to the State House. He had a slow fever, 
and I told him he ought to keep his bed. He said he wished to go 
up there and kill what he believed to be a big fraud. I said if 
there is anything I can do to be of service to you I should be 
happy to serve you ; and he said he didn’t know of anything unless 
you know some senator whose vote you can influence. I asked 
him who they were, and he said, I have got a list of them; and he 
took a list from among his papers.

Q. Then yrou ran over it together? A. No, sir; I took it, 
and ran over it. My impression is that there were no initials 
beside the senators’ names. When I came to Whittier, I asked if 
this was Mr. Charles Whittier of the Whittier Machine Co., 
and he said yes ; and I said I knew him very well.

Q. Did be state how Mr. Whittier voted? A. He said he 
voted in favor of the bill.

Q. Did he say he was chairman of the committee that made the 
report? A. No, sir; I found that out from Mr. Whittier, when 
I called upon him.

Q. Did he say anything in reference to how Mr. Whittier felt 
upon the subject? A. No, sir ; I don’t think he made any' state
ment in connection with it.

Q. Then he sent y7ou out to see Mr. Whittier ? A. No, sir ; 
he didn’t send me. I offered to go.

Q. You offered to go, and he consented; and gave you no 
intimation further than y7ou have stated as to how Mr. Whittier 
was connected with this matter — that he had made a report upon 
it, and earnestly backed it? A. No, sir; I think Mr. Whittier 
will state that I told him I knew nothing about water gas when 
I went out there.

Q. And he permitted you to go to see Mr. Whittier without 
giving y7ou any7 points, and how he had acted? A. He asked me 
how well I knew Mr. Whittier, and I told him I knew him intim
ately well, and I judged so from our previous intercourse; and I 
said that unless he had some strong principle in connection with it, 
to prevent his changing his vote, he might do so as a personal 
favor to me.

Q. And Mr. Woodworth thought perhaps you might possibly 
succeed? A. Yes, sir; I think likely he did. I would not have 
gone on a Tom Fool’s errand.



Q. Then you went directly there from Mr. Woodworth’s hotel, 
and reached there about a quarter before seven, and saw him? A. 
Yes, sir ; and then I went back to the hotel, as I was going there 
to pass the evening with Col. Woodworth, as I had done many 
times before.

Q. Mr. Whittier testified that you suggested that the door be 
shut, and you got up and shut it before the interview commenced ? 
A. I will state my recollection of it. When I went to the house, 
a servant showed me in. I asked if Mr. Whittier had returned, 
and she said no, but he would probably be in in about 15 
minutes. I  heard some voices up stairs. The servant went up to 
answer the inquiry. I think they were children’s voices. I sat 
down, and took a book of poetry, and read it until Mr. Whittier 
returned. I heard some conversation in the entry ; whether chil
dren or female voices, I could not say. When Senator Whittier 
came in, I at first began to speak, and then I think I got up and 
said, “ Shall I close the door?” I had heard voices, and it was 
simply as a person naturally will, when he goes to make a call, to 
prevent his own business from being heard by outsiders. I did not 
know but somebody might be sitting on the stairs.

Q. Was there anything you had to say that you did not want 
the children or the ladies of his family' to hear? A. No, sir; no 
more than I care to have this company hear.

Q. Is the habit of good society to get up and close the door 
when you are out making a call? A. You know my position in 
society, Mr. Chandler, as well as I do.

Q. You made the statement. It isn’t my knowledge on that 
point. I consider that the habit of good society is different. I 
ask if you think it is? A. You have answered it. I know the 
ways of good society. I intend always to be gentlemanly, when I 
am calling.

Q. I have endeavored to treat you in my professional capacity 
with all courtesy. A. And I desire to answer you with all cour
tesy.

Q. When you started to talk with Mr. Whittier, did you pref
ace your conversation in reference to water gas with any of your 
own business affairs ? That is to say, he has testified, you may 
recollect, that you said that you would be put on your feet again, 
or some such expression as that. A. Yes, sir.

Q. Please state what it was. A. As I stated, I had had a 
good deal of business with Col. Woodworth, and at the present 
time — I am ready to give my private business, so far as it relates to 
this, if  you don’t mean to be too explicit. At the present time



there is a certain patent that I have control of, and I had asked 
him, from time to time, to advance me some money upon it. The 
thing was being investigated by my attorneys to see if the patents 
were good, and if it was, probably Col. Woodworth and myself 
would probably have some connection with i t ; but it was not to be, 
unless the patent was a good one. I stated this at that time, 
because I had asked this favor from him for a friend of mine, who 
had done and would do favors for me. Very likely I used the ex
pression that it would put me upon my feet again. Anybody who 
knows anything about the firm of May & Co. knows that they met 
with disasters, not on account of anything they did, but on account 
of the treachery of their correspondents, and although they were 
millionaires at one time, they are not so rich now. I was once rich 
myself, but I would not now take any money that didn’t come 
honestly.

Q. That was before the water gas conversation ? A. No, sir, 
it was in connection with it.

Q. You opened the ball directly ? A. I opened it directly. 
I think I stated, I come to you about the water gas b ill; you know 
me so well that you know I am not a lobbyist; I came to ask a 
favor. With all due respect to lobbyists, I don’t wish to be dis
respectful to lobbyists as not being an honorable set.

Q. You made that statement, that you came for that purpose? 
A. I did directly, and I told him I had come to ask a favor.

Q. Did he directly say that he was in favor of the water gas 
bill and would stick? A. No, sir ; he in a general way heard me 
through, until I had finished what I had to say, and then he went 
forward and made his statement.

Q. And he seemed firmly disposed to stick to his course? 
A. I had an idea that he seemed ready to do a favor for a friend 
by changing his vote, or I wouldn’t have stayed so long.

Q. How long were you there? A. About half an hour, I 
think. When he told me that he was chairman of the Committee 
on Manufactures, and had investigated the thing, I said I didn’t 
know he was so interested in it as that.

Q. Then he told you he had signed the report? A. No, sir, 
I don’t think that he said that.

Q. How came Mr. Whittier to make the statement that he 
thought he could get fifty thousand dollars for his vote? A. I 
don’t know, sir.

Q. Do you remember just how it was said—off-hand, angrily, 
or in a sort of protest ? A. I thought he said it with a good deal 
of satisfaction, as if his vote was going to carry the bill. I think



lie said he had heard a good deal about corruption in the matter, 
and evidently he thought — I said I had seen something in the papers 
about the Standard Oil Company, or the Standard Oil Ring, or 
something of that kind, offering a large amount of money to have 
this bill passed, and he said at once : “ No, I don’t think that is 
so ; I think there is some mistake about that.”

Q. How came you to make the remark that 3'ou hadn’t even a 
thousand dollars to pa}' him? How did that come in ; in reply to 
what? A. Mr. Whittier said : “ I would not change my vote ; I 
would do anything to serve a friend, but,” he said, “ I cannot 
change my vote.” Then he said, “ I suppose I could get fifty 
thousand dollars for changing my vote.” I said, “ Mr. Whittier, 
I haven’t got fifty thousand dollars, nor one thousand dollars, to 
offer you to change j'our vote ; I would not insult j'ou by offering 
it.”

Q. Did you think from his statement that he felt that you were 
approaching him with money? A. No, sir; I should think he 
would have kicked me out. I should have done that by him.

Q. I think the courtesy of good society would require you to be 
shown out. A. No, sir ; I think not, when a man insults j'ou. 
I think you have struck out from the shoulder when you have been 
insulted.

Q. Did 3'ou tell Mr. Whittier that Mr. Woodworth sent you to 
him? A. No, sir.

Q. He asked }'ou who sent }7ou? A. I don’t know. I said I 
went for a friend.

Q. Why didn’t you state who sent 3-011 ? A. I said I went for 
a friend.

Q. As 3'ou came directly from a brother senator, why didn’t 
3'ou say that, in order to influence him? A. Do you think I am a 
fool or a knave, sir?

Q. But you said Mr. Woodworth gave you no points on this 
subject, and you didn’t know how he felt. A. I stated that in this 
matter I offered to go out there, and I spoke, in the whole conver
sation, as a friend.

Q. Why didn’t you tell him you came from a friend, and state 
your position as being a friend of both parties? A. I didn’t 
know that Senator Whittier knew Senator Woodworth, except as a 
senator. I had no particular objections to stating the name.

Q. No particular objections. But didn’t he ask you who you 
came from ? A. I don’t know whether he did or not.

Q. If he did, did you evade it? A. I may have told him I 
didn’t want to mention names. I don’t think I did. I don’t think 
the question came up.



Q. Did you have any arrangement with Senator Woodworth in 
reference to your patents, if  you were successful in this matter ? 
A. No, s ir ; I don’t think we had. I don’t think we talked busi
ness that daj\

Q. You said this would put you upon your feet. Why did you 
say that? A. That was an expression of my own. I  had been 
asking favors of Senator Woodworth, and he has done me a good 
many favors; he has done me twenty favors where I have done 
him one. I did it as a pure piece of friendship.

Q. I didn’t know but that j*ou might have been talking about 
the patents, etc., and he might have said, incidentally, you do this 
forme? A. No, sir ; nothing of that kind had come up in the 
conversation at all. It was my own idea. The man was ill, and I 
had asked him to keep in bed, and I had asked him if I shouldn’t 
send him my family physician.

Q. Has this patent anything to do with water gas? A. No, 
sir ; not at all.

Q. Would the success of this water gas matter help you in any 
way ? A. No, sir ; not at all. I am read)’ to tell what the pat
ent is, if  the committee desire to know.

Q. You hadn’t told him it was a water gas patent? A. No, 
s ir ; you cannot persuade him to buy into anything that is not a 
good thing. He don’t buy into litigation.

Q. Now sir, just in the latter part of this interview, what was 
the suggestion you made about his being away ? A. Well sir, he 
said it would be a law the next day, as a senator who was not pres
ent would come and make a majority in favor of the bill. Then I 
said, I don’t see but my mission is ended unless }Tou stay away.

Q. Didn’t he express himself strongly by saying that he had 
signed the report? A. No, sir.

Q. And that he had voted for it? A. No, sir. He told me 
he was going to vote for it and he was going to lose ten thousand 
dollars by voting for it, and I said I thought that was a great piece 
of philanthropy.

Q. Well, s ir ; did you think a man who stands up in this way 
was going to stay away at your suggestion —

The Chairm an . It is not worth while to ask the witness what 
he thinks.

Q. (B y  Mr. Ch andler .)  D id }’ou see any other senator on 
this question? A . I  did not. I  never have.

Q. You didn’t know anything about this testimony of last night 
until this morning? A. No, sir.

Q. Where were you when you read this statement in the morn
ing paper? A. At my office in town.



Q. Did you go and see Mr. Whittier at once, and inquire about 
it? A. No, sir.

Q. IIow soon after reading it did you go and see anybody about 
it? A. 1 told you I saw this about half-past twelve, when I got 
the paper. I was late getting into town this morning. I was try
ing a horse for my father, to see if he was a good horse, as my 
father was about buj’ing him. I got there about half-past twelve ; 
and then, for the first time, I saw the paper. By the time I got 
through with the paper, it was about one o’clock ; and then I went 
to the hotel, and asked Senator Woodworth if Mr. Whittier had 
reference to me in the matter, and if so, I would come forward and 
testify ; and I also went to see him about the blue-fishing party.

Q. And it was this morning that Senator Woodworth stated to 
you that somebody else had been summoned? A. Yes, sir; I 
think it was about half-past one o’clock.

Q. And then you came up with Senator Woodworth, when this 
hearing came up this afternoon, — when the hearing opened? 
A. Yes, sir.

S enator W hittier  ( resumed) .

Senator W h ittier . I desire to make a statement before Mr. 
May leaves. In the first place, I have not known until this after
noon where Mr. May resided. I do not know where his office is. 
Mr. M ay has stated that I said I could get fifty thousand dollars 
for my vote. I never made any such statement as that. When 
the suggestion was made to me that I change my vote, I said I 
would not do it for fifty thousand dollars, or under any earthly con
sideration. I make that statement in order that it shall be literally 
exact.

Q. (By Senator J otner.) Has he been an intimate acquain
tance and friend of 3'ours? A. He has not. I  knew him as a 
business acquaintance. My relations were friendly with him. I 
did not know that his name was Samuel May. I did not know it, 
although perhaps I ought to have.

Q. (By the Chairm an .) Was he ever at your house before? 
A. Never.

Q. (By Senator W oodworth.) Did you have Mr. May’s name 
in your memorandum book last night? A . I did, sir.

Q. That is, you knew last night what his name was? A. No 
more than what I said. I had the word “ M ay” ; and I did not 
know his first name then, nor until within half an hour. I put 
that into my memorandum book.

Q. When did you put it in? A. I put it in after the vote on 
reconsideration. '



Q. You said in your testimony last night that this man offered 
you a thousand dollars. A. I did.

Q. Will you explain to this committee why, if you were an honest 
man, as we want to assume that you are, when a man in your own 
house came to you and made you a direct offer of a thousand 
dollars to change your vote, why you didn’t kick him out of your 
house ? A. I will explain that, and explain it so that you won’t 
misunderstand it. Mr. May never offered me any money to change 
my' vote, and I never so testified. I stated th is: that just before 
Mr. May left, he suggested that I absent myself, and that he would 
pay' me a thousand dollars out of his own pocket, if I would do it.

Q. Very well. Now, when Mr. May offered you a thousand 
dollars to absent yourself, why’ didn’t you kick him out of your 
house? A. Because he was in my house.

Q. You could not very well have kicked him out if he had not 
been in there. But the question is, that if he insulted you by 
offering you a thousand dollars, why did yrou submit to it? A. I 
could not help submitting to it.

Q. He didn’t offer any' personal violence? A. No, sir, and 
that word insult, which he has used two or three times about 
making an offer to me, wasn’t used in my’ house at all, in my 
presence.

Q. You don’t answer the question I put to you ? A. Make 
it direct and I will try to answer it direct.

Q. Of course, if he offered y'ou a thousand dollars to change 
your vote, or absent yourself from the Senate, that you would con
sider a personal insult? A. I did consider it an insult, and I 
considered that he was using improper methods.

Q. That is all right. Now we come back to the main question. 
When this man came there, and insulted you in that way, why 
didn’t you kick him out? A. Because I didn’t see fit to kick any 
man out of my house. I gave him more courtesy’ than he de
served.

Q. You didn’t feel particularly insulted at the time? A. I felt 
particularly surprised and astonished.

Q. But not insulted? A. Well, y'ou may call it as you 
please.

Q. (By Senator J oyner .) T o whom did yrou first tell this story 
after it happened? A. Senator Bruce, the President of the 
Senate.

Q. How soon after? A. The next morning.
Q. Before the vote was taken? A. It was.
Q. (By Senator W oodworth.) Did you say to Mr. May that



by going for this bill you should lose ten thousand dollars from 
the coal gas companies ? A. I made a similar statement. I will 
make it again, if  the committee desire it. I made this statement, 
that my personal friends were mainly among the coal gas peo
ple, for whom I had done business for years, and that I should un
doubtedly lose thousands of dollars by taking the position that I 
did ; but that I took it upon principle, and should maintain it.

Q. You took your position in regard to the gas bill upon prin
ciple? A. I did.

Q. Did you have in j'our possession drawings of new gas works 
proposed to be built for the water gas company ? A. I did not.

Q. You never had any such drawings? A. I have had such 
plans, and built the works last July.

Q. You made the estimates? A. I did, and built the works.
Q. Did you finish the machinery, and boiler, and so on, for the 

gas company in Lynn ? A. I did not.
Q. You didn’t finish the boiler? A. Not a dollar’s worth.
Q. Are you a stockholder in the Lynn company ? A. I  am 

not, and never was.
Q. As a matter of fact, then, }rou haven’t had any drawings in 

your possession, while this bill was pending, of gas works that 
would have been built if the bill had been passed? A. No, sir.

Q. And you haven’t made any estimate ? A. I have made 
estimates for work which was completed last July and paid for.

Q. You haven’t made any other estimate? A. I have not.
Q. You state, under oath, Senator Whittier, that you haven’t 

had any drawings in your possession during the controversy on this 
gas-question ? A. The drawings are still in my possession at the 
works.

Q. What are they doing there? A. They are lying there just 
as the patterns are from which the drawings were made.

Q. Did you expect to have any work under this gas company 
if the bill had been passed? A. I had no reason to.

Q. Have you had any conversation with Mr. Holmes in regard 
to work, if this bill passed ? A. No, sir.

Q. Nor Mr. Simmons? A. No, sir.
Q. Nor Mr. Squires? A. No, sir, and never had any.
Q. But you did have drawings? A. Those drawings are in 

the possession of the company now. They had no connection with 
this matter. The work was made months before the Legislature 
assembled. They went to the town of Holyoke.

Q. (By the C h a ir m a n .)  After hearing the statement of Mr. 
May, have you any change to make in your previous testimony 
before the committee? A. None whatever.



Q. You adhere to the statement as originally made? A. Id o .
Q. (By Mr. C h andler .) You say you have some patterns and 

drawings at your shop. When was the order for the work given 
you, and by whom? A. It was given in July of this last year, 
and by a gentleman by the name of Sidney Cook.

Q. Where does he reside? A. I do not know. He was stop
ping in Boston at the time he gave the order. ,

Q. When was it completed? A. I cannot give that from 
memory, but as soon as it could be constructed after receiving the 
order, perhaps within a month and a half or two months. I re
ceived two orders from him.

Q. And those are the only dies or drawings which you have in 
your possession ? A. All I had or ever had relating to water gas 
works.

Q. Was that for a private person or for a public use? A. 
Private use, as I understood it.

Q. Was it for private use in this state? A. Yes, sir.
Q. Has Mr. Holmes ever approached you with reference to 

doing any water gas work? A. Never.
Q. ( B y Senator W oodw orth .) You say you received two 

orders from Sidney Cook? A. Sidney Cook; yes, sir.
Q. Did you state to Mr. Chandler where he lived? A. I do 

not know.
Q. Were these large orders— large contracts ? A. They were 

not.
Q. Are you in the habit of filling large contracts with parties 

who you don’t know where they live. A. No, sir ; I am not.
Q. In this case you departed from your usual custom ? A. In 

that respect. I will explain so that it will be clear to your mind. 
The contract was made with our treasurer, Mr. A. C. Whittier, 
and he satisfied himself as to the responsibility of the party, and 
the work was completed on that information.

Q. Have you any contracts now for building works under this 
water gas system? A. We have an agreement with this same 
man to build work on certain terms, if he ever orders it, that con
tract being made originally.

Q. When was that contract made? A. I think about July, 
when we received the order. I would like to explain that, as you 
desire light.

Q. We want more information than light. A. 1 will give the 
information if I can. We agreed to do an}' work he might bring, 
adding a certain percentage to the cost. If he had any work to 
bring to the Whittier Machine Co. he was to add a certain per
centage above the cost.



Q. You are now executing work under that contract? A. No, 
sir.

Q. And have no such work? A. I have no orders for any 
work under such a contract, and I haven’t had for months.

Q. You are not building gas works for Taunton or Lawrence? 
A. I am not.

The Chairm an . The witnesses summoned by counsel are pres
ent. The committee are not fully informed as to what the}7 desire 
to testify to, and, Mr. Chandler, you will proceed in your own way.

Mr. Ch andler . I would like to state to the committee that 
Mr. Bobert M. Morse is Mr. Holmes’ counsel. I was called into 
this case because Mr. Morse is to-day, and has been, in court. I 
came in at very brief notice, having had no interest in the water 
gas matter, and knowing very little about it, except what I had 
read in the papers. This investigation was ordered at once. Mr. 
Holmes arrived here on the morning of the investigation. I have 
summoned a number of people, and have not had time to see them. 
I have not had time to marshal my evidence, as is specially desir
able in an investigation of this kind. To-morrow being a holiday, 
I suppose they will not sit.

The Chairm an . The hearing will be adjourned until Saturday 
morning at 10 o’clock.

Mr. C handler. I f  the hearing is adjourned now it will give me 
an opportunity to see any parties I could not see until after 10 
o’clock this morning. Certainly, for the honor of the Common
wealth, the legislature can afford a day or two longer. I f  I  could 
have a chance to see those witnesses, and find out what they would 
testify to, I could bring them in here and push them. Now, I 
might drift along.

The Chairm an. Should you expect to finish Saturday, if  the 
committee sit morning and afternoon ?

Mr. Ch andler . I think so. I hope so, and will push it all I 
can.

The Chairm an . I s there any other person present who desires 
to subpoena witnesses ? [No answer.] Cannot you use up another 
hour, Mr. Chandler?

Mr. C h an d ler . I want this hour to see some of my witnesses. 
I haven’t had an opportunity to see them as yet. Some of them 
are rather reluctant to testify, any way.

The committee consulted, and afterwards the Chairman an
nounced an adjournment until Saturday, 31st inst., at 10 a . m ., 
and that all witnesses under summons to-day are required to attend 
on Saturday morning, at 10 o’clock, unless they have been pre
viously excused.



FIFTH HEARING.

S atu rday , May 31, 10 a . m.

Senator P illsbury  in the chair, and all the other members of 
the committee present.

[Several witnesses’ names were called, and they were sworn.]
The Chairm an . Y ou may go on, Mr. Chandler?
Mr. C handler . Mr. Chairman, could you let me know what 

witnesses have not been served upon that summonses were out for?
The C hairm an . I think that all witnesses whose name have 

been handed to the committee have been summoned, except Judge 
Shores of Lee, to whom a telegram was sent, as it was said he 
would come upon a telegram. He responded that he would be 
here to-day. Mr. W. W. Greenough, I understand, is out of town, 
but that he will be here.

Mr. C. P. G reenough. He was called to New York by a tele
gram and went there. I do not know whether he is coming home 
to-day or Monday; but I can send for him.

Mr. Ch andler . I would like to ask him a very few questions, 
and if  he can be here I should like it very much.

The C hairm an . Go on, Mr. Chandler.
Mr. C h an d ler . I should like to call Senator Woodworth.

S enator W oodworth ( recalled) .

Q. (By Mr. C h andler .) Are you well acquainted with Sena
tor Whittier? A. No, sir.

Q. Have you talked with him during the session concerning the 
water gas bill? A. No, sir.

Q. You were aware that he was chairman of a committee to 
investigate that matter? A. Probabty.

Q. Were you not aware of it? A. I say probably aware of it.
Q. Were you aware that he signed the report of that committee ? 

