
SENATE No. 220.

Senate, April 14,1882.

The Committee on Public Health, to whom was referred
the Third Annual Report of the State Board of Health,
Lunacy, and Charity, have considered so much of the same
as relates to the pollution of the Blackstone River, and re-
port the accompanying Bill.

For the Committee,

N. A. HORTON.

(fommomomltl) of illassacfyusctts.
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In the Year One Thousand Eight Hundred and Eighty-two.

AN ACT
For the Preservation of the Public Health in the

Towns bordering upon the Blackstone River, and of
the Purity of the Waters of said River.

Be it enacted by the Senate and House ofRepresentatives
in General Court assembled,

and by the authority of the
same, as follows:

1 Section 1. The city of Worcester is hereby
2 directed, within two years after the passage of this
3 act, to enter upon the work of purifying from all
4 offensive, contaminating, noxious, and polluting
5 properties the waters or substances that may there-
-6 after be discharged from its sewers into Blackstone
7 River, so that said waters and substances shall not
8 of themselves, or in connection with other matter,
9 create a nuisance or endanger the public health.

10 And the said city, after five years from the passage
11 of this act, shall cease to empty from its sewers into

12 BiacKstone River any waters or substances contain-
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13 ing said properties until the same shall have been
14 first so far subjected to treatment as to render the
15 said waters or substances, in the judgment of the
16 State Board of Health, Lunacy, and Charity, free
17 from properties that endanger the public health by
18 flowage into the Blackstone Elver.

1 Sect. 2. The city of Worcester is authorized, in
2 such manner as its city government may determine,
3 to appoint such permanent board or commission as

4 in its judgment may be necessary to promote an efh-
-5 cient prosecution of the work required by section
6 one of this act.

1 Sect. 3. Said city is hereby authorized to take
2 and hold such lands on or near Blackstone Eiver,
3 and to construct such works, as it may deem neces-
4 sary to enable said city to treat its sewage and free
5 the same from all offensive, contaminating, noxious.
6 and polluting properties and substances. Said city
7 shall make compensation to the owners for such
8 lands as it shall take under this act; and if said
9 city and said owners do not agree, any person

10 aggrieved shall be entitled to have his damages
11 ascertained in the manner provided by law for the
12 recovery of damages in the taking of lands for
13 highways.

1 Sect. 4. The city of Worcester is hereby author
2 ized to raise and appropriate, in such manner as it
3 city government shall determine, such sums of
4 money as shall be required by said city to carry out
5 (he provisions of this act.



4 [Apr. ’B2.THE BLACKSTONE RIVER.

1 Sect. 5. The city of Worcester may from time
2 to time petition the supreme judicial court, or any
3 justice thereof sitting in equity for the counties of
4 Worcester or Suffolk, to determine what parties,
5 other than those whose drainage is under the con-
-6 trol of said city, contribute to the pollution of the
7 Blackstone River by emptying sewage into Mill
8 Brook now or hereafter, and determine the cost
9 and proportional part, other than that to he borne

10 by the city of Worcester, which such corporation or
11 individual shall pay toward the cost of the purifica-
-12 tion required by section one of this act. The court
13 or justice may cause such issues to be framed, and
14 may submit such questions to a jury as the nature
15 of the case and the rights of the parties may
16 require. The said corporations and persons shall,
17 within thirty days after the final decree of said court,
18 pay to the city of Worcester their proportional part
19 so assessed.

1 Sect. 6. The supreme judicial court, or any
2 justice thereof, in term time or vacation, sitting in
3 equity for either of the counties of Worcester or

4 Suffolk, shall have jurisdiction in equity to enforce
5 the provisions of this act, by injunction or by any
6 other appropriate equitable remedy, on complaint of

7 the selectmen of any town in the county of Worces-
-8 ter situate on the Blackstone River.

1 Sect. 7. This act shall take effect upon its pas-
2 sage


