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Executive Department

To the Honorable the Senate

I have the honor to transmitherewith to the General Con
a report of the pardons granted in 1879, left with me by m
predecessor in office.

JOHN D. LON(

Commonromltl) of ittasoadjusetta,
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Executive Department,
Boston, Jan. 8, 1880.

To the Senate and House of Representatives;
I have the honor herewith to present, in compliance with

chapter fifty of the Resolves of 1860, a report of the pardons
issued by the Governor and Council during my administration.
The number of convicts thus discharged is fifty-one, of whom
ten were in the State Prison, thirty-seven in houses of correc-
tion, one-fin the Reformatory Prison for Women, one in jail,
and two in the house of industry at Deer Island. Fatal
sickness was the controlling reason for pardon in fifteen
cases, and insanity in three.

Every pardon granted contained the condition, that, if the
person to whom it was issued should, before the expiration
of his sentence, be convicted of any crime punishable by
imprisonment, he should be held to serve out the remainder
thereof.

No. 1. Daniel Reaedon. Crime, assault with intent
to kill; convicted in the Superior Court, Middlesex County,
July 20, 1876, and sentenced to the State Prison for five
years. Pardon granted Jan. 15, 1879. Reardon was in the
last stages of consumption, and died Jan. 18.

THOMAS TALBOT.

Commontoealtl) of iKassacljusctts.

No. 2. Willaed S. Higgins. Crime, bigamy; convicted
in the Superior Court, Suffolk County, June term, 1878, and
sentenced to the house of correction for one year. It ap-
peared to the committee on pardons that the second marriage
was devoid of criminal intent, and was entered into in sroodo
faith by both parties. Higgins was therefore pardoned Jan.
81, after serving about seven mouths.
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No. 8. Daniel Flynn. Crime, violation of the liquor-
law ; convicted in the Superior Court, Middlesex County,
Nov. 14, 1878, and sentenced to three months in the house
of correction; and to pay a fine of one hundred dollars and
costs. Pardoned March 1, 1879. Practical!}' this pardon was
but a partial remission of the fine, Flynn having completed
his term of imprisonment, and also two weeks of the time
required to serve out the fine and costs. The fine and costs
he was utterly unable to pay. He had a wife and seven chil-
dren destitute and dependent on him, and his discharge ena-
bled him to obtain immediate employment at honest labor.
Among the petitioners for pardon were the selectmen of the
town where the offence was committed, and the justice by
whom the sentence was imposed.

No. 4. Phillip Riley. Crime, larceny; convicted in
the Lowell Police Court, Aug. 12, 1878, and sentenced to
one year in the house of corre
Riley was a weak-minded yc
of easy access, stole a small

ntion. Pardoned March 1,1879.
>uth, who, under the temptation
sum of money from his father at

home. The father, exasper
asked the judge to impose
which was done. After the
months, the father relented;

ated, entered a complaint, and
the longest possible sentence,

boy had been confined about six
and on his petition, strengthened

by the recommendation of the judge, a pardon was granted

No. 5. Stephen Tuenei Jun. Crime, assault; con
victed in the Superior Court, B
1878; sentenced to the house
Pardoned March 26,1879. Thi
Council of 1878, who found th

arnstable County, April term,
of correction for two years.

was investigated by the
xtenuatmg circumstan

justified a pardon at the close o
This judgment a careful examin

the first year of th
ation by the Council of 1879

confirmed

No. 6. John Curtin. C Nine, receiving stolen |
mrt, Essex County, Ma
i half in the house of corn

convicted in the Superior Ci
1878; sentence, two years and i
Pardoned April 5, 1879. The
marshal of Salem, upon who,

chief reason w
mony (

victed, came before the committee on pardons, and
that facts had been discovered since the trial whicli con
him of Curtin’s innocence.
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No. 7. John Connell, alias John Slattery. Crime,
larceny; convicted in the Superior Court, Suffolk County,
December term, 1878: sentence, two years in the house of
correction. Pardoned April 11, 1879, on account of fatal
sickness.