A . I have no personal knowledge that he signed it.
Q. You had an impression that it was so? A. I had such an 

impression.



Q. Were you aware that lie voted in the Senate on the second 
and third reading in favor of the bill, and spoke upon the floor in 
favor of it? A. I have no personal knowledge that he did.

Q. Were you in there when he did it? A. I was not.
Q. Were you aware that strenuous efforts were being made in 

the senate on both sides to secure votes on that matter? A. Prob
ably.

Q. That is with reference to the final vote. Did you know that 
Senator Whittier was one of the most vigorous friends of the bill? 
A. I did not know it, although I knew he favored the bill.

Q. You did not know that he was one of the most vigorous 
friends of the bill ? A . I do not understand what you mean by 
vigorous friends.

Q. I mean that he was earnestly in favor of it. A. I knew 
that he supported the bill.

Q. Now, when Mr. May came to your room, the night before 
the vote for reconsideration, how did the suggestion come up that 
he should see Mr. Whittier? A. My recollection is that it came 
up in this w ay: I was ill at the time, although I think I had been 
at the senate that day ; I think I had. Mr. May was there, as 
he was in the habit of coming there ever}' day, sometimes twice a 
day, especially when I was i l l ; and in the course of our conversa
tion I expressed some interest in regard to the water gas bill. 
That is my recollection of it. I think he said to me, “ Is there 
anything I can do to assist you in the defeat of that bill ? ” My 
reply was in substance,—I am not giving this in exact words, but 
giving my impression of the conversation,— I think my reply was 
that he could not assist me, unless he could influence some votes. 
In the course of our conversation the question came up whether he 
knew any of the senators or n o t; he didn’t know whether he did or 
not. He wanted to know if I had a list of senators. I had a yea 
and nay blank there, and he took it and ran it over. He came to 
Whittier’s name and he suggested that he knew Mr. W hittier; that 
he was a friend of his, and he had no doubt he had some influence 
over Mr. Whittier, and proposed to get him to change his vote, and 
vote against the bill. At any rate he said he would go and see him 
and have a talk with him. That is it, substantially.

Q. When he started to goto  Mr. Whittier’s house was it simply 
with the idea of getting him to vote the other way or stay away? 
A. I do not know, sir. I have no right to assume what Mr. 
May’s ideas were. I only know that he voluntarily offered to go.

Q. You had some hope that he might succeed? A. What do 
you think? That was my natural anticipation.



Q. You had some expectation of it? A. I don’t say I had 
any expectation.

Q. I did not know as you would send a friend upon a wild 
goose chase. A. I did not send a friend. You need not put 
anjT answers into my mouth. I did not send a friend, or ask him 
to do it. I stated that he volunteered to go.

Q. What did Mr. May say to you when he returned ? A. He 
said in substance that Mr. Whittier was so closely identified with 
the bill,— in substance, that he had given it strong support,— 
and it would be impossible to make any change in his position. 
That was the substance of what he said.

Q. Did he state that he had asked him to stay away ? A. No, 
sir.

Q. Did he state that Mr. Whittier had asked him who sent 
him? A. No, sir.

Q. Did he state anything about fifty thousand dollars or one 
thousand dollars? A. No, sir.

Q. He said nothing about it? A. No, sir. He said very 
little to me when he returned.

Q. He seemed to think that Mr. Whittier had decided not to 
change his vote? A. The impression I got from what he said 
was that Mr. Whittier had so far committed himself to the bill, 
and was so closely identified with it, that however much he might 
like to accommodate his friend, Mr. May, it would be impossible 
for him to do so under the circumstances. That was the impres
sion I got from what Mr. May said.

Q. You heard the testimony of Mr. Wrhittier here? A. I did.
Q. After his evidence was given, in which he stated that some 

one had approached him, did you think it referred to Mr. May ? 
A. I had no doubt it referred to him.

Q. Did you go to Mr. Whittier about the matter? A. I did 
not.

Q. When was it you stated to the chairman that you thought it 
meant Mr. Samuel May, and not the other Mr. May? A. I think 
it was Thursday morning.

Q. That was the morning after the investigation? A. I 
think — wait a moment — I think I stated to Senator Pillsbury 
that night that if Senator Whittier did not give the man s name I 
should give it. I think so. I should like to have the chairman 
confirm that, if  he will.

The Ch airm an . My attention was distracted for a moment. 
Please repeat the question.

Senator W oodw orth. The question was asked me when I



stated that I knew the name of the party whom Senator Whittier 
referred to. My replj’ was that I stated to you the night that 
Senator Whittier gave his evidence, — Wednesday night,— that 
if the Senator did not give the man’s name I should.

The C hairm an. Y ou made a statement substantially to that 
effect.

Senator W oodworth. That I should give the man’s name if  
he didn’t.

The C hairm an . I think Mr. May’s name was first mentioned 
the next morning, — Thursday morning.

Q. (By Mr. Ch an d ler .) H ow came you to think it was Mr. 
May from Mr. Whittier’s description? A. Because I knew Mr. 
May had been to him.

Q. But you stated Mr. May said nothing about fifty thousand 
dollars or one thousand? A. No, sir; he did not.

Q. Wasn’t it possible that he referred to somebody e lse ; of 
course j'ou were not sure of it ? A. Of course I was not sure 
of it.

Q. Then why did you speak to the chairman the next morning? 
A. Your questions make me tired.

Q. Possibly you will be more weary when I get through with 
you. A. Perhaps I will.

The Ch airm an . We are pressed for time, Mr. Chandler, and 
the committee think you should confine your questions to matters 
not having so wide a range as is usually allowed upon cross- 
examination.

Mr. N oyes. Mr. Chairman, I do not know how the parties 
are situated in this matter. I was counsel for the Boston Gas 
Light Co. in the investigation in regard to this bill. Had I been 
here in season, I should have made the suggestion that I wish to 
make now. The preliminary investigation in this case has been 
conducted by the committee, so far as relates to members of the 
Senate, in their own way. Now 1 understand that Mr. Chandler—  
for whom he appears other than Mr. Holmes I do not know — has 
a case to submit to this committee. It seems to me that time is 
always saved by knowing the issue, and I think it would be so in 
this case, if we should know what this gentleman asserts or knows, 
or expects to prove, in connection with the passage of this bill. 
As counsel in the matter for parties against whom such grave 
charges are preferred, I desire, in the interest of my clients and of 
myself, that the gentleman state what he proposes to submit and 
what he expects to prove, so that we maj- know the issue in the 
case and understand what to expect.



The C hairm an. It was announced in the commencement that 
this was not a controversy but an inquiry on the part of the Senate 
into any attempts to affect the conduct of its own members upon 
this b ill; we know this committee would rather retain and conduct 
the inquiry in their own hands, but in the interest of a full and 
thorough investigation would not deny the right of any person who 
might appear and claim the right, or desire the privilege of inter
rogating witnesses whom the committee might produce, or of pro
ducing witnesses, and that he should not be denied the right or 
privilege so to do if lie wished it, and if he stated that he expected 
to elicit material evidence by his inquiries. We have required that 
assurance in the case of every witness who has been summoned. 
We shall continue to require it, and the privileges so granted are 
open to anybody who can give that assurance. We considered the 
question also whether we ought to require written charges and 
specifications to be filed, and came to the conclusion that it would 
be likely to waste more time than would be saved, and that no useful 
purpose would be subserved by it. The inquiry will proceed in 
that way, with that privilege to all persons who stand in that posi
tion. Go on. Mr. Chandler.

(By Mr. C h andler .) Mr. Woodworth, did you telegraph or 
write to Mr. May?

(The Chairm an .) I have no doubt that if anybody, who is 
here in the interest of any party, would request it, the committee 
would probably require Mr. Chandler to state what he expects to 
prove, if such a statement is required for the convenience of any 
such persons.

(Mr. N oyes.) A s a lawyer the chairman understands the con
venience of knowing what the issue is, and the inconvenience of 
knowing only the shadowy substance which the gentleman is in
quiring about.

(The C ha irm an .) There is no issue. The subject of inquiry is 
whether improper attempts have been made to influence senators 
upon the water gas bill.

(Mr. N oyes.) But if  Mr. Chandler stated what he expected to 
prove, that would give us some light. But whether it can possibly 
lead to any information cannot now be determined in any sense 
whatever.

(The Ch a ir m a n .) I f  you will state what your interest in the 
inquiry is, and if it appears that you have any proper interest, and 
if you desire Mr. Chandler to state what he expects to prove, I 
will state the facts to the committee.

(Mr. N oyes.) I have stated my interest. I represent as great 
an interest in this matter as Mr. Chandler represents.



(The Chairm an .)  The committee are not aware whom you 
represented before the Committee on Manufactures.

(Mr. N oyes.) It was printed in the report that I represented 
the Boston Gas Light Company.

(The C hairm an .) Are you here in that interest?
(Mr. N oyes.) I was here as counsel for them in the investi

gation.
(The Chairm an .) Do you desire Mr. Chandler to state what 

he expects to prove ?
(Sir. N oyes.) I do.
(Mr. Ch an d ler .) I do not think it is sufficiently shown that he 

has any interest in the investigation.
(The C hairm an .) I think it is fair to assume that he has suf

ficient interest in it.
[The committee consulted.]
(The Chairm an .) I do think it reasonable, Mr. Chandler, if 

you can state what, if anything, you expect to prove affecting the 
Boston Gas Light Co., from which this request comes, and you 
should do so at this stage.

(Mr. C handler .) I want to be very careful in what I say upon 
a delicate question of this sort, as a man ought to be. I have sum
moned gentlemen, who, unless the}’ lie, or are afraid to testify to 
what they have stated— and I shall crowd them all I know how — 
nil! say that they can show that the Boston Gas Light Co. has im
properly used money in this matter. I do not say that they have, 
hut I will try to prove it, and I am going as carefully as I know 
how, because the character of some gentlemen is at stake. I make 
no accusation of this sort myself, but I want to hear the evidence, 
and if it does not prove it well and good. But if the gentlemen 
who have been summoned have the courage to state what they have 
stated to parties who have seen them, they will show it. I hope it 
will not show it. Mr. Holmes represents the other side, and I pro
pose to put him on the stand. The accusation has been made — I 
do not think Mr. Greenough will deny that his brother or father 
have stated that the Standard Oil Co. have put out money to cor
rupt the legislature. If Mr. Noyes is afraid to put his witnesses 
on the stand I am not.

Mr. N oyes. There is no need of your stating my position.
Q. (By Mr. C h an d ler .) Senator Woodworth, did you tele

graph or write Mr. May that evening, after the meeting when Mr. 
Whittier was examined? A. No, sir.

Q. He came to see you the next morning of his own option ? 
A. He so stated.



Q. Will you briefly state what he said to you? Did he come to 
ask you to go blue-fishing, or -whether you thought he was the man 
to whom Mr. Whittier referred ? A. I have no objections to an
swering those questions if it is required.

The Chairm an . The view of the committee in regard to an
swering questions has been stated already. A member of the 
commitee cannot take any other position, and the senator must 
take his own course.

Senator W oodworth. I shall answer the questions, not because 
I think he has a right to ask them. I do not think it is of any in
terest to this committee whether I was going off fishing or not.

The C hairm an . I understand the real question to be, what did 
Mr. May say to j’ou.

Senator W oodworth. I found Mr. May at the hotel about a 
quarter past one o’clock. I went to the hotel from the State House.

Q. (By Mr. C h andler .) This was after the hearing? A. 
About a quarter past one.

Q. I meant after Mr. Whittier’s testimony? A. This was 
Thursday.

Q. Yesterday? A. Thursday. As I understand it, Mr 
Whittier’s testimony was given Wednesday night.

Q. You are right. A. This was Thursdaj' afternoon, about a 
quarter past one, that I saw Mr. May at the hotel when I went to 
dinner. Just what he stated to me I cannot tell. The question of 
Mr. Whittier’s testimony was talked over, and also the question of 
going blue-fishing was talked over. I told Mr. May that I had 
learned from the chairman of the committee that a subpoena had 
been issued for Mr. Russell May, that I had no doubt the man the 
committee -wanted was him, — Samuel May. He replied to me that 
it was not necessary, if the committee wanted him, to issue a 
subpoena, as he would be very glad to appear before the committee. 
I advised him to do so, and he did.

Q. In the examination of Mr. Whittier you asked him why he 
did not kick Mr. May out of his house. Do you remember that? 
A. I remember it.

Q. Do you consider it an insult to ask a man to state why—
The C hairm an . The question is objectionable.
Mr. C h an d ler . The chairman permitted a member of the com

mittee to ask the same question.
The C hairman. The chair did not feel at liberty’' to interrupt a 

member of the committee. The opinion of the gentleman as to 
what was said to a witness is immaterial.

Q. (By Mr. C handler .) Did j'ou ask Senator Morrison by let
ter or telegraph to stay away ? A. Possibly.



Q. Has a 113- gaslight company placed in your hands funds for 
distribution in an 3- way, for entertaining or any other purpose? A. 
As a matter of fact they* have not; but I consider that question an 
insult.

Mr. Ch andler . It is not so intended. It is m3' duty to inquire 
as counsel.

Q. Did you have any conversation with Senators Norris or 
McFarlin on the morning of reconsideration ? A. I might and I 
might not.

Q. Do you recollect win' 3*011 did or not? A. I don’t recol
lect whether I did or not. If I did, I don’t consider it any of 
your business. I conversed with a good many senators.

Q. You know the3- were the two gentlemen who changed their 
votes? A. Yes, sir.

Q. You still say you don’t know whether you had anŷ  conversa
tion with them ? A. I still sa3* I don’t know whether I had or 
not It was my practice about that,time to talk with all senators.

Q. Whichever side they were on? A. Yes, sir.
Q. Did 3'ou tell Mr. May that 3-ou would give him any money 

or take an interest in his patent at the time he went to see Mr. 
Whittier? A. No, sir.

Q. Then y*ou made no definite arrangement with him, if he 
should succeed? A. You would naturally* suppose so, from my 
last answer.

Q. Did you ask Senator Morrison to go down to your room the 
night before reconsideration? A. I don’t know whether I did or 
not.

Q. You don’t recollect about it? A. No, sir ; I don’t think I 
did, because I don’t think he was in the city. My recollection is 
he was not in the city*.

Q. When Senator Norris was testifying, you informed him that 
he was not obliged to answer as to the reason why he changed his 
mind? A. I believe I did.

Q. What was your purpose in that? A. I decline to answer 
what my purpose was, simply because you have no right to ask 
such a question. I didn’t consider that it was any of your busi
ness wdiat his reasons were for changing the vote.

Q. You asked Senator Whittier a question with reference to 
his having certain dies— A. I beg your pardon, I did not ask 
him anything of the kind.

Q. You asked him whether he had done any work for any water 
gas company? A. Yes, sir.

Q. Was your object to throw discredit upon him? A. I don’t 
know whether it is necessary to state what my object was.



Q. Are you willing to state who told you he had any such con
tract for dies? A. I am not willing to state it, for two reasons. 
In the first place I don’t consider it is necessary to state it, and in 
the next place, I don’t remember.

Q. Did you not know that Senator Whittier had explained 
earlier in the hearing that he had had this work? A. No, sir, I 
did not.

Q. One more question. Are you willing at the present time to 
divulge the matter which you said you might state later on, which 
you knew concerning— A. Did I state I had any matter?

Q. I understood you remarked that you might state something 
about another matter. A. You are liable to misunderstand. I 
said I might or might not have certain matters which I might state 
later on.

The Chairm an. The particular answer made by Senator Wood- 
worth was, that if he had any such information, he would decline 
to give it at present. It has not appeared that Senator Woodworth 
had any such information as was inquired into.

Senator W oodworth. I stated in that connection that I had no 
information that would directly affect any senator.

Q. (By Mr. Chandler .)  Have you  ever heard or seen the 
correspondence between Mr. Charles P. Greenough and Mr. 
Whittier in reference to these models?' A. Not a word.

Q. That is all. A. I am not tired.
Q. I told you I expected I would tire you later. A. I expected 

you would.

S enator W hittier ( r e c a l l e d ) .

Q. (By Mr. Chandler.) I would like to ask t’ou, Mr. 
WTiittier, if you had any correspondence with Mr. Charles Grecn- 
ough, some time in April, concerning the water gas matter? A. 
I did.

Mr. Chandler . I should like to offer in evidence three letters 
here, one dated April 14, from Mr. Charles P. Greenough.

The Chairm an. What is the purpose for which these letters are 
offered ?

Mr. Chandler . I think these letters contain a threat.
The Chairman. If you think so, put them in.
Mr. Chandler read the following :

B oston, April 14th, 1884.
CnARi.ES W hittier, Esq. :

D ear Sir, — On my return from the West, I find that the committee 
have reported a bill in favor of allowing the manufacture of water gas; 
and I also learn, from two different and apparently reliable sources, that



you have now in your possession or manufactory plans already prepared 
for the construction of machinery to be used in the manufacture of fuel 
or illuminating water gas. Although I felt several times during the 
hearing that I was personally treated by you with discourtesy, I hesitate 
to believe or repeat this statement without giving you an opportunity to 
deny it. Yours truly,

Charles P. Greenough.

Q. (By Mr. C h an d ler .) Mr. Whittier, you received that let
ter? A. I did.

Mr. Ch andler . I will offer that. I will now read the letter in 
reply:

Boston, April 16, 1884.
Charles P. Greenough, Esq., 39 Court Street, Boston:

Dear Sir , — Yours of the 14th, referring to report of Committee on 
Manufactures, at hand.

The tone of the letter would relieve me from the necessity of making 
any reply. You have evidently been deceived by interested parties, who 
have no other foundation for the statements you repeat than that, some 
months before the election, our company made some water gas 
machinery, and have the plans from which the same was made now on 
hand. I may add that our company has been in the habit of making 
machinery for years, and that nine-tenths of the work done in this line 
is and has been for the coal gas companies, a portion of the same being 
recently in hand for the Quincy Gas Company, our company for years 
having done much for the Roxbury, Jamaica Plain, Brookline, Chelsea 
and Dorchester Companies.

In relation to the personal reference in your letter, will say that I dis
claim entirely any intention or desire to be in the least degree discour
teous to you during the hearing.

Your very unusual allusion to the chairman in the opening portion of 
your argument was, to say the least, uncalled for.

Yours truly,
(Signed) Charles W h ittier .

B oston, April 17th, 1884.
Hon. Charles W h it t ie r :

Dear Sir , — Your favor of yesterday received to-day. I regret that 
you found the tone of my letter to you objectionable, as it was not 
intended so to be. I am also glad to hear that you did not intend to be 
discourteous to me at the hearings. I felt at times that you were so, and 
the fact was noticed by several others; and as I could see no reason 
for it, I alluded to it in my letters to you in my argument. I think if 
you read the report of the evidence, you will see the occasions to which 
I refer.

You do not state in your letter for whom you made the water gas 
machinery. Would it be improper for me to ask for whom you made it?

Yours truly,
Charles P. Greenough.



Q. (By Mr. Ch andler .) Mr. Whittier, these letters were re
ceived by you at the dates mentioned and answered? A. They 
were.

Q. Have you any other statement to make with reference to 
these transactions ? A. No, sir.

Q. I would like to ask j'ou one question. Is there anything 
with reference to the close of your interview with Mr. May that 
you care to state — anything that occurs to you? A. The inter
view was a very protracted one.

Q. I mean at the close ; was there anything that occurs to you? 
I did not know but there might be something ; anything which you 
have not already stated, I mean. But let me ask one question 
which was denied by Mr. May. Did you ask Mr. May directly 
who sent him to you ? A. I did, sei eral times.

Q. What was his reply? A. He said it was a friend who had 
agreed to help him out or assist him.

Q. And when he went away, urging you to stay away if you 
would not change your vote, having reference to assistance to him
self, what did he say? A. Mr. May seemed to be under a tre
mendous impulse to succeed in his attempt to get me to change. 
Just before he left he made a remark which I propose, in view of 
the state of the case as it is, to give. He stated that, if I would 
change my vote, “ I  will pray for 3rou, Mr. Whittier.” [Laughter.]

The C hairm an . Anything more, Mr. Chandler?
Mr. Ch an d ler . No, sir.
Q. (By Mr. N oyes.) This praying was to be in addition to the 

thousand dollars? A. I do not know, sir.
Q. Do you know where the works are now that the machinery, 

or whatever it may have been, was manufactured for? A. I know 
where they were sent.

Q. Where? A. Part to Holyoke,part to Taunton. We made 
only portions of the work.

Q. None of it sent to Lynn? A. Never.
Q. (By Mr. Ch an d ler .) D o you understand that the class of 

work which you made could be used in the State under the Massa
chusetts laws?

The C hairm an . It does not seem to be of the slightest con
sequence. There is no imputation cast upon Mr. Whittier in 
connection with this matter of manufacturing the works.

Q. (B y  Senator W oodworth.) When Mr. May left you the 
night of that interview, when he was about to leave, did you shake 
hands with him before he left ? A. I could not say ; I do not 
think I did.



Q. Will you swear that you didn’t? A. No, I will not.
Q. Did you express an}' pleasure at his having called upon you? 

A. I did when he came.
Q. Did you invite him to call again? A. I did not.
Q. You won’t swear that you shook hands with him when he 

left. A. No, because I don’t recollect about that.
Q. You will swear that you did not kick him out of the house? 

A. If I should be asked to, I would.
Q. (B y the C h airm an .) Senator Whittier, were you fright

ened by Mr. Greenough’s threats? A. No, sir.
Q. (By Mr. G reenough .) Did you consider that a threat? 

A. I should say it was an implied threat.
Q. (By Mr. Ch an d ler .) Did you consider that necessarily a 

part o f the letter, or was it interjected into it —  this assertion with 
reference to your m aking water gas machinery ? A. I would like 
to have you put that question again. I  want to be careful how I  
answer it.

Q. I would like to know whether you considered it was any
thing that led up to the statement that had been made to you, that 
you were making water gas machinery? Had anything appeared 
in the letter that led up to that? A. I  don’t know. I under
stood it to be that I was involved in manufacturing water-gas 
machinery.

The Ch airm an . Y ou have already stated, and we do not think 
it worth while to pursue that subject.

Mr. Ch an d ler . That is, if Mr. Whittier —
The Ch airm an . Call the next witness, Mr. Chandler.
Mr. C h andler . Mr. Greenough would like to be put upon the 

stand now, so I will call him.

Charles P . G reenough  (sworn).

