
SENATE No. 112.

Senate, Feb. 27, 1880.

The Committee on Towns, to whom was referred the peti-
tions of S. P. Capen and others that a portion of the town
of Belchertown be set off and annexed to the town of Palmer,
report the accompanying Bill.

For the Committee,

EBEN HUTCHINSON

We, the undersigned members of the Joint Committee on
Towns, dissent from the report of the majority of the Com-
mittee.

JOSEPH P. JOHNSON.
JOHN W. PEABODY.

<£ommcnuwnltl| of Utassacljusctts.
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AN ACT
To Annex a Part of the Town of Belchertown to the

Town of Palmer.

Be it enacted hy the Senate and House of Representatives
in General Court assembled, and hy the authority of the
same, as follows :

1 Section 1. All that part of the town of Belcher-
-2 town in the county of Hampshire, with the inhabit-
-3 ants and estates therein, lying southerly of the fol-
-4 lowing line, to wit: Beginning at a stone monument
5 on the east line of the town of Ludlow, and two

6 hundred and thirty-one rods southerly by said line

7 from the stone monument marking the north-easterly
8 corner of said town of Ludlow, thence in a straight
9 line north, eighty-nine degrees and forty-five minutes

10 east, to a stone monument in the west line of the

11 town of Ware, and sixty rods north-east by said line

12 from the stone monument marking the south-west

Commontocaltl) of Massachusetts.

In the Year One Thousand Eight Hundred and Eighty.
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13 corner of said town of Ware, is hereby set off from
14 the town of Belchertown and annexed to the town
15 of Palmer in the county of Hampden; and the line
16 between the aforesaid termini separating said conn-
-17 ties of Hampshire and Hampden is hereby altered
18 and established as herein specified.

1 Sect. 2. The several courts within the county of
2 Hampden, after this act shall take effect, shall have
3 the same jurisdiction over all causes of action and
4 proceedings in civil causes, and over all matters in
5 probate and insolvency, which shall have accrued
6 within said territory hereby annexed, that said
7 courts now have over like actions, proceedings, and
8 matters within the county of Hampden : provided
9 that the several courts within the county of Hamp-

-10 shire shall have and retain jurisdiction of all actions,
11 proceedings, and matters that shall have been right-
-12 fully commenced in said courts prior to the time
13 when this act shall take effect; and the Supreme
14 Judicial Court and the Superior Court within the
15 county of Hampden, after this act takes effect, shall
16 have the same jurisdiction of all crimes, offences, and
17 misdemeanors that shall have been committed within
18 the said territory that the Supreme Judicial Court
19 and the Superior Court within the county of H amp-
-20 shire now have jurisdiction of: provided proceedings
21 shall not have been already commenced in any
22 of the courts within the county of Hampshire for
23 the prosecution of said crimes, offences, and mis-
-24 demeanors, in which case the said courts, within
25 the county of Hampshire, shall have and retain
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26 jurisdiction of the same for the full, complete,
27 and final disposition thereof. All suits, actions,
2S proceedings, complaints, and prosecutions, and all
29 matters of probate and insolvency, which shall be
30 pending within said territory before any court or
31 trial justice when this act shall take effect, shall be
32 heard and determined as though this act had not
33 been passed.

1 Sect. 3. Said territory shall be added to and con-
-2 stitute a part of the judicial district, under the juris-
-3 diction of the district court of eastern Hampden.

1 Sect. 4. The selectmen of said town of Palmer
2 shall procure, at the expense of said town, and cause
3 to be erected at the points where the line, as herein
4 altered and established between said towns of Bel-
-5 chertown and Palmer, crosses the several roads or
6 highways, and also at the angles in said dividing
7 line, good and sufficient stone monuments lettered
8 as the law provides ; and said selectmen shall also
9 cause suitable monuments to be maintained and con-

-10 tinned, showing the lines between said towns of Bel-
li chertown and Palmer, as they have hitherto existed;
12 and shall cause said lines to be perambulated in like
13 manner, and with like penalties for neglect, as is
14 now provided bylaw in respect to the boundary lines
15 of cities and towns: until a new apportionment of
16 senators and representatives shall be made, such pen-
-17 alties to be recovered against said town of Palmer.

1 Sect. 5. For the purpose of electing members
2 of the house of representatives, senators, represen-
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3 tatives in congress, and electors of president and vice-
-4 president of the United States, said territory hereby
5 annexed to said town of Palmer, with the inhabitants
6 thereon, shall be and remain a part of said town of
7 Belchertown, and of said county of Hampshire, the
8 same as if this act had not been passed until consti-
-9 tutionally and legally changed ; and the selectmen of

10 Palmer shall annually make a true list of all persons
11 resident on said territory qualified to vote at any
12 such election, and post the same on said territory
13 according to law. They shall also deliver one suchO J

14 list, corrected as required by law, to the selectmen of
15 the town of Belchertown before the time of meeting
16 for election, to be used thereat.

1 Sect. 6. Nothing contained in this act shall
2 impair the obligation of contracts, and the property
3 and inhabitants of said territory shall continue liable
4 to the existing creditors of the county of Hampshire
5 in like manner as if this act had not been passed;
6 provided that if any person, by reason of his being an
7 inhabitant of, or owning property in said territory,
8 shall be compelled to pay any part of an existing
9 debt or obligation of the county of Hampshire, the

10 amount of such payment shall constitute a debt to
11 him from said county, as hereafter to be constituted,
12 exclusive of said territory, and may be recovered in
13 like manner as other debts against the county of
14 Hampshire.

1 Sect. 7. All the public property in said territory
2 shall be vested in and is declared to be the property
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3 of the town of Palmer, but the inhabitants of said
4 territory shall be hoi den to pay all arrears of taxes
5 which have been legally assessed upon them by said
6 town of Belchertown ; and all taxes heretofore as-
-7 sessed and not collected shall be collected and paid
8 to the treasurer of said town of Belchertown in the
9 same manner as if this act had not been passed ; and

10 said town of Palmer shall pay to said town of Bel-
-11 chertown, annually, one-ninth part of all state and
12 county taxes that may be assessed in each year upon
13 said town of Belchertown previous to a new state
14 valuation, or a new basis for the apportionment of
15 state and countv taxes.

1 Sect. 8. The town of Palmer shall be liable for
2 the support of all persons who now do, or shall here-
-3 after stand in need of relief, as paupers whose set-
-4 tlements were gained, whether by original acquisi-
-5 tion or derivation within the territory hereby an-

ti ncxed; and the town of Palmer shall also annually
7 pay to the town of Belchertown one-ninth of all the
8 expenses incurred by the town of Belchertown, by
9 reason of any settlement acquired in the town of

10 Belchertown as heretofore constituted in consequence
11 of military services in the war of the rebellion: pro-
-12 vided that the person who rendered such military
13 service was not at the time of his enlistment an in-
-14 habitant of said town of Belchertown as heretofore
15 constituted.

1 Sect. 9. The town of Palmer shall, within three
2 months after the passage of this act, pay to the town
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3 of Belchertown the sum of two thousand three hun-
-4 dred and fifty dollars, and this sum shall be a full
5 settlement of all claims against the town of Palmer
6 growing out of the provisions of this act, excepting
7 as herein otherwise provided.




