
SENATE No. 287

MESSAGE FROM HIS EXCELLENCY THE GOVERNOR, RETURNING,
WITH HIS OBJECTIONS THERETO, THE RESOLVE IN FAVOR
OF THE CLERKS OF THE SENATE AND HOUSE OF REPRESEN-
TATIVES.

Executive Department

Boston, July

To the Honorable the Si

I have the honor to return to the house in which it origi-
nated, a resolve entitled “ A Resolve in favor of the Clerks
of the Senate and House of Representatives,” and ask a
reconsideration of the resolve by the two houses.
I object to the resolve because it gives additional salary to

two officers of the House and Senate, respectively, in addi-
tion to their salaries as fixed by law.

The present salaries of these officers were fixed at two

thousand dollars ($.2,000) by the Legislature of 1879, whose
wisdom I am not permitted to doubt, in this, that they fixed
the salary of the Governor of the Commonwealth at four
thousand dollars (S4,000) a year, as being in their opinion
that “ honorable salary” which is provided for the supreme
executive magistrate by the Constitution, being a diminution
of the former salary of one-quarter of the present. In 1880
those salaries were increased five hundred dollars, and are
now fixed at two thousand five hundred dollars per annum.

[ find that that very deserving officer, with large dutie
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and heavy responsibilities, the Secretary of the Common-
wealth, receives but two thousand five hundred dollars
($2,500) per year, the same salary as the Clerks of the
Senate and House, and he is obliged to attend sedulously
here at the state house during the whole year.

The Auditor of Accounts, • who is always obliged to
attend to his duties here during the whole year, receives a
salary of two thousand five hundred dollars ($2,500) ; while
the Treasurer and Keceiver-General of the Commonwealth,
with the responsibility of many millions, and burdened
with the procurement of the heavy bond of one hundred
thousand dollars ($100,000), whose duties confine him
closely to his office during the year, has-a salary of but four
thousand dollars ($4,000). And in addition to this, he
performs the duties of Tax Commissioner.

If these salaries are adequate, and I have seen no prop-
osition to increase them,—it seems to me very clear that
the salaries of the Clerks of, the Senate and House, as now
fixed by law, are quite adequate.

I do not wish to be understood in any way as intimating
that the Clerks of both House and Senate are not entirely
competent and faithful officers ; but I assume that the other
officers whom I have mentioned are equally so.

It may be claimed in behalf of those first-named officers,
that this session of the Legislature is unusually, if not un-
precedentedly, protracted, and that there has been an extra
burden thrown on the Clerks of the two Houses.

That is true; but if, as I had hoped at the commence-
ment of the session of the Legislature, its session had been
unprecedently short, then I suppose nobody would have
said that their salaries ought to be diminished. Besides, I
cannot fail to observe that this session has been equally bur-
densome upon the members of the house in which this Bill
originated, and I am bound to assume that their time is as
valuable to them, and that their labors have been as arduous,
as those of their Clerks, and the members of that house
have not expressed any intention or wish to increase their
own salaries on account of the length of the session. And
while I applaud the magnanimity which induces them to vote
extra compensation to the Clerks of the two houses, and not
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to themselves, yet it seems to me that the burdens of this
long session must, however unfortunate and unpleasant they
may be, be borne with patience by all, whether they fall
upon the executive, the members of the Legislature, or any
other department of the government, the labors of which
have been increased thereby.

BENJ. F. BUTLER.