Mr. G reenough. I would like to make a statement. As long 
as those letters were put in, it is only fair that I should make the 
statement now. I  had not the slightest intention of using any 
threat or intimidation of any sort whatever. But as I said in the 
letter, through the hearing I thought that Mr. Whittier had treated 
me with considerable discourtesy, and when I got back from the 
West I heard this story about his making water gas machinery, 
and I thought it was fair not to repeat it or believe it without 
writing him and asking him personally about it. I thought him 
entirely an honest man, and thought it would not be fair to repeat 
such a story without writing to headquarters, so I wrote to him 
about the facts. Somebody told me that his brother was making



water gas machinery clown at Taunton. I then wrote him what 
I thought was a full letter, without the slightest intention of intimi
dating him in any way. I wrote the letter and he replied, and have 
not repeated it since. I do not see that there is any intimidation 
in it, and I had no intention of any intimidation.

Q. (By the C hairm an .) I s that all the statement you desire 
to make? A. Yes, sir.

Q. Do you think it was proper or respectful to address to a 
senator a letter in which you appeared to assume that because he 
had made some machinery for a water gas company, his vote was 
likely to be affected by it? A. I do not think the letter assumes 
that, Mr. Pillsbury ; I did not assume it.

The Ch airm an . Very good, if  you did not take that view of 
the letter. Mr. Chandler, any further inquiries?

Q. (By Mr. C h an d ler .) Were you the means of supplying 
Mr. Woodworth with the suggestion in reference to that transac
tion? A. No, sir.

Q. You did not suggest that Mr. Woodworth put that question 
to Mr. Whittier? A. No, sir.

Q. Was your whole purpose in interjecting that sentence in 
reference to water gas in the letter, speaking of the discourtesy' on 
the part of Mr. Whittier — was your whole purpose simply to find 
out whether he was manufacturing water gas machinery? A. 
Yes, sir.

Q. What information did you have at the time that he was, or 
that made you doubt, that made it necessary to address that letter?

The C h airm an . We have stated twice that we do not consider 
it worth while to pursue the relation of Mr. Whittier as a manufac
turer to the water gas companies any further.

Mr. C h an d ler . I was rather asking the question from the other 
line — whether this wasn’t an attempt to make it uncomfortable 
for Mr. Whittier as a member of the legislature. But I will drop 
it here.

Mr. G reenough. The report had been made, or of course I 
should not have written such a letter. Of course I would not have 
written such a letter before the report was made. The report was 
made, and the thing was over, as I understood. I knew that he 
had made up his mind.

(Mr. Ch an d ler .) I  should not have put those questions had 
not an effort appeared to have been made to smut Mr. Whittier’s 
character. I thought the party who took the note or memorandum 
to the senator was from Mr. Greenough.

(The C hairm an .) I supposed it was offered in that connection,



but do not think it made any impression upon anybody’s mind, ex
cept, possibly, Senator Woodworth’s. Will there be any further 
inquiries of Mr. Greenough?

(Mr. Ch andler .) You were counsel at the water gas investiga
tion for the Boston Gas Light Co. ? A. I was counsel for a 
number of companies.

Q. For the association of gas companies ? A. N o; there is no 
association.

Q. I thought there was a New England association? A. Yes; 
but they did not appear here as an association.

Q. Can you state who else was employed here for the same 
parties that you represented, either as counsel or in the lobby? 
A. Well, Mr. Cummings appeared. I think he was employed by 
the New Bedford and Fall River companies, if I am not mistaken. 
Mr. Allen, of Sj)ringfield, appeared for the Springfleld and North
ampton companies. Mr. Noyrns was associated with me. I do 
not remember anybody else.

Q. Have you any knowledge of who was employed in the 
lobby? A. N o; very little. I think that Mr. Nichols, if I  am 
not mistaken, was employed.

Q. Was Mr. Young employed? A. I don’t know whether he 
was or not. I am not quite sure that I know Mr. Young by sight.

Q. Was Mr. Nichols employed by the association or the Boston 
company ? A. I do not know.

Q. You don’t recollect anybody else that was employed? A» 
I had very little to do with that part of it. I don’t remember.

Q. Have you any knowledge of the moneys that were expended 
either in the lobby7, or for refreshments, or in any other way? A. 
No, sir.

Q. No personal knowledge of that? Can you tell me who 
has? A. I do not know certainly, but I suppose my father would 
know if anybody would.

Q. As treasurer of the Boston Gas Light Co., or is he also 
treasurer of the association? A. No, sir; there is no association 
with power, as I know of.

Q. Have you not knowledge of a pool having been made by 
the gas companies of Massachusetts to put in a certain amount of 
money to carry on this thing here? A. No, sir.

Q. No knowledge of that at all? Have no knowledge of the 
means that were used, or the cause that changed any votes in the 
Senate? A. No, sir—. You mean at the beginning or end?

Q. At the end. A. No, sir. I had formed an opinion, but I 
had no knowledge of it.



Q. Did you have any conversation which you recollect with 
reference to the lobby expenses with any officer of the company? 
A. No ; I don’t remember.

Q. Then you know nothing, apparently, on that subject of ex
penditures of money? A. No, sir.

Q. (By the Chairm an .) I s your father treasurer of the com
pany ? A. He is agent and treasurer of the company.

Q. Isn’t he president? A. No, sir.
Q. Who is president? A. Thomas L. Little.
Q. What is your brother’s position—Malcolm? A. He is

assistant engineer. Just now he is taking the part of superin
tendent. The superintendent is very ill, and has been obliged to 
go away, and he is taking his place.

Mr. Ch an d ler . I respectfully request that Mr. W. W. Green- 
ough be requested to appear here.

Mr. G reenough . He was summoned to New York by Mr. 
Rowlane, who has been building a very large tank at Commercial 
Point for us, and which began to leak. He telegraphed to my 
father to come there, and he went on. My father wrote my brother 
yesterday that he would come on at any time he was wanted. So 
I will telegraph him at once.

F rank  D. A llen  (sworn).
Mr. C h an d ler . I summoned Mr. Allen several days ago, and 

‘wrote and telegraphed him, and endeavored to have an interview 
with him. He has not seen fit to let me see him, and so I offer 
him under those circumstances.

Mr. A ll e n . I received a telegram from Mr. Chandler yesterday. 
But as I did not know what it was for, and had made my arrange
ments for yesterday, I did not choose to break them.

Q. (By Mr. C h an d ler .) Mr. Allen, do you know Mr. Young? 
A. Yes.

Q. Can you relate to me any conversation that may have hap
pened between you and him when other parties were present, at 
the State House, within the course of a month, in which Mr. Young 
referred to a certain meeting of a number of gentlemen in an office, 
talking the water-gas matter over. Just bring that to your mind. 
A. I never heard any such conversation at all. I never was pres
ent in the State House at aDy interview at which Mr. Young was 
present. I never was present at any hearings— never met him at 
an y; and never have seen him at the State House during the last 
winter.

Q. Have you seen him anywhere else? A. I think I may 
have seen him or met him on the street, possibly.



Q. Can you not recollect a conversation with Mr. Young, where 
he stated that Judge Shores and himself and two other gentlemen 
were discussing the expenditure of money in the water-gas matter? 
A- I don’t remember any such conversation.

The Chairm an . Mr. Chandler, do we understand that you are 
leading up to an attempt to improperly influence the action of any 
senator ?

Mr. Ch an d ler . Most decidedly. (To witness.) Then you 
swear that you have had no conversation with Mr. Young in which 
he referred to the water-gas bill? A. No ; I don’t say that, sir. 
Your question was entirely different.

Q. Have you had any conversation with Mr. Young, in which 
he referred to the water-gas bill ? A. I  think I met him where he 
spoke about it, some little time ago.

Q. Can you recollect what he said? A. I don’t recollect that 
he said anything specially about it in any way, shape, or manner.

Q. Did he mention the name of Judge Shores in reference to it? 
A. Yes, I think he mentioned the name of Judge Shores : said 
something about Shores being empk>3Ted ; but as I was not inter
ested in any way, shape or manner, I don’t recall much of the con
versation.

Q. Did he say how much Shores received for his employment, 
or how much he had to expend, or anything of that sort? A. I  
don’t seem to recollect. I think he did state some sum that Mr. 
Shores had asked for the purpose of conducting the hearing ; but 
what amount I do not recall. It was not a matter, as I have stated, 
that interested me at all, and I had not the slightest idea that I had 
ever been ass enough to talk to anybody about it.

The Chairm an . Mr. Chandler, Mr. Young is now present.
Q. (By Mr. C h an d ler .) There may have been somebody 

else present at the conversation? A. Yes, and they might not 
have talked about it.

Q. Do j'ou recollect who Judge Shores asked this of? A. 
Well, I don’t exactly recollect. I think — I think he said some
thing about the old companies, but I think that was all. I asked 
no questions. I did not consider it an improper suggestion.

Q. Did he say that Mr. Malcolm Greenough, Mr. Shores and 
Mr. Young and Mr. Beard, were not in the office together, dis
cussing this question — was there anything of that? A. He did 
not to my knowledge.

Q. Well, won’t you please recollect? A. I am willing to 
recollect. When I say I don’t recollect, I  do not mean to express 
a desire to conceal anything. This was a conversation like any



other conversation on the street. It did not make any impression 
upon me. I do not think Mr. Young made use of any such expres
sion in my hearing.

Q. What did he say about Shores getting the money ? A. I 
think there was some statement about Judge Shores’ asking $5,000 
from the old companies, and I think they thought he asked too 
much and offered $1,000. That is all there is to it.

Q. Now, that is a part of the conversation as stated to me. 
Cannot you recollect who thought it was too much ? A. I don’t 
think Mr. Young told me.

Q. Wasn’t there something said about this meeting at an office, 
or about some representative of the old gas company being there ? 
A. I am sure I do not recollect that.

Q. Cannot remember ? A. Possibly it might have been said, 
but it didn’t make any impression upon my mind.

The C hairm an . In order to save time, Mr. Chandler, and rather 
than waste time in exciting the memory of the witness, you may 
lead him. There is no objection to it.

Q. (By Mr. C h andler .) Did Mr. Young state to you that he 
was representing the Boston Gas Light Company, and that at a 
meeting in an office in the neighborhood of Pemberton Square, in 
which Mr. M. S. Greenough, Judge . Shores and Mr. Young were 
present — Mr. Beard afterwards joining in the meeting — that a 
discussion took place as to whether Shores could get the vote of 
two senators for $10,000? A. To the best of mjT knowledge he 
never said anything of the kind in my hearing.

Q. Nothing of that kind? A. Nothing of that kind. I think 
I  have stated all he said.

Q. He simply said he thought he ought to have $5,000, and the 
old company would not give it to him? A. Yes, sir, and that 
they thought $1,000 was enough. That is as I stated it.

Q. Who spoke of the old company? A. I could not say.
Q. l lo w  did he come to make this observation ? Did he simply 

boil this thing, that Shores wanted $5,000, and the old com
pany didn’t want to give him but one? A. I am sure I do not 
know how much he boiled it. I might have boiled it.

Q. You say you cannot recollect anything more than what you 
have stated. I do not see how I can refresh your memory. It is 
rather a startling assertion to make about people, from whatever 
source it comes, and I should have thought it might have lingered 
in your mind. A. Well, as to the fact that he suggested $5,000, 
I thought it was a pretty good retainer; and as an attorney I 
should not object to a retainer of $1,000 or $5,000, and should not 
care whether it came from the old company or the new one.



Q. Did you think which you would prefer? A. I should pre
fer the five. I thought the old companj' ought to be rather more 
generous.

Q. Have you ever, to your recollection, repeated that interview 
so far as you can recollect ? A. I  don’t recollect.

Q. Mention it in detail. A. I may have talked it over in my 
office with Mr. Ernst, but I don’t know.

Q. (By Mr. N otes.) Did you understand that this was for the 
purpose of purchasing any votes, or for Mr. Shores as counsel? A. 
do not think it is materially what he understood.

Mr. N oyes. I understood he said it was to employ Mr. Shores 
as counsel to conduct the case or assist in conducting the case. Is 
that Siamese? I understand you use some such language as that.

Mr. A llen . Well1,1  suppose —
The Chairm an. N o matter what you suppose.
Mr. A llen . I know nothing about it.
The Chairm an . State anything that was stated.
Mr. N otes. I simply asked him that case. I understood him 

to state that before the committee.
The Chairm an. Mr. Allen will state the whole conversation,, 

but not any inferences.
Mr. A llen . T hat is all.
Mr. Ch andler . That is all, Mr. Allen. I wish I could revive 

your memory a little.

G eorge W. Y oung (sworn).
Q. (By Mr. Ch an d ler .) Mr. Young, were you in the employ 

of the Boston Gas Light Co. ? A. I was employed by Mr.. 
Noyes, and have not been to the Boston Gas Co.’s office but 
once or twice during the whole fight. I was employed by Mr. 
Noyes to post him on matters as they came before the legislature. 
I have been to his office a great many times.

Q. What did you go to the Boston Gas Co.’s office for? A. I 
was sent there by Mr. Noyes.

Q. With reference to the water gas matter? A. Well, it was 
in connection with this matter that was before the legislature.

Q. Have you received any payment from the old Boston Gas 
Co.? A. No, sir; that is the worst of it. I haven’t had any 
money to use. I  should have been called to have it, sir.

The C hairm an . 1 wish to ask at what stage he was employed, 
or did you ask him ?

Q. (By Mr. C h an d ler .) Was it while the bill was pending 
in the Senate? A. I think it was while Mr. Noyes was employed



here as counsel. He was away, and occasionally I would go and 
see him, and he wanted to know how the matter was getting along.

Q. Did you understand you were employed by Mr. Noyes or 
the Boston Gras Company in this matter? A. I don’t know 
whether he was employed by the Boston Gas Light Company or 
other companies. He was here as counsel, and 1 was employed to 
post him up on matters before this legislature.

Q. Then you had no interest in the bill except to keep Mr. 
Noyes informed on it? A. Well, of course, as every one was 
interested to defeat the bill, as well as those to carry it, I felt an 
interest on that side of the question against the water gas.

Q. Have you received from anybody any money to be used in 
the processes of this campaign? A. I have not, sir ; not even for 
myself to use. not even to give a dinner to any senator or any 
member of the House.

Q. Do you recollect the meeting at which Judge Shores was 
present, and Mr. M. S. Greenough, and later on, Mr. Beard? 
A. No, sir ; I never have mentioned this question to Judge Shores 
during this legislature nor met him in regard to it.

Q. Nothing at all? A. Never once.
Q. You heard Mr. Allen’s testimony ? A. I heard a portion 

of it.
Q. That you told him that Shores wanted five thousand dollars, 

and the Gas Light Company thought one thousand dollars was 
enough? A. I told him what I  had heard, and I think later you 
will find parties who know more about it than I. I never spoke to 
Judge Shores in regard to this question once ; and, furthermore, I 
never met him with Mr. Greenough. Furthermore, I told Mr. 
Allen what I heard ; that Mr. Shores came here, over to the old com
panies, and he didn’t receive such compensation as an attorney as 
he wanted, and asked one thousand dollars for his services, and 
they did not give him that, and the next night he was down to 
Lynn with the water gas people. I think I told him that. That 
was on the street. As for Judge Shores, I think he will say I 
never said a word to him.

Q. Who told you that Judge Shores wanted five thousand 
dollars? A. Not five, but one. I think it was Mr. Robert 
Nichols or Mr. Foster, and I think I heard it from others. It was 
common report. What bothered us so was that Mr. Shores should 
be so seen with the other parties in Lymn.

Q. We will have the judge here and see about it before we get 
through. Do you know of any money having been paid to any sen
ators for their influence ? A. No, sir. I  shouldn’t pay any money



myself unless I had some ; and that, I am free to say, I haven’t had. 
I saw by the paper that I had made a statement to Mr. Fessenden, 
that I offered him two hundred and fifty dollars. I  never had any 
such conversation with Mr. Fessenden in my life. Mr. Fessenden 
never told anybody so. He was here this week, and he told me 
that parties had been to him to find out if he had been offered 
money, and he told me of it. This was the first information of it. 
I always supposed that Mr. Fessenden was a water gas man.

The Chairm an . The witness will please not state suppositions, 
but facts.

Q. (By Mr. Ch andler .) You swear you never offered to give 
him $225 or $250 to change his vote ? A. No, sir ; I never had 
any conversation with him about this matter until we had these 
hearings here ; never in my life. I had business with Mr. Fessen
den on the Cape Cod Company, and always supposed he was in 
favor of water gas.

The Chairman. The chair must again caution the witness not 
to state what he supposes. It is of no consequence, but a waste 
of time.

Mr. Y oung. I supposed I  had a right to bring up this matter o f  
the $250, as it has been in the papers.

The Chairm an. Any matter of fact you may testify in regard 
to.

Mr. Y oung. Then I have nothing here but hearsay.
Q. (By Mr. C h an d ler .) Did you have an interview at which 

Mr. Beard was present with Mr. Greenough? A. No, sir, I 
never mentioned this matter to Mr. Beard in my life, to my knowl
edge.

Q. You think it was Mr. Nichols who told you? A. I think 
it was, because I know it made a difference —

Senator W oodworth. Never mind, just answer the question.
Mr. Y oung. I think it was Mr. Nichols.
Mr. Chandler . What were j’ou going to say? I did not 

understand the purport of it.
The Chairm an. What he was proceeding to say was of no con

sequence. He had answered your question, and was proceeding to 
disclose the state of his mind, which is immaterial, when he was 
interrupted.

Q. (By Mr. C h an d ler .) Have you had any talk with Senator 
Woodworth about securing votes? A. I think I spoke to Senator 
Woodworth one day, and he gave me to understand that he did 
not want me talk with him ; so I didn’t.

Q. Did he give you any reason why he didn’t want you to talk 
with him? A. No, sir.



Q. Did you see Mr. Norris or Mr. McFarlin? A. No, sir.
A. Didn’t see them at all? A. I saw them, but I  didn’t 

say anything to them. I saw Mr. Norris, but not to speak with 
him.

Q. Will you please state briefly what you told Mr. Allen ? A. 
I think I have stated, sir. I met him on the street, and stated 
what I have stated to you.

Q. Didn’t you tell him that you thought there had been a good 
deal of money used in this thing? A. We are not here to state 
what we supposed.

The C hairm an . What you said to Mr. Allen is a fact.
Mr. Y oung. I m ay have stated it. I  don’t know. It is merely 

an inference.
Q. (By Mr. Chandler .) Did you state to Mr. Allen how 

much money was used on this matter? A. Which way? Noton  
my side.

Q. Did you state that there had been much money  ̂used by the 
water gas people? A. That was the supposition. I presume I 
did. It is believed that there has been.

Q. Have you any knowledge that any money had been used by 
the water gas people? A. No, sir ; I have not.

Q. (By Senator J otner.) If the counsel didn’t ask you the 
same thing, I should like to ask you about what was told me by 
Mr. Fessenden. What I said was that Mr. Fessenden told me 
that you, or someone else, offered him §250 to get Norris to go 
out of the room, or absent himself at the time the vote was taken 
— not to change his vote ? A. Well, it went into the papers that 
it was myself, and I think I should like to set it right, so that 
if  I met a neighbor he might not accuse me wrongfully.

Q. I ask whether it is true that you offered Fessenden §250 to 
get Norris to absent himself ? A. I never said so to Fessenden, 
to my knowledge, for I never had any money from the com
pany, and none of my own to give him.

Q. (By the C hairm an .) Did you ever ask or try to get any
body to try to get Mr. Norris to absent himself ? A. No, sir; 
not with money.

Q. Did you in any way? A. I don’t recollect now.
Q. What did you mean by saying you did, and referring to 

money? A. If we should offer to pay money, or pay money, we 
should consider it bribery, which I never do. If I can use proper 
influence with a senator to try to get him to vote with us, as is the 
custom —

Q. No matter about the custom. Did you ever try to get him 
to absent himself ? A. No, sir.



Q. What did you mean just now when I asked you that, and 
you replied that you never did with money ? A. I meant to say 
that I never tried to bribe a senator in my life.

Q. Did you ever hear of anybody trying to get Senator Norris 
to absent himself? A. No, sir.

Q. Were you ever asked to try to get him to absent himself? 
A. No, sir.

R obert C. N ichols (sworn).
Q. (By Mr. Chandler .) Y ou have heard the testimony of 

Mr. Young, that you observed to him that Shores wanted a thou
sand, or something of that sort? Do yrou recollect the conversa
tion? A. If you will put the question about Judge Shores, I 
suppose I know as much about his coming to Boston, and having 
attempted to be engaged by the Boston Gas Co., as any one ; and 
if you will put the question so you will cover the whole ground, 
and will be kind enough to let me state the whole facts, I will 
endeavor to do so.

The Chairman. Y ou will allow the committee to judge o f the 
propriety o f the question.

Senator W oodworth. I have no objection to the story. Mr. 
Cross was allowed to go on to the stand the other day, and 
told his story, regardless of any connection it might have with 
this hearing. I disapproved of it. If he is allowed to do it, 
I don’t see any objection to these witnesses being allowed to do 
the same.

The C hairman. N o objection has been raised. Put the ques
tion, Mr. Chandler.

Q. (By Mr. C h an d ler .) Please tell this story, then. A. It 
is no story.

Q. It must be a fact, or you would not state it here under oath. 
I want to know what you told Mr. Young. A. I don’t under
stand that Mr. Young said I told him.

Q. I think he did. A. Very likely I did.
Q. State what you know about it. A. I told Mr. Shores to 

go down and see Mr. Greenough, senior,— W. W .,— and put his 
price at a thousand dollars.

Q. Price for what? A. For his services.
Q. As what? A. To come into the case as a lobbyist or 

counsel, whichever way you may see fit to put it.
Q. Well, go on. A. Mr. Greenough said he didn’t like the 

looks of the man.
Q. Whom did he tell that to? A. To me, s ir ; and he thought



the price exorbitant, and he didn’t wish to have anything to do 
with Judge Shores.

Q. That is, at a thousand dollars ? A. That he didn’t wish to 
have anything to do with him, and didn’t wish to employ him on 
the case.

Q. Did Mr. Greenough state anything more? A. He said 
Judge Shores told him he had stayed down here over night at the 
hotel, and he thought he ought to have something for his services, 
and he told Mr. Greenough so, and Mr. Greenough told me he 
paid for his trouble and services in coming down, and the cost of 
staying at the hotel.

Q. That was for coming down, or for legal services? A. That 
was for coming down and having conversation, and fixing the price 
for services to be rendered that were not rendered.