No. 8. Thomas Monahan. Convicted in the Superior
Court, Worcester County, Oct. 23, 1877, of breaking and
entering, and sentenced to the State Prison for three years.
Pardoned April 15, 1879. It appeared that the offence was
committed in the daytime, and with a mischievous, not a
felonious, purpose. His pardon was asked for by the select-
men and citizens of the town in which the crime occurred
(Sterling), by the selectmen and citizens of the town of
Monahan’s residence (Ashburnham), by the man whose house
was broken into, and was recommended strongly by the dis-
trict attorney

No. 9. Clark Fairbanks. Crime, arson; convicted
in the Superior Court, Worcester County, October term,
1861, and sentenced to the State Prison for life. Pardoned
April 18, 1879, only to be removed to an asylum, bavin
become hopelessly insane.

No. 10. James D. Hall. Crime, assault; convicted
June 14, 1878, Superior Court, Suffolk County, and sen-
tenced to the house of correction for two years. Hall be-
came insane, and while in the hospital went into consump
tion ; for which reason, and upon the recommendation of Dr
Clement A. Walker, Dr. Brown of the Taunton Hospital
and Air. Wrightington, General Agent of the Board of State
Charities, he was pardoned April 18, 1879.

No. 11. Bartlett AI. Br
money under false pretences;
Court, Suffolk County, July ter
in the house of correction. Pan

AM hall. Crime, obtaining
convicted in the Superior

m, 1878; sentence, one year
ioned April 25,1879. There
in the case, which, had theywere mitigating circumstances

been presented at the trial, as
Bramhall possessed the means
undoubtedly have lightened tin
favored by the complainant and

they would have been had
to procure counsel, would
sentence. His pardon was

by the district attorney, and
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strenuously urged by Dr. Walker, physician of the house of
correction. ,

No. 12. John Kelly. Crime, perjury; convicted in
the Superior Court, Middlesex County, February term, 1877
sentenced at the February term, 1878, to two years in the
house of correction at East Cambridge. Kelly was convicted
in November, 1876, of assault and battery: and his perjury
consisted in swearing to his innocence in that case. His sen-
tence for the assault and battery (six months) expired in

ision on exceptions taken by
i he was held in confinement
e exceptions being overruled,

May, 1877, but pending a de
his counsel in the perjury cas
nine months longer, when, tl
he was sentenced to two year iditional imprisonment. It

committee on pardons, thatappeared
t sentence was not aware of

d as the perjury was not of
the judge who imposed
this nine-months durance ; a
great enormit\r , affecting neither life nor property, it seemed
but just to count the nine months as a part of the two-year

m. A pardon was accordingly issued May 1, 1879,

No. 13. Patrick J. Egan. Crime, assault; convicted
in the police court, Lee, Nov. 16, 1878, and sentenced to th
house of correction for six months. Pardoned April 25,
1879, on the recommendation of the judge, who certified that
facts had come to his knowledge since the trial, which, if
before him at that time, would have lightened the sentence.

No. 14. D. Webster Arnold. Crime, assault and
battery; convicted in the Superior Court, Norfolk County,
Dec. 11, 1877, and sentenced to the house of correction for
one year and a half. Pardoned April 25, 1879. Arnold had
a good reputation before his transgression. His pardon was
asked for by many of the most prominent citizens of Brain-
tree, and there was no opposition. By his discharge only six
weeks of his term were remitted ; and he was enabled to
obtain immediately employment necessary to the support of
himself and his family.

No. 15. Margaret McDonough. Convicted of assault
and battery, April 10, 1879, in the Municipal Court, Boston,
and fined five dollars and costs, in default of the payment ot
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which she was committed to the house of industry for forty
days. She was a quiet, respectable, industrious woman, and
her offence consisted in striking a notoriously quarrelsome
and drunken neighbor, in retaliation for grossly abusive lan-
guage. Pardoned April 25, on the recommendation of the
Boston Board of Directors for Public Institutions, the officer
who made the arrest, and the judge who tried the case.

