
HOUSE No. 320.

House No. 277 of the year 1878: reprinted for the in
Hor

House of Representatives April 5, 1878.

The Committee on Finance, to whom was referred the
Resolve in favor of the Massachusetts Agricultural College,
have duly considered the same, and unanimously have come
to the conclusion that the same “ ought not to pass.”

In view of the language used by the Trustees in their pe-
tition for aid this year, that “ Massachusetts has ivith great
liberality granted more than half a million dollars for the es-
tablishment of her Agricultural College, and has contracted to
maintain it forever,” an examination has been made into the
past history of the College, to determine, if possible, what
the State has contracted, directly or indirectly, to do for the
maintenance of this institution. It is found, that, in 1863,
the Legislature passed three acts relative to it; the first act
providing for the acceptance of the congressional grant, the
sale of land scrip, and also providing that “ the moneys so
invested shall constitute a perpetual fund, to be entitled
‘The Fund for the Promotion of Education in Agriculture
and the Mechanic Arts,’ which shall be appropriated and used
in such a manner as the Legislature shall prescribe,’ &c.

The second act prescribes that “ one-third part of the
annual income of said fund shall be paid to the Treasurer
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of the Massachusetts Institute of Technology, for its endow-
ment, support, and maintenance ;

” the reason therefor being,
that the Institute, in asking for an act of incorporation, also
so ably presented its claims, that it teas intrusted with the
duty of meeting the requisite of the congressional act, —to
wit, “Education in the Mechanic Arts; ” so that the Massa-
chusetts Agricultural College is thereby relieved entirely
from that department of instruction, and has only “ Educa-
tion in Agriculture ” to care for and promote.

The third act incorporates the Trustees of the Massachu-
setts Agricultural College ; and in 1867 the College was duly
organized, and began its career. From that date to 1870,
annual deficits occurred that were met by legislative grants.

The Legislature of 1870 passed a Resolve, directing the
Secretary of the Board of Education and the Secretary of
the Board of Agriculture “to devise a plan, if practicable,
by which the College may, without expense to the Common-
wealth, be recognized as an independent institution,” &c.; and
those gentlemen reported to the Legislature of 1871 their
recommendations. That portion of the Governor’s Message
relating to the College was referred to the Committee on
Agriculture; and in the Report of that Committee, made
May 5, 1871, are to be found the following words:

“Your Committee believe that it has been and is the inten-
tion of the people of the State that this College should be
put upon a footing commensurate with its importance,” &c.

“ The problem is, to do this with the best economy, and so
as to provide that the institution may become self-supporting,

and not compelled annually to apply to the Legislature for
needful aid to carry on its course of instruction.

“Your Committee, impressed with this view, which was
strongly expressed by the Legislature of 1870 in the Resolve
that a plan be devised by which the College may, if practica-
ble, be recognized as an independent institution, have given
particular attention to the subject, and present the following
conclusions as the only solution of the problem.”

After citino- that, with increased accommodations, the num-
o' 1

ber of students would increase, and thereby the resources of
the College be largely increased by tuition-fees, and be suf-
ficient to meet deficiencies before resulting, the Committee go
on to say, “An view of such results, and with the consciousness



1879.] 320HOUSE —No.

that this continued application r aid is demoralizing, and di
allege, and weakens the sinew
ieem it the wisest and mot

tive of the interests of the C

f its friends, your Committc
canonical policy for the Lei nature to appropriate a sum,

it is expected from the indi-
, will be sufficient,” &c.
n is made, your Committee feel
•r necessity for any application
further bounty of the State, but

which, in connection with wht
vidual friends of the institution

ind, after such appropriate

confident there tvill he no furth
on behalf of the College for the f

that it trill be maintained by its
The Legislature of 1871, c l this Report, signed by six

ed two Resolves, one grant-
ect buildings, and one grant-
the perpetual fund so that it

n
members of the Committee, pas
ing $50,000 to pay debts and e
ing a sum sufficient to increase

'6
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From the foregoing facts, it is apparent that the sanguine
expectations of the Legislature of 1871 as to the future of
the College have sadly failed of realization in financialave sadly failed of realization in financial
matters.

How lias it been as an educator in agriculture, tested by
its list of graduates ? By the Annual Report, it appears, that,
in the eleven years of its existence, from 1867 to 1878, —

but one hundred and thirty have graduated; and, of this
number, but thirty-seven are classified as farmers. And from
1871 to lh7B it averages less than six persons yearly follow-
ing farming as a vocation: so that, from an agricultural
stand-point, it would seem that the College is not a success,
as it fails to awaken interest among the farmers of the State
after this lapse of time; and, as a financial matter, it has
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cost, by the Trustees’ statement, some $2,200 each to educate
these few farmers. It is evident, that, as a practical institu-
tion, on these points it has not been a success: it has failed,
in spite of the hopes of 1871, to be attractive. Its new
buildings have not filled up, and it has not been able to in-
crease its resources. The inquiry, then, is pertinent, whether
ttje aid so liberally given by the State in the past has not, in
the language of the Committee of 1871, been “demoralizing,
and destructive of the interests of the College, and weakened
the sinews of its friends.”

Some of the friends of the College claim that there was
something in the original grant by Congress, or in the accept-
ance thereof by Massachusetts, which committed the State
to the maintenance of the College.

The facts are these: By act of July 2, 1862, Congress
granted to the several States an amount of public land to be
apportioned to each State, a quantity equal to thirty thousand
acres for each senator and representative in Congress.

Sect. 3 provides that all expenses of management, taxes,
&c., previous to the sale, and all expenses of management
and disbursement of proceeds of sale, shall be paid by the
State, “so that the entire proceeds of the sale of said lands
shall be applied without any diminution whatever to the
purposes hereinafter mentioned.”

Sect. 4 prescribes the manner in which the proceeds of
sales shall be invested, and that “ the money so invested
shall constitute a perpetual fund, the capital of which shall
forever remain undiminished,” and the interest of which
shall be inviolably appropriated to the endowment, support,
and maintenance, &c.

Sect. 5 provides, that, if any portion of the fund should
be lost, the State shall make it good.

These are the only important provisions of the act; and it
will be seen that there is nothing which can be tortured ’into
any obligation on the part of the State even to pay a dollar
to the College, except the full proceeds of the sale of the
lands. This Massachusetts has done, and has added thereto
a gratuity of $141,575.35 in 1871; and at that time it was
fully understood that thereafter the College would be main-
tained by its own resources.

For the Committee

LEVI L. CUSHING