Q. Can you tell me why Judge Shores remained here? A. He 
was here a day before I had the means to have a meeting of the 
parties. The reason he came to have anything to do with the case 
was that I met him in the State House on other business. I had 
nothing to say to him. I sent a party for him.

Q. What party did you send to see him ? A. I sent Mr. Levi 
Reynolds out to Berkshire Countj- to see him.

Q. What did you tell him? A. If you will allow me to state 
the facts I will tell you the story connectedly.

The Chairm an . There is no objection to your proceeding, but 
don’t make any comments.

Mr. N ichols. I wish to clear Mr. Shores from any imputation 
in this matter.

The Chairm an. I s there any objection to allowing the witness 
to state the steuy as he desires? [Pause.] The committee see 
none. Go on, Mr. Nichols.

Mr. N ichols. Mr. Chairman, I considered it my business to 
bring whatever influence I could to bear upon my side of the 
question.

The C hairm an . You are not to state what you considered to be 
your duty. State facts.

Mr. N ichols. I will state facts. I met Mr. Shores in the State 
House, and I think it was the same day that he returned to his 
home that I made up my mind we ought to have him on the case, — 
that we ought to have some home influence from Berkshire County 
and the western part of the State. [Laughter.] I ascertained where 
his town -was. I had forgotten his residence and I sent a messenger 
by rail to see Mr. Shores and ask him if he had any objection to 
working on the case with me. This messenger went, and although



knowing Mr. Shores only by my description, yet he carried 
the description in his mind and met him on the train, going from 
Pittsfield to Lee, and he went up to him and asked if  he was Judge 
Shores, and he said he was. He told him his business as he was 
told in regard to the price. The messenger came up the next day 
and made his report to me as to what he was to do. I considered 
the price which he —

The Chairm an. No m atter what you considered.
Mr. N ichols. It has an important connection with this $1,000.
The Chairman. Go on and state what you did.
Mr. N ichols. I considered the price too high [laughter] for 

the work to be accomplished. The next day I took the mes
senger down to the United States Hotel and made a telegram, and 
told him the price of the horses was too high, and that he had 
better come down to Boston. Judge Shores came down to Boston, 
and I met him the next day, by appointment, and told him I would 
like to have him on the case, and he had better come and see Mr. 
Greenough, but I thought the price was too high. He went and 
saw Mr. Greenough and had his interview with him at my sugges
tion. I went and saw Mr. Greenough after that interview. Mr. 
Greenough told me that Judge Shores charged $1,000, and he 
thought it was an outrage, and he didn’t like the looks of the man, 
and he didn’t want to have anything to do with him, and he was sorry 
that he came to Boston. Well, I told him that I was very sorry 
that I could not make some arrangement to get the judge, and that 
the judge had got an influence in the western part of the State and 
would help us considerably on the case. Well, another day I went 
there, and he was there to see Mr. Greenough again. The next 
visit I made to Mr. Greenough he told me that the judge 
had demanded compensation for his services in coming to Boston 
and remaining at the United States Hotel through my means, and 
that he had paid him a compensation ; but he did not state, and I 
did not ask him, the amount; and the judge went home. Before 
the judge returned home, I met him at the »State House. I told him 
I was sorry he could not make terms with Mr. Greenough, — that 
we had a good case and we wanted all the influence we could. 
The judge thought that it was no more than a fair amount for the 
parties he was acquainted with,— mentioning Senator Joyner and 
several other senators and representatives in that district. That 
ended the Judge Shores matter, and that is all I know about it.

Q. (By Mr. C h a n d l e r .) Did not the ju d g e  s ta y  around here 
after that conversation? He didn’t go home? A. I understood 
he was down with a large party of representatives at Lynn the 
next night, to a supper given by the water gas people.



Q. After that he was at the State House considerably. Did 
you see him? A. I think I saw him afterwards.

Q. Were you ever present where Judge Shores was present 
with Mr. Greenough? A. I think I was.

Q. Where was that? A. In Mr. Greenough’s office. I was 
only there for a moment. I paid no attention to them, because 
whatever talk the}1 had I didn’t wish to know anything about; and 
I retired. It is not my habit to be present and force myself into 
gentlemen’s conversation.

The C hairm an . That is enough. Go on with the evidence.
Q. (By Mr. C h andler .) Will you state who employed you in 

this matter? A. Mr. Greenough.
Q. Which Mr. Greenough? A. The elder.
Q. Have you been paid for your services? A. Not a cent.
Q. Have you had any money to disburse in any way? A. I 

have disbursed money, but have received none.
Q. Will you kindly state what that money was disbursed for? 

A. One disbursement was, that the reporter of the “ Star” came 
to me and said he had a splendid article in there against water 
gas, and he thought it would be a good thing to circulate ; and I 
sent down and bought three hundred copies, and I paid the bill.

Q. And have you charged it up? A. I have a memorandum 
of it. I don’t know whether I shall get it again.

Q. Any other disbursements? A. I took a trip down to 
Haverhill, and went down to see Senator Bowley.

Q. Did you meet him there? A. I  did.
Q. What was the object of your visit? A. I was informed 

about three o’clock in the afternoon that the water gas people were 
trying to have Senator Bowley break his pair with Senator Joyner. 
I asked Mr. Young if he could not go to Haverhill and see Senator 
Bowley, and he said n o ; that he had an engagement and could 
not go, and that I had better go. I went on the ten minutes past 
four train, and had my interview with him.

Q. Did you arrange satisfactorily with him, and not have him 
break his pair ? A. I didn’t arrange anything with him.

Q. I mean did he not break his pair? A. I asked Senator 
Bowley if he had had any parties to see him about breaking his 
pair with Senator Joyner, and he said he had, and he had received 
a telegram from Senator Currier; and I asked him what word he 
had to send back, and he said he was not a friend of water gas 
companies, and was opposed to water gas ; he would not break his 
pair. He said he had received letters from Senator Cross and 
others.



Q. Who told you he was going to break his pair ? A. I think 
it was in the lobby that I heard it.

Q. Do you recollect? A. I don’t know that I do. It might 
have been Mr. Young, or somebody else.

Q. You stated that the sums of money disbursed were not 
spent in the way of entertaining members? A. I  never enter
tained a member of the legislature, not even to the cost of a five- 
cent cigar, in this matter.

Q. Are those the only two instances in which you have spent 
money, in which you charged it up to the gas company? A. I 
think that is all the money I have expended or promised to pay.

Q. Did you pay Reynolds’s expenses ? A. No, sir.
Q. You think that those are the only expenditures in this cam

paign that you have made? A. I know they are the only 
expenses, because I know I never received a cent from Mr. 
G-reenough.

Q. Did you make any arrangement with Mr. Greenough as to 
how much you were to receive? A. No, sir; I never do with a 
gentleman like Mr. G-reenough, or any corporation.

Q. Have you any knowledge of any money being paid to any 
senator, or any money improperly used ? A. I have no personal 
knowledge of any money being offered or given to any senator. I 
have heard that senators have been bought, and that is all.

Q. Do you recollect who told you? A. The day before the 
bill came up in the Senate for a third reading, I think it was about 
12 o’clock, just before the House adjourned, Mr. Cross of Newbury- 
port came out of the senate chamber. I was standing by the cham
ber door. “ You coal gas fellows have been buying up senators.” 
Said I : “ What?” “ Why,” said he, “ there are two senators that 
have been with us from the commencement that are now against us, 
and they must have been bought.” Said I : “ Mr. Cross, you are 
known to be in favor of the water gas bill, and as a worker in favor 
of it. I should be very sorry to hear any one make that charge 
against you. It is a very serious charge to make against anyone.” 
That was all the conversation.

Q. Did you see Mr. Norris and Mr. McFarlin on that day as to 
whether they were going to change their votes? A. No, sir; I 
never had any conversation with them on the day they changed 
their votes, and not on the day before.

Q. Have you ever received a check from any one in payment 
of this matter? A. A what?

Q. A check. A. I have just testified that I never have re
ceived any compensation in this matter in any way.



Q. Has anybody in connection with a coal gas company or a
water gas company handed you a chock for anybody else? A.
No check, money, or anything of the kind—

Q. Wait a moment. Do you state here that no official con
nected with the old gas company has ever handed you a check for
anybody ? A. No official connected with it or opposed to it in any 
way has handed me a check, nor one cent of money in any shape, 
up to the present moment.

Q. I said for you or for anybody else. A. Never went through 
my hands. I have never seen a check or a dollar, and never have 
seen the value of one cent from any gentleman connected with the 
old gas company or the new. What money I have paid out I have 
paid out of my own pocket, and it is less than ten dollars.

Q. You do not know of any one else having expended any 
money in this campaign? A. I do not. I never heard of one.

Q. Can you recollect what you told Mr. Young in reference to 
Judge Shores? A. I think very likely I told Mr. Young that 
Judge Shores wouldn’t be with us, because he charged $1,000, and 
Mr. Greenough thought the price exorbitant.

Q. About what date was it Judge Shores came down here ; about 
what time in the fight? A. It was while the hearing was going 
on.

Q. From that time until the end have you had airy conversation 
with Judge Shores? A. I have never spoken to Judge Shores, ex
cept to bow to him once or twice, since the conversation about his 
failure to be put on the case.

Q. Who else, to your knowledge, was employed in the loMty or 
for lobby purposes in the interest of the coal gas companies ? A. 
Who else?

Q. Who else besides Mr. Young and yourself? A. Well, Mr. 
Levi Reynolds of Hyde Park ; Mr. Ball of Belmont.

Q. Did you state that Judge Shores said, or did you say that 
you said, that Judge Shores was worth $1,000 because he could in
fluence senators and representatives in his district? A. That he 
said he was worth it.

Q. Did he say so or did you say so? A. I never said so.
Q. Did you make the remark that he told Mr. Greenough that 

he could influence senators? A. I don’t know what his conversa
tion was with Mr. Greenough.

Q. Did he say that to you ? A. Yes, sir; that he thought it 
was a moderate price to come down here for; that he would have 
to remain at the hotel, and he thought he ought to have that 
amount. Personally I found no fault with the amount, and never 
do.



Q. What was j'our arrangement with Judge Shores, and what 
did you ask him to do? A. To do just the same as I did ; to use 
his personal influence upon senators and representatives to go 
against the change in the law — his personal influence. There 
never was anything asked of Judge Shores, or from me to Judge 
Shores, or from him to me, that he should do anything more than 
use his personal influence.

Q. Did Judge Shores suggest any particular person whom he 
could influence? A. He thought he knew several well enough to 
influence them. I don’t know but he mentioned some. He merely 
gave a list of his acquaintances. He said nothing about his influ
ence. A man is worth in the lobby what his acquaintance is.

Q. Have you the list Judge Shores gave you? A. No, sir; 
he had no list.

Q. Didn’t he have a list of those he could influence? A. No, 
sir; he did not. Judge Shores made no promises. It is a poor 
lobby man who makes promises.

The C h airm an . The witness must confine himself to stating 
facts, and not make observations.

Q. For whom did you make this arrangement with Judge 
Shores? A. I did it rather on my own account. I thought he 
would be a valuable man to help me. Mr. Greenough knew noth
ing about it at the start. It was the same as I went to Haverhill. 
By the wajr, I would say that I was solicited to work on the other 
side before I went to work on the Boston Gas Company’s side.

Q. (By Senator W oodworth.) Who requested you to work in 
favor of the water gas bill ? A. A gentleman — I cannot recall 
his name — who was a number of years ago a member of the 
House from the western part of the State. He called to me, and 
introduced Prof. Low to me and some other, in the rotunda of the 
State House, and wanted to know if I was engaged by the opposi
tion, and l told him I was not at that time. The same day I met 
Mr. Greenough coming down stairs from the hearing, and Mr. 
Grenough said, 11 1 would like for you to come into my office,” and 
I went to see him.

Q. You don’t remember this gentleman’s name? A. No, sir; 
I do not.

Q. You stated a moment ago that Mr. Cross came to you in a 
very excited manner, and made some statement. A. Yes, s ir ; I 
stated what he stated.

Q. Did Mr. Cross make any threats at that time? A. Not to 
me.

Q. Did you state all the conversation ? A. No, sir.



Q. What was the conversation? A. Well, there was a gen
tleman, a lawyer, who stood near me, an acquaintance of mine, 
and whether he heard this conversation, and his statement that the 
two senators who had left his side must have been paid money to 
have done so, and purchased by the gas companies, I don’t know.

Q. Never mind about that. He made the statement that they 
must have received money? A. Yes, sir.

Q. What else did he say? A. He turned to this gentleman 
and said : “ You have a bill here, and if you hire this man or any 
of the coal gas lobby to help you, I will go into the House and 
help to kill the thing in that body.”

Q. Who was that man ? A. Mr. Bent, counsel for the New 
England Telephone Company, who resides in the city of Lowell.

Q. He should try to defeat any bill Mr. Bent was interested in? 
A. He says : “ If you hire him (meaning me), or any coal gas 
lobby man to help you, I will help defeat your bill in the House.”

Q. This was Mr. Cross of Newburyport? A. Yes, sir.
Q. (By the C hairm an .) In case he hired any coal gas man to 

help him on his bill? A. Yes, s ir ; on the telephone bill.
Q. (By Mr. Ch andler .) You were here when Mr. Allen was 

testifying? A. I was, sir.
Q. He testified, I think, that Mr. Young told him about the 

interview at the office with Mr. Shores. You say you were never 
present, except once, at Mr. Greenough’s, — at a meeting where 
Judge Shores was present, — and never anywhere, except once, 
where Judge Shores and Mr. Greenough were present, and that 
you happened to come in when Mr. Shores was there? A. Yes, 
sir.

A lanson W. B eard  (sworn).
Q. (By Mr. C handler .) Do y0u know Judge Shores? A. 

I do not.
Q. You do not know him? A. I do not. I never heard of 

him until this morning.
Q. Have you ever heard of an interview that took place between 

Judge Shores and Mr. Greenough and one other gentleman about 
the water gas matter, in which you came in while it was under dis
cussion ? Do you remember the interview at which you came in ? 
A. I never was in Mr. Greenough’s office.

Q. I mean the down-town office. A. I never was in any office 
where I met Mr. Greenough, that I recollect.

Q. Then you don’t recollect meeting a party of gentlemen, or 
coming into the office where a party of gentlemen were discussing 
this question, of which Mr. Malcolm S. Greenough was one? A.



I do not. I not only don’t recollect it, but I am positive I never 
did. *

Q. Have you any knowledge of the expenditures made at the 
State House by the coal gas companies affecting the action of the 
Senate ? A. No, sir ; neither affecting the action of the Senate 
nor anybody else. It is a matter I know nothing about.

Mr. Chandler . I shall leave this particular matter until I can 
see Judge Shores.

The Chairm an. Go on in your own way.
Mr. Ch andler . I understand he is not to be here till Monday.
The Chairm an. I understand he is to be here to-day.
Mr. Ch an d ler . I s Mr. Fessenden here?
The Ch airm an . Mr. Fessenden has been summoned, but is not 

in attendance. He was expected here this morning.
Mr. Ch an d ler . Are there any other senators who have not 

been called?
The Chairm an . All the senators have been called except one, 

except those who are absent from the State. Senator Loring has 
not been called.

Mr. C h a n d ler . Is Mr. W. II. Gross present?
The C h airm an . Is Mr. Gross present? [No answer.] The 

chair would suggest that you can accomplish more by calling wit
nesses who are present than by calling those who are not here. A 
number are present whose names were called this morning.

W. H. G errisii (sworn).
Q. (B y Mr. C h a n d l er .) Were you at Mr. Holmes’ room in 

Young’s Hotel, I think, the evening before reconsideration? A. I 
was there late in the evening.

Q. When Mr. Crowley was there, and Mr. Morrison ? A. No, 
sir; I met those parties there on the morning of Thursday.

Q. In the morning of that day? A. Yes, sir.
Q. Do you recollect what Mr. Morrison said in reference to an 

offer having been made to him? A. Yes, sir; he made a state
ment that he could make a certain amount of money, but I have 
forgotten the amount; that he could have made a certain amount 
of money. That was Senator Morrison.

Q. Did he say who had offered him that chance? A. He 
made the statement in connection with Senator Woodworth.

Q. Do you recollect what the conversation was ? Do you re
collect how it came about— what was said? A. It came about 
in regard to his pair.

Q. State the facts. A. The statement was made to him that



M l-. Woodworth had attempted to pair him as against the bill, and 
he denied having given him any authority to do s o ; and to sub
stantiate his assertion he produced a letter and telegram which came 
after the pair was sought for, and then said it certainly could not 
be so, for Mr. Woodworth came to his seat and made that very 
statement; made the statement in regard to what he could make by 
that operation, — that he could make a certain amount of money.

Q. (By Senator J oyner .) Did he state the amount of money ? 
A. I could not swear what the amount was ; I could not tell.

Q. (By Mr. C h andler .) Did he name a sum ? A. He named 
a sum, but 1  could not recollect what it was ; some thousands.

Q. What was tire rest of the conversation? A. The rest of it 
was in regard to his wanting to be paired with somebody on the 
other side.

Q. Mr. Morrison? A. Yes, sir.
Q. He wanted to go away then ? A. Yes, sir, he wanted to 

go away.
Q. Is that all you recollect about his statement about being 

able to make some money? A. Yes, sir; that is all.
Q. (By Senator W oodworth.) You swear that Senator Mor

rison told you that Senator Woodworth told him that he could 
make a sum of money? A. That is what he said.

Q. Did Senator Morrison at the same time tell you that I had 
tried to pair him? A. No, sir. That was the statement made to 
him, and he denied that you had a right to do so, and produced these 
letters, and also made the other statement to substantiate his own 
position.

Q. Did he say that Senator Woodworth had offered him money? 
A. He did not say that Senator Woodworth offered him money, 
but that Senator Woodworth told him he could make thus and so.

Q. By doing what? A. By changing his vote or going home.
Q. When did he say this offer was made? A. He did not say 

at the time, but I took it to be the day before the vote was pending.
Q. You don’t know what day ? A. No, sir.
Q. He stated in your presence that Senator Woodworth had no 

right to pair him? A. Yes, sir.
Q. ( By the C h airm an .) Have you stated the names of all the 

persons present when this conversation was taken ? A. All that 
I remember that were there. Mr. Holmes and Mr. Crowley of 
Lowell, and myself.

Q. Ex-Senator Crowley? A. No, sir; but I think he has 
been a member of the House some years ago.

Q. D o you know his given name? A. I think it is Robert.



Q. (B y Senator J oyner.) Haven’t you any idea how much he 
said he could make? A. I could not say, sir. I know there was 
thousands to it, but I don’t know how much.

Q. (By Senator W oodworth.) What makes you think it was 
thousands? A. I have that impression. What the amount was 
I wouldn’t swear to.

Q. Did you hear Senator Morrison’s evidence here the other 
day? A. Yes, sir.

Q. What is your business? A. I am connected with a pat
ent, principally.

Q. Principally -with patents? A. Yes, sir.
Q. (By Senator J oyner .) A s an attorney? A. No, sir.
Q. As a maker of patents? A. No, sir; we have a company, 

and I am part of it.
Q. Did you have anything to do with taking a party out to 

Lynn? A. I went —
Q. A party in the interest of this gas bill? A. I went down 

with two parties.
Q. Did you pay the expenses of the parties ? A. No, sir.
Q. Do you know who did pay them? A. I don’t know as 

there was any expense to it.
Q. You don’t know whether it was a free lunch or not? A. 

I think it was free. I know I partook without any expense.
Q. Who paid the railroad fare? A. I think Mr. Loomis of 

Lynn.
Q. Who is Mr. Loomis ? A. He is the superintendent and 

part owner of the water gas company.
Q. You do not know who paid any of the other expenses? A. 

No, sir.
Q. You did not pay any? A. I paid the railroad fares ; I 

bought the tickets for him.
Q. And he paid you? A. Yes, sir.
Q. Did you pay any other expenses? A. No, sir.
Q. (By Senator J oyner.) What was your interest in the water 

gas bill? A. It is a general interest.
Q. What else? A. I think it is the best gas. I take an in

terest in it that way.
Q. Do you mean to tell me you have no other interest than that 

you think it was the best kind of gas? A. I have an interest in 
helping to endeavor to carry the bill.

Q. I asked you what interest did you have? A. In what way 
do you mean ?

Q. In helping to carry the bill. A. Yes, sir.



Q. What interest did you have? A. I  was employed, sir.
Q. You were employed, sir? A. Yes, sir.
Q. As a lobbyist? A. I suppose that is the technical name.
Q. Who employed you? A. I worked for Mr. Charles A. 

Holmes of New York City.
Q. How much did you receive for your services? A. Well, I 

cannot tell now.
Q. Have you any means of telling ? A. Yes, sir.
Q. With you at this time? A. No, sir.
Q. Can you get them? A. Yes, sir.
Q. So as to tell? A. Yes, sir.
Q. How long will it take you? A. I don’t know. Mr. 

Holmes has the figures himself.
Q. Never mind about Mr. Holmes. A. My books are at 

home at Lynn.
Q. You can tell this afternoon? A. Possibly; yes, sir.
Q. Will you? A. If you so desire.
Q. Any one else employed as a lobbyist by Mr. Holmes that 

you know of ? A. Not that I know of.
Q. Did you have any help in the lobby ? A. There was help, 

but I don’t know anything about the employment of any help.
Q. Who did you have as help ? A. I know of none but Mr. 

Squire, who is here.
Q. Mr. Squire and no one else ? A. No one else to my knowl

edge.
Q. Mr. Simmons? A. I do not know that he was.
Q. Don’t you know that Mr. Simmons was interested ? A. I 

knew that he was interested.
Q. But you didn’t know in what way? A. No, sir.
Q. What did you do as a lobbyist? A. I did the best I could.
Q. What was the best that you could do? A. Well, sir, I 

showed the gas question up as far as I could to parties.
Q. In what way did you show it up? A. I took them down 

to Lynn, when I could get them to go, and showed them the works 
and results.

Q. And gave them a lunch? A. I didn’t give any lunch.
Q. You had a lunch? A. Sometimes they had and sometimes 

they didn’t.
Q. Did you use any other influence than that? A. No, sir; 

not to my knowledge.
Q. How many parties did you take to Lynn? A. I had, per

haps, seventy-five, I should think.
Q. Seventy-five members of the legislature that you took to 

Lynn ?t j A. jLYes, sir.