No. 16. Geobge Pottle. Crime, breaking and enter-
ing, and stealing; conviction, Superior Court, Essex County,
Feb. 8, 1878; sentence, two years and a half in the house of
correction at Lawrence-. Pardoned May 2,1879. It appear!
that Pottle and another young man, while on a spree, brol
into several unoccupied summer-houses, and carried awayI carried away a
few carpenter’s tools of small value. Both were indicted
but, while the case against Pottle’s companion was placed
on file, Pottle, who was a stranger and without counsel or
friends, received a sentence, which, under the circumstances,

favored by the authoritiesseems severe. His pardon was
Gloucester, where the offence
marshal who prosecuted the ca
erty was injured, and was oppc

was committed, by the city

e, by the persons whose prop-
led by nobody.

.eymple, Crime, polygamy;
urt, Essex County, Feb. 25,

No. 17. William H. Dai
convicted in the Superior Co
1878, and sentenced to the hou
Pardoned May 23, 1879. Tin
stances in the, case; the priso
paired by confinement; the pel
was signed by the Hon. George
P. Thompson, the Hon. John
Esq., William Cogswell, Char
Wheatland, R. E. Harmon, Es

se of correction for two 3mars.
3re were extenuating circum-
ner’s health had become im-
fcition for executive clemency

; B. Loring, the Hon. Charles
K. Tarbox, W. D. Northend,
les S. Osgood, Esq., George
q., Willard P. Phillips, Esq.,

and other prominent gentlemen who were familiar with the
case, and was urged with great earnestness by ex-Mayor
Galley of Salem, by whom it was represented that the sen-
timent of the community in which Dalrymple had lived was
strongly in favor of a pardon.

No. 18. Philip Daloey. Crime, assault and battery

convicted in the Superior Court, Norfolk County, Dec. 20,
1877, and sentenced to the house of correction for two years,
Pardoned May 22, 1879. Reason, fatal sickness.
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No. 19. Joseph E. Kyle. Crime, breaking and enter-
ing; convicted in the Superior Court, Suffolk County, Sep-
tember term, 1878, and sentenced to the house of correction
for two years. Pardoned May 22, 1879. Reason, fatal
sickness.

20. William A. Sherman. Crime, larceny: convicted
Oct. 9, 1878, Superior Court, Barnstable County, and sen-
tenced to the house of correction for sixteen months. Par-
doned June 9, 1879, upon the recommendation of the district
attorney, and also on ample evidence that a sentence of only
eight months was intended.

No. 21. Elmer Gough
Crime, breaking and enterin
26, 1878, Superior Court, E
the State Prison for seven ye

alias Edward P. Moerill.
, and stealing; convicted Oct.
sex County, and sentenced to
rs. Gouch cut his throat in a

fit of despondency, and, being mortally wounded, was par-
doned at the request of his mother June 4, 1879. He died
June 10.

No. 22. Lawrence Quinlan. Crime, breaking and
entering ; convicted in the Superior Court, Suffolk County,
November term, 1877, and sentenced to the house of correc-
tion for two years and a half. Pardoned June 7, 1879, on
certificates from the physician, Dr. Walker, that the convict
was in the last stages of consumption.

No. 23. Michael Deisco
court, Cambridge, May 3, 18
he was fined two dollars and
thirty days imprisonment), am
for which he was sentenced t

11. Convicted in the police
179, of drunkenness, for which

(with the alternative of
1 of assaulting a police-officer,
o thirty days in the house of
the fine, and was accordingly

■ days in all. At the expira-
correction. He failed to pay
committed for a term of sixty
tion of thirty days his friene 3 petitioned for his pardon,

its ; and, as this was substan-agreeing to pay the fine and cc
tially the fulfilment of the la\
7, 1879.

a pardon was granted June

No. 24. Arthur Macombi R. Crime, breaking, enter
ing, and larceny; convicted Dec. 30, 1876, in the Superioi
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Court, Hampshire County, and sentenced to the house of cor-
rection for five years. Pardoned June 30, 1879. The sen-
tence in this case was manifestly excessive. The district
attorney expressed his conviction that there must have been
some misunderstanding on the part of the court about the
facts of the case at the time of the sentence ; and he, with
the district attorney who prosecuted the case, the officer who
made the arrest, the man whose property was taken, and the
community in Northampton generally, united in requesting
executive clemency. A pardon was accordingly issued, to
take effect at the expiration of one-half the sentence.

