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Executive Department, Boston, Feb. 10, 1879.

To the Honorable the Senate and the House of Representativi

I have the honor herewith to present to the General Court
a copy of certain resolutions adopted by the General Assembly
of Alabama, and transmitted to me by the Governor of that
State.

This action on my part I consider due to official courtesy.
From the doctrine which underlies the resolutions I utterly
dissent.

THOMAS TALBOT.

Commoutomltl) of iHassadjusetto.
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JOINT RESOLUTIONS

Of the General Assembly of Alabama, requesting our Sena-
tors and Representatives in Congress to urge the Enactment
of such Laws as may be necessary to prevent the Exercise
of Jurisdiction by the Courts of the United States in Cer-
tain Proceedings against Municipal Corporations in the
Several States.

Whereas, Municipal corporations namely, counties, cities,
and towns as organized in the State ofAlabamaand in other
States are integral parts of the State itself, and of the gov-
ernment thereof, and in so far as such corporations exercise
power, particularly the power to levy taxes, such power is
part and parcel of the sovereign authority of the State in its
highest prerogative;

And whereas, By the eleventh article of the Constitution
of the United States, which declares “ that the judicial
power of the United States shall not be construed to extend
to any suit, in law or equity, commenced or prosecuted against
one of the United States by citizens of another State, or by
citizens or subjects of any foreign State,” it was especially
designed to protect the States and State governments against
any interference or control by the Federal judicial powei m
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the exercise of their reserved rights, including the taxation
of their citizens, for any purpose other than Federal purpose;

And whereas, The jurisdiction asserted by the courts of
the United States in suits against municipal corporations, to
compel such corporations by writ of mandamus to exercise
the sovereign power of levying taxes, thereby subjecting the
officers of such corporations, who should be responsible alone
to State authority, to the control of the Federal judicial
power, and thus invading the exclusive jurisdiction of the
State over its own officers in a matter which is the highest
attribute of sovereignty,—is, in the opinion of this General
Assembly, opposed to the spirit and purpose of the Constitu-
tion, and especially of the clause above mentioned, and is an
improper and unseemly interference by the Federal judicial
power in the exercise of the taxing power vested by the
States in such integral parts of the State government;

And whereas, The continued exercise of such jurisdiction
will doubtless lead in the future, as it has in the past, to
unseemly conflicts between Federal and State authority,
detrimental to that respect for law and established authority
which is the foundation of society and free government;

And whereas, This General Assembly observes with great
joy an increasing respect and reverence throughout the land
for the form of government established by the fathers, and
believe that it is the paramount will of all the people that
this form of government shall be maintained in its true spirit,
intact forever, and to accomplish this purpose the harmonious
co-operation of State and Federal authority, under the Consti-
tution of the United States, is indispensable: therefore

Be it Resolved by the General Assembly of Alabama, That
our Senators in Congress and
quested to urge the*enactment o

Jur Representatives be re-
such laws as may be neces-

sary to prevent the exercise of
the United States in proceeding
tions in the several States in the

jurisdiction by the courts of
;s against municipal corpora-
manner complained of.

Resolved, That the Governor be requested to forward a
cop} of the foregoing preamble and resolution to the Senatorsand to each ot the Representatives from this State in Con-

Resolved, that the Governor be requested to forward acopy of the foregoing preamble and resolutions to the Gov-
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«

ernor of each of the several States, with the request that the
same be laid before the General Assembly of such State for
such action as may be deemed expedient.

W. G. LITTLE, Jun.,
President of the Senate.

DAVID CLOPTON,
Speaker of House of Representatives.

Approved Jan. 25, 1879.
R. W. Cobb, Governor.


