
SENATE No. 198.

Senate

The Committee on Water Supply and Drainage, to whom
was referred the petition of the city of Boston, and the peti-
tion of the city of Cambridge, and the petition of the town
of Andover, respectively, for leave to take the water of the
Shawsheen Eiver for a water supply, having heard the par-
ties and fully considered the matters involved in said peti-
tions, recommend that the further consideration of said
several petitions be referred to the next General Court.

The Committee further report that, as during the hearings
on said petitions, the attention of the Committee has been
called to the Stony Brook Basin in the towns of Waltham,
Weston and Lincoln, as a desirable and more economical
water supply for the city of Cambridge than the Shawsheen
project, the Committee recommend that the city of Cam-
bridge, during the adjournment of the legislature, make such
examinations of the Stony Brook Basin and its tributaries as
may be necessary to ascertain the feasibility of adopting the
same as an additional water supply for said city.

The Committee also find that the city of Cambridge is in
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pressing need of an additional water supply, and lias made a
saving and careful use of its present water supply.
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While assenting to the report of the Committee, reference
to the next General Court, the undersigned believe that Bos-
ton and its contiguous cities and towns should be, in the
matter of water supply and drainage, conducted under one
comprehensive system. We are further fully persuaded that
Boston can and should materially reduce the admitted large
waste in her water consumption, and should also utilize to
a reasonable extent the water supplies and authorized re-
sources now in her possession before seeking from the legis-
lature an increase of her water rights and grants. And when
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the necessity shall arise for increasing the water resources
of the city and surrounding communities we have no hesita-
tion in saying that Boston, with the co-operalion of its
neighboring cities and towns, should seek a large and per-
manent source of supply rather than a small stream or pond
which can at best afford but an inadequate and temporary
supply, and the taking of which will seriously injure a county
town and imperil its prosperity and healthfulness.
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