
SENATE No. 287.

Senate May 23, 1882.
The report of the Committee of Conference on the Bill

relative to the establishment of railroad corporations and
railroads (Senate, No. 285), being under consideration, Mr.
Stone raised the point of order that the fourth section of the
Bill reported by the Committee of Conference was not in
question in the disagreement
subject never having been
amendment thereto; upon
follows:
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of the action of the two branches upon the bill in question
will show that very little of it has been agreed to by the two
branches. Section one of the bill, as passed by the Senate,
is expressly disagreed to by the House of Representatives,
which proposes another section in its stead. The last part
of section three, from line ten, inclusive, to the end, is
disagreed to by the House, which proposes a substitute.
The vital part of section two (the limitation of time) is dis-
agreed to. Nothing remains except the first part of section
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three, which states the corporations to which the act shall ap-
ply merely. A provision therefore germane, and which might
have been moved as an amendment to section one, or to the
part of section three from line ten to the end, or germane to
the amendments proposed by the House of Representatives as
substitutes for these portions of the original bill, may be re-
ported by the committee of conference, because it is a pro-
vision germane to a subject disagreed to by the two branches,
and referred to the committee in order that through their
recommendation a settlement of the disagreement may be
reached. In other words, the whole subject embraced in this
part of the bill is open, and the committee may recommend
that a settlement may be reached by adopting the Senate
provisions, the House amendments, or any new provision
which is congruous and which might have been moved as an
amendment to either.

The new provision recommended in this instance by the
committee is the new section four. If moved as an amend-
ment to section one of the original bill it must have been
admitted, because its effect is to provide that the provisions
of that section shall not apply within certain geographical
limits, but that other provisions shall apply within those
limits. For the same reason it would be admissible as an
amendment to the new section one proposed by the House
of Representatives. It follows that it may be reported by
the committee as a means of adjusting the differences be-
tween the propositions of the two branches contained in
these sections, to each of which it is germane.

The point of order is therefore overruled.






