
SENATE No. 6.

Secretary’s Department

To the Hon. George G. Crocker, President of the Senate.

Sir, — I have the honor to transmit a copy of the report
adopted in Council July 31, 1882, relative to the separate
homoeopathic treatment of insane persons under the care of
the Commonwealth, who shall desire such treatment, by
requirement of chapter 41, Resolves of 1882.

Respectfully,

HENRY B. PEIRCE, Secretary.
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Council Chamber, Boston, July 31, 18:

Chapter 41 of the Resolves of 1882, relating to the sep-
arate homoeopathic treatment of insane persons, provides :

“ That the Governor and Council be requested to con-
sider the expediency of providing separate homoeopathic
treatment of insane persons under the care of the Common-
wealth, who shall desire such treatment; and, in case the}r

-s hall determine that the same is desirable, they are requested
to present to the next General Court some practicable plan
for the establishment of a hospital for such treatment; and
they may set apart or reserve for the purpose the whole or a
portion of any building belonging to the Commonwealth,
which is unoccupied or may become vacant during the
present year.”

Under the foregoing resolve the Governor and Council
report as follows :

The resolve embraces three questions

1. The expediency of the provision therein recited.
2. A practicable plan therefor.
3. The appropriation of some building thereto.

(1.) Upon the first point the Governor and Council are
of opinion that separate homoeopathic treatment of insane
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persons under the care of the Commonwealth, who shall de-
sire such treatment, is expedient. It is claimed that
twenty-five per cent, of the population are of the homoeo-
pathic following. It is a school having at least the merit of
o-entle treatment, which is a good thing in dealing with the
insane. It no doubt is a hardship, to those of its disciples
who think it a hardship, to submit themselves or their
friends to medical treatment in which they not only have no
faith, but for which they have positive aversion. Indifferent
to the differences among the doctors as are those who know
how limited and tentative is the progress of the best of
them and of the best of their schools, there are some who
have martyrs’ faith in them, and who of course suffer if not
treated by such as they have faith in.

While it is not expedient to set apart an insane asylum
for every shade of medical opinion and practice, yet there is
a substantial expediency in doing so for so substantial a pro-
portion of the community as one-fourth or one-fifth of its
number.

(2.) Expedient though such separate treatment be, we
do not recommend mixing the two methods* in any now ex-
isting asylum. This would be destructive to both of them,
even though a separate wing were appropriated to each ; and
the patient would probably come to grief between the two.
Nor do we recommend that a new hospital be built for the
sake of furnishing one to the homoeopaths or to any other
school because they want it, or because they pay their share
of the public taxes. But •the increase of our insane popu-
lation is rapid probably at a rate of more than 200 a year.
A new hospital must soon be provided. It ought to be small
and cheap, not a repetition of recent follies, Avith pro-
vision for not more than '250 patients. We recommend,
therefore, that when a new hospital is established, it be to
that extent, and that it be arranged for acute cases, economi-
cally instituted, situated as near as possible to the centre of
the insane increase, and put under the local direction of
homoeopathic officers and trustees, but subject, of course, in
harmony with the charitable system of the Commonwealth,
to the general supervision of the central board of charities.
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(3.) The Governor and Council are aware of no suitable
building belonging to the Commonwealth, the whole or a
portion of which is unoccupied or vacant during the present
year, and which can well be set apart or reserved for the
separate homoeopathic treatment of the insane.
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