
SENATE No. 247.

Executive Department Boston, April 24, 188!

To the Honorable Senate and House of Representaliv

1 transmit herewith a communication this day received
from Edward Atkinson, treasurer of the Shaw Monument
Fund, asking for authority to place an equstrian alto-relief,
in bronze, of Col. Robert G. Shaw upon the State House
grounds. It is with great pleasure that 1 communicate this
generous proposal to add to the memorials now within these
grounds a work of art commemorative of the patriotism
of the young men of the Commonwealth. I take the liberty
to suggest that the sergeant-at-arms be authorized to make
provision for putting it in place.

JOHN D. LONG.

(Eommomucaltl) of Massachusetts.
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Boston, April 24, 1882.
To his Excel'ency Governor John D. Long

Sir, — On behalf of the Shaw Monument Committee (a
committee established several years since for the purpose of
erecting a monument to Colonel Robert G. Shaw of the
Fifty-fourth Massachusetts Regiment), I respectfully ask that
you will take such action as may authorize tile placing of an
alto-relief, in bronze, representing Colonel Shaw mounted,
with accessory panels, probably representing the presentation
of the colors of the regiment by Governor Andrew and the
assault upon Fort Wagner, upon the State House grounds,
facing the area immediately in front of the main gate.

It is proposed that this bronze work shall he placed over
a stone seat, or “ exed," as it is technically termed, the
whole forming one design.

It has been thought that the record of a true life might
well be perpetuated at a place where many generations of
children will rest in their play and learn the lesson of the
sculpture. ,I

The artist chosen is Mr. Auguste St. Gaudens. The Com-
mittee consists of Mr. John M. Forbes, Mr. Henry Lee, and
Mr. M. P. Kennard.

The first steps for commemorating Colonel Shaw were
taken many years since at the instance of Senator Sumner,
Dr. S. G. Howe, Mr. J. B. Smith, and many others. Sub-
scriptions were not solicited, but were voluntarily offered by
many persons; and the fund has been cared for until it will
suffice for the purpose.

€ammouu)caltl) of iHassadjusctta.

In the Year One Thousand Eight Hundred and Eighty-two.
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The State is not asked to expend any money. The work
will be placed by the Committee; and the authorities will
then be asked to take charge of it.
I submit herewith two sketches which have been prepared

to show the general character of what it is proposed to do ;

and I hope that we may receive such authority from the State
as will enable the Committee to enter into contracts with the
artist, which may perhaps take considerable time to fulfil.

If this plan and the design of this work shall commend
themselves to your Excellency, we ask that you will take
such action in the premises as may be needed to secure to the
Committee the desired authority.

Very respectfully your obedient servant,

EDWARD ATKINSON,
Treasurer Shaw Monument Fund.

(Dictated.)




