
SENATE .... No. 227.

April 17, 1882.

The Committee on Public Health, to whom was referred
, the petition of the city of Cambridge for leave to take the

water of the Shawsheen River, report that the petition
be referred, to the next General Court, with the following
statement;

First, The Committee are unanimously of the opinion that
the city of Cambridge has shown the need of an increased
supply of water for domestic, mechanical, and manufacturing
purposes, and has shown the exercise of reasonable economy
in the use of water.

Second, The Committee are of the opinion that the city of
Boston can supply water enough, for years to come, for its
own citizens, and, in connection with the present Fresh Pond
supply, for the city of Cambridge also. This, they believe,
was shown upon the evidence of the city of Boston at the
hearing.

Third, The Committee are of the opinion that the evidence
presented by the city of Boston tended to show that the said
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ing a bill to allow that city the right to take water from a
river twenty miles distant, to the probable detriment, now or
in the future, of another community.

Fifth , A minority of the Committee would have been
willing to unite in reporting a bill allowing Cambridge to
take the water of the Shawsheen, with a provision by which
twelve millions of gallons daily shall be allowed to run below
its lowest dam at all times, and another by which that city
shall not sell its water to any other municipality, believing
that such a bill would result in no injury to Andover or its
industries, and at the same time give to Cambridge all the
water, in addition to its present supply, that it will need for
years to come. The minority unite in no recommendation,
but hold themselves free to act according to their judgment
when the report comes up for action.

The foregoing statement is agreed to by all the members
of the Committee as a correct outline of the facts attending
the report to refer the petition to the next General Court.

For the Committee,

N. A. HORTON.