No. 25. John Sullivan. Crime, larceny; convicted
May 29, 1878, in the Superior Court, Hampden County, and
sentenced to the house of correction for sixteen months.
Pardoned June 24, 1879, on the certificate of the physician
of the house of correction that the convict was in a critical
condition, and likely soon to die.

No. 26. James A. Chalk. Crime, participating in a
riot; convicted June 6, 1877, in the Superior Court, Worces-
ter County, and sentenced to the house of correction for
two years and nine months. The offence was committed at
Westborough Reform School, of which Chalk was an inmate,
and the trustees of the institution turned him over to the
courts. Upon the official and formal recommendation of
these trustees, and also upon the recommendation of the dis-
trict attorney, and the sheriff of Worcester County, a pardon
was granted, to take effect at Chalk’s majority, July 1, 1879.

No. 27. William Jones. Convicted of rape, in the
Superior Court, Suffolk County, at the August term, 1872,
and sentenced to the State Prison for fifteen years. A very
careful investigation by the governor and the committee on
pardons showed beyond a reasonable doubt that Jones was
guilty only of an indecent assault. In consideration of the
fact that he had been in prison nearly seven years, and upon
the recommendation of the foreman of the grand jury who
found the indictment, the officer who made the arrest, and
the judge who imposed the sentence (Devens), a pardon
was granted June 30, 1879.
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No. 28. GeorgeF. Layerty. Crime, larceny; convicted
in the Central District Court, Worcester, March 4, 1879,
and sentenced to the house of correction at Fitchburg for
one year. Pardoned June 30, 1879, for the performance of
a surgical operation which, as certified by the master and
the physician, was of immediate and imperative necessity, and
could not be successfully done in the house of correction.

No. 29. William Eastman. Convicted of breaking
and entering, Superior Court, Middlesex County, June term,
1878, and sentenced to the house of correction for two years.
Pardoned July 14, 1879. It appeared upon investigation
that Eastman was a dupe, and not a ready accomplice in the
crime; and a pardon was earnestly recommended by B. B,
Johnson, Esq., trial justice, who had examined the case, by

lastman’s residence), by the
whose property was injured,

the selectmen of Weston (I
arresting officer, by the party
and by the district attorney.

No. 30. Cornelius Sul
entering; convicted in the
County, Feb. 19, 1878, and se
tion for two years. Pardone
a complicated disease of the e

van. Crime, breaking andi
Superior Court, Middlesex

ntenced to the house of correc-
July 14, 1879, on account of
s, which, the physician certi-

lied, would be aggravated by
threaten total blindness.

mger confinement I

No. 31. John I. Ringolu Crime, larceny ; convicted
in the Superior Court, Worce
1879, and sentenced to the hou

iter County, January term,
e of correction for eighteen

months. Pardoned July 14, 1879; reason, fatal sicl

No. 32. James Reardon. Crime, resisting an officer ;

convicted in the Superior Court, Middlesex County, March
12, 1879, and sentenced to the house of correction for one
year. Pardoned July 21, 1879. It appeared that Reardon

sy on the street, and resisted
r had no right to take him with-
was a slight one of its kind, and

was arrested for being noi
because he believed the office
out a warrant. The offence
his pardon was favored by th
and requested by the select

e people of Arlington generally,
men, the assaulted officer, and

the chief of police
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No. 33. John Estes, Jon. Crime, breaking and enter
ing; convicted in the Superior Court, Berkshire County
January term, 1878, and sent
three years. Pardoned July
sickness.

enced to the State Prison for
21, 1879, on account of fatal

. Crime, assault and battery
the Superior Court, Suffolk

No. 34. John B. Curran
with a pistol; convicted in
County, September, 1878, and ntenced to the house of cor
rection for two years. Pardoned July 24, 1879, on account
of fatal sickness.

