
HOUSE No. 251.

House of Representatives, March 12, 1879.

The Committee on Woman Suffrage, to whom were referred
so much of the petitions on woman suffrage as relates to giv-
ing women the right to vote on municipal affairs, and the
petition of Mrs. James Fowler and others for a law allowing
women who pay taxes on property to vote for town and city
officers and take part in municipal affairs, report the accom-
panying Bill.

For the Committee,

<£ommcmwcaltl} of ittassacljusctto.

E. Gr. MORTON, Jk.



WOMEN THE RIGHT TO VOTE, ETC. [Mar.■>

In the Year One Thousand Eight Hundred and Seventy-nine.

AN ACT
To secure to Women the Right to vote on Municipal

Affairs in Cities and Towns, and to hold Municipal
Offices.

Be it enacted by the Senate and House of Representatives
in General Court assembled, and by the authority of the

same , as follows :

1 Section 1. Every woman who is a citizen of this
2 Commonwealth, not less than twenty-one years of
3. age, and has the educational qualification required
4 hy the twentieth article of the amendments to the
5 constitution (excepting paupers, and persons under

6 guardianship), who shall have resided within this

7 Commonwealth one year, and within the city or

8 town in which she seeks a right to vote six months
9 preceding any meeting of citizens, either in wards oi

10 in general meeting for municipal purposes, and who

11 shall have paid, hy herself or her parents, master, or

12 guardian, a state or county tax which within two
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13 years next preceding such meeting lias been assessed
14 upon her in any city or town, shall have a right to
15 vote at such town and city meetings for town and
16 city officers and upon all questions concerning muni-
-17 cipal affairs, and to hold any city or town office to
18 which she may be elected or appointed.

1 Sect. 2. Any female citizen of this Common-
-2 wealth, not less than twenty-one years of age, may be
3 assessed for a poll-tax in the town or city in which
4 she resides, if she requests the assessors to assess the
5 same to her; and the payment of such poll-tax by
6 her shall have the same effect for the purposes men-

-7 tioned in the preceding section as the payment of
8 anv other tax.




