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In the Year One Thousand Eight Hundred and Seventj'-nine.

AN ACT
To preserve the Purity of the Water Supply of Towns

and Cities.

Be it enacted hy the Senate and House of Representatives
in General Court assembled, and hy the authority of the
same, as follows:

1 Section 1. Whoever shall wilfully deposit any
2 excrement or any foul or decaying solids or fluids
3 in any water used for the purpose of domestic water
4 supply or upon the shore thereof within five rods of
5 the water shall be deemed guilty of a misdemeanor,
6 and, upon conviction thereof, shall be punished by a
i fine not exceeding fifty dollars, or by imprisonment

(tfommontDcciltl) of illassadjusctts.



[Mar. 79,2 PURITY OF WATER SUPPLY.

8 not exceeding thirty days; and any constable or
9 policeman of a city or town in which such water is

10 either wholly or in part situated may. within the
11 limits of said city or town, arrest without a war-
-12 rant any person found by him in the act of vio-
-13 lating the provisions of this section, and may, at
14 the next sitting of any trial-justice, or court of com-
-15 petent jurisdiction, within the district or county in
16 which such offence was committed, bring the person
17 so arrested before such trial-justice or court.

1 Sect. 2. Any executive officer or agent of any
2 water board, or of any board of water commission-
-3 ers or water company, furnishing water for domestic
4 purposes, shall have and may exercise upon lands or

5 water actually owned or held by such boards or

6 company, or under their care or management, the
7 powers conferred by section one of this act upon
8 policemen and constables; provided that the powers
9 of such officers or agents shall not be exercised

10 upon any land situate more than five rods from
11 such water.

1 Sect. 3. None of the provisions of this act shall
2 be so construed as to interfere with the sewage of
3 towns, cities, or public institutions, or to prevent
4 boating on or bathing or fishing in such water.

1 Sect. 4. This act shall take effect upon its pas-
-2 sage.