Crime, breaking and entering;
ourt, Suffolk County, January,

No. 35. John Lynch

convicted in the Superior C
1879, and sentenced to the h
Pardoned July 24, 1879, on ;

use of correction for two year
ccount of fatal illness.

No. 86. Lawrence Finnegan. Crime, robbery; con-
victed in the Superior Court, Suffolk County, November,
1871, and sentenced to the State Prison for ten years. Par-
doned July 31, 1879. It appeared that Finnegan had but a
few months longer to serve, deducting his “ good-behavior
time; ” that he was but seventeen years old at the time of
conviction, and was a skilful and faithful workman; that he
could have employment immediately upon his discharge;
and that the executive clemency would be likely to aid his
reformation and salvation, and would not be detrimental to
the public interest.

No. 37. Frank Keevan. Crime, embezzlement; con-
victed in the Municipal Court, Roxbnry, March, 1879, and
sentenced to the house of industry for six months. Par-
doned July 31, 1879, at the urgent request of the party from
whom the bo}'’ embezzled, re-enforced by the recommendation
of the judge, based upon evidence that the degree of guilt
was very light, and that a pardon was a wise measure of
reformation.

No. 38. John Coyle. Convicted of drunkenness and
malicious mischief, in a trial justice’s court, Dedham, June
16, 1879, and sentenced to pay a fine of three dollars and
costs for drunkenness, and twenty-five dollars and costs for
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malicious mischief. Being without counsel, friends, or mon-
ey, he was compelled to suffer the alternative of imprisonment,
amounting in all to four months. It appeared, upon a hear-
ing, that Coyle had previously borne a good character, that
his offences were trifling of their kind, and that his former
employer was ready to give him work. For these reasons,
strengthened by the recommendation of the trial justice,
Coyle was pardoned Aug. 14, 1879.

No. 39. John Gilligan. Crime, larceny; convicted in
the Superior Court, Suffolk County, March term, 1879, and
sentenced to the house of correction for six months. Gilli-
gan became dangerously sick, and, having but a few days
longer to serve, was pardoned Sept. 15, 1879.

No. 40. John F. Fleming. Crime, assault and battery;
convicted in the Municipal Court, South Boston, July 12,
1879, and sentenced to the house of correction for three
months. Fleming’s former employers appeared before the
pardon committee, and testified to his industry and sobriety,
and offered to take him again into their service at good pay.
It appeared also, that the assault was committed under strong
provocation; and the judge reported to the committee, that,
had the facts been fully presented to him at the trial, the
sentence would have been much lighter. Fleming was ac-
cordingly pardoned Sept. 29, 1879.

No. 41. William A. Aylesbury. Crime, larceny; con-
victed in the Superior Court, Suffolk County, March term,
1879, and sentenced to the house of correction for one year.
Pardoned Sept. 29, 1879. The grounds of clemency were,
that the prisoner was a boy of weak constitution, both physi-
cal and mental; that the crime was a petty one, consisting
of the theft of a banjo; that the lower court, from which he
appealed, gave him a term of but six months, which he had
already exceeded; and that his pardon was recommended by
the city marshal of Chelsea, at whose instance the boy was
arrested.

