
SENATE No. 368.

Report of the committee appointed to inquire whether any
attempts have been made to improperly influence the action of
senators on the bill to authorize the formation of corporations
for the manuf cture and sale of water gas for light and fuel.

Statement of Hon. Peleg McFarun in reply to Interroga-
tories SUBMITTED TO HIM, AS FOLLOWS:

Q. Has any senator stated in your presence that any money
has been paid him to influence his vote on the water gas bill? If,
so, give his name ; state in full what you know about it. A. No.

Q. Has any undue influence been brought upon any senator, to
your knowledge, to change his vote on the water gas bill? If so,
state his name and the circumstances in full. A. No.

Q. Did you vote in favor of the water gas bill on the second
and third reading ? A. I was paired in favor of the bill in my
absence on its second and third reading.

Q. Did you vote against the water gas bill on the stage of
reconsideration? A. After the bill had been defeated, I voted
against reconsideration.

Q. Did you tell Senator Burden and others, or any one, the
night before the vote was taken on the reconsideration, that you
would vote in favor of the water gas bill? A. Ido not call to
mind that I told any person expressly the night before the vote
was taken on reconsideration, that I would vote in favor of the
water gas bill.
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Q. When did you decide to change your vote and vote against

the water gas bill ? A. I did not vote against the water gas bill.
My decision to oppose reconsideration was the result of matured
reflection. I cannot say exactly when I finally decided.

Q. What persons had you seen who had urged you, the night
before the reconsideration came up or the morning of the reconsid-
eration, to vote against the bill ? A. No person or persons.

Q. What did such person or persons say to you that caused
you so suddenly to change your mind? A. For reply to your as-
sumption I refer to my last two answers.

Q. What was said at your interview with President Choate of
the Old Colony Railroad? A. I never had an interview with
President Choate of the Old Colony Railroad in my life in which
water gas or the water gas bill was alluded to, either directly or
remotely, nor did he ever directly or indirectly communicate with
me upon the subject.

Q. What did Senator Norris say at the interview at which you
were present with President Choate on the morning of the recon-
sideration. A. No such interview ever occurred. I never met
Senator Norris and President Choate together in my life.

Q. Whom did you first notify that you had changed your mind
and intended to vote against the water gas bill, and when ? A. I
did not think it necessary to notify anybody, but as a matter of
fact, I think I mentioned to Senator Norris in the forenoon of the
day of reconsideration that I thought it my duty to vote against
reviving the defeated bill.

Q. When did Senator Norris state to you that he had changed
his mind? A. I think Senator Norris then replied, with refer-
ence to himself, that he had reached a similar conclusion.

Q. What reason did Senator Norris give for changing his vote?
A. I think he gave no further reason.

Q. Did Senator Norris state that he was obliged to change his
vote ? A. He did not.

Q. Did he (Senator Norris) say to you, or in your presence,
words to this effect: “That influences had been brought to bear
upon him which he could not resist. It would ruin him to do so ? ”

A. I do not remember that he used any such words, nor any
language that could be so interpreted. The only regret he ex-
pressed was that he should disappoint his friend Senator Burden,
who was a strong believer in water gas. He said he should notify
Mr. Burden of his decision, and I replied, asking him to convey
my decision also to Mr. Burden.
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Then personally appeared, Peleg McFarlin, the senator above named,
and subscribed the foregoing answers, and made oath that the same are
true to the best of his information and belief.

COMMONWEALTH OF MASSACHUSETTS.

Before me Gehakd C. Tobey,
Justice of the Peace ,




