
HOUSE No. 156.

Moved by Mr. Proctor of M for the R

■e to withdraw, of the Committee on Lai

In the Year One Thousand Eight Hundred and Seventy-nine.

AN ACT
To enable the People to use their Own Halls and Ward-

Rooms Free of Expense.

Be it enacted hy the Senate and House ofRepresentatives
in General Court assembled , and hy the authority of the
same , as follows :

1 Section 1. That, for caucuses and political meet-
-2 ings, the people of this Commonwealth shall have
3 the use of any halls or ward-rooms belonging to
4 them in the several cities and towns free of expense.

1 Sect. 2. That when not less than twenty-five
2 voters of any city or town shall petition the munici-
-3 pal authorities thereof, in writing, for the use of any
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4 hall or ward-room belonging to them for the purpose
5 of holding a caucus or meeting for the discussions
6 of political subjects, it shall be the duty of said
7 authorities to cause the same to be opened and pre-
-8 pared for them.

1 Sect. 3. That said hall or ward-room shall not
2 be assigned to any one party for more than one day
3 at a time, if application for its use shall be made by
4 any other political party; provided, however, that
5 halls and ward-rooms may be used for municipal
6 meetings and public business for any number of con-
-7 secutive days, and the same may be assigned for a
8 stipulated number of days for the holding of politi-
-9 cal state, county, or district conventions, with or

10 without a pecuniary consideration.

1 Sect. 4. That all public meetings shall be pro-
-2 tected by town or city authorities from all unneces-
-3 sary disturbance.

1 Sect. 5. This act shall take effect upon its pas-
-2 sage.