Q. They all had a lunch ? A. No, sir ; some didn’t. There 
were two parties that went, and both parties took lunch.

Q. Did you have champagne ? A. There was something in a 
jug, I don’t know what it was. I am not an expert in the liquor 
business.

Q. You know champagne from water, don’t you? A. Yes, 
sir; 1  could tell it from gin.

Q. Didn’t you try it yourself ? A. No, sir; I don’t think I 
did.

Q. You say you don’t think you did? A. No, sir ; I didn’t 
try it.

Q. Why not ? A. I didn’t happen to want it.
Q, Are you a total abstinence man? A. No, sir.
Q. (By Senator W oodworth.) What is it you did not try? 

A. He asked me if I tried some champagne, and I told him, no, 
sir.

Q. You didn’t say what was in the jug? A. I didn’t try the 
champagne.

Q. Can you state to the committee what the contract with Mr. 
Holmes was, that you were to receive? You have stated that you 
had some understanding with him, and that he employed you. 
What was your contract? A. I cannot state it until I get it. It 
is in writing.

Q. It is in writing? A. Yes, sir.
Q. (By Senator J oyner .) You said you would bring it this 

afternoon, as I understand? A. Yes, sir.
Q. In what other way could you be of benefit to the friends of 

the water gas bill, than by taking parties over to Lynn ? A. Well, 
sir, I tried my persuasive powers on them all that I could.

Q. You tried to persuade them to vote for the water gas bill? 
A. Yes, sir.

Q. What means of persuasion did you use besides suppers at 
Lynn ? A. Nothing but talk.

Q. No-dinners anywhere else? A. No, sir.
Q. Nor champagne anywhere else? A. No, sir.
Q. When was your attention first called to this conversation, 

when you say you heard Senator Morrison make this remark? A. 
When was it called ?

Q. Since then, — yes ? A. I could not say.
Q. Ever since the time you heard it up to to-day? A. Yes, s ir ; 

I think the next day. It was very soon after, at any rate.
Q. Who called your attention to it? A. I think the first one 

that asked me was Mr. Holmes, who asked me if I recollected what 
was said.



Q. Could you recollect ? A. Yes, sir ; as I  have stated it here.
Q. Did Mr. Holmes tell you what was said? A. No, sir.
Q. Did you ask him if he could recollect? A. No, sir.
Q. He asked if you could recollect? A. He asked me what 

my understanding of that conversation was, and I repeated it sub
stantially as I have to-day.

Q. Did he repeat i t ? A. No, sir.
Q. Was that before the gas bill was defeated? A. I think it 

was the next day after.
Q. (By Mr. C h an d ler .) I should like to ask one general 

question. Did you use, or, to your knowledge, was money or im
proper influence brought to bear upon any senator in the interest 
of the water gas bill? A. I never saw anything of the kind used.

Q. To your knowledge? A. No, sir; nor bĵ  anybody else.
Q. (By Senator J oyner.) Some senators went over there, 

didn’t they? Senator Pillsbury went over there? A. There 
were.

Q. On one of those jaunts? A. I didn’t see him.
The C hairm an . I would state for your information that I did 

not go, if you feel anxious to know it.
Q. There were senators that went with you ? A. There were 

two that went down the first time.
Q. How many the last time? A. The last time I think there 

were six, — five or six.
Q. Who were the two who went down the first time? A. Sen

ators Campbell and Burden.
Q. The last time? A. Senators Livermore and Sessions, Mr. 

Root, Senator Sanderson ; perhaps that is a ll; I am not sure.

G eorge A. O. E rnst (sworn).
Q. (By Mr. Chandler  ) Do you recollect a conversation which 

you had with reference and what he told in regard to Judge Shores 
and some other parties, and what interest they had in the water 
gas bill, and in the general campaign? A. I do not. I do not 
remember having stated anything to Mr. Allen, and never heard it 
mentioned to Mr. Young or Judge Shores.

Q. Didn’t Mr. Allen state to you anything in reference to a 
meeting of Judge Shores, Mr. Young and Mr. Malcolm Greenough, 
at which Mr. Beard, later on, came in? A. No, sir ; I never had any 
conversation with Mr. Allen about it. Mr. Allen was in my office 
in the Equitable Building. It has happened that during the session 
I have rarely been in the office. It has happened at times that I 
have been in (he office during the noon hour, which would rarely



happen. On one occasion I came down from the legislature ; the 
question of water gas came up and the investigation, and I think 
that I had mj1 hat on, and as I came in and went out there may 
have passed two or three words in regard to it. But as for any 
conversation, or the mention of any names at all, there was none, to 
my memory. Mr. Allen did say, I think, — the only time I had any 
conversation with him on the subject was at this noon hour, and 
he said that he had been in a lawyer’s office, and he did not tell me 
whose office it was, and that while there Mr. Greenough — and he 
did not saj' which Greenough, he said Mr. Greenough — came in, 
and that somebody in that office said that the investigation was 
killed in the Senate, and that Mr. Greenough said he was glad 
of it.

Q. Well, now, Mr. Allen has testified that he might have spoke11 
to you in reference to what he testified about. A. I was not pres
ent when Mr. Allen testified and I don’t know what he testified to. 
If the stenographer will read me the testimonj’’ I can tell. My 
conversation with Mr. Allen was of the most cursory kind. I re
member that I said that I did not take any stock in the investiga
tion, and did not think there was anything in it. “ W ell,” said he, 
“ what do you think of such a thing as this?” And then he in
stanced that meeting in the lawyer’s office, in which some one 
stated that the investigation had been killed, and Mr. Greenough 
said he was glad of it. [The stenographer read Mr. Allen’s testi
mony in regard to the conversation referred to.] I can say that I 
never had any conversation with Mr. Allen in any way in which 
Mr. Young’s name or Judge Shores’ name was in any way con
nected with this ; that incidentally, when I stated to him that this 
talk about an investigation was rather frivolous, and I did not 
take any stock in it, he said: “ Well, I was in an office to-day’ 
(and he did not say what office, but that he was in some office) 
“ and Mr. Greenough came in, and somebody said ‘ the water gas 
investigation has been killed in the Senate, and they are not going 
to have any’ ; ” and that Mr. Greenough said, “ I am glad of 
that.”

Q. Then you do not recollect Mr. Allen’s saying anything in con
versation, or of any knowledge that he might have had of any undue 
influence in reference to the Senate? A. No. The worst of this 
sort of thing is that you hear some man sa}' something that he 
heard some one else say, and then you go to work and state it as a 
fact. He said to me, also : “ What should you say if a senator who 
was not able to pay his bills, suddenly had a large amount of cash 
jn bank?” “ W ell,” I said, “ I shouldn’t say anything about it;



I don’t know anything about it.” That is where it dropped. He 
didn’t say he knew any of any such thing at all.

Q. Did you infer that he did know it? A. No, I didn’t.
The Chairman. Call the next witness, Mr. Chandler. The 

committee desire to push the investigation along and finish it as 
soon as possible.

Mr. C h andler . I am doing all I can to push the investigation 
to a conclusion.

M alcolm  S. G reenoogh (sworn).

Q. (By Mr. Ch an d ler .) I think you are superintendent of 
the Boston Gas Light Company? A. I am, at present. It is 
not my regular position. I am general assistant to my father, and 
superintend in the management of the business. But the superin
tendent having been very ill for some, months, I have been taking 
the two positions together.

Q. Are you also president of the New England Association of 
Gas Engineers? A. Yes, I have that honor.

Q. Did that association retain counsel to represent them at the 
water gas investigation before the legislature? A. No, sir.

Q. Did that association, through its treasurer or other officials, 
collect funds for the purpose of carrying on this campaign here ? 
A. Not to my knowledge, and I do not think it is so.

Q. To your knowledge, has any of the companies connected 
with that association subscribed any sum for this or any other pur
pose this year? A. No, sir.

Q. Does that association contain companies outside of the 
State as well as in the State? A. No, sir. There are some 
engineers formerly employed in the State who now reside out of it, 
who are members. It is a New England association. I beg 
pardon; you asked whether it consists of companies outside of 
Massachusetts ?

Q. Yes, sir. A. It is a New England association.
Q. Is there a treasurer to this association ? A. Yes, sir; 

Mr. George B. Neal of Charlestown.
Q. I understand you to say that you don’t know of any assess

ment that has been laid upon these companies? A. Yes, sir; I 
said so.

Q. Can you tell me who was employed to look after this matter 
at the State House, by your company? A. No, s ir ; I could not. 
I do not know definitely. I know some people were in the office, 
but I have been in the office very little for the last two months.

Q. Have you any knowledge of any expenditure of funds at



the State House in reference to this matter? A. No, sir ; I don’t 
know anything about it.

Q. Who would know in reference to the expenditure of money ? 
A. The treasurer.

Q. Then you do not personally know in reference to the ex
penditure of money in this campaign, at the State House? A. 
No, sir.

Q. Have you ever met Judge Shores? A. No, sir. There 
was a man in the office one day whom my father told me was Judge 
Shores, but I never exchanged a word with him, and should not 
know him if I saw him.

Q. In this transaction, have you had anything to do with Mr. 
Nichols ? A. I have seen him in the office ; that is all.

Q. To your knowledge you never have seen any money paid to 
him? A. No, sir.

Q. Seen any check given him for his services? A. No, sir.
Q. Have you ever met Mr. Young? A. Yes, sir.
Q. Have you known of any payments being made to him ? A. 

No, sir.
Q. Have you ever stated that the Standard Oil Company was 

making this fight for water gas ? A. I think very likely I may 
have said i t ; that is my belief.

Q. Have you any knowledge of it? A. No, sir.
Q. Have you stated that they had expended a great deal of 

money in the legislature ? A. I may have expressed that belief.
Q. Have you knowledge of it of any kind? A. No, sir; no 

knowledge.
Q. Upon what did you base your statement? A. I presume it 

was hearsay, — talk.
Q. Can you suggest anybody that would be likely to know ? 

A. No, sir. There were a great many rumors around here, which 
I cannot state.

Q. So you cannot give any authority as to who should be 
called upon that point? A. No, sir.

Q. Then you know of no money having been spent improperly 
by either side? A. I do not know anything about it.

Q. Do you recollect ever handing a check personally to Mr. 
Nichols for any person whatsoever, — it may not have been con
nected with this business at all? A. No, sir.

Q. You don’t recollect that at all? A. No, sir ; most distinctly 
not.



Charles P . G reenough {recalled).
Q. (By Mr. Chandler .) Have you ever made a statement 

that the Standard Oil Company were making this fight for water 
gas ? A. I don’t remember making it. I may have.

Q. Do you remember making this statement, that they had been 
spending money here ? A. I don’t recollect; I may.

Q. Have you an}' evidence of it? A. I have no positive 
knowledge, except as my brother says, from rumors.

Q. Can you suggest anybody who can give information upon 
that point? A. No, sir. I don’t remember making that state
ment, although I believe it still.

Q. Well, now, have you any way, or can you give any evidence, 
which has led you to believe it? A. No, sir; I don’t think I 
could.

Q. Well, then, you believe it simply as a matter of faith, hope 
and charity? A. Well, sir, not with charity.

G eorge B. N eal {sworn).
Q. (By Mr. Chandler .)  Are you treasurer of the Association 

of the Gas Companies? A. I am treasurer of the New England 
Association of Gas Engineers.

Q. Does that association ever make assessments upon the 
various companies connected with it?

The Chairm an . Come directly to the point, Mr. Chandler, and 
do not waste time in preliminary questions.

Mr. N ea l . I will come to the point. The annual meeting of 
the association was held in Boston at the time of the hearing: be- 
fore the committee. The subject of the hearing was not brought 
before the association in any manner. No money was ever sub
scribed, no money was ever paid, and no money ever will be paid.

Q. (By Mr. Chandler .) Has any money been collected from 
the various gas companies in Massachusetts for the purpose of 
paying the legitimate expenses of this hearing? A. Not a dollar, 
that I know of.

Q. That is, through your association or otherwise? A. The 
association has had nothing to do with it.

Q. How about the companies? A. I think not, as yet. I think 
my company will be happy- to contribute a little toward the print
ing of this very voluminous document, containing the testimony, etc.

Q. Has there been any contract or promise to pay any money ? 
A. Not at all.

Q. Have you ever stated that the Standard Oil Company is in



terested in this measure ? A. I have n o t; but I have a strong 
opinion that it is so.

Q. Can _you state upon what you base that opinion ? A. General 
belief; I think so.

Q. Can you state anybody who has stated it to you ?
Senator W oodworth. I object to the question.
The Chairman. What is the question ?
Mr. Chandler . I asked Mr. Neal whether he said the Standard 

Oil Company was back of this, and —
The Chairman. That has been answered.
Q. (By Mr. Ch andler .) Can you state the authority upon 

which you base your belief? A. No, sir ; I cannot.
Q. Then you can give us no assistance in ferreting it out. 

A. No, sir ; I cannot help you in that matter. I wish I could. 
There is only one thing I would state, and that is, I am satisfied 
that no money7 has been used by the gas companies.

Charles C. F rye (sworn).

Q. (By Mr. Chandler .)  Are you connected with the coal gas 
company at Lynn? A. I am treasurer.

Q. Do you know of any moneys having been expended by your 
company since the commencement of this campaign in the State 
House on the water gas question ? A. I do not.

Q. You would be likely to know of it if there was? A. I 
should.

Q. No moneys have been paid for professional services or any
thing else? A. None at all.

Q. Or any now due or promised? A. We had a counsel em
ployed whom we shall pay when he presents his bill.

Q. Who was your counsel? A. Mr. Berry.
Q. How long since you retained him? A. He has been coun

sel at various times since 1880.
Q. I thought Mr. Baldwin was your counsel? A. He has 

been associated with him, but I have not thought best to consult 
with him since he has been senator. Or rather, I should change 
that; since the first of the year.

Q. Have you had any one here in the lobby ? A. I have had 
Mr. Berry employed at the State House to contradict any statement 
he heard made in regard to the success of the fuel gas company in 
Lynn.

Q. Are you a member of the Park Club? A. I am.
Q. Do you recollect one evening being there, in which you or 

Mr. Berry stated, that he or Mr. Baldwin ought to pay for the



dinners, that he had made such a good thing out of this? A. I 
don’t recollect any such statement.

Q. Do you recollect that it was said in the presence of Mr. 
Berry that Mr. Baldwin had received some money from the gas 
company? A. I never did state that.

Q. What is the name of your gas collector, who collects your 
bills? A. We have a young man by the name of Frank W. 
Mace.

Q. What does he do ; inside or outside? A. Both.
Q. Does be work upon the books ? A. Not at all. His pen

manship is so poor I would not dare to put him upon the books.
Q. Does he try to collect bills ? A. He tries to collect bills 

and succeeds in most cases.
Q. Can he be here this afternoon ? A. No, sir ; I do not know 

as I could find him. He is taking the state of the meters ; getting 
ready for our monthly bills.

Q. When will he be back ? A. Probably about 6 o’clock.
Q. Could he be here Monday? A. He may have to come if 

summoned.
Q. He could not be reached by telegram ? A. No, sir; I 

should not know where to find him.
Q. I should like to reach that gentleman. A. I should like 

to have you, too.
Q. You don’t remember any conversation of that sort just after 

the gas bill was defeated ? A. I think I have already stated, and 
it is unnecessary to repeat it.

Q. Permit me to judge of the necessity. I want to know if you 
heard any such statement by any other gentleman at the Club ? 
A. What statement?

Q. That Mr. Baldwin being present, he ought to pay for the 
suppers ; that he had made enough out of the thing and he ought to 
do it? A. I don’t recollect anything of that sort being said, as 
we were joking back and forth a great deal.

Q. You don’t recollect it? A. No, sir.
Q. Or your making the remark that he had pulled you for a 

five hundred dollars extra? A. I never said it.
Q. (Bjf Mr. N oyes.) D o you know of any money being paid 

to Mr. Baldwin by your company, directly or indirectly ? A. There 
has been none paid.

Q. And that you know? A. Yes, sir ; I keep the books.
Q, Do you know of any visits being made to Lynn by persons 

to visit the works of the other company ? A. Yes, s ir ; on two 
occasions I have heard of members of the legislature being there,



and have heard of their having dinners and champagne. In fact 
the “ Boston Herald ” spoke about it one morning ; about the con
dition of some of them the night before.

Q. (By Mr. Ch andler .) The condition of some of the sena
tors? A. No, sir ; the condition of some of the visiting members.

Adjourned to 2 p. m.



SIXTH SESSIOX.

Saturday (p . m . ) ,  May 31, 1884.

The committee met in the Green Room, at two o’clock, all the 
members present, Senator P illsbury presiding.

Mr. Ch andler . Mr. Chairman, I desire to make one statement 
at this point.

The Chairman. I was going to inform you that Judge Shores is 
present, and that he wants to get away by three o’clock, if 
possible.

Mr. Ch andler . I desire to state, Mr. Chairman, that I have 
endeavored in this hearing to perform my duty as counsel in this 
hearing. It is a delicate matter. With reference to Senator Bald
win, 1 endeavored this morning to produce evidence which would 
show that some undue influence had been brought to bear upon 
him. I did it in good faith. I did it on certain testimony that was 
brought to me by an agent that I sent out. The witnesses came 
here, and they have not testified to what 1 understood they would 
testify to, or I should not have put them upon the stand; and I 
desire, as far as I can, to show that this was not intentional on 
my part.

Senator B a l d w in . Just at this point I  desire to make to the 
committee a brief explanation of my connection with the legal 
operations in Lynn. Of course, from our knowledge of what has 
taken place this winter, we have learned the fact that in the city of 
Lynn last year there was a contest between the water gas company 
with reference to obtaining a location and certain privileges within 
the city of Lynn. Upon that matter the firm of Baldwin & Baker, 
of which I am the senior member, and also Mr. Berry, were re
tained as counsel before the board of aldermen. They attended to 
that business, and my connection, and the connection of the firm 
to which I belong, entirely and totally ceased.

Mr. Ch a n d ler . I would like to call Mr. Shores.



T estimony of N orman W . Shores ( s w o r n ) .

Q. (By Mr. Chandler .) Mr. Shores, did you come to Boston 
during the eontest going on in the Senate, or in the House, with 
reference to the water gas bill? A. I came to Boston. I have 
not the date of when I came here, but some time 1 should say in 
the fore part of February.

Q. Did you see Mr. Nichols at that time ? A. I did ; I saw 
Mr. Nichols here.

Q. Did you come here at his request or suggestion ? A. Well, 
I don’t know at whose suggestion. I don’t know whether it came 
from him or not. I don’t know whether it came from him 
or some other one who asked me to come. I was asked to 
come here by a gentleman, and I came down. After I got here 
they wanted to employ me, and I asked if  he wished to employ me 
as counsel, and he said he did, if he thought I was of any use. I 
told him I did not know of how much use I would be, but I would 
do the best I could as counsel, and do what I could for them, if 
they desired to employ me. But they didn’t seem to desire to 
employ me, and there the matter rested, and I went home and was 
paid my expenses down and back.

Q. Were you repaid for what you paid out? A. I was paid my 
expenses down and back ; I think somewhere about $10 or $12 ; I 
don’t remember.

Q. Did you call on Mr. Greenough while you were here? 
A. Mr. who?

Q. Mr. Greenough? A. I don’t know the man.
Q. Of the gas company ? A. Not to my knowledge.
Q. Did you see anybody except Mr. Nichols ? A. There was, 

as I have said, another man who had spoken to me about coming 
down here. I saw him here also. He was a stranger to me.

Q. He was sent to you first by Mr. Nichols, wasn’t he? A. I 
so understood it, but I cannot swear to i t ; but I suppose so.

Q. When you got here, did you go to see anybody who was an 
officer of the gas company, or connected with it? A. I saw this 
gentleman ; I don’t know who.

Q. (By Mr. J oyner.)  Whom did you see? A. I don’t know 
the man’s name.

Q. (B y  Mr. Ch andler .)  D o you see him in the room here? 
A. I do not see him.

Q. Did you go to the office of the gas company? A. I went 
to the office of some company.

Q. Whom did you see at the office of the gas company? A. I 
saw the gentleman there who had this conversation with me, about



being employed as attorney, as I stated, and there I left. The next 
morning I went home.

Q. Did you meet, while you were down here, anyone except Mr. 
Nichols and the gentleman you saw at the gas office?, A. Not to 
have any conversation with them, that I remember of.

Q. Will you state what took place at the gas office, — just what 
was said? A. As I stated, I told them if I could be of use to 
them as attorney I would, if they wished to engage me.

Q. What did they say about that? A. Well, they thought 
they would think about it. I told them, if they didn’t wish to 
employ me I didn’t wish to work, or do anything about it.

Q. Did you tell them that you wanted $1,000 for your services? 
A. I told them I wanted enough to pay me, if I was going to 
stay any length of time, because I supposed it would be a long 
hearing—

Senator J oyner. The committee cannot hear you.
Mr. S h ores. I told them I wanted good pay i f  I had got to 

stay here ; that probably there would be a long hearing ; that my 
experience in the legislature wras that the committee would have a 
long hearing and I would have to remain here, and situated as I 
was in my business 1 could not stay without good pay.

Q. (By Mr. Chandler ) Did you tell Mr. Greenough what 
you could do if you were retained? A. No, sir. I told him I 
didn’t know what I could do. I never came before a committee 
except where I had an interest in the subject before the committee 
myself. In hearings for the town, at one time and another, I 
would do the best I could for them.

Q. Were you acqainted with any members of the legislature— 
intimately acquainted, I mean ? A. Oh, I am acquainted with a 
great many of them. I have been in the House with a great many 
of them.

Q. Is there anybody in your town that you suggested you could 
influence? A. No, sir. Mr. Gross was our representative. I 
have known him very well. I have always known him from boy
hood.

Q. Did you have any conversation with him upon this matter? 
A. Not at that time. I have heard him talk about it since, when 
I have seen him from time to time or met him upon the road.

Q. What have you said to him in reference to this matter? 
Have you ever urged him to vote one way or the other? A. No, 
s ir ; I never have. I have never had any idea about it. 1 sup
posed when I left the parties that was the last of it. I had no in
terest in it whatever.



Q. Who paid you when you were paid for your expenses fox- 
coming down and going back ? A. I was paid what they paid me 
at that time.

Q. At the gas office? A. Yes, sir. I have never been there 
since, nor seen any of them since.

Q. I would like to ask you this single question. Did you ever 
offer Mr. Gross an}- money to have him vote one way or the other ? 
A. Never, sir ; for I never had any money.

