
SENATE No. 185.

Senate, April 13, 1883.

The Committee on Public Charitable Institutions, to whom
was referred the report of the State Board of Health, Lunacy
and Charity, report the accompanying Bill.

For the Committee,

ONSLOW GILMORE.

CommomDCflltl) of Massachusetts.
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In the Year One Thousand Eight Hundred and Eighty-three.

AN ACT
Concerning the Massachusetts School for Idiotic and

Feeble-Minded Youth.

Be it enacted by the Senate and House of Representatives
in General Court assembled , and by the authority of the
same, as follows :

1 Section 1. The name of the Massachusetts
2 School for Idiotic and Feeble-Minded Youth is
3 hereby changed to the Massachusetts School for
4 the Feeble-Minded, and there shall be established
5 as a department thereof, an asylum for idiots who
6 are beyond the school age, or are not capable of
7 benefiting by school instruction, and the corpora-
-8 lion and trustees of said school shall have and
9 exercise the same powers, and be subject to the

10 same duties with respect to said asylum, except
11 as hereinafter provided, which they now have
12 and exercise, or are subject to concerning said
13 school.
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2 tained in the Massachusetts School for the Peeble-
s' Minded shall be supported in the buildings and
4 on the grounds of said institution, wherever
5 located, and may be classified in such depart-
6 ments as the trustees shall see fit, such support to
7 be at the expense of persons liable for their main-
8 tenance; but, if they have no property or kin-
9 dred able to support them, the price of such sup-

-10 port shall be paid quarterly by the city or town
11 in which they have a settlement, such price being
12 hereby fixed at the same rate now or hereafter to
13 be established for the support of state, city and
14 town paupers in state lunatic hospitals; and if
15 they have no settlement within the Common-
-16 wealth, the state shall maintain them as at pres-
-17 ent, but in special cases, pupils having a settle-
-18 ment may be maintained at the expense of the
19 state, or from the funds belonging to the institu-
-20 tion, at the discretion of the trustees.

1 Sect. 3. From and after the first day of Jan-
-2 uary, one thousand, eight hundred and eighty-
-3 four, the charges for the support of pupils and
4 other inmates of the Massachusetts School for
5 the Feeble-Minded shall be paid quarterly, as

6 follows: For those having known settlements,
7 either by the person bound to pay, or by the place
8 in which such idiots had their settlement at the
9 time of their admission, unless other sufficient

10 security is taken to the satisfaction of the trus-
-11 tees for such support. For idiots not having

1 Sect. 2. Pupils hitherto received and main-
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12 known settlements in this state, the charges shall
13 be paid by the Commonwealth, and the same
14 may afterwards be recovered by the treasurer-of
15 the Commonwealth, of the idiots themselves, if
16 of sufficient ability to pay the same, or of any
17 person or kindred bound by law to maintain
18 them, or of the place of their settlement, if any
19 such is ascertained; and if any place or person
20 refuse to pay such charges, or such sum as may
21 be charged and due, for thirty days after the
22 same has been demanded in writing by the treas-
-23 urer, of the mayor and aldermen of the city, or

24 the selectmen of the town, or of the person liable
25 therefor, the same, with interest from the time of
26 such demand, may be recovered for the use of the
27 school, in an action to be instituted by the dis-
-28 trict attorneys, or other prosecuting officers, in
29 the name of the treasurer, against such delin-
-30 quent city, town, or person.

1 Sect. 4. Every city or town paying expenses
2 for the support or removal of an idiot admitted
3 to the Massachusetts School for the Feeble-
-4 Minded shall have like riirhts and remedies toO

5 recover the full amount thereof, with interest and
6 costs, of the place of his settlement, as if such
7 expenses had been incurred in the ordinary sup-
-8 port of the idiot, and the idiot, if of sufficient
9 ability to pay the same, and any kindred bound

10 by law to maintain him, shall be liable for all
11 such expenses paid by a city or town in either
12 case.
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1 Sect. 5. When it is made to appear on appli-
-2 cation in writing to a probate or municipal court,
3 that a person is idiotic, and a fit subject for the
4 Massachusetts School for the Feeble-Minded,
5 such court may send such person to said institu-
-6 tion, upon an order of commitment, accompanied
7 by the certificate of a physician who is a gradn-
-8 ate of some legally organized medical college,
9 and has pr ctised three years in the state, that

10 such person is a suitable subject for said institn-
-11 tion, and is not insane: provided, that such order
12 of commitment shall be directed to the trustees
13 of said institution, who shall be at liberty to
14 receive the person committed, or to send him or
15 her to his or her own home, or ‘o the state alms-
-16 house, or the place of his settlement, if, in their
IT judgment, he ought not to be received into the
18 institution.

1 Sect. 6. The trustees of the said school for
2 the feeble-minded may receive and discharge
3 pupils at their discretion, and may at any time
4 discharge any pupil or other inmate, and cause
5 him to be removed, either to his home, or to the
6 place of his settlement or to the state almshouse,
7 and they may also allow any inmate to be absent
8 on a visit for a period not exceeding three
9 months. They may admit state pupils upon

10 special conditions, from this Commonwealth, or
11 from any other state or province: provided, that
12 the number of such special state pupils supported
13 by this Commonwealth shall not exceed fifty-five



[Apr.’B36 FEEBLE-MINDED YOUTH.

14 at any one time. The charges for the support
15 of said special pupils from this Commonwealth
It) shall be paid by the state treasurer, on being
17 approved by the board of health, lunacy and
18 charity.

1 Sect. 7. Section twenty-eight of chapter
2 eighty-six of the Public Statutes, and all other
3 acts and parts of acts inconsistent herewith, are
4 hereby repealed.