No. 42. John Dean. Crime, robbery; convicted in the
Superior Court, Suffolk Count}', November term, 1878, and
sentenced to the State Prison for ten years. Dean, who was



[Jan.12 PARDONS.

very young, in company with another youth snatched a
small sum of money from a person on the street. In consid-
eration of his age, of his having served nearly six years of
his term of imprisonment, of an offer by his former employer

if the lion.to give him work, and of th
M. J. Flatley that executiv
aid in the reformation of the
Sept. 29, 1879.

ar
lemency would undoubtedly

a pardon was grantedpi

;t. Crime, assault and bat-
r Court, Barnstable County,
;ed to the house of correction
as made up of two sentences,
f three months. Both were

No. 43. Zaccheus Pockni-
tery; convicted in the Superic
October term, 1878, and sentem
for fifteen months. His term w
one of twelve and the other c
for practically the same offence
months, as the assaulted parties
Pocknet was usually a quiet
family was dependent on charit
discharge would enable him to
berry harvest season to earn a
them for the winter, he was par

As he had served twelve
were but slightly injured, as
and peaceful Indian, as his
t for their support, and as his
take advantage of the cvan-
subsistence for himself and

ioned Oct. 6, 1879.

Convicted of assault in the
t. 24, 1879, and sentenced to

No. 44. Catherine King.

First Bristol District Court, Sej
the Taunton Jail for sixty
upon a certificate from the jud§
pired since the trial had convim

Pardoned, Oct. 13, 1879,
that facts which had trans-

;ed him of her innocen

No. 45. Thomas G. Curran. Crime, larceny; convicted
in the Superior Court, Worcester County, February terra,
1878, and sentenced to the hous<
Having served five-sixths of his
20, 1879, on the very earnest rec
attorney and the sheriff of Wor

of correction for two years,
term, he was pardoned Oct.
nnmendation of the district
tester County.

No. 46. Cornelius Cari ill. Crime, larceny; con-
victed June 2, 1879, in the Municipal Court, South Boston,
and sentenced to the house of correction for six months.
The complainant was the boy’s father, who, subsequently
regretting his course, and finding himself at the point of
death, begged earnestly for his son’s release. In view of
these circumstances, and upon the recommendation of the
judge, a pardon was granted Oct. 20, 1879.
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No. 47. Charles P. Logan. Crime, larceny; con-
victed in the Superior Court, Middlesex County, November,
1878, and sentenced to the house of correction for two years
and six months. Pardoned Nov. 17, 1879, upon a statement
by the district attorney that but for an erroneous impression
as to the boy’s age he would have been sent to a reforma-
tory, and upon assurances that he would be sent to his mother
in Florida, and placed under salutary influences.

No. 48. John Walker. Crime, assault and battery;
convicted in the First District Court, Plymouth County,
Oct. 23, 1879, and sentenced to the house of correction for
three months. Pardoned Nov. 21, after serving thirty days,
upon a statement from the judge that that term would have
been his sentence if the case had been better known to him.
A pardon was recommended also by the county commissioners.

No. 49. Jacob Melvin. Crime, breaking and entering;
convicted in the Superior Court, Suffolk County, June term,
1878, and sentenced to the State Prison for three years. Par-
doned Nov. 21, 1879, on account of fatal sickness.

No. 50. Joseph E. O’Connor. Crime, breaking and
entering; convicted in the Superior Court, Middlesex
County, July 19, 1875, and sentenced to the State Prison
for seven years. O’Connor was of an honest and respecta-
ble family, but while quite young contracted the habit of
drinking, and through it fell into the company of some hard
characters, by whom he was led to commit the crime. Upon
the petition of many prominent citizens of Lowell, where the
crime was committed, especially that of the party whose
store was broken into, in consideration of the convict’s youth,
of his previous good record,
years and five months of hi
reformation, and the assuranc
fully under good influences hi
24, 1879.

and of his having served four
i term, and upon evidence of

! that he would be kept care-
reafter, he was pardoned Jan.

No. 51. Mary J. Burn Crime, larceny; convicted
County, June 10, 1878, and
Prison for Women for two

in the Superior Court, Suffolk
sentenced to the Reformatory
years. Having become imbecil
in England being promised, she
tion of the prison commissioner

and her removal to friends
was, upon the recommenda
i, pardoned Jan. 6, 1880.
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