Q. Have you ever heard that he has so stated? A. I never 
have; never have had any conversation with him about it.

Mr. Ch and ler . I s Mr. Gross present?
Mr. J oyner. I understood at the hotel that Mr. Gross left there 

a day or two ago, saying that his brother was sick and that he was 
going away. So I was told by one of the representatives yester
day.

Mr. Ch and ler . I don’t desire, Mr. Chairman, to prolong this 
hearing or to detain this committee, but in fairness to myself I 
think it is not inappropriate for me to say—and I am prepared to 
state it under oath—that Mr. Gross, in nyy presence, stated one of 
two things : either that he had been offered by the judge five thou
sand dollars for his vote, or that he knew of some man to whom the 
judge had offered it. That was stated in my presence. And I 
should like to have that gentleman summoned if he is in the Com
monwealth.

The Chairm an . Mr. Gross we understand to have summoned. 
A subpoena was issued for him on Thursday. Is Mr. William H. 
Gross present?

[Mr. Gross did not respond.]
Mr. Ch andler . I think there are other gentlemen who were 

present when this thing was stated to me.
The Chairm an. Are there any other inquiries to be made of 

Mr. Shores?
Mr. Ch andler . N o more.
Q. (By Mr. J oyner.) Mr. Shores, you came in answer to my 

telegram, didn’t jTou ? A. Yes, sir.
Mr. Ch andler . I would like to put Mr. Cross on the stand.

T estimony of H enry M. Cross (recalled).
Q. (By Mr. Ch andler .) I would like to ask you, Mr. Cross, 

if you were present in the lobby of the Senate when Mr. Gross 
stated either that he had been offered five thousand dollars by 
Judge Shores, or that he knew of somebody who had been offered 
that? A. I don’t remember the name of the judge ; his name I 
didn’t catch. There was no name of any person used—that is, as



I recollect it. My recollection of what Mr. Gross stated is more 
upon other interviews with him than upon that particular interview 
of which you speak. I remember standing with you and I think 
it was Mr. Kimball, when Mr. Gross said substantially something 
of that kind ; but if I have to testify about that I would rather 
testify more particularly -what he said to me later.

Q. Has he ever stated to you that fact? A. He has stated to 
me, without naming who the person was, that if this investigation 
were to go on that he was prepared to come forward and state that 
he personally knew that money had been raised to influence the 
committee ; more particularly the House members of the committee ; 
and it wras to this matter to which I am now testifying that I re
ferred in my moving for an inquiry in the House. It was this mat
ter to which I said I undertook to introduce evidence. Since that 
time, knowing that there was not to be a House investigation, I 
have had no conversation with Mr. Gross at all.

Q. (By the Chairm an .) I think it is proper to ask you, Mr. 
Cross, under those circumstances, why you didn’t move for an in
quiry by the House? A. Why I did not?

Q. Yes, sir. A. Well, I thought that having done all that I 
could in the matter, that my responsibility was at an end.

Q. Did you ever make an attempt to get the House to institute 
such an investigation ? A. I made no attempt except to secure a 
joint investigation.

The Chairm an . I didn’t intend to interrupt your explanation, 
if you desire to make one.

Mr. Cross. It was th is: My feeling in the matter was that, 
having made the statements which I had made, my duty was at an 
en d ; and I simply have appeared here because I was called as a 
witness. I have not felt any responsibility about any other 
investigation. Why I favored the idea of a joint investigation 
was that the testimony ran across in such a -way that necessarily 
both questions would have to be up for consideration at the same 
time.

The Chairman. I didn’t mean to impute any reflection at all 
on your conduct as a member of the House, but I thought it was 
proper that this should appear on the record, in view of the testi
mony you have given before this committee, that you personalty 
have made no attempt in the House to institute an inquiry in 
regard to its own members.

Mr. Cross. I made that, if I may be allowed to repeat it, in 
moving for a joint investigation ; and that having failed, I felt no 
further responsibility in the matter in any way. But now that I



am here — I came up here this afternoon for the purpose of testi
fying to another matter, if I had an opportunity — I heard this 
morning that something was said by Mr. Nichols in regard to a 
statement which T had made. While it may not be pertinent to 
this matter, I would be glad to put it in if it is allowed.

The Chairman. I f  you desire to make any reply by w ay of 
contradiction or exp lanation , you can do so.

Mr. Cross. It is more in the nature of an explanation than of 
a contradiction.

Q. (By the Chairman.) What is the statement o f  Mr. 
Nichols to which you refer? A. The statement, as it has been 
repeated to me, was that I met a gentleman in the lobby in the 
House, and that he was talking with him, and that I went up to 
him and told him that if he was going to have anything to do with 
this gas lobby, that I should do what I could to defeat a measure 
that I knew he was looking after. I don’t know whether that is in 
accordance with the record or not.

The Chairman. The statement made by Mr. Nichols was that 
you said to Mr. Bent, counsel for the telephone companies, that if 
he had anything to do with the coal gas lobby, or words to that 
effect, that you would undertake to defeat any measure pending in 
the legislature, in which he (Bent) was interested.

Mr. Cross. Well, I had just come from meeting a gentleman 
whom I had known —

The Chairm an . Make your explanation as direct and brief as 
possible.

Mr. Cross. I  am making it as direct as possible, but I cannot 
answer the question “ y e s ” or “ n o” satisfactorily. As I say, I 
had just come from meeting a gentleman whom I had known for 
weeks as having been in favor of the water gas measure, and he 
had just told me that he intended to vote against it. Coming from 
that interview I met Mr. Bent and Mr. Nichols, and I was perhaps 
unwisely angry and annoyed at the time ; and as Mr. Bent had 
come up there to see me and at my request, and as he knew per
fectly well my position in the matter which he had in charge, I took 
occasion to talk to Mr. Nichols through Mr. Bent, and I did say 
something like that to Mr. B ent; that if he was going to use this 
coal gas lobby in this matter of his that they ought to be defeated, 
and that I should not help them out at all. And then Mr. Bent 
immediately afterwards told me that he had no intention of using 
the coal gas lobby or any other ; he was just talking with Mr. 
Nichols incidentally.

The C h a ir m a n . Are there any further inquiries to be made of 
Mr. Cross?



Mr. Ch andler . I have no more, sir. I would like to call Mr. 
Squire.

The Chairman. Mr. Chandler, I  stated or gave you to under
stand that Mr. Gross had been summoned. I made the statement 
on the strength of my recollection that all persons whom you had 
requested to be summoned, except two whom you mentioned to me 
this morning for the first time, had been summoned. That, I be- 
lieire, is the fact. But the sergeant-at-arms informs me that he has 
had no instruction to summon Mr. Gross, and on looking over my 
memorandum of the persons whom we have been asked to summon 
I do not find Mr. Gross’s name, so I presume he has not been sum
moned.

Mr. Ch andler . I thought som e friend m ight telegraph him that 
perhaps he had better come up and defend him self if  he has got 
anything to say. I don’t care to call him, but I want to put in 
a little  evidence as to  what he sa id .

The Chairm an. I make the statement to correct the misunder
standing.

Mr. Ch andler . I think I asked you to summon him, but I 
don’t know ; I won’t be sure.

The Chairman. I don’t find his name on my memoranda.

T estimony of M r . R ollin M. S quire (sworn).
Q. (By Mr. Ch andler .) Mr. Squire, did you hear Mr. Gross 

make a statement with reference to somebody offering him, or in his 
presence offering somebody else, five thousand dollars for his vote? 
A. I introduced Mr. Gross to Mr. Kimball and yourself in the 
lobb}7 for the purpose of having Mr. Gross state to you what he 
had stated at different times to me and, I believe, to others, — 
that he had been offered five thousand dollars for his vote; and I 
understood him to say bjT Judge Shores. He seemed at that time 
to be very enthusiastic about the matter, and stated that he would 
give a thousand dollars out of his own pocket to push this investi
gation.

The Chairm an. If that is the whole statement, Mr. Chandler, 
we will not pursue it further.

Q. (By Mr. Ch andler .)  Did he not say that he knew o f five 
thousand dollars being paid to some member of the Senate, or was 
it only to himself? A. As far as he was personally concerned.

Q. He said it was offered to him ? A. Yes, sir.
Q. Will you state what Mr. Morrison said to you at Young’s 

Hotel in reference to money having been offered to him, or any 
inducement? A. I think I met Mr. Morrison, not at Young’s 
Hotel but at the State House, when he came up after the day of



his absence ; and I began my conversation with him by stating that 
Senator Woodworth had undertaken to pair him against water gas 
the day before. He said he was in no way authorized to pair him ; 
and then something was said about the pressure, I think in these 
words: “ You have no idea of the terrible pressure that has been 
brought to bear upon me in this matter. I have made up my mind 
to vote for water gas, and shall vote for water gas.” I understood 
him to say that Senator Woodworth had offered* him five thousand 
dollars for his vote ; but it is due to Senator Morrison for me to 
say here that on Thursday, sitting in one of the seats back here, I 
repeated that statement to Senator Morrison, who then said to me : 
“ You are mistaken. You have misunderstood me. Senator 
Woodworth offered me no money. He would not do that; but he 
told me that I could have five thousand dollars for mj’ vote.”

Q. Mr. Morrison said that here on Tuesday last? A. Yes, 
sir.

Q. (By the Chairm an.)  D o you mean during the hearing? 
A. During the hearing. I sat over there. [Indicating a location 
in the Green Room.]

Q. (By Mr. C h a n d ler .) Have you ever had any conversation 
with Senator Woodworth yourself ? A. On the thirteenth day of 
the month, I think the day on which the tie vote was had, at the 
close of the Senate, on the rising of the Senate, about one o’clock, 
several gentlemen were standing by the door of the ante-room, 
and I strolled around where they were, and I heard somebody 
trying to pair Senator Morrison, and I said : “ Who is trying to
pair Senator Morrison against water gas?” Senator Woodworth 
said: “ l a m ;  I have his authority.” I said: “ It is very sin
gular, for when he left the Senate he told me that he should vote 
for water gas. He also stated to Senator Burden, just before he 
went out, that he should vote for water gas. And, therefore, I 
think you are in error in supposing that he desires to be paired 
against it ” To which Senator Wood worth replied : “ Do you
doubt my word, sir?” I said : “ No, sir ; I am not prepared to
doubt your word, neither am I prepared to say that Senator Mor
rison is a liar.” Whatever other conversation ensued I do not 
now recall. The next day, as I came into the Senate, Senator 
Woodworth approached me, and said he trusted there were no 
hard feelings engendered by the conversation of the day before. I 
replied: “ N o.” I said : “ I know something of you, Senator 
Woodworth, and something of your friends. I have had the plea
sure of meeting you before, and T am sorry that you don’t vote 
with us.” To which the senator replied: “ 1 can’t vote with 
you ; the stockholders in my company would not stand it.” To



which, I think. Senator Campbell remarked : “ They would kick
him out at once.” 1 am not aware that Senator Woodworth made 
any comment upon that remark.

Q. Have you any other information to give the committee? 
A. I have nothing.

Q. (By Mr. J oyner.) Mr. Squire, you have been interested 
in this matter of water gas? A. I have been very much in
terested, sir.

Q. Interested pecuniarily'? A. No, sir; only'as a matter of 
friendship for Mr. Holmes, who is a dear friend of mine.

Q. And you had no pecuniary interest? A. No, sir.
Q. Do y'ou know that Senator Woodworth was trying to pair 

Morrison? A. Yes, sir.
Q. Whom did he offer to pair him with? A. I cannot say', 

sir. He simply stated to me that he had authority to pair him.
Q. Does Morrison deny that he gave Woodworth any authority 

to pair him? A. Most certainly' he denies i t ; and I have seen a 
telegram from Senator Woodworth which was sent after that con
versation with me, in which he asked Senator Morrison for his pair, 
and to authorize him to pair him as against water gas.

Q. Where was Gross when he told you that he was offered five 
thousand dollars for his vote ?

The Chairm an. Excuse me, Mr. Joyner, but why' should we 
follow that any further?

Mr. J oyner. We should not except for this : I understand Mr. 
Squire to testify' that Gross told him that Judge Shores, who is a 
friend of mine, and who has just testified here that he didn’t offer 
any such money' — to testify that Judge Shores did offer it. Now, 
are y'ou sure, Mr. Squire, that he said that Judge Shores offered 
it?

Mr. S quire. I introduced Mr. Gross to Mr. Chandler and to 
Mr. Kimball in the lobby for the purpose of having him make to 
these two gentlemen the same statement which he made to m e; 
and in iny presence he made that statement to both these gentle
men.

Q. (By Mr. J oyner.) Excuse me, you don’t quite meet my 
question. Are you certain that he said that it was Judge Shores 
who offered him the money'? A. Yes, sir.

Q. Was this after the vote was taken — the vote on reconsider
ation? Yes, sir ; I think it was.

Q. The same day? A. Yes, sir.
Q. It was out in the middle room between the House and the 

Senate? A. Yes, sir.



Q. Was I out there at the time? A. I cannot recall that you 
were there at the time. I remember that you were there shortly 
after.

Q. You remember that I was talking with Mr. Cross, and had 
the order, the substance of the order, which was to be offered? A. 
Yes, sir. And you stood at the desk there reading the order while, 
I think, Mr. G-ross was talking with Mr. Chandler and Mr. Kim
ball.

Q. Was Mr. Chandler there ? A. Yes, sir.
Mr. J oyner. M y recollection differs from yours only in this, 

that I don’t remember myself— if I may be permitted to say it — 
hearing him say that Judge Shores offered it. I remember hearing 
him say that he had been offered five thousand dollars, but I didn’t 
hear him say that Judge Shores offered it. He may have said it, 
but I didn’t hear it.

Mr. C h a n d ler . I may say that I thought it might be Judge 
Shaw, but I didn’t know any Judge Shaw. He certainly said 
Judge Shore or Shores, one or the other, to me.

Q. (By Mr. N oyes.) Y ou have no personal interest in this 
question? A. None at all, sir.

Q. You reside in New York? A. Yes, sir.
Q. You have been in Boston some time upon this matter? A. 

I have been here, I think, most of the time since the legislature has 
been going on.

Q. As counsel? A. No, sir ; I told Mr. Holmes that I knew 
a great many people in Massachusetts, and I knew people who 
could introduce me to a great many others, and I thought I could 
be of assistance to him, and would gladly render it to him if I 
could.

Q. You were formerly in Massachusetts? A. Yes, sir; I 
have lived here all my life.

Q. Until how recently? A. About four years ago.
Q. Since then you have resided in New York? A. No, sir.

I have been on the Pacific slope a portion of the time, and the bal
ance in New York.

Q. Your relation with Mr. Holmes was that of a friend? 
A. Entirely.

Q. Nothing else? A. Nothing else.
Q. Do you practise law here ? A. No, sir.
Q. You used to? A. I did, at one time.
Q. And you came here early iji the session? A. Yes, sir.
Q. You have been here ever since? A. Ever since.
Q. In pretty constant attendance? A. Devoted every moment 

of my time to it.



Q. As a friend of Mr. Holmes ? A. Entirely, sir.
Q. (By Mr. Ch andler .) Where did you first know Mr. 

Holmes? A. In California.
Q. Very intimate with him there? A. Yes, sir.
Q. Have you come to Boston on any other business? A. Yes, 

sir.
(T he Chairman.) Y ou are excused for the present, Mr. Squire, 

but I desire you to remain until the close o f  the hearing.
(Mr. Chandler .) I s there any other witness here except Mr. 

Holmes ?
(The Chairman.)  Mr. Gerrish, who was asked this morning 

either by you or Senator Joyner to produce something, is here, 
and desires to go as soon as possible.

(Mr. Ch andler .) I will recall him, then.
(The Chairman.) Have you any inquiries to make o f  Mr. Ger

rish, Mr. Chandler?
(Mr. Chandler .) No, sir. Senator Joyner wanted something 

or other of him.
(The Chairm an.) Then we will pass it for a moment, until 

Senator Joyner returns.
(Mr. Chandler .)  Is Mr. Fessenden here?
(The Chairman.) Mr. Fessenden is not here.
(Mr. Chandler .) He has been summoned?
(The Chairm an.)  He has been summoned.
(Mr. Ch andler .) I s Mr. Holmes here?
(Mr. H olmes.) Yes, sir.
(Mr. Chandler .)  Mr. Joyner, will you ask any questions you 

desire of Mr. Gerrish? He wants to go away.
(T he Chairm an .) Mr. Gerrish, at your request, said he would 

produce something.

T estimony or W. H. G er r ish— (recalled).
Q. (By Mr. J oyner.) I asked Mr. Gerrish how much he was to 

receive for his services. A. Well, I have not had an opportunity 
to go home, but I will state it as near as I can, if you desire it.

Q. Yes, sir. A. I had two checks of one hundred and fifty 
dollars each, I think.

Q. Is there any difference between the petition of Mr. Holmes 
for authority to manufacture illuminating water gas, and the peti
tion for fuel gas? A. I don’t understand, sir, that there was any 
petition for fuel gas. •

Q. Well, was the interest of the Lynn party distinct from the 
Holmes interest? A. I think it was somewhat; I don’t know ex
actly the relation.



Q. I have been informed this noon that Mr. Holmes’ interest 
was not the interest that had you employed, or to that effect. 
A. Well, my arrangements, entirely, were made with Mr. Holmes, 
in this matter, from beginning to end.

Q. Well, your work was to show up the business and to do as 
your friend Nichols said he did, use your influence with the mem
bers? A. Yes, sir.

Q. In other words you were a lobbyist of the same kind as Mr. 
Nichols? A. Not quite so good.

Q. Doing the same kind of business? A. Yes, sir.
(Mr. J oyner.)  Not quite the sam e kind of man, of course.

T estimony of Charles A. H olmes — sworn.
Q. (By Mr. Ch andler .) Are you the agent of the American 

Gas Fuel and Light Company of New York? A. I am, sir.
Q. Did you petition the legislature for the passage of a law to 

repeal the law in relation to carbonic oxide in gas? A. I did.
(The Chairman.) Before }’ou proceed I desire to caution you 

against introducing any more suspicions, or rumors, or supposi
tions. We have had a great many of them, and have had, I think, 
quite enough of them. I don’t mean to impute to you an}’ purpose 
of putting in anything of that kind.

(Mr. Chandler .)  I don’t exactly  understand what you mean.
(The Chairman.) I say I desire to remind you that rumors, 

suspicions and suppositions are not important to this inquiry, and 
we have had enough of them.

(Mr. Ch andler .) With all due respect I do not know what I 
have got to do with rumors.

(The Chairman.)  I also said I didn’t intend to impute to you 
in advance anjr purpose to introduce such, but a great many of 
them have crept in here, and we don’t want any more. The cau
tion was addressed rather to the witness than to yourself.

(Mr Chandler .) I see no occasion for any reproof.
(The Chairman.)  I have made no reproof.
(By Mr. Chandler .) Q. Did you retain, Mr. Holmes, eminent 

counsel and call the leading scientists of the country at this hear
ing? A. I did.

Q. This hearing, I believe, was before the Committee on Manu
factures, was it not? A. Yes, sir.

Q. I understand that this bill was reported by eight of the 
eleven members of the committee to the House ? A. I sounder- 
stood it.

Q. And it passed the House with only one negative vote ? 
A. It was so stated in the papers. I believe that to be the fact.



Q. And then came into the orders of the day in the Senate. 
Do you remember what the vote was on the second reading ?

The Chairman. Mr. Chandler, please confine yourself to mat
ters material to this inquiry. It is a matter of public record what 
the vote in the Senate was.

Q. The night before the reconsideration in the Senate, that you 
were confined to your room by illness, — do you recollect what 
senators were there that night, or late in the afternoon? A. I re
member several who were there, sir.

Q. Do you remember when Senators Burden and Norris were 
there? A. Yes, sir.

Q. Do you recollect a statement which Senator Norris made, or 
did Senator Norris make a statement at that time, with reference 
to any undue influence having been brought to bear upon him ? 
A. Senator Norris stated that he had had immense pressure 
brought to bear upon him, and among other influences he had been 
offered $5,000 to vote against water gas. He didn’t say that, how
ever, but wrote $5,000 on a piece of paper which he held up by the 
window to Senator Burden. I was sick, lying on the bed, and it 
was not until after Senator Norris left the room that I knew what 
the figures were. Immediately afterwards I asked Senator Burden 
and he said $5,000. Senator Norris, after writing this upon a 
paper, said: “And they would give $20,000 or $25,000, for they 
need a vote.” And then said : “ I have been invited down to see 
Senator Woodworth at his house.” I  said : “ What did you say, 
Senator ? ” He replied : “ I said I would not promise ; but if I did 
go it would not be considered as giving him any advantage in any 
proposals that he had made to me. I said if I were down in that 
neighborhood I would call.” Whether he did go there or not I do 
not know.

Q. Do you recollect a conversation that took place that night, 
I think with Senator Morrison, in which he spoke of some undue 
influence having been brought to bear upon him? A. Senator 
Morrison I did not see that day, but the following morning, which 
was the morning of the reconsideration. Senator Morrison came 
into my room with several other gentlemen and there made some 
statement with regard to his vote, particularly with regard to his 
pair. He seemed to be indignant that a pair had been offered for 
him on the previous day by Senator Woodworth, and said Senator 
Woodworth had no authority, whatever, to make this pair. 
“ Why,” he said, “ Senator Woodworth came to my seat in the morn
ing and said that I could get five thousand dollars for my vote, 
and I told him that no consideration would induce me to break my 
promise ; whereupon he said: ‘ I f  you won’t agree to vote with us,



stay away this afternoon. The water gas people have got three 
majority.’ ” Whereupon Mr. Morrison said — I am stating as near 
as I can what Mr. Morrison said — whereupon Mr. Morrison said : 
“ If you are sure they have a majority I will go away ; but mind 
you, if  I do go away and my vote is needed, I shall come back 
to-morrow and vote for water gas, because I have promised to do 
so.” He then said : “  Why, it is ridiculous to say that.” And he 
took a telegram from his pocket, which he showed to me, from 
Senator Woodworth, dated one fifteen the following day, asking 
him to send his pair against water gas. And then he showed me 
afterwards a letter which he received from Senator Woodworth, 
saying that there was “ hell to pay ” in the Senate, and asking him 
to come and vote against the bill or to stay away.

