
SENATE No. 239.

Senate, April 21, 1882.
The Committee on Public Health, to whom was recom-

mitted the Bill for the preservation of the public health in
the towns bordering upon the Blackstone River, and of the
parity of the waters of said river, report the same in a new
draft herewith submitted.

For the Committee,

N. A. HORTON.

[Mr. Tierell, of the Senate, and Messrs. Chamberlain,
Hamlin, and Campbell, of the House, dissent.]
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AN ACT
For the Preservation of the Public Health in the

Towns bordering upon the Blackstone River, and of
the Purity of the Waters of said River.

Be it enacted by the Senate and House of Representa-
tives in General Court assembled , and by the authority of
the same, as follows:

1 Section 1. The city of Worcester is hereby re-

-2 quired to take measures within two years for so far
3 purifying or treating the sewage waters from its

4 sewers that they will not, when discharged into the
5 Blackstone River, create a nuisance, either of them-
6 selves or in connection with other matter.

1 Sect. 2. After five years from the passage of this
2 act it shall be unlawful for the city of W orcester,
3 except as provided in section three of this act, to

4 empty into the Blackstone River from its seweis
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5 any sewage matter until the same has been so far
6 subjected to treatment that it will not of itself, or

7 in connection with other matter, create a nuisance
8 injurious to the public health; and upon com-
-9 plaint of the selectmen of Millbury, or of any

10 town in the county of Worcester situate on the
11 Blackstone River, the supreme judicial court, or
12 any justice thereof, in term time or vacation, sitting
13 in equity for either of the counties of Worcester or
14 Suffolk, shall have jurisdiction to enforce the pro-
-15 visions of this section by any equitable remedy.

1 Sect. 3. The city of Worcester, for the purpose
2 of abating or preventing a nuisance, may purify or
3 treat its sewage before its discharge into the Black-
-4 stone River, or in connection with the waters of the
5 Blackstone after its discharge into said river; and it
6 may erect dams and construct settling basins on and
7 near the Blackstone River.

1 Sect. 4. The city of Worcester is authorized to
2 take and hold such lands on and near the Black-
-3 stone River, and to construct such other works as it
4 may deem necessary for so purifying or treating its
5 sewage as to prevent a nuisance. Said city shall
6 make compensation to the owners for such lands as
7 it shall take under this act; and if said city and said
8 owners do not agree, any person aggrieved shall be
9 entitled to have his damages ascertained in the man-

10 ner provided by law for the recovery of damages in
11 the taking of lands for highways.
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Sect. 5. The city of Worcester is hereby author-
ized to raise and appropriate, in such manner as
its city government shall determine, such sums of
money as shall be required by said city to carry out
the provisions of this act.

Sect. 6. The city of Worcester is authorized, in
such manner as its city government may determine,
to appoint such permanent board or commission as
may be necessary to carry out the provisions of this
act.

Sect. 7. It shall not be lawful for any person or
corporation to discharge into the Blackstone River,
or any of the tributaries thereof, any matters or sub-
stances which of themselves, or in connection with
other matter, shall create a nuisance ; and upon
complaint of the city of Worcester, or of the select-
men of any town in the county of Worcester situate
on the Blackstone River, the supreme judicial
court, or any justice thereof, in term time or vaca-
tion, sitting in equity for cither of the counties of
Worcester or Suffolk, shall have jurisdiction to
enforce the provisions of this section by any equit-
able remedy.

Sect. 8. This act shall take effect upon its pas-
sage.