Q. Have you that telegram and letter here ? A. Yes, sir.
Q. I wish you would produce them and read them. A. [Pro

ducing a telegram.] The telegram is dated “ 5/13/1883, Boston, 
13,” and reads as follows : “ To Senator Morrison : Telegraph me 
at once —”

Q. What is the time? A. One fifteen. I will give it to you 
in a moment. It says: “ Boston, fifteen.” “ Five,” fifth month ; 
“ thirteen,” thirteenth dayr. “ One fifteen ” is when it is received 
or sent. The time I do not know. “ Telegraph me at once au
thority to pair you as against the water gas bill. Very important. 
Do not fail me. A. C. Woodworth.” That, he said, was given to 
him and he didn’t reply to it. “ And then,” he said, “ there is a 
letter which he wrote to me the same afternoon.”

Q. (By Mr. W oodworth.) One moment. Did he tell you 
why he didn’t reply to it? A. No, sir.

Q. He didn’t say? A. No, sir.
Q. He did not tell you that he was absent from Lowell ? A. 

I don’t remember.
Q. You don’t remember that he stated any reason why he 

didn’t reply ? A. My impression is —
Q. Never mind your impression. A. Well, it is very im

portant to give my impression, because that will tell the whole 
story.

Q. I want you to answer my question : whether Senator Mor
rison stated to you why he didn’t answer that telegram. A. I 
don’t remember that he did; no, sir. “ And then,”  he said, 
“ notwithstanding any answer from the telegram, he wrote me the 
same evening.” And this is the letter which he wrote : —



A mes Sword Company.

R evere H ouse, Mass., May 13, 1884.
My D ear Morrison, — There is hell to pay down here, and unless 

you can vote with us to-morrow please do not come here. We retused 
to pass the water bill to be engrossed ; the vote was 13 to 13, and they 
have moved for a reconsideration. 1 want you to come and vote with 
us to-morrow ; but if you cannot do that, then please do not come at all. 
If you come you will have such a pressure brought to bear on you that 
you will have to vote one way or the other.

Yours truly,
A. C. W oodworth.

The idea of Senator Morrison was simply to vindicate himself as 
against the charge of being paired without his authority, on the 
previous day.

Q. (By the Chairm an .)  Do you recollect a conversation with 
Senator Sanderson on the cars? A. About three weeks ago, in 
going to New l rork, Senator Sanderson was brought forward by 
somebody and introduced to me in the drawing-room car. In the 
course of the conversation he said no one could appreciate the enor
mity of the pressure that had been brought to bear. And he said, 
among other things, that he knew of one senator who had been of
fered a trip to Europe. Senator Sanderson did not say that it was 
he who was offered the trip; but he said that jmsterday when I re
minded him of the fact, — he said : “ Well the trip was not offered 
to me, but to another senator.”

Q. Did he say who that senator was ? A .  He did. He said 
it was Senator Whittier. He said it was offered to Senator Whit
tier. I hadn’t heard it, so I didn’t understand it.

Q. Do you in any way represent the Standard Oil Company? 
A. No, sir.

Q. Have you expended improperly any money in this contest 
before the legislature? A. Well, I hope not, sir.

Q. Will you please state to the committee what you have ex
pended? A. Well, I object to that unless it is called for, because 
I would like to know what has been put out by my friends on the 
other side. I am so unfortunate as to have paid out some.

Q. Well, I think it would be wise for you to state it. A. 
Well, it is about five thousand dollars, the entire sum expended.

Q. What have you expended it for? A. I have expended it 
for services, for printing, and for lawyers’ fees.

Q. How much was spent for printing? A. The printing cost 
about two thousand eight hundred dollars ; the pamphlets and the 
printing of Mr. Morse’s argument.



The Chairman. We don’t consider it necessary to go into that 
unless you care to.

Mr. H olmes. I can give you a sw orn statem ent i f  you w ant it.
Mr. Chandler . There have been charges made in the press, 

and insinuations have been made before the legislature and to the 
legislature, that this money was expended. I thought it would 
clear up the charge, that is all. It won’t take but a minute.

Mr. G ilmore. I submit we are not investigating an}' such 
charges.

The Chairm an . We know o f no charges against you or Mr. 
Holmes which he needs to answer, or any charge relating to this 
matter, which is material to this inquir}-. The same thing has 
been gone into with other witnesses, and I don’t think we should 
cut you off, if it will take but a moment, if you think it is necessary 
to show it.

Q. (By Mr. Ch andler .)  I only want to ask you one or two 
more questions. I have asked you what amount you spent for 
printing: what did you spend the rest of it for? A. Well, my 
own expenses. I have paid the expenses of Mr. Squire.all through 
the campaign ; his hotel bills and his fare back and forth from New 
York. Mr. Gerrish I have paid two checks to, one of one hundred 
and fifty dollars and the other of one hundred and sixty-five; 
making three hundred and fifteen.

Q. Have you retained any other person? A. No, sir.
Q. Whom did you retain as your counsel ? A. Mr. R. M. 

Morse, Jr.
Q. Anybody else? A. No, s ir ; with the exception of your

self. You mean in a general way?
Mr. Chandler . In a general way.
Q. (By Mr. Woodworth.)  Did you retain Mr. Simmons? 

A. No, sir.
Q. Hasn’t he been working for you on this bill? A. I think 

he has done some work, not particularly for me.
Q. Did you pay him for it? A. No, sir; not a cent.
Q. Have you paid any dinner bills down at Young’s Hotel at 

which senators were present? A. If I have, I have paid dinner 
bills where not more than one or two were present. Yes, I know 
senators have dined with me, several of them.

Q. How many times, do you suppose? A. Well, I could not 
guess at that. I have given no dinners, sir, at all. I have given 
no dinners, if that is the purpose of the inquiry ; that is, I have 
given no large dinners.



Q. You have paid for dinners for senators? A. Oh, no doubt 
I should have been glad to have seen at my table sometimes one 
senator and sometimes a member of the House.

Q. Do you remember what senators have dined at your expense 
at Young’s? A. Senator Stevens has, I know, once or twice; 
Senator Norris, Senator Burden.

Q. (B 3' Mr. Ch andler .) Has Senator Parker dined with you? 
.A . Senator Parker? No. Senator Parker didn’t dine with me ; 
he breakfasted with me.

Q. (By Mr. W oodw orth .) Has Senator Woodworth ever 
drank any of your wine? A. Not that I know of. I have not 
the pleasure of knowing him ; nor have I opened any wine.

Q. Did you pay the expenses of different parties who went to 
Lynn ? A. No, sir ; I have never paid a cefft in Lynn.

Q. You didn’t pay them, directly or indirectly? A. Well, I
went down with a party of twentj7-seven or thirty ?

Q. Did you give anybody any money who did pay for them ? 
A. No. I remember getting two dollars’ worth of tickets, in which 
there were six tickets each, and some of them I have left now.

Q. Have you ever had any conversation with Senator Whittier, 
in reference to building gas works in case this bill was passed ? A. 
No, sir ; I never have.

Q. Did you ever show him any drawings? A. No, sir.
Q. Has he any drawings in his possession that belong to you ?

A. Not to me.
Q. Or to anybody that you represent? A. I have had no con

versation with Senator Whittier on the subject of his vote, or on 
the subject of drawings or gas works. I never have spoken with 
Senator Whittier in connection with this bill, and did not know 
until after he voted how he was going to vote, although I presumed 
and hoped he would vote for water gas, because he was chairman 
of the committee which reported the bill.

Q. Did he ever dine with you at Young’s? A. Never, to my 
recollection.

Q. You know the man? A. Oh, yes ; I know him very well.
Q. Has Mr. Cross had any interest with you in this gas busi

ness ? A. Not at all, sir.
Q. Never had any conversation with him, with regard to the 

interest he might have hereafter? A. Never have.
Q. Did you ever talk with him about the bill? A. Oh, fre

quently.
Q. He had an interest in it, did he? A. Not that I know of. 

Did you mean in the passage of the bill?



Q. Yes. A. He seemed to be very much interested in tire 
passage of the bill. I don’t know the reason. There has been no 
money. I want to make one statement in regard to Senator Nor
ris, if you will allow me. I have not the slightest idea that any 
money influenced his vote. I want to say that in justice to Mr. 
Norris. That there was some pressure, some wonderful, awful 
thing I have no doubt; but that there was any money I have not 
the slightest idea. I wish to say that in justice to Mr. Norris.

Mr. W oodworth. It is very proper that you should make that 
statement.

Q. ( By Mr. J otner.)  Mr. Holmes, the material part of your 
evidence seems to have reference to the monej" that you say Senator 
Norris was otlered. Now who was in the room when Norris made 
the statement? A. With regard to the offer of money ?

Q. Yes. A. No one to my recollection with the exception of 
Senator Burden. I was lying upon the bed. I was sick.

Q. You were lying on the bed? A. Yes, sir.
Q. Were you talking to Senator Norris? A. We were all 

talking.
Q. You were all three conversing together? A. Yes, sir.
Q. Do you say that he said that he had been offered live thousand 

dollars, or that he wrote it? A. He said : “ I have been offered 
this to-day,” and then wrote five thousand upon the paper, which I 
did not see, but which, when .Senator Norris went out, I asked Sena
tor Burden what he wrote, and he said five thousand dollars. 
Senator Norris went right on to say, however: “ But they would 
give twenty or twenty-five thousand for a vote, for they need a vote.”

Q. He used the words “ twenty or twenty-five thousand dollars? ” 
A. Yes, sir.

Q. But when he said five thousand he held up his hand ? A. 
Not his hand, but he took a pencil and wrote it on a piece of paper, 
and it was held up to the window. They were in the embrasure, 
right in front of me.

Q. Now, you afterwards saw the paper? A. No, I did n o t; 
I never saw the paper, but Senator Burden told me what he had 
written on the paper. I asked him, naturally, what the amount 
was that he had written down, after Senator Norris had retired, and 
he said five thousand dollars—five and three oughts.

Q. He said five thousand dollars—five and three oughts. That 
is what Burden said to you, but you didn’t yourself see it? A. 
No, sir.

Q. You never saw the paper? A. No, sir; I never saw the 
paper.



Q. (By Mr. L ivermore.) Wliat was this paper? A. It was 
a paper that Mr. Norris took out of his own pocket.

Q. Who retained it? A. I presume Senator Norris did; I 
don’t know that. He took it out and wrote upon it.

Q. (By Mr. J oyner.) Now they were in a niche in the window, 
and Burden was nearer Senator Norris than you were? A. Yes, 
sir. The bed was this way% and there was the window, and I lay 
facing it.

Q. How many feet away were ŷ ou ? A. Well, perhaps ten feet.
Q. Senator Burden ought to have heard this if you heard it. 

A. Yes, sir; he must have heard it.
Q. Did Senator Burden say that he heard it ? A. Senator 

Burden states that he heard it.
Q. Did he say on the stand that he heard it? A. I don’t know, 

sir ; I was not here. I have understood, however, that Senator 
Burden didn’t remember it. I mean to say that he didn’t hear the 
offer of $5,000, but he did remember all the rest of the conversa
tion.

Q. You don’t remember hearing him say— ? A. I remember 
that he heard Senator Norris say that he could get $20,000 or 
$25,000 for his vote.

Q. I so understand him. You understand that Senator Burden 
swore that he could remember that? A. I don’t know what he 
did swear to, but in talking with me he said he didn’t remember 
that circumstance of $5,000, but I did understand him to say that 
he did remember all the rest of the conversation which was recited.

Q. Now, as to Mr. Morrison, will you state again, if you 
please, what Mr. Morrison said about Mr. Woodworth’s offering 
him money ? A. He first showed indignation at the possibility of 
his being paired, or his pair offered, and then said : “Why, he 
had no right to pair me. Why, that very morning Senator Wood- 
worth came to my chair and said that I could get $5,000 lor my 
vote. Whereupon I said to him that no amount of money ” — I 
would not be sure that he did not say $50,000, — but no amount 
of money would induce him to vote against water gas, as he prom
ised. And then he said : “Why, here he telegraphs me so and so.”

Q. Now who was present and heard that? A. Why, Mr. 
Gerrish was in the room, and Mr. Crowley, as I remember, from 
Lowell, and I think there were some other gentlemen, but I am not 
positive about it. There was one or two days that I was very sick 
and didn’t go down stairs. I am quite sure that Mr. Crowley and 
Mr. Gerrish were in the room, and, I think, somebody else.

Q. Was Mr. Squire there ? A. No, sir ; Mr. Squire was not 
in the room at the time.



Q. Did Mr. Squire testify to the same statement this after
noon? A. Mr. Squire testified, as I understood, that Mr. Morri
son had told him about it.

Q. At another time? A. At another time ; yes, sir. The fact 
is that there was nobody there except Mr. Crowley and Mr. Ger- 
rish, and one other party who was a stranger. And more than 
that, if it is admissible to say it, at this same interview Mr. Crow
ley said that Mr. Morrison could have made a good deal of money 
if he had taken it, and if he had voted for coal gas.

Q. (Bj- Mr. W oodworth.)  Where was this? A. At 109 
Young’s Hotel.

Q. Did you invite Mr. Morrison there? A. No, sir; nor did 
I ever invite him to come.

Q. How came he to go there? A. I don’t know. I could 
not tell you. He came with one or two parties, one of whom was 
Mr. Crowley. He came to my room but had never been there 
before to my recollection.

Q. The subject of water gas was talked over? A. Oh, cer
tainly ; we were very anxious that he should vote as he promised.

Q. (By Mr. J oyner .)  That was the day of the final vote on 
reconsideration? A. In the morning ; yes, sir. It may have been 
ten o’clock, but I don’t think it was so late.

Q. (By Mr. W oodworth.) He stated positively that I 
offered him five thousand dollars? A. He didn’t state that. He 
said that you said he could have five thousand dollars for his vote.

Q. Did he say how he could have it? A. No, sir; nothing 
else was said about that. He went right on to state about the 
telegram, and said what I have stated by way of vindication of 
himself for being paired as against the bill.

Q. Why did he need to be vindicated ? A. Because you had 
stated on the floor of the Senate that you had paired him. He 
wished to convince me that you had no such right.

Q. And to convince you he showed you this telegram? A. 
Yes, sir ; and the letter.

Q. (By Mr. J oyner.)  At what time on the day before was 
the bill passed to be engrossed ? A. I don’t know. I understand 
it was somewhere between half-past three and four, but I was not 
able to be out of my room.

Q. Then this telegram was sent by Mr. Woodworth before the 
vote was taken? A. Before the vote was taken. That is, pre
sumptively so. It says there one fifteen.

Q. This attempt of the colonel’s to pair him was on the ques
tion of passing the bill to be engrossed, was it not? A. It was 
he last vote there was.



Q. No, no. The last vote was on reconsideration. But the 
attempt to pair him was on passing the bill to be engrossed ? A. 
Yes. sir.

Q. Now my question is, do you know at what hour of the day 
that vote was taken ? A. I do not know.

Q. I only ask that because I understood you or some one here 
to say that the colonel telegraphed after he tried to pair him, and 
the telegram is dated at one fifteen. A. No, s ir ; I  didn’t state 
that.

Mr. J oyner. Then Mr. Squire did. Some one has stated that.
Mr. H olmes. I said that the letter was evident!}’ written after 

the vote.
Mr. J oyner. That is true. But he stated that the telegram 

was dated after the time when the colonel tried to pair him.
Mr. H olmes. I didn’t so state.
Mr. J oyner. Well, that was so stated by som ebody.
Mr. Ch andler . By Mr. Squire, I think.
Q. (By Mr. J oyner.) What is the date o f the telegram, once 

more. A. The thirteenth.
Q. Well, “ Received 1.15.” I suppose that means one o’clock 

and fifteen minutes ? A. I am not sure about that, sir.
Mr. N oyes. I would suggest, Mr. Chairman, that that is when 

it was received.
The Chairm an . It looks as much like 11.05 as it does like 1.15.
Mr. N oyes. That is the time when it was received.
Mr. J oyner. It is 1.15 really, in figures. I think it means one 

o’clock and fifteen minutes.
Mr. N oyes. They keep a record of when it is received.
Mr. J oyner. N ow, if the vote was taken at the afternoon ses

sion, the claim that this was sent afterwards must be a mistake.
Mr. H olmes. Senator Morrison showed me that, to convince me 

that he didn’t leave any authority to pair his vote; because after 
he left town this telegram was sent.

Mr. J oyner. This sim ply convinces us that the colonel had 
applied to him for authority to pair him. That is all that it con
vinces us of.

Mr. H olmes. Yes, sir.
Mr. J oyner. But if it was sent after he made the trial to pair 

him, then it would tend to convince us that he had no authority to 
pair him.

Mr. H olmes. The letter, sir, is certainly afterwards, for it 
speaks of the vote.



Mr. J oyner. But the letter is not in relation to pairing. I 
would like to ask Mr. Squire if he stated that this telegram was 
sent afterwards. I know somebody did.

Mr. S quire. I had a conversation, as I stated, with Senator 
Woodworth immediately after the Senate adjourned. I supposed 
that telegram to have been sent at 1.15. It appears now that it 
was received at 1.15. In that conversation that I had with Sena
tor Woodworth with regard to the pairing of Senator Morrison 1 
declined to believe that he had authorized anybody to pair him.

Mr. J oyner. At what time of day was this conversation ?
Mr. S quire. That was on the thirteenth day of May, immedi

ately after the Senate rose in the morning. And that there was 
no authority for that pair, or for the pair that was attempted to be 
made, seemed to me to be perfectly clear.

Mr. J oyner. With that statement. But I understand that the 
vote was in the afternoon.

Mr. S q uire . The vote was in the afternoon ; and the pair was 
undertaken in the morning before the vote. The letter was writ
ten after the vote, with a view to securing Senator Morrison on 
the question of reconsideration.

Mr. S q uire. I understand.
Ttie Chairm an . Mr. James M. Buffum is present.
Mr. Ch and ler . I don’t care to call Mr. Buffum.
The Chairm an . Have you anything further?
Mr. Ch and ler . I s Mr. Crowley here ?
The Chairm an. The sergeant-at-arms has been directed to  

summon him. I do not think he is here.
Mr. Ch andler . And about Mr. Gross, I shall leave that en

tirely with the committee whether they think it is just to him to 
wait for him.

The Chairm an , We are not inquiring into attempts to affect 
the action of members of the House.

Mr. Ch and ler . Mr. Fessenden I would like. He was sum
moned, I think, several days ago.

The Chairm an. Senator Sanderson is present, and I  under
stand he desires to make some further statement.

T estimony of S enator S anderson ( r e c a lle d ) .
Senator S anderson. I was not present when mv name was 

used, and hardly know what the line of testimony in regard to 
that has been.

The Chairm an . The statement was made by Mr. Holmes that, 
meeting you on the train on the way to New York, he had a con
versation with you with reference to the water gas bill, in which



you stated that a great deal of pressure had been brought to bear 
upon senators in various ways, and upon him, and that you knew 
of a senator who had been offered a trip to Europe in connection 
with the matter, and that you named the name of Senator Whit
tier as being that senator. That was the substance of the state
ment.

Senator S anderson. On the ninth day of May I started to 
visit my son, who is at Yale College, and on the train I met sev
eral senators and also the governor and other parties ; and I had 
a conversation with them and several parties who are engaged or 
interested in water gas. One or two I had previously met. On 
the way from Springfield to New Haven, a man they called Mr. 
Squire said that Mr. Holmes was in the drawing-room car, and 
wanted to know if I would not like to speak to him. I told him I 
had never met the gentleman, and should be pleased to meet him. 
So I went into the car, and had some conversation writh him. In 
the course of that conversation — I think previous to that, how
ever, Mr. Squire showed me a list of senators vrho, he claimed, 
were in favor of water gas, and asked me if I thought any of them 
could be turned from their position. I told him I thought they 
could not. I stated that there seemed to be a good deal of inter
est in the matter, and pressure about it, and perhaps more so upon 
that question than any other which had appeared in the legisla
ture at this session. I also told him, after I went into the draw
ing-room car, in conversation with Mr. Holmes, I told him I had 
had several letters in regard to it, urging me to vote against the 
water gas bill, and that Senator Whittier had said that he had 
known as high a price as a trip to Europe had been offered to some 
senator. He didn’t say that he had been offered it, but he told me 
that some other senators had been offered as high as that. That is 
the substance of what I stated the other day. Mr. Whittier didn’t 
state that he had been offered it. But I didn’t so vote from influ
ence that had been brought upon me to change my vote.

Q. (By the Chairm an .) Then you desire to correct his state
ment to this effect, that, instead of mentioning Senator Whittier as 
the senator to whom the trip to Europe had been offered, you name 
him as the senator -who had mentioned to you that a trip to 
Europe had been offered to somebody else? A. Yes, sir; Mr. 
Holmes must have misunderstood me. That is the idea I wish to 
convey.

Q. (B y  Mr. Chandler .) Did Senator Whittier tell you who 
the party was? A. No, sir ; he did not. He told me that one 
day when I was on my seat. Passing back of him, I stopped and 
spoke to him.



The Chairm an. Is there any other witness here, Mr. Chandler?
Mr Chandler . 1 don’t think there is any other witness here 

now.
The Chairman. Other witnesses are expected, but have not yet 

arrived. The committee will take a recess until further notice, 
perhaps half an hour or more.

[A recess of half an hour was taken.]

The Chairman. Senator Parker has been sent for and is 
present.

T estimony of S enator P arker ( R e c a lle d .) .

Q. (By Mr. Woonw o r th .) Senator Parker, do you remem
ber, or did Senator Morrison make any statement in regard to be
ing paired or having authorized anybody to pair him as against the 
water gas bill on the day previous to the final vote? A. On the 
day of the vote, the first day when it was a tie vote by the presi
dent’s vote, I was in the passage way, in the entrance way, and 
Senator Morrison came out and he says to me,—what I am going 
to say is private, perhaps — “ I have authorized Senator Woodworth 
to pair me against the bill.” I was surprised, because I had ex
pected he would vote the other way, but that was his statement to 
me.

Q. That was on the day previous to the final vote, the vote of 
reconsideration? A. It was the first vote.

Q. (By the Chairm an . )  The vote on the passage o f  the bill 
to be engrossed? A. Yes, sir ; the day that it was defeated and 
not the day o f  reconsideration.

Q. (By Senator W oodworth.) Was Senator Morrison leav
ing the Senate Chamber at that time? A. Yes; he told me he 
was going to Lowell.

Q. Have you any recollection in regard to what occurred a lit
tle later on the same day, when I attempted to pair Senator Mor
rison? A. I have this recollection, that it was claimed by Sena
tors Burden and Trull that he was paired the other way. They 
claimed that. They came forward, and in the group of which you 
and I, Senator Trull and Senator Burden, were the parties, they 
claimed that his vote should not be counted that way, because he 
was paired on the other side.

Q. Had you any knowledge of my sending a telegram, or did 
you know about it? A. I went to the telegraph office below, 
with you, to send it.

Q. Do you know why that telegram was sent? A. It was to 
confirm your statement to them.



Q. To get some-evidence that I had some authority to pair him 
on the bill? A. Yes ; I understood it so.

Senator W oodworth. Mr. Chairman, I want to call Mr. Grant 
for just a moment.

T estimony of R obert G rant ( s w o r n ) .

Q. (By Mr. W oodworth.) Mr. Grant, did you hear anj7 con
versation between Senator Morrison and I in the ante-room adjoin
ing the Senate Chamber, in regard to his authorizing me to pair 
him? A. I don’t think I heard any conversation between Mr. 
Morrison and you, sir. I had some conversation with Senator 
Morrison myself.

Q. State to the committee just what that was. A. I might as 
well state that I came up here and had been attending several hear
ings in regard to this bill. I came up, I think, in the first instance, 
when the bill came up in the Senate on its third reading. I am in 
an office associated with Mr. Charles P. Greenough. I knew none 
of the senators, but Mr. Morrison came up to me and said: 
“ Don’t you remember me ? ” I said : “ Oh, yes ! I remember that 
we were at the law school some three or four years ago.” He 
asked me: “ What is your idea of this bill?” and I told him I 
thought it was a bill which should not pass, and we had some con
versation about it. He asked me if 1 had looked into it, and 
I said yes. I had quite a lengthy conversation. He went 
away and came back to me several times and asked me more ques
tions about it. He said he was very doubtful what way he 
should vote on the b ill; that he had promised himself sometimes 
that he would vote for the bill, but his friend, Col. Woodworth, 
was very anxious that he should vote against it, and that he had 
pretty nearly made up his mind that he would vote against it. 
About fifteen minutes later he came to me and said: “ Mr Grant, 
will you step outside the Senate room with me?” and we went out 
together, and he said: “ I want to tell you that I have finally 
decided to vote against the bill. I have made up my mind defi
nitely and you need not fear.” I said : “ I am ver}7 much obliged to 
you, Senator Morrison.” He said: “ You have always known me 
at the law school; Mr. Woodworth is a great friend of mine and I 
have told him that I am going to vote against the bill.” I think he 
was absent when the bill came up on the passage of the bill to the 
third reading, when the vote stood at 13 to 10. I was going out 
to Cambridge the next day, or a day or two afterward, and saw 
Mr. Morrison. I said: “ Mr. Morrison, you said that j’ou were 
going to vote against the water gas bill.” He said: “ Wasn t



1 paired against it ? ” I said no, I didn’t know that he 
was, and then I didn’t see him again for some days. I think I 
didn’t see him again until the matter came up for the vote on re
consideration ; and upon that morning, before the question had 
arisen, I said: “  Mr. Morrison, which way are you going to vote 
to-day?” Said he : “ I am in a very difficult position ! I am in a 
very difficult place indeed, such a great pressure is used upon 
both sides.” “ But,” said he, “ ĵ ou may rest assured that my vote, 
will not injure the b ill; you may rest assured that my vote will not 
injure your side.”

Q. (By the Chairm an .) Which did he say? A. What he 
said was : “ You may rest assured that my vote will not injure
your side of the bill.”

Q. (By Senator W oodworth.)  Did he say anj'thing to jtou 
definitely in regard to this pairing or authorizing me to pair him ? 
A. Well, I •am not sufficient^ certain about that.

Q. Didn’t say anything, — you don’t know? A. Well, I had 
one or two conversations with him, and I understood that Mr. 
Morrison was going to pair against the bill, but I cannot state 
certainly.

Q. (By the Chairm an .) What is your given name? A. 
Robert Grant.

Q. You are a member of the bar? A. Yes, sir.
Q. The conversation which you have stated fully referred to the 

vote on the passage of the bill to its third reading? A. I am 
certain of that. It was the daj7, I am pretty sure — when was the 
day that Mr. Morrison rose up and said that his mother was sick?

Q. Well, you are sure that it refers to that stage of the bill on 
which the vote was 13-10? A. I am almost positive of that, sir.

Q. And in the final vote on the passage of the bill to be en
grossed, when it was defeated by a tie vote? A. I have not a 
shadow of a doubt; I am almost certain that it was on that last 
vote.

Q. (By Mr. Ch andler .) In the discussion that you had, he 
spoke of the pressure; did he go into the detail? A. No, sir; 
not at all. He said simply : “ I have put myself in an awkward 
position.” He intimated that he had promised both sides.

Q. Rather awkward, I should say. Did he, in effect, say that 
he was awkwardly situated,—-that he was expected to vote on 
both sides? A. No ; he didn’t say that he was expected, except 
he told me : “ You may rest assured that my vote will not injure 
your side.” He was very explicit in what he said, and he said : 
“ I am very uncomfortably situated ; it is a very difficult position 
for me.”



Q. You say that he said that Colonel Woodworth was an inti
mate friend of his. Did he put it on that ground? A. He said: 
“ Colonel Woodworth is a great friend of mine, and I would do anyT- 
thing to oblige him ; ” and he said he had promised Mr. Simmons 
to vote for the bill, and he probably wanted to vote the other way.

Q. It was a case of friendship between Mr. Simmons and Mr. 
Woodworth? A. That is all.

The Chairm an . Senator Woodworth desires to  recall Senator 
Joyner.

T estimony of S enator J oyner (recalled).

Q. ( By Mr. W oodworth.) I would like to ask you. Senator 
Joyner, whether you had any conversation with Senator Morrison 
in regard to bis authorizing me to pair him against the bill; if so, 
will you be kind enough to state what the conversation was? 
A. Yes ; I had a little talk with him the other night, after the 
matter had been mooted here.

Q. At the hearing? A. Yes, sir; and he said that he didn’t 
know but that you thought you had authority; because, he said, 
you urged him to give you the right to pair him, and he finally 
said : “ Well, pair and be damned, if you want to.”

Q. Did you understand, from what Senator Morrison said to 
you, that I had authority, or that he had given me authority? 
A. Well, that is what he said. And it seems to me, if you want 
my opinion about it, that you might very properly have inferred 
that he gave you that authority.

Q. To pair him against the bill? A. Yes.
Mr. Chandler . Do you think it was conditional on his being 

damned ?
The Chairm an. It would be a condition subsequent, I suppose.
Q. Have you stated all the conversation y'ou had with him on 

that occasion ; that is, in regard to the pairing business? A. I 
think so. I kind of urged him or pressed him a little to know 
what it meant, and he gave that explanation, which satisfied me, as 
I say, that he did, in his way, a little vacillating, give you to un
derstand that you could pair him, — rather reluctantly'.

Q. But he gave me the authority? A. Gave you the au
thority'. I didn’t wonder you exercised the authority in a close 
fight.

Mr. Ch andler . I would like to ask you one question. Were 
you present when Mr. Gross stated that he knew of an offer of 
$ 5 ,0 0 0 ?

The Chairm an. H ow is it material to go further into that, Mr. 
Chandler, unless you expect to give a different color to it?



Mr. Ch andler . I thought perhaps Mr. Joyner might have 
heard it.

The Chairman. Suppose you ask Senator Joyner if anything 
was said in which the inference could be drawn which would affect 
the conduct of a senator.

Mr. Chandler . I will trust that inquiry to the senator. He 
will be able to state what he heard.

Senator J oyner. I have told all I heard about any attempts to 
influence senators. I understood that it was Gross himself.

The Chairman. Is Robert Crowley of Lowell or Frank Mace 
of Lynn present ?

[There was no response.]
Mr. Ch andler . Are Senators Burden and Norris to be here on 

Monday? *
The Chairm an. They have been sent for, but I am not able to 

state whether thej  ̂ will be here or not.
Mr. Ch andler . Will it not also be w ell to ask Mr. Gross to  be 

here ?
The Chairman. The committee are not aware o f any necessity 

for the attendance of Mr. Gross. The testimony in relation to Mr. 
Gross seems to be in relation to an attempt to influence the con
duct of a member of the House, and nothing beyond that. It is the 
purpose of the committee to close the investigation Monday morn
ing in such season that the}'' can report Anally to the Senate Mon
day afternoon. For that purpose they want to get in all the testi 
mony, so far as possible, to-night, and, as the attendance o f  one 
or two other witnesses is still expected, the committee will take a 
further recess until their arrival.

The committee waited until 5 :30 p .m ., when the Chairman an
nounced the hearing adjourned until 10 a .m .,  Monday.



SEVENTH SESSION.

M onday, June 2, 1884.

The committee met in the Green Room at 10 a .m, Senator 
P illsbury in the chair.

The following communication from Senator McFarlin was re
ceived and ordered to be put upon the record : —

South Ca r v er , Mass., May 31, 1884.

To the Special Committee o f Inquiry upon the Water Gas Bill,
Hon. A. E. Pillsbury, Chairman, State House, Boston, Mass.

I hereby declare that I have no knowledge of any undue influence 
having been exercised, or attempted, upon any senator to affect his 
vote upon the water gas bill, and I have nothing further to contribute, 
which could be construed as pertinent to your investigation.

PELEG McFARLIN.

COMMONWEALTH OF MASSACHUSETTS.
P lymouth, ss. May 31st, A. D. 1884.

Personally appeared Peleg McFarlin, the above affiant, and subscribed 
the above declaration, and made oath that the statements therein con
tained are true. Before me,

Gerard C. Tobey,
Justice of the Peace.

T estimony of S enator M orrison ( r e c a l le d ) .

The Chairm an. Senator Morrison, do you desire to make any 
further statement?

Mr. M orrison. Mr. Chairman, I  was informed last Saturday 
that certain statements had been made relative to a conversation 
which I had at Young’s Plotel with Mr. Holmes and other gentle
men. I would like to say that no such statements occurred in any 
conversation with me ; and I would like to say further, that upon 
information being sent to me that statements had been made,
I came immediately from Lowell on the very next train at half



past four o’clock, but found the committee had adjourned. I will 
say that if any person has said that Colonel Woodworth offered 
me five thousand dollars to change my vote, that he is an 
unmitigated liar. And I would like to say further, that 
if he made that statement in my presence here, or should 
make it outside of this room, I would show him in a 
tangible form that he was a liar. No such statement 
was ever made by Col. Woodworth to me. I consider 
Col. Woodworth to be a friend of mine, and if he had made any 
such statement as that to me, I should consider him an enemy. 
The statement I made to Mr. Squire or to Mr. Holmes was that 1 
could change my vote for $5,000 ; I had decided to vote for water 
gas. Will Mr. Holmes or Mr. Squire, or anybody who represents 
them, dare to say that any money consideration will change my 
vote? Will they say here that there is any evidence that I have 
received any money consideration? I challenge' any man to say 
so, and any man -who does say so is a liar.

Q. (By Mr. W oodworth.) You have stated that I never 
offered you any money ? A. Never.

Q. Have I ever offered you anjdhing ? A. No, sir.
Q. Directly or indirectly ? A. No, but you did work terribly 

hard to have me vote against the bill.
Q. Have I ever offered you anything, direct^' or indirectly, to 

vote against the bill ? A. Never, sir ; I should not allow you to, 
or any other senator. Knowing me as you do, you would know 
better than to do so.

Mr. M orrison. Now, in regard to the pair, I would state this ; 
I was goirig home ; I was engaged in Lowell, and I came down for 
the purpose of voting for the water gas b ill; I was going home, 
and I went into the reading-room where my friend Mr. Woodworth 
was sitting, and he spoke to me and said: “ Are you going 
home?” I said: “ Yes, I am going home; I don’t think it will 
be reached to-day” ; and he said to me: “ I desire you to 
pair against water gas.” I have forgotten what reply I made to 
that, but finally when I was going out he said: “ I am 
going to pair you against water gas.” I said, “ Pair, and be 
damned! ” and I walked ou t; that is the expression I used. 
When I came outside I met Mr. Grant and Mr. Parker, and they 
said to me, or one of those two said to me, “ Are you going home ? ” 
I said, “ Yes.” He said, “ you ought to pair against water gas.” 
I said, “ Col. Woodworth will pair me against water gas ” ; jokingly, 
of course, for I didn’t mean that he should do so. One of them 
said to me, “ Why don’t you leave it in writing? ” I said, “ I guess



not to-day, but some other day.” I understand Senator Wood- 
worth didn’t understand it, and went to work to pair me.

Q. (By the Chairman.) The statement lias been made that 
you said that Senator Woodworth stated to you that you could have 
$5,000 for your vote. A. No, that is a mistake ; he never told 
me anj' such thing ; never in the world, or any other senator. I 
think Mr. Holmes misunderstood what I said.

Mr. Ch andler . I don’t think there has been any accusation 
that you received any money.

Senator M orrison. Y ou don’t think I did?
Mr. Chandler . N o, sir.
The Chairm an. That is quite immaterial.
Q. (By Mr. Ch andler .)  I would like to ask you this ques

tion : Did you not sajq not that Senator Woodworth offered you 
$5,000 ; but that Senator Woodworth sent to you, that you might 
get $5,000 if you should change your vote? A. I don’t believe I 
ever said so. Certainly, if I did say so, it is untrue. Mr. Wood- 
worth never said so to me. I think Mr. Holmes in making that 
statement, misunderstood me. I suppose Mr. Holmes intends to 
tell the truth, but it is a misconception on his part.

The Chairm an. D o you desire to call Mr. Crowley, Mr. Chand
ler?

Mr. Ch andler . No, sir.
Mr. W oodworth. Mr. Crowley is here for the purpose of mak- 

ign a statement.

T estimony of R obert Crowley ( s w o r n ) .

Q. (By Mr. W oodworth.)  Mr. Crowley, I have only a single 
question to ask you. I want to know if you were present at the 
Parker House at the time Senator Morrison is said to have made 
the statement that I offered him a sum of money, or that I stated 
that he could receive money for his vote? A. You mean at 
Young’s Hotel? I was present; yes, sir.

Q. Will 3rou state to the committee what he said, or whether he 
made any such statement in your presence? A. No, he never 
made such a statement. If you will allow me, I will give it ver
batim as nearly as I can. We were there in the room, and, after 
the usual formalities of introduction, the question of water gas 
was naturally taken up and Mr. Morrison made this statement, 
that they need not be alarmed, that he was in favor of water gas 
and he should vote for water gas. And he might have used a 
phrase like this : “ I suppose, gentlemen, I might get $5,000,” or 
something like that, “ but under no circumstances would I change



mj‘ vote against water gas but he stated that he had some busi
ness to attend to in Lowell, and that he would like to be paired in 
favor of water gas.

Q. Did he use Senator Woodworth’s name in connection with 
the So,000? A. No, sir; he did not.

Q. In any waj'? A. No, sir ; he did not.
Q. Or in connection with any sum of money? A. No, sir; 

he did not.
Q. Or any other consideration? A. No, sir; he did not.
Q. (By Mr. Chandler .) Were you there during the entire 

time that Mr. Morrison was in the room? A. No, sir ; I was 
not; I was there tw ice; I was there when Mr. Gerrish, Mr. 
Holmes, Mr. Morrison and myself were there.

Q. You remember some remark that was made about $5,000? 
A. Yes, sir ; the substance of what I have just stated.

Q. Did Mr. Morrison say that $5,000 could be obtained, or 
anything of that sort? A. No, sir ; it was merely supposition on 
his part. Knowing Mr. Morrison as I did, I took it just as he 
gave it.

Senator M orrison. I would like to ask Mr. Holmes if he has 
mj" pair that I sent up to him in writing?

Mr. H olmes. N o, sir ; I never had it. It was sent to Senator 
Burden, I think.

Senator M orrison. I thought I gave it to you personally.
Mr . H olmes. N o, sir ; it was sent to Senator Burden.
Senator M orrison. Y ou remember what I said?
Mr. H olmes. Yes, sir.
Senator Morrison. Y ou remember I said that I was in favor 

of the water gas bill as a popular measure for the benefit of the 
people, and that I would consent to be paired in favor of the bill ?

Mr. H olmes. Yes, sir, and that you were adverse to all monop
olies.

Senator Morrison. Yes, sir.
The Chairman. Are there any other witnesses you desire to 

call ?
Mr. Chandler . Has any information been received from Mr. 

W. W. Greenough?
Mr. N oyes. Mr. Greenough has been detained in New York. 

He writes that he has read the “ Herald” report, and if there was any 
information that was necessary he would come and testify ; but in 
view of a hearing upon the petition of an adverse company at City 
Hall, he did not wish the books of the company opened at this 
hearing. But he would be perfectly willing to testify if here.



Mr. Chandler . Is there any information from Mr. Fessenden ?
The Chairman. We have information that he was ill and con

fined to his house when summoned. We have no information that 
he is expected here to-daj-.

Mr. Ch andler . Then I don’t know that there are any other 
witnesses we expect.

The Chairman. Does any other person desire to call any wit
nesses ?

Mr. N oyes. We desire to call none.
The Chairm an. Do any of the counsel desire to make any 

further statement?

S enator B urden ( r e c a lle d ) .

Q. (By the Chairm an.)  It was testified here on Saturday- by 
Mr. Holmes in substance that he, you, Senator Norris and perhaps 
others were together in a room at Young’s H otel; that Senator 
Norris there stated that money had been offered to him for his vote 
on this question; that he wrote some figures upon a piece of 
paper and showed them to you in connection with that statement; 
that Mr. Holmes afterwards asked you what Mr. Norris had writ
ten upon the paper, and you replied that he had written a five and 
three ciphers. Is that statement correct or true? A. May I ask 
Mr. Holmes a question or two ?

Q. If you will be good enough to answer the question first, 
unless you desire to make some inquiry of Mr. Holmes for the pur
pose of understanding the question put to you. A. I can make 
answer to that at once, and that is, to m3' knowledge it never oc
curred.

Q. Do you desire to interrogate Mr. Holmes ? A. Nothing 
except that I wanted to find out the exact time that Mr. Holmes 
thought that occurred.

Mr. H olmes. This was towards the close of the day, about 6 
o’clock in the evening; I should think it may have been half-past 
6 , when this conversation occurred, in which Mr. Norris, Senator 
Burden, and myself alone were present in the room. I was lying 
upon the bed and those two gentlemen were standing at the win
dow.

The Chairm an . Perhaps Senator Burden desires to inquire at 
what state of the bill this occurred ?

Mr. H olmes. On the evening of the 14th. The vote on recon
sideration took place on the 15th, I believe.

Senator B urden . I simply desired to ask that, to fix in my 
mind the exact time as near as possible, and would simply ask Mr. 
Holmes, had you been sick that day ?



Mr. H olmes. I had been, for two days. »
Senator B urden . Had you been taking any medicine?
Mr. H olmes. D o you mean whiskey? Oh, I beg pardon ; yes, , 

I had been taking medicine.
Q. You had been in pain, hadn’t you? A. Yes, sir.
Q. I had prescribed for you, had I not? A. Yes, sir.
Q. Do you recollect the medicine? Was it in the form of a 

pill? A. Yes, sir.
A. Do you recollect how many of those pills you had taken up 

to about six o’clock? A. No, sir; I do not. This was the bit
terest pill I  had taken.

Senator B urden . What I wished to say was simply th is: 
That Mr. Holmes had been sick through the day, and had taken 
some three or four grains of opium, as a matter of fact, and had 
been, during the bigger portion of the afternoon ; and until evening 
was very sleepy and dull and dizzy. I simply* wished to make 
that statement. That is all. So far as this matter goes I had no 
knowledge of any such thing.

Mr. Ch andler . Will you please state where you purchased 
those pills ?

The Chairman. It is of no consequence.
Mr. H olmes. I purchased the pills myself.

Samuel M ay , J r . (resumed).
[Mr. May desired to speak and was given leave to state any

thing in addition to what he had already stated, or to contradict 
anything said in reply to him.]

Mr. May. I noticed in the paper yesterday morning an account 
of the statement of Senator Whittier of the manner in which we 
parted, and that I said I would pray for him. To show that we 
parted as friends, I wish to state that as I arose from my chair 1 
noticed a picture on an easel, a painting of flowers ; and I admired 
it somewhat. Then Mr. Whittier called my attention to a painting 
of his homestead, by Shapleigh, hanging over either the fire-place 
or over the piano, I forget which. I think he called my attention 
to both pictures, and said he had sent the artist to paint the pic
ture of his homestead. He took me all round the room and 
showed me all the pictures. Hearing the rattle of dishes,
I said ; “ I suppose I am detaining you from tea, and I will 
take my leave.” As I went into the entry I turned to him 
and said: “ I hope you will sleep well to-night, and dream of 
some business to keep you from the State House to-morrow.’’ I 
shook hands with him, and I am under the impression that he said



he was glad to have £een m e; I left, and we parted friends. Now, 
sir, the evidence I have introduced has been simply the evidence of 
my word, hut I consider it the evidence of truth.

The Chairman. That is in the nature of argument, and you 
were not recalled for that purpose.

Mr. M ay . I recognize the difference between the position of Mr. 
Whittier and myself. When this committee report to the Senate, 
he will have an opportunity to present his case on the floor of that 
body and plead his own cause. That, sir, I am debarred from 
doing, and therein I am somewhat embarrassed. I fully expect 
that 1 will receive a vindication at the hands of this committee; 
but, sir, if I do not, I must ask, as my right as a citizen, that this 
matter be presented to the attention of the attorney-general of the 
Commonwealth. There I shall stand on the same footing as Mr. 
Whittier, for truth is mighty, and will prevail.

The Chairm an. There is no reason to suppose that this com
mittee, or the Senate, will do you any injustice?

Mr. M ay . Yes, sir; I do not understand that they will.
The Chairman. Senator Norris desired to attend the hearing 

this morning for the purpose, as I understand, of contradicting the 
statement which has been made here, that he stated that money 
had been offered him for his vote, and that he wrote figures 
upon a piece of paper to indicate the amount, or any state
ment of that kind. But he will be unable to arrive until half
past one, and as the evidence of other witnesses upon the subject 
is in the case, the committee, under the circumstances, do not 
deem it necessary to hold the inquiry open until that time for that 
purpose, as they desire to report to the Senate this afternoon. 
The committee thank the counsel and all persons who have fur
nished them with information for their assistance, and the inquiry 
is now closed.